     PASTOR AND CHURCH

COVENANT OF DEDICATION

Dr. Borger:  Ephesians 4:1-13

Congregation:  As a church under the Lordship of Christ, we will:

· Affirm that through the Holy Spirit a church and pastor are brought together.

· Pray for our pastor.

· Encourage and support our pastor.

· Provide opportunity for our pastor to have sufficient time to study and pray.

· Recognize our pastor’s need for physical and spiritual renewal.

· Take care of the financial needs of our pastor’s family to the best of our ability.
· Respect our pastor’s family time.

· Commit ourselves to sharing concerns with the pastor before we speak to others.

Dr. Borger:  Under the leadership of the Holy Spirit we come together today to affirm that we believe God has led  Pastor [Doe] and [John Day Church of the Nazarene] together for effective ministry.  With that in mind let me remind you:

· You have called a leader, let him lead.

· You have called a servant, let him serve.

· You have called a preacher, let him preach.

· You have called a man of God, let him remain one.

· You have called a pastor with vision, let him share it.

· You have called a pastor, let him shepherd.

Pastor[Doe]:  Because God has called me to this ministry, I will:
· Establish my ministry upon the Bible as the Word of God.

· Place service to Christ and His church above personal desires.

· Be careful to fulfill all my responsibilities as pastor.

· Be fair with my family, giving them the time and support they need.

· Be honest in my personal stewardship of money.

· Be committed to preaching holiness.

· Be faithful to the mission of the Church of the Nazarene.

· Handle responsibly all confidences shared with me.  

· Seek to equip the church for the work of ministry.

· Guard my integrity and the integrity of fellow pastors by being open and honest.

All:    (read in unison – “A Covenant Prayer”)
I am no longer my own, but Yours.
Put me to what you will,

Rank me with whom You will.

Put me to doing,

Put me to suffering.

Let me be employed by You or laid aside for You,

Exalted for You or brought low by You.

Let me have all things,

Let me have nothing.

I freely and heartily yield all things to Your pleasure and disposal, 

And now, O glorious and blessed God,

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,

You are mine, and I am Yours.

Amen.

(adapted from John Wesley’s Covenant Service)

Dr. Borger:     Prayer for Pastor [John] and [Sally] [Doe]

