A FUTURE FORMED BY GOD’S FAITHFULNESS
II Samuel 7:18-29

Purpose: To learn to depend on God for our future. 

1. David’s prayer to God comes at a terrific and turbulent time in his life. 

a. David brought the ark of God up to Jerusalem. 


b. He took great satisfaction in transporting the symbol of God’s presence.


c. He danced wildly and gave gifts to everyone. 


d. His wife, Michal, a daughter of former King Saul despised him for dancing. 



(1) She accused him of exposing himself to the servant girls.  



(2) She felt he was undignified.

e. David maintained he danced before the Lord to honor Him. 


f. The marital conflict escalated.



(1) David pointed out that God chose him, not Michal’s family. 



(2) He asserted his freedom to celebrate when and how he wanted. 



(3) He claimed the slave girls would honor him.


(4) Michal had no children to her death. 


g. The king realizes he lives in a palace while the place of worship is a tent. 



(1) David wants to build a temple of worship to God. 



(2) Nathan, the prophet, encourages David to build the temple.



(3) God later spoke to Nathan telling him to tell David he was not the one




who would build the temple. 


h. Upon hearing how his dream of a temple would not be fulfilled in his life time, 



David prays this prayer. 

2. David’s prayer . . .


a. Acknowledges God’s sovereignty--His authority to exercise power.

b. David appreciates the Lord’s promise regarding his family’s future. 


c. God assures him that His love for David will never be taken away. 


d. David reaffirms his trust and confidence in the Lord who will bless his future. 

3. We may find ourselves disappointed, discouraged and depressed. 


a. During those times the temptation is to doubt God. 


b. We point to the unsatisfactory circumstances and wonder where God is. 
4. Doubt can sneak in, even into the thinking of people who believe. 


# Abraham, known as a man of faith, lived with doubts—doubts so strong he


tried to accomplish in his own way God’s promised future.  He wanted an 
offspring—one that God promised him—so badly, he had sex with his wife’s 
servant, Hagar.  Decades of trust were interrupted with the sin of doubt.  
5. We see our faithlessness and fear God will treat us the same. 


a. “What if some did not have faith? Will their lack of faith nullify God’s 
faithfulness? Not at all!” (Rom. 3:3-4a).

# Hosea, the prophet, stands centuries later as a picture of the faithfulness of God. 


b. Our conduct does not change God’s character—His faithfulness.

6. How does the faithfulness of God impact our lives?


a. We live in confidence of God’s ongoing presence and protection. 


# “I steadier step when I recall, though I stumble He will not fall.”


# “If the Lord delights in a man’s way,


   he makes  his steps firm;


   though he stumble, he will not fall, 


   for the Lord upholds him with his hand” (Ps. 37:23-24).

            #  “To him who is able to keep you from falling and to present you before his 
  
   glorious presence without fault and with great joy—to the only God our Savior 
   
   be glory, majesty, power and authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all 
   ages, now and forevermore! Amen” (Jude 24-25).


b. God helps where and when we cannot. 
# Dave Bennett, who gave permission to tell his experience, explains, “I sponsor this one fellow who has been out of prison for three and a half years after doing eight years for drug running and robbery. Unfortunately he is still imprisoned in his head by the life he lived on the inside. 

“He was having a difficulty with his employer because they both know it is difficult for an ex-con to find a job. He was being grossly underpaid in his estimation and mine. He called me on Sunday evening. After he had quit whining long enough for me to talk, I suggested he say a prayer asking God to direct his thinking and his words, and then go talk to the man face-to-face and just explain what he needs without any threats or belligerence. Last night he called so excited that it got me excited. He had followed my suggestion and got a substantial raise in pay. God did for him what he could not do for himself. I love it and he does too.
“The trouble with alcoholics is, for most of us at least, we started drinking at the age when we should have been learning life's simple lessons. Being the great preservative that it is; you drop a teenager into alcohol, or alcohol into a teenager; and it stops all emotional growth. So the seemingly simple tasks in life can become insurmountable obstacles. The only prayer most of us ever said was, ‘God get me out of this one and I'll never do it again'. And then do that again and again and again. It doesn't occur to us to put God first in our lives and place our reliance on Him.”
c. We rest in the confidence that He will not fail us. 
# “But the Lord is faithful, and he will strengthen and protect you from the 
evil one” (II Thess. 3:3).

7. We need to do what God’s people down through the centuries have done—


praise the God of faithfulness. 

# “For great is your love, reaching to the heavens;


your faithfulness reaches to the skies.” (Ps. 57:10)
Benediction:
 

“Praise the Lord all you nations;


extol him, all you peoples. 


For great is his love toward us, 


and the faithfulness of the Lord endures forever. Praise the Lord” (Ps. 117:1-2).
