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Servant’s Course

Lesson 3
Session 1

Complete Notes
The Servant Of Jesus And The Power Of Small
Introduction:  Everything great began with something small.  There is tremendous power in “small.”  Too many of us look at something small and have a hard time imagining that anything great or significant can come from something so small and seemingly insignificant.  God seems to delight in starting with something incredibly small and confounding all of us with how He grows it and multiplies it into something fantastically huge and powerfully significant.  Our God is the God of “small beginnings,” but He is the God of great growth and multiplication as well.  God is going to take our smallness and make something incredible for His glory if we yield to Him, refuse to focus on our smallness and impotency and instead keep our eyes on His greatness and His ultimate plan.  A Servant of Jesus learns to dare to trust His Master for impossible victories and breakthroughs and then to work with Jesus to see it accomplished.  A Servant of our Lord does not despise something that God doesn’t despise and God never despises small things or small beginnings.
Key Memory Verse:  

Zechariah 4:10a  (New American Standard Bible)
For who has despised the day of small things?
God certainly doesn’t despise the day of small things or small beginnings and neither should we!  We are depressed by our smallness… God is impressed with our potential!
Objective: The purpose of this lesson is to help the Servant of Jesus begin to believe that our God is a mighty God who delights in taking the small and seemingly insignificant and making it into a wonder of His grace, glory and power.  We serve a great God who loves to start with small things and grow them into mighty instruments of His Hand.   
Key Definitions or Concepts:
1. Everything great on this earth started as something small.  “Small” is how God begins to do His mightiest works.

· God doesn’t start with a population of millions in the Garden of Eden.  He could have created millions in a second but instead He started with one man and He added one woman.  A pretty small and humble beginning.  But, that is all God needs to get started.  Think about how that original couple has grown to 6.5 billion people on planet earth today… and it is estimated that 6.2 billion people have already lived and died before today’s generation!
· The mighty redwood trees didn’t start off huge… they started with a tiny seed.

· The biggest, strongest, mightiest human being started off as a microscopic sperm and egg,  grew to become a tiny baby, then a toddler and, finally, an adult.  As someone once said, “A little boy is the only thing God can use to grow a man!”

· The largest companies in any industry had very humble and small beginnings.

· The largest churches in the world started out with just a handful of people.  Dr. Cho’s church of over 1,000,000 in South Korea started with 5 people.  Saddleback Church that now runs over 25,000 started 25 years ago with just 7 people! 

· The greatest countries had humble beginnings – think of our own nation.

· When God wanted to grow a mighty nation he started with one little old man – Abraham -and one little old lady – Sarah - and then, one little baby boy… and the nation of Israel was born.

· When God wanted to save the world … He started with a little tiny baby in a manger.
2.  There is incredible power packed into small packages – think about the power locked up in a single atom – the power of a nuclear explosion!  God loves to start something powerful with a very small object or person.

3.  God can produce thousands of apple orchards that will produce billions of apples from one apple seed!

4.  Our God is a God of tiny beginnings… but, what God is involved in doesn’t stay small.  He is the God who created multiplication and His first command to us was to be fruitful and multiply!

1. Don’t Despise Small Things
God doesn’t.  Neither should we.  We see a small congregation here at our church.  God sees multitudes and nations.  We see what is.  God sees what is going to be!  We see our past and our present.  God is focused on our future. 

We see a small class of students studying God’s Word.  God sees a massive movement of DiscipleMaking that will continue until the day Jesus returns resulting in millions and millions of new Christians and millions and millions of Disciples of Jesus who will in turn make tens of millions of Disciples of Jesus.

Don’t despise small offerings.  Think about the widow’s two small coins and how that touched the heart of heaven.

Don’t despise a small Life Group meeting.  Only God knows what is going to happen there and in the days ahead that could shake and change the whole destiny of the earth!

As someone once said, 


“Don’t ever doubt that a small group of committed people can change 

the world – that has always been how the world has been changed!”
Remember:

· The signers of the Declaration of Independence – a relative small group of men

· The communist party – that would one day enslave billions – started with 17 men

· The Disciples of Jesus – just 11 of them would turn the world upside down in their lifetime!

