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Servant’s Course

Lesson 1
Sessions 1 and 2
Complete Notes

More Than A Disciple … A Servant!  Part I
Introduction:  Congratulations!  You have completed the first half of  The Master’s Plan curriculum.  Your leaders are very proud of you.  You have really applied yourself and your faithfulness is such an encouragement to those who are praying for you and leading you through The Master’s Plan. 

Let’s remind ourselves of the progress we have made together and take a look at where we are going with this course and the next.  You will recall that The Master’s Plan tracks along with what appears to be a natural progression that we can see in the lives of the original Disciples of Jesus who became effective DiscipleMakers. Peter, James, John and the rest of the Lord’s Twelve didn’t start out as Disciples and DiscipleMakers.  They began their lives like all of us do – as Unbelievers.  

For the most part, they were probably fairly young men (some of them may have been in their

 late teens) when they first heard about this carpenter from Nazareth that everybody was talking 

about and discussing. Then they saw Him. They heard His messages that had an authority about 

them that was like nothing they had ever heard before the rabbi with the Galilean accent uttered 

them.  Then they witnessed the way He handled Himself and treated everybody.  They became 

Believers  in Him.  During those years of  Jesus’ earthly ministry there were probably thousands and thousands of  Jews that would have considered themselves Believers in Jesus. 

They dared to believe that this One could possibly be the One that all of Israel had been looking 

for and longing for over 700 years – The Christ, The Messiah, The Anointed One. As they 

allowed themselves to believe in Him a bit, they were drawn to Him with an almost irresistible 

force.  Little did they know that they had been hand-picked by Yahweh God Himself to be the 

closest human associates and friends that the Son of God would ever have for His brief  ministry 

years on our planet.  

Then Jesus of  Nazareth called them to follow Him –  and they did!  They became His 

Followers!  Many left their homes, families and jobs.  They devoted their lives to learning of 

Him, listening to Him and trying to understand Him.  It cost them a lot to really follow Jesus.  It was no small thing to be a Faithful Follower of  Jesus.  Nevertheless, there were probably several hundred that would have considered themselves more than mere believers – they were His Followers.  They had heard Jesus say, “follow Me” and they had responded. There were ladies that were called Followers of  Jesus.  

Some of His Followers, like the sisters Mary and Martha, along with their brother Lazarus were considered Followers of Jesus without actually walking around with Jesus from one location to another.  This little family had a home in Bethany, a small little town about 2 miles from Jerusalem.  Jesus loved spending evenings with these dear friends who were His Followers. 

From His hundreds of Followers, Jesus, after much prayer, selected and called twelve Jewish men to be His Disciples.  These were Followers who were drawn in to a tighter circle with Jesus.  

He would spend a lot of time with His Disciples.  To them He would trust His heart, His concerns, His feelings and His most significant insights.  They were His men.  They were His closest friends.  He taught them and He trained them.  They were with Him through thick and thin.  They belonged to Him and He belonged to them.  They loved Jesus and Jesus loved them.  

The Disciples didn’t always love each other.  They didn’t always get along with each other.  They resented each other at points.  They got on each other’s nerves.  Again and again they argued with each other over which one of them was “the greatest” among them – each one nominating themselves!

The Disciples were Jesus’ helpers and co-workers in the work that God had called Jesus to do.  At points they were asked by Jesus to do menial tasks and ordinary everyday jobs to help the little group that traveled with Jesus.  At other times they were asked to engage in spiritual warfare, cast out demons, raise the dead, heal the sick and preach the Gospel to cities that were receptive and to other towns that were very hostile.  They would be engaged in witnessing signs, wonders and miracles.  They would assist in crowd control at points.  They spent all of their time near their Teacher for almost 3 years.  

The Disciples would be tested and questioned by Jesus at length.  They would be corrected, loved, rebuked, challenged, motivated, and prayed over by their Lord.  They would be cursed along with Jesus.  They would be falsely accused and before it was all over – they would all be tortured for Jesus and all but one of them, tradition tells us, would die a martyr’s death for their King Jesus.

They would also travel the world telling everyone who would listen about this man Jesus who was a whole lot more than a great man – He was God in the flesh!  He was God’s Special Son!  He was the Living Lord of the Universe – Creator of heaven and earth.  He was The Risen Lord of  heaven and earth.  He was the Messiah!  He was the Final Judge!  He was the Alpha and Omega!  He was the King of kings and the Lord of lords.

