“I DON’T HAVE TO GO TO CHURCH TO BE A CHRISTIAN”
Answering Searchers’ Questions—Series

How would you respond to someone who said this?

DVD “Resistance to the Organized Church” (www.missionevangelism.org)
How is that true?

A person can become a Christian without being in church services.  
Generally the Church, meaning the people of God, has been instrumental in bringing people to salvation somehow along the way 

How is that untrue?
The Sinner’s Prayer ritual may mislead us to think we are okay with God without


much more attention to His ongoing transformation. 

The Bible teaches: we were saved; we are being saved; and we shall be saved. 
God makes us Christian so we will become the Church. 
God made us to live linked to Him by love and commitment. 
God formed the Church to help us. 

We are not apt to be the Church without the Church. 


1. The Church brought us to Christ. 


2. The Church coaches us toward holiness. 


3. The Church encourages us to live faithfully and lovingly. 

Who can name the great Christians who lived apart from the Church?

How do we respond to people when they say, “I don’t have to go to church to be a Christian”?
Ask: What other ways will you learn about God?
         What inspires us to live like Jesus?

         How do we make corrections in unloving and selfish behavior?


# “I don’t need someone telling me what to believe or to do.”  This person most 

needs the Church. 
The Scripture (Luke 4:16) says, “. . . on the Sabbath day he went into the synagogue, as was his custom.”  If Jesus, being God, felt it necessary to worship, how much more do we as mere human beings need to join others to honor God. 
What do I say to someone who believes in individualistic religion?

1. We all live in interdependency upon each other.  

# We count on farmers to supply food and planes, trains and trucks to get it to the 
store.  

# We depend on the FDA to assure what we get is consumable and relatively 

healthy. 

2. Spiritually we are to be interdependent on one another. God gave the power of influence to some people in the Church.  Some are teachers.  We need to be taught. Some are pastors.  We need someone to care for us.  All the gifts God gives are for the purpose of building us up. 

3. If we do not participate in the life of the church, it is like the hand saying, “I don’t need the body.”  How then will the hand be nourished and directed?


4. The Church needs you. God has given you talents to be shared with the church.

The body dare not say we do not need the hand.  We rely on each other.  Individualism is overrated. 


5. Early in the life of the NT church people began to skip worshiping together.  The writer of Hebrews warned absentees, “Do not forsake the assembling of yourselves together” (Heb.10:25). Then he explained the reason to meet, “Let us encourage one another.”


We need you for encouragement.

6. When we follow Jesus we give up our individualistic identity in favor of a “one another” community . 



a. One of the earliest recorded conversations between God and Adam was, 


“It is not good for man to be alone.”



b. Jesus invited The Twelve to follow Him in discipleship. 



c. The call of God is into community, “Come, follow me.”



d. Jesus prayed for His followers to become one, even as He and the 


Father are one. 

