EMERGENT CHURCH
# Mrs. Green phoned me with a concern about the emergent church.  I told her Dan Kimball, the coiner of the phrase emergent church, was trying to get the church to get into the world in ministry.  He wanted a phrase to substitute for evangelism, a word that has now become abhorrent among some.  He now refuses to use the phrase, emergent church, anymore because of all the groups that have commandeered it.  He uses the phrase missional church. 
1. The term emergent church frightens some, is confusing to others and does not matter at all to others. 

2. Some sensitive thinkers prefer the phrase “emerging church” to the emergent church. 


a. They are not opposed to the traditional church which generally means the 

    church we grew up in and became accustomed to. 

b. They want to imagine a church that connects with our culture while remaining


    steadfast to the message of Christ. 

3. The emerging church will think as post-moderns rather than moderns. 
4. Let’s define those ways of thinking:


a. Modernism expects reason to deliver truth which is objective, certain and 
  
    universal.

b. Postmodernism is not anti-modernism, but does challenge individualism and


    certitude. 


c. Postmodernism adopts additional principles of seeking truth and establishing 
   
    values.

d. Postmodernism seeks to reach lost people and do good to the bodies and souls 


    of humankind. 
5. Emerging churches want to follow the teaching of Jesus and build His Kingdom on earth. 
# Ray Anderson, from Fuller Theological Seminary, drew on the New Testament to  

   describe the difference between traditional church and the emerging church.  He viewed the

   Jerusalem church as the guardian of tradition. They called the first general assembly of the 

   Church to decide if Gentiles had to first become Jews before they could become Christians. 

   The revolutionary message of the Gospel was “tamed and contained” by their rich, while 

   rigid, history. They felt the church needed protection and therefore resisted progress. 

   The church at Antioch built disciples, developed leaders and sent offerings to help the

   needy.  The Pentecost event inspired and propelled the Antioch church to become

   missional.
6. John Wesley and Phineas Bresee both ministered beyond the traditional churches of their 

   day.  
7. Wesley was described by a Wesleyan scholar and theologian, Hal Knight, as a postmodern. 

    
a. Wesley focused his ministry on discipleship. 


b. Wesley was missional. 


c. He practiced incarnational, “Jesus with skin on,” ministry.


d. The community of faith played a large role, contrary to individualism in our time. 

e. “Generous orthodoxy” humbly and confidently follows Jesus (Wesley’s “Catholic 
  
    Spirit”).

Conclusion: 


1. We find ourselves planted in an era of fast change. 


2. The church is changing as well. 


3. Should we be frightened and alarmed? No. 


4. Let’s suggest two possibilities:


a. Every so often the Church resets itself and we later see God’s hand. 



b. The Reformation in 1517 brought the church back to the Bible.



c. John Wesley served as a thorn in the side of the Anglican Church, 



    but called people to holiness. 


d. We look back now and see these were needed revivals.



e. Let’s look at the Christian landscape in America. 



 (See Phyllis Tickle’s book The Great Emergence) 



# When we moved into our home, we bought it partly because of the 



   17 acres of undeveloped land with fox, turkey and deer roaming. 



   Five years later the property was sold and a house was built.  The




   owner shot the turkeys and deer.  They built a huge pond and cut



   down the brush and some trees that gave shelter to the wild life. 



   We felt like suing our developer who misled us. We wanted to 



   sustain our wild life preserve. The problem: The property belonged 


   to someone else.  The Church belongs to God. 