We have looked briefly in the last quarter’s classes – The Disciple’s Course – and studied what it meant to be a Devoted Disciple of Jesus.  We have seen that even though they were with Jesus and:

· Heard the greatest sermons and lessons of all time

· Saw the greatest miracles and signs and wonders that any humans ever witnessed

· They were used by God miraculously to do phenomenal miracles, heal unbelievably and cast out very strong demons

· They preached powerfully and effectively for Jesus 

· They had been very faithful, for the most part, up to the end – and beyond (with a “slight” detour into desertion, denial and disgrace the night that Jesus was arrested)

· They knew a lot of facts about the Lord and His passions, agenda and priorities

· They were willing to die for Him

· They believed in Him, especially after the Resurrection, and were convinced that He indeed was the Messiah, the Christ, the Son of the Living God

· They had been tutored and mentored by the Risen Lord for 40 days after the Resurrection

…. Even after all of this – they were still: racists, carnal, selfish, impure, and self-deceived at points.  They were still full of fear, worry and pride.  They were still ego driven and at points 
they demonstrated arrogance.  They were not very compassionate of  lost Gentiles, women, children, the needy, lepers or other outcasts.

In short, they were not ready yet to do what Jesus wanted them to do – make Disciples of Jesus.  Their hearts were not cleansed yet.  The purifying fire and the power of the Holy Spirit had not been poured out on them without measure yet.  They needed to have their 

hearts melted down with the pure love of  Jesus.  Pentecost and the baptism of the Holy Spirit was what they needed  before they could go and make Disciples of all nations.  They needed the purity, power, and passion of our Lord Jesus poured out in their hearts.

This is why Jesus told them to “stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.” (Luke 24:49) and He would gather them together and command them “not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait for what the Father had promised, ‘Which’ He said, ‘you heard of from Me; for John baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” (Acts 1:4-5)
Jesus knew that they needed something more.  They needed His heart and they needed His love.  They needed His purity and they needed His passion.  They needed His very Spirit.

Their need and their lack was most obviously demonstrated by the fact that the one primary lesson that Jesus tried to teach them as delegated Disciples of His was the whole issue of  Servanthood.  The Disciples:

· as faithful as they were, 
· as powerful in spiritual anointing as they were (casting out demons, performing miracles in the Name of Jesus, and healing the sick), 
· as knowledgeable as they may have been in the Scriptures, 
· as informed as they may be in the messages and teachings of  Jesus
· as great of preachers as they may have been
· as full of  faith as they may have demonstrated
… still struggled with this business of being a selfless servant.

Over and over Jesus had tried to teach and model the great virtue and high calling of being the “servant of all” or the “slave of all.”  But, even up to the last night before He went to the cross, it was clear to Jesus that they STILL weren’t embracing this Kingdom principle and ideal.

They needed to have their hearts purified and cleansed – in one word, sanctified.  They needed the experience of  Pentecost where their hearts would be changed and where they could then begin to grow into the high calling and “descend into greatness” and become Servants of:  each other, the lost, the needy, the outcasts, and the hated Gentiles.

It was one thing to be the servants of  Jesus – they had done that fairly well as they had walked with Jesus for 3 years.  Just about anything that He asked them to do for Him – they did.  But while there might be some joy or nobility or fulfillment in serving Jesus directly – serving other smelly, messy, sinful, ungrateful people was another matter all together.

But the experience of Pentecost really helped the Disciples with this heart matter and immediately  we see the Disciples truly becoming Servants of each other and virtually everybody else!  

Once they had a Servant’s heart then Jesus could trust them to go and make Christlike Disciples.  Now, they could say to those they were working with and mentoring -- without pride or arrogance “imitate me as I imitate Christ!”  

They would give their lives in service to their Risen King and to His people.  They would serve the last, the least and the lost.  They weren’t always perfect in performance but their hearts were pure and they became selfless, Christlike Servants.
They had become more than Disciples who could “do the stuff.”  They had been miraculously touched by the Holy Spirit on Pentecost and then they began to really grow and mature into the character and heart of  Jesus – The Greatest Servant Of All Time!

As Servants of  Jesus and  Christlike Servants of each other – they could truly become Christlike DiscipleMakers making other Disciples who became Servants and Christlike DiscipleMakers as well.

