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Servant’s Course

Lesson 8

Sessions 1 and 2 

Complete Notes

Serving God In Spiritual Warfare
Introduction:  As we study our Bibles carefully it is clear from the very first pages to the last few pages of God’s Book that there is a spiritual struggle going on in the heavenlies.  There is a very real enemy that attacks God’s people with lies, suggestions, accusations