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Servant’s Course

Lesson 10
Session 2

Complete Notes
God’s Vision For Our Future = Fantastic Fruitfulness!
Introduction:  Over and over in Scripture we see that God has called His faithful Servants to be fruitful for His glory!  In fact, God’s very first words to His creation was: “be fruitful”.  Jesus even declared that this is how His Heavenly Father is glorified – that His Servants “bear much fruit”.  It is God’s call, God’s will, God’s plan and God’s destiny that each of us who are learning to be Servants of the Most High God be spiritually fruitful with fruit that lasts!  
Key Memory Verse: 
John 15:8  (New American Standard Bible)
“By this is My Father glorified, that you bear much fruit, and so prove to be My disciples.”
Objective:  The goal of this lesson is that the Servant of Jesus will understand the will of God for fruitfulness in their life and that they will begin to live a life that will bear much fruit for the glory of God and the salvation of souls.
Key Definitions or Concepts:
1. God has clearly called us all to be fruitful.  It is His will, His desire, and His expectation of us.

2. God measures faithfulness by fruitfulness.  Faithfulness to Jesus, His Word and the Gospel is foundational and absolutely essential.  Being loyal and committed to Jesus is the basis for our Christian lives.  But God wants more than that from His people.  He calls us to be faithful AND fruitful.  We can be faithful to God… and faithful to unfruitful strategies and methodologies and end up with very little fruit for the Father.  God has called us to be faithful to Him and faithful in fruit bearing.

In fact, we see from Scripture that fruitful Servants are called “faithful” and unfruitful Servants are punished severely.  “Good and faithful servants” are called “good and faithful” by the Master on Judgment Day not because they were simply morally “good” and “faithful” or loyal to their Master… but because they are good and faithful in productivity and effective fruit bearing… their labors produced results that the Master appreciated. (Matthew 25:21,23)  By contrast, the slave that was harshly rebuked and cast out into outer darkness (a picture of hell) may have been morally “good” and loyal and constant in his allegiance to the Master… but he is called “wicked and lazy” by Jesus because he had not been “good and faithful” in what the Master had asked him to do … be fruitful and productive and use what he had been given for the Master’s benefit and blessing.  He wasn’t fruitful.

3. There are different kinds of “fruit” mentioned in Scripture and God wants us to be fruitful in all of them.

4. God gives us clear instructions on how to be FRUITFUL SERVANTS and bring Him much glory. 
1.  God Wants Us To Bear Fruit For Him
· In the Parable of the Soils (Matthew 13:3-9; Mark 4:3-20) the minimum return from “Good Soil” was 30x… and others were 60x and some were 100x.  But all “Good Soil” produced a good harvest of “fruit”.  At the minimum God expects a 30x level of fruitfulness from you and me.

· God promises that His people will be fruitful dozens and dozens of times in Scripture.  Over and over God promises that if His people will be true to Him and obey Him that He will give them fruitfulness in every area of their lives.

·   Barrenness is a curse.  Fruitfulness is a sign of God’s blessings in the Bible.

· In the verse that we started this lesson off with we see that Jesus tells us that God is glorified when we “bear much fruit”... not just a little fruit, or some fruit, but MUCH FRUIT!

· We are commanded over and over to be fruitful.

· While it is God who gives the increase... we are responsible for our fruitfulness!  We will answer to Jesus for our barrenness or fruitfulness.  We will give an accounting someday to our Lord on how fruitful we were.  We are responsible!

· We will be known by our fruit.  (Matthew 7:16-20)

· We were saved to bear fruit for God:

Romans 7:14  (New International Version)
So, my brothers, you also died to the law through the body of Christ, that you might belong to another, to him who was raised from the dead, in order that we might bear fruit to God.
· Jesus devotes half of a chapter worth of teaching on the last night He had with His disciples before He went to the cross to talk about the desire of God for “fruit”, “more fruit”, “much fruit” and “fruit that would last or remain”.
John 15:1-11, 16  (New American Standard Bible)

1 "I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. 

 2 "Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit, He takes away; and every branch that bears fruit, He prunes it so that it may bear more fruit. 

 3 "You are already clean because of the word which I have spoken to you. 

 4 "Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself unless it abides in the vine, so neither can you unless you abide in Me. 

 5 "I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me and I in him, he bears much fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing. 
 6 "If anyone does not abide in Me, he is thrown away as a branch and dries up; and they gather them, and cast them into the fire and they are burned. 
 7 "If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 

 8 "My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit, and so prove to be My disciples. 

 9 "Just as the Father has loved Me, I have also loved you; abide in My love. 

 10 "If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love; just as I have kept My Father's commandments and abide in His love. 

 11 "These things I have spoken to you so that My joy may be in you, and that your joy may be made full. 
16 "You did not choose Me but I chose you, and appointed you that you would go and bear fruit, and that your fruit would remain, so that whatever you ask of the Father in My name He may give to you. 
It seems pretty clear – our Father wants fruit!  He is in the Fruit Business and we are His servants in the fruit business.  God wants fruit, more fruit, and much fruit from us!  