Because of this progression that seems clear as we look at the growth and development of Christ’s original men – moving from Unbelievers to Believers to Followers to Disciples to Servants to DiscipleMakers – we have framed The Master’s Plan courses and curriculum around this pattern.  So, we have:


The Believer’s Course – designed for people who have moved from being an Unbeliever to 

putting their faith in Christ Jesus.  The Believer’s Course is made up of the Pre-Encounter class and the Encounter Weekend.  This is followed by:

The Follower’s Course – 10 weeks of classes, assignments, Bible reading, Life Groups, 

practical homework and Scripture memorization all designed to help the Believer become a Faithful Follower of Jesus.  In this course the student will look at what God’s Word says about being a true Follower of Jesus. This first “quarter” is sometimes called the Post-Encounter course.  It is followed by:

The Disciple’s Course – 10 weeks of  additional classes, assignments, Bible reading, Life 

Groups, practical homework and Scripture memorization all for the purpose of helping he Follower of  Jesus to become a Disciplined, Devoted Disciple of Jesus Christ. Along the way the student will study what God’s Word says about being a Disciple of Jesus. This is followed by:

The Servant’s Course -- 10 weeks of  classes, assignments, Bible reading, Life Groups, more 

practical homework and yet more Scripture memorization designed to look at a number of  issues related to becoming true selfless Servants of  Jesus. A Christlike Servant delights in serving Jesus by serving others just like Jesus would – and like Jesus did and still does!  Included in The Servant’s Course will be teaching and training in the discovery and use of  the spiritual gifts that God has given each one of us – all for the service of others.  This is followed by:

The DiscipleMaker’s Course – the final 10 weeks in the “year’s long” Master’s Plan 

curriculum moving the new Believer towards becoming a life-long Dedicated DiscipleMaker of  Jesus.  In this course the student will study 60 principles of what is involved in the great ministry that Jesus has called us all to be involved in – making Disciples of Jesus.  At the conclusion of the DiscipleMaker’s Course the DiscipleMaker-
in-training is invited to attend the DiscipleMaker’s Encounter.  This is a real treat!  You will love it as you are coached in one-on-one DiscipleMaking!
Along the journey of our lives Jesus has an agenda and goal for each of us in the various stages of Christian growth and maturity.  The following  is a simple sequence of what Jesus wants to do with each of us:

As we have said earlier we begin our lives as Unbelievers.  Jesus has a will and a goal for each Unbeliever and that is that each of them come to faith in Christ and allow Jesus to be their Lord and Master.  Then as we progress in our Christian life and maturity Jesus has a goal for each person at each stage of their growth as they move towards becoming life-long DiscipleMakers.
The Person


The Goal of our Lord for each person

Unbeliever


Mastered by Jesus – The goal of our Lord Jesus for each 

Unbeliever is that they will become a Believer.   This is a person who is sold out to allowing Jesus to be their King, Lord and Master.  Jesus wants each Unbeliever to become Mastered by Him.

Believer


Meeting with Jesus daily – growing up and becoming more and 

more like Jesus and truly becoming a Faithful Follower of Jesus.

Follower


Ministering with Jesus –  in His Name, by His power, for His 

glory, serving with their spiritual gifts as Jesus 

serves us, truly denying themselves, taking up their 

crosses and following Him fully daily into ministry and becoming Disciplined Disciples of Jesus who are increasingly becoming more like their Lord.

Disciple 


Mentored by Jesus moment by moment  -- taking every 

thought captive for the obedience of Christ, inquiring of Him about all decisions in life and becoming a selfless, Christlike Servant of Jesus.

Servant


Maturing in Jesus  -- Becoming sanctified and filled with God’s 

Spirit and learning to be a Servant Leader for others in the family of God, committed to becoming 

effective, faithful Devoted DiscipleMakers of Jesus.

DiscipleMakers

Making Disciples of Jesus who will never quit obeying the Great 

Commission and who will keep on making disciples until they become DiscipleMakers who are:

 Making DiscipleMakers of Jesus!

It is our prayer that you will continue to allow the Lord to use you and bless you and train you 

into becoming what He wants you to become.  Begin to pray that God will use this course to help 

you truly become like Jesus – as a Servant!

This is the Servant’s Course!  You are going to be blessed, encouraged, challenged, maybe a 

little convicted as you begin to explore the biblical issues of becoming a Servant like Jesus!  

What a high calling this is!  It is totally counter-intuitive and totally, gloriously “out-of-sync” 

with our self-focused, hedonistic, consumer culture!

What incredible joy you are going to have as you become a Servant of  the Most High King.  What a privilege you will discover it is to be a Servant for Jesus – serving somebody else with a truly selfless motivation.  In this course, it is our prayer that you will be set free and grow into this great destiny that Jesus has called each one of us into – that is, becoming “great” in God’s Kingdom as we follow our Lord’s example and become a Servant of all!

