POSTMODERNISM
# Brian McLaren, a self-declared postmodern, debated the president of Wheaton, a theologian and modernist.  The theologian won the debate.  I sensed McLaren’s hesitancy to engage in the debate because of the attacking style of the theologian.  As Brian, a friend and I walked from the conference center across the parking lot, I said, “He did not get it, did he?” Brian responded, “No, not at all.”

1. Modernism believes truth is objective. 


a. Truth is propositional. 


b. Truth transcends history and is universal. 


c. Reason delivers truth. 


# Science, in the hay day of modernism, was king. 

2. Postmodernism 


a. Is still being defined


b. Comes in a variety of forms. 


c. Calls into question certainty of knowledge. 


d. Is not anti-modern, but an extension of modernism. 


e. New principles, ideals and values are being advanced, such as . . .



(1) Faith is to be lived in community. 



(2) Truth is to be embraced as one’s own, not merely an object to be 



studied and examined. 



(3) Justice is to be pursued for God’s kingdom is to be ushered in now. 

3. Postmodern is described by . . .


a. Religion consists of honesty and sincerity of heart, not by outward actions. 


b. People are religious without religion. 


c. Thinking concerns human subjectivity in its orientation to reality, rather than 


God as an object of belief. 

4. One possible weakness is: God exists as an interior secret; coming close to “I call 
myself God.”

5. Wesleyan Quadrilateral


a. Truth is found through the Bible;


b. Truth is known through tradition; 


c. Truth is discovered through experiences (emotions);


d. Truth is found in reason, but reason serves faith and theology. 

Conclusion:


1. We possess a balanced theology. 


2. We blend together heart and mind. 


3. Why tell you this?



a. We need not be alarmed. 



b. We stand in the main stream of Christianity. 



c. Our theology is balanced and livable. 