Zechariah 4:10a  (New American Standard Bible)
For who has despised the day of small things?
Not God!
2.  Don’t Despise Small Beginnings
God doesn’t.  Neither should we.  God can see the fantastic future for each insignificant beginning.  God wanted to save a nation.  So he started with a little abandoned slave baby in a pathetic little floating basket in the Nile River … and 80 years later mighty Moses would rock and destroy, through the power of God, the greatest, richest, most powerful nation on earth!

Job 8:7  (New American Standard Bible)
"Though your beginning was insignificant, yet your end will increase greatly.”

God wanted to save His threatened people who were on the brink of destruction and extinction and He used a small-in-stature teenager named David to kill a giant man-killer.

God wanted to bring a Savior into the world and He started in a tiny womb of a frightened teenage girl of about 14 named Mary.

God wants to take Anaheim for His glory and He is starting with a small group of folks committed to His Master’s Plan.  We have a pretty “insignificant” beginning but because of God’s explosive powers of multiplication our end will “increase greatly.”

The ancient Chinese proverb reminds us that the journey of a thousand miles begins with the first step.

3. Don’t Despise Small People
God doesn’t.  Neither should we.  Our Lord Jesus loved God’s smallest people… children.  Jesus reserved some of His highest compliments for children and people who demonstrated child-like faith.

Billy Graham was a toddler once upon a time!  He was a rowdy little boy in somebody’s Junior Boys Sunday School class once!  Only God can imagine the ministry that he would have some day!

The Apostle Paul was a baby in his mother’s arms once.  Only God could see what little “Saul” would become someday.

God doesn’t see any person as a “small” or “insignificant” person!  Only God knows who is really in your Life Group.  Only God can see how He is going to use the people that He gives you to disciple.  The greatest DiscipleMaker of all time - next to Jesus - may be sitting here tonight or be a member of your Life Group.  Treat each person in your Life Group as if they are going to be the greatest DiscipleMaker of all time with millions upon millions brought into the Kingdom of God because of them!  You may live to see that happen!

4. Don’t Despise Small “Seeds”
God is too smart to despise the smallest of seeds.  He knows the powerful potential in the smallest of beginnings and seeds.
Jesus told a parable once about how small seeds can become incredibly significant examples of growth and fruitfulness and usefulness.

Matthew 13:31-32  (New American Standard Bible)

 31 He presented another parable to them, saying, "The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, which a man took and sowed in his field;  32 and this is smaller than all other seeds, but when it is full grown, it is larger than the garden plants and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and nest in its branches." 
Small seeds of love and kindness can bring an incredible harvest. A small “seed thought” planted into a waiting heart can change history.  Small seeds of encouragement can change a life.  Small seeds of sharing God’s Gospel with someone can result in a soul being saved who leads a few more to Christ and those few lead a few more to Christ and someday a multitude of souls are in heaven praising their Lord Jesus because of one small seed that was sown by a faithful witness of Jesus.

5. Don’t Despise Small Breakthroughs
There is phenomenal power in a small breakthrough!  Jesus started a worldwide movement by sending out His original 12 with specific small assignments.  Jesus knew that as they obeyed Him in small steps that this would cause them to experience small “breakthroughs” which would ultimately result in an unbelievable harvest of souls that continues down to today.  Small steps of “breakthrough” can change and transform our lives.  

In I Samuel 14:6-16 we see that Jonathan and his armor-bearer, under the power of God, defeated 20 men on half an acre of land, and the rest of the enemy army simply melted away in total defeat and his own army was inspired to fight all day long and win phenomenal victories. This one, seemingly small “breakthrough victory” brought forth a thrilling, massive, incredibly significant victory for the whole nation of Israel.

David kills one massive giant, a big man – yes, but a small breakthrough – and the entire enemy army was defeated as God’s people rallied behind the inspiration of this one “breakthrough” victory!  A “little” victory can lead to even greater victories and deliverances.   A tiny breakthrough is all God needs to turn everything around. God will direct us to lead our Life Groups into small goals and small victories that will bring small breakthroughs that will add up to fantastic results someday!  We will go from victory to victory.

Our Life Groups need to see small victories and small breakthroughs.  We will build on each one of them. As Servant-leaders of our Life Groups it is our task to establish goals within the group that are:

· clear-cut

· measurable

· “do-able” … small enough that we can imagine them being done with God’s help

· urgent and definable … set a deadline or you will never reach it!