Jesus is calling all of us to follow Him and to live like He lived. Jesus is the all-time Greatest Servant that ever lived.  Over and over our Lord taught His Disciples that in His Kingdom the way to true greatness, ultimate fulfillment and maximum joy was to “descend into greatness” all the way down to the exalted role of a Servant.  That is exactly what Jesus did and before we can become DiscipleMakers we will need to cultivate the heart of a Servant as our Lord demonstrated. 
Key Memory Verse: 
Slave Of All
Mark 10:43-45  (New American Standard Bible)
43 "But it is not this way among you, but whoever wishes to become great among you shall be your servant;  44 and whoever wishes to be first among you shall be slave of all. 45 "For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many." 
Objective:  The purpose of this lesson is to encourage the Disciple who is becoming more than a Disciple… to pursue the high goal of becoming a Christlike selfless Servant.  This lesson will give the student the biblical background that will assist them in developing a Servant’s heart and attitude that will bring God great glory and result in a life-time of godly service and much fruit as a Servant-Leader DiscipleMaker someday.
Key Definitions or Concepts:
1.  True servanthood is a foreign concept to most of us.  We are not born with an innate desire and urge to become a selfless servant of anybody!  Our fallen, sinful, selfish nature wants to be “in charge”.  Naturally we want to be “the boss” who is served by everybody else!

2. Jesus’ original 12 struggled greatly with this concept.  Again and again, our Lord Jesus attempted to teach these first Disciples that there was much more to being a disciple of His than merely preaching, teaching, doing miracles, healing everybody, casting out demons and raising the dead… that “much more” involved becoming the “servant” or “slave” of everybody else!

3. Jesus not only taught this powerful life-transforming principle but He demonstrated it and lived it out in many ways.

4.  Our greatest joy will come from being a Servant of God who truly serves everybody else… just like Jesus did.

5.  A true Servant’s heart is not natural, but it can be cultivated and developed along with God’s sanctifying power in our lives.

6.  The disciples would have their hearts purified and transformed at Pentecost by the baptism and filling of the Holy Spirit and they became the world-class Selfless Servants that Jesus wanted them to become someday. 

7.  We dare not attempt to make Disciples of Jesus until we begin to take on the role and posture of a Servant.  God has not called us to dominate and “boss” our young new Christians in some sort of authoritarian way.  They are not our servants… we are their servants to help them grow and become like Jesus and become disciples who do everything that Jesus told us to do… including making disciples and becoming the servants of all.  DiscipleMaking is hard work!  Doing consolidation work, that is, following-up on new Christians is not easy.  Without a Servant’s heart we will quit and get discouraged. Only real Servants will ever become effective, steadfast DiscipleMakers. 

8. You were created by God to serve.  You will never know the maximum joy and fulfillment that God wants you to enjoy until you follow Jesus down the path of servanthood.

1.  Jesus The King Of Kings Became The Greatest Servant Of All!

The One who deserved the highest glory and praise and the greatest service… decided to come to earth and become a servant of astonishingly “low” levels!  

Philippians 2:3-8  (New American Standard Bible)

3 Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard one another as more important than yourselves;   4 do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others.  5 Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus,   6 who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped,   7 but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men.   8 Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 
Look what our Lord Jesus did!  And He calls us to do the same.  

On the night that Jesus had the Last Supper with His disciples He demonstrated this kind of phenomenal servanthood.  The disciples had once again been arguing over who was the greatest among them (each one fighting for preeminence!).  Jesus had just told them that one of them was going to betray Him!

Luke 22:23-27 (New American Standard Bible)

23 And they began to discuss among themselves which one of them it might be who was going to do this thing.  24 And there arose also a dispute among them as to which one of them was regarded to be greatest.  25 And He said to 
them, "The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them; and those who have authority over them are called 'Benefactors.'  26 "But it is not this way with you, but the one who is the greatest among you must become like the 
youngest, and the leader like the servant.  27 "For who is greater, the one who reclines at the table or the one who serves? Is it not the one who reclines at the table? But I am among you as the one who serves. 

Then Jesus shocked them all by demonstrating the kind of selfless serving He was talking about:

John 13:3-5  (New American Standard Bible)

3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into His hands, and that He had come forth from God and was going back to God,   4 got up from supper, and laid aside His garments; and taking a towel, He girded Himself.   5 Then He poured water into the basin, and began to wash the disciples' feet and to wipe them with the towel with which He was girded.
John 13:12-17  (New American Standard Bible)
 12 So when He had washed their feet, and taken His garments and reclined at the table again, He said to them, "Do you know what I have done to you?  13 "You call Me Teacher and Lord; and you are right, for so I am.  14 "If I then, the Lord and the Teacher, washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet.  15 "For I gave you an example that you also should do as I did to you.  16 "Truly, truly, I say to you, a slave is not greater than his master, nor is one who is sent greater than the one who sent him.  17 "If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them. 