What excuses do you think will stand up before the throne of Jesus when He talks to us about our fruitfulness or lack of it.  He has given us everything we need to be extremely fruitful... His Word, His power, His anointing, His authority, His angels, His Church, His Blood, His armor, His promises, His Presence, His protection, His gifts, His Spirit, His mandate, His example, His commandments, His prayers, His blessing and His commission.  So what will be our excuse for barrenness or little fruit on that great Day of Accounting?

He wants us to be fruitful as well as faithful.  And it appears that if we will be faithful the way Jesus wants us to be faithful… we will indeed produce much fruit for our Father’s glory.  We must be faithful to Jesus and His Word.  We must be faithful to Jesus’ Great Commission (“Go and make disciples…”) and we must be faithful to Jesus’ methodology of making disciples.  If we do this, we will be incredibly fruitful.

2.  God’s Word Speaks Of Different Kinds Of Spiritual Fruit
A. The Fruit of the Spirit – Galatians 5:22-23; Romans 8:23
Galatians 5:22-23  (New American Standard Bible)

22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,   23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. 
God calls us to bear “good fruit” – Matthew 7:17-18; James 3:17

John the Baptist said that trees that don’t bear “good fruit” were to be cut down and thrown into the fire.  (What could Jesus possibly mean by “fire”?) – Luke 3:9
B. The Fruit of our Lips – Hebrews 13:15 – praise and thanksgiving to God
C. The Fruit of the Light  -- Ephesians 5:9 – goodness, righteousness and truth

D. The Fruit of Righteousness  -- Hebrews 12:11; Philippians 1:11
Proverbs 12:12 tells us that the root of the righteous will yield fruit!

E. The Fruit of Good Works – Colossians 1:10; Ephesians 2:10

F. The Fruit of Repentance – Matthew 3:8; Luke 3:8
G. The Fruit of Souls – I Corinthians 16:15

Romans 1:13  (New American Standard Bible)
I do not want you to be unaware, brethren, that often I have planned to come to you (and have been prevented so far) so that I may obtain some fruit among you also, even as among the rest of the Gentiles.
Paul is talking about souls here… not fruit from fruit trees...not apples and oranges!  Paul says in Philippians 1:22 that he was interested in “fruitful labor” (not just labor).  So much of Christian or Church labor... is just labor... it is unfruitful labor.  Does it produce Disciples who make Disciples?  If not, then why are we wasting time and energy on it?

H.  The Fruit of Disciples  -- Acts 6:7


Acts 6:7  (New American Standard Bible)

The word of God kept on spreading; and the number of the disciples continued to increase greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests were becoming obedient to the faith.

Our Lord wants to help us be fruitful for His glory in all of these areas.  
Converts may not last… most don’t… (see the Parable of the Soils) in fact, in America… 90% of “converts to Christ” don’t last… but DISCIPLES DO!  This is why Jesus didn’t tell us to “go and make converts” rather, He told us to “go and make disciples!”  This is the “fruit that lasts”.

3.  How To Be Fruitful For God’s Glory
The following points are given to us in Scripture to show us how to bear maximum fruit for God’s glory and how to make our lives count for optimal impact for eternity.  If you will truly get after these key points you will bear much fruit for the Father and it will be fruit that will last for eternity!
A. Prepare your heart to be “Good Soil” that can receive the Word of God  
Mark 4:3-20
We prepare the “soil” of our hearts by removing the “rocks” and “thorns” and breaking up our hard ground and “fallow ground”.  Fallow ground is soil that has been left unplanted and unplowed and it has grown hard, unproductive and full of weeds and it  needs to be plowed up so that it can be open and soft to receive the seed

Jeremiah 4:3
For thus saith the LORD to the men of Judah and Jerusalem, break up your fallow ground, and sow not among thorns.

 Hosea 10:12
Sow to yourselves in righteousness, reap in mercy; break up your fallow ground: for it is time to seek the LORD, till he come and rain righteousness upon you.

We break up the “fallow ground” of our hearts by honest confession of  sin and repentance.  We grow humble in His presence and allow God to speak to us about anything in our lives that He finds offensive.  Get rid of the things that would distract you from receiving God’s Word and growing in Jesus.  Get rid of: the worries of the world, the deceitfulness of riches, and the desires for other things. (Mark 4:19)  Good soil WILL produce a fruitful harvest.  Repent, get rid of the distractions.  Be totally dedicated to Jesus and His Word.  Ask Jesus to make you “Good Soil”.  Soften your heart to hear the voice of God. Obey whatever He tells you to do.  Spend time with God letting Him soften up your heart for His Word. Luke 8:15 tells us that the “Good Soil” were those who heard the Word of God in an “honest and good heart, and hold it fast.” 