· faith stretchers … big enough to require God and a “miracle”

· God inspired after prayer and waiting on God

· inspirational

6. Don’t Despise Small Goals
Nehemiah had a huge task of re-building the wall of Jerusalem.  He accomplished this “impossible” Herculean task by sub-dividing the project into small, achievable “goals”… then he gave each family and clan a small section of the wall to work on and he told them how to do it.  They achieved these small goals and the whole wall was built in 52 days. 

The most effectively multiplying Life Groups in the world set monthly goals for attendance, new people, and new souls brought to Christ. The healthiest Life Groups in the world set goals aggressively, pray passionately, work hard and are amazed as God helps them surpass their goals again and again.  These Life Groups will typically double and multiply every 6 months!  This is being done all over the world by groups who dare to set goals, pray over them and work to see these “small breakthroughs”.

Take inventory of your Life Group and decide what area needs improvement:


Attendance, absences, visitors, souls saved, follow-ups, prayer, community outreaches,


service for others, etc. 

Then, under God’s direction, set attainable, “do-able” goals for the next 30 days. After 30 days, evaluate your success or failure. Then, have the group help you set the next month’s goals.

Work on one area at a time.  Remember, one small breakthrough can cause a “domino” effect that causes other “breakthroughs” to occur.  Success, in small baby steps, can cause us to have the faith to dare to ask God for bigger successes and greater victories.

Small victories and small breakthroughs can bring permanent, thrilling results to your Life Group.

The leaders and groups that decide not to set goals  almost always stagnate, don’t grow, duplicate or multiply and few souls are won to Christ by these “goal-less” groups.  God seems to honor the faith and work of people who set goals after consulting with God and each other!

This is the way to have twelve months of consecutive small victories – that add up to a year of phenomenal results!
· Each month set a goal in one of the above mentioned areas.

· The devil will try to convince us that we can never change or improve our Life Groups and that they will always stay small and barren.  What a liar!  

· Each month pray and work and pray and work some more and then at the end of the month evaluate what God did through you folks and what happened.

· Celebrate the victories.  Talk to God about the failures.  Set new goals together for the next month. 

· Goals can be set in areas like:

· Attendance

· Absentees contacted

· Times of social gatherings where unsaved people can be invited and loved on

· How many the Life Group will take to the next Encounter

· How many souls saved

· How many added to the Group

· Commit your plans and goals to God and claim Proverbs 16:3

Proverbs 16:3  (New International Version)

Commit to the LORD whatever you do, and your plans will succeed.
Do you believe that?  Really?  God’s promises are true.  And they are true for you!
· Believe that God wants to do so much more than you can ask or think… and begin to ask Him to do just that!  Ask Him to blow your goals away with His awesome power.  

-     Claim Philippians 4:13:  “I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.”

Always remember these truths:

1.  God knows that Life Groups that don’t grow and change  …  die!

2.  God wants your group to grow!

3.  God wants your group to reach people for Jesus!

4.  God will give you the results that you believe for… “as your faith is, so shall it be!”  Ask God to help you to release the collective faith of your Life Group to see a small breakthrough in your group. 

5.  God will give you the victory and the success that you pray and work for:

Zechariah 4:6  (New American Standard Bible)

“Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit,” says the LORD of hosts.
6.  God will give you small victory after small breakthrough after small victory followed by another small breakthrough as you implement the strategy of the setting of small goals, “baby steps,” that keep your Life Group moving in the right direction.

7.  God will help your Life Group begin to win souls, raise up new leaders, get people to the Encounters, invite people to church, and begin to impact your community.  Your Life Group is not too small for God to use!

8. God knows that big victories and phenomenal results all begin with small steps and small beginnings.  God will unleash His supernatural power upon our efforts that will cause the overall outcome to be so much greater than the individual “baby steps” taken and the small accomplishments achieved. 

9. Begin to praise God for the small victories and small goals that He is going to help you to achieve as a Life Group for His great glory and for the salvation of souls! 

Claim this promise of God for His people – for your Life Group and church:

Jeremiah 30:19  
Thanksgiving will come out of them, a sound of celebration. I will multiply them, and they will not decrease; I will honor them, and they will not be insignificant or small.   

That promise is for you and your Life Group!  Praise God!
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