What glorious condescension!  What noble humility!  What a God we have!

Jesus became God’s Suffering Servant that Isaiah talked about by going to the cross for us.  He became our Servant by giving His life in brokenness and humility so that we could be saved forever.  He continues to serve us day and night in the great ministry of intercession for us!  Jesus is the Greatest Servant of all time.  And our passion is to become like Jesus!
2.  Jesus Taught A Lot About Selfless Servanthood
Matthew 20:25-28   (New American Standard Bible)

25 But Jesus called them to Himself and said, "You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great men exercise authority over them.  26 "It is not this way among you, but whoever wishes to become great 
among you shall be your servant,  27 and whoever wishes to be first among you shall be your slave;  28 just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many." 

Matthew 23:10-12  (New American Standard Bible)

10 "Do not be called leaders; for One is your Leader, that is, Christ.  11 "But the greatest among you shall be your servant.  12 "Whoever exalts himself shall be humbled; and whoever humbles himself shall be exalted. 

Mark 9:33-35  (New American Standard Bible)

33 They came to Capernaum; and when He was in the house, He began to question them, "What were you discussing on the way?"   34 But they kept 
silent, for on the way they had discussed with one another which of them was the greatest.   35 Sitting down, He called the twelve and said to them, "If anyone wants to be first, he shall be last of all and servant of all." 

Mark 10:43-45  (New American Standard Bible)
43 "But it is not this way among you, but whoever wishes to become great among you shall be your servant;  44 and whoever wishes to be first among you shall be slave of all. 45 " For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many."
This was not just a footnote or sidebar in Jesus’ life and teaching.  This was a dominant theme throughout His ministry and preaching.  Jesus was setting the world’s standards “right side up”.  Jesus was giving a very radical message about what is most important in the Kingdom of God.

The “greatest” weren’t those who lorded it over others or who forced others to serve them… but the truly great in God’s eyes were the ones who voluntarily chose to “GO LOW” and humble themselves and serve others just as selflessly as Jesus Himself did.

Jesus would even say that when we have done EVERYTHING that God had commanded us to do that we could still only call ourselves by a lowly title: “unworthy slaves” (Luke 17:10)  Most of us can’t truly say that we have done EVERYTHING that our Lord has commanded us to do… so, we haven’t even “made it up to the level” of  “unworthy slave” yet!  Help us, Jesus!

3.  The First Apostles Of Jesus Lived This Out And Taught This Powerful Theme As Well
The Apostle Paul constantly referred to Himself as a “servant”, “bond-servant”, “slave”, or “bond-slave”.  So did James, the Lord’s half brother. Peter did the same thing. Jude, another half brother also called himself a “bond-servant” as did John the Apostle.

These great men of God knew that one of their greatest “claims to fame” was that they were servants of Jesus and servants of Jesus’ people.

The word “minister” means “servant”.

Paul wrote that we were to serve one another.

Galatians 5:13d  (New American Standard Bible)

through love serve one another.
He also told us to submit to one another.

Ephesians 5:21  (New American Standard Bible)
Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.

Paul told us that we were to honor everybody else as being more important than we are. (Philippians 2:3)  Again, that is what our Lord did.  He treated everybody with great honor and 
love.  He honored His disciples as if they were more important than He was… in His eyes, they were!  They were going to become DiscipleMakers!  They were going to do “even greater works” than He had done! (John 14:12)

Service and serving is so important to Jesus that He is going to continue to serve us into eternity!

4.  Jesus The Greatest Servant Of All Is Going To Continue To Serve Us In Heaven—As If We Were More Important Than Him!
Luke 12:35-40   (New American Standard Bible)

35"Be dressed in readiness, and keep your lamps lit.  36"Be like men who are waiting for their master when he returns from the wedding feast, so that they may immediately open the door to him when he comes and knocks.   37"Blessed are those slaves whom the master will find on the alert when he comes; truly I say to you, that he will gird himself to serve, and have them recline at the table, and will come up and wait on them.  38"Whether he comes in the second watch, or even in the third, and finds them so, blessed are those slaves.  39"But be sure of this, that if the head of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have allowed his house to be broken into.  40"You too, be ready; for the Son of Man is coming at an hour that you do not expect." 

Let’s continue to follow our Lord Jesus as He leads us deeper and deeper DOWN… descending into true kingdom greatness – all the way down – to a position much more exalted in God’s eyes than “Leader” or “Master” or “Boss” – more than a Disciple…the position of Christlike Selfless Servant!

Begin to ask God to give you the heart of a true Servant – the heart of Jesus the Greatest Servant of all.
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