B. Receive the Word of God daily into your life – Abide (Live) in God’s Word
Come to God’s Word and spend time in listening to His Spirit speak to you through His Word.  God’s Word should have more input into your life by sheer amount of  time and influence than any other form of media or material.  God’s fruitful servants spend more time in prayer and God’s Word than they do watching movies, videos, surfing the Internet on the computer, watching TV or reading anything else. No other source of information or entertainment will cause you to be fruitful for Jesus like God’s Word will.  Listen to His Word and do what He tells you to do.

John 2:5  -- “Whatever He says to you, do it!”
John 8:31 – “If you abide in My word, then you are truly disciples of Mine.”

John 15:7 – “If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it shall be done for you.”

C. Abide Everyday in Jesus  
To Abide = To remain in, to live constantly and continually with or in

John 15:4-5  (New American Standard Bible)

4 "Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself unless it abides in the vine, so neither can you unless you abide in Me. 

 5 "I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me and I in him, HE BEARS MUCH FRUIT, for apart from Me you can do nothing. 
D. Pray to be fruitful!
Earnestly, fervently, passionately, constantly call on God and cry out to Him to make you fruitful!  You can ask whatever you wish.  Ask for whatever level of fruitfulness you want!  Ask Big!  Ask for nations!  Ask for your 12 and your 144.  Ask God to make you a 100x person!  Start with one!  Ask for one!  Then ask for another one!

I ask God daily for my 12; my 144; my 1,728; my 20,736; my 248,832; my 2,985,984; and my 35, 831,808!…. All the way up to 7 generations of disciples who will make

disciples of Jesus!  God can do way more than I can ask, think, dream of or fantasize!  In God’s eyes, I may still be asking too small! 

Jesus said that I could ask for anything if I would abide in Him and let His Word abide in me.  I am doing that.  But now I have to persistently ASK!  Jesus said that the Father would give me anything that I ask for.  I believe Him.  I am asking BIG!... All for His Glory and the salvation of souls!

Are you dissatisfied with your barrenness?!  Ask for FRUIT… MORE FRUIT… MUCH FRUIT… AND FRUIT THAT WILL LAST AND REMAIN!  You know that this is the will of God!  You can ask boldly and expect Him to make you fruitful!  It is going to happen!  You’ve got God’s Word on it!

E. Allow God to prune you for the sake of more fruit
John 15:2 tells us that God prunes us (cuts things away from us; subtracts out of our lives) if we have been fruitful in the past.  And He prunes us for the sake of more fruit for His Father’s glory!

Ask God to prune you!  Ask God to eliminate out of your life anything and everything that keeps you from being as fruitful as He wants you to be.  Ask God to prune out any deadwood, sin, hobbies, TV time, entertainment, time wasters, or distractions that keep you from fruitfulness.  Ask God to eliminate out of your life the “good” things as well so that you can focus on the very BEST things that will produce maximum fruitfulness!

F. Work Hard!  
In Colossians 1:28-29 and other passages Paul said that he worked extremely hard to produce Christlike disciples.  Paul said that it took everything that he had... and on top of his efforts it took the supernatural power of God working in him for him to disciple others into Christlikeness.
It takes hard work.  No kidding.  But it will be the most rewarding, most fulfilling, most joyful work you will ever do.  Nothing else you do in life will bring you the joy, fulfillment, satisfaction, blessing and eternal rewards like working hard for Jesus to produce lasting disciples for Him.  Jesus’ joy will be in you and your joy will be made full!  (John 15:11)  Maximum joy comes from producing fruit that lasts (disciples) for the Father!  Nothing else will bring you Maximum Jesus Joy!  You and I only have a little time left to work for Jesus and make disciples who will make disciples for, as Jesus said,

 “we must work the works of Him who sent Me, as long as it is day; the night cometh, when no man can work.”  (John 9:4) 

There will come a day when you and I  will long to be able to do some more discipling work for Jesus... but it will be night and the moment of opportunity (day) will have passed... and it will be too late then to try and make any more disciples for Jesus.
G. Persevere at DiscipleMaking

Because it is hard work and at points discouraging work... it is easy to give up and quit!  Satan will do everything he can to discourage you and cause you to give up on trying to 

make disciples of Jesus who will make disciples.  But God’s Word promises that we will harvest a great crop of souls and disciples if we do not quit.

Galatians 6:9  (New American Standard Bible)

Let us not lose heart in doing good, for in due time we will reap if we do not grow weary.
Luke 8:15  (New American Standard Bible)

"But the seed in the good soil, these are the ones who have heard the word in an honest and good heart, and hold it fast, and bear fruit with perseverance.” 

H. Die to yourself and your own ideas of what will be best for your life and what will bring you maximum joy and fulfillment.
Paul said, “I die daily”.  (I Corinthians 15:31)

Jesus said in Luke 9:23, that those who wanted to be like Him and with Him would have to:

· Daily deny themselves

· Daily take up their cross

· Daily follow Him
John 12:24  (New American Standard Bible)

"Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.

Are you ready to die?     Are you ready to bear much fruit for our Father?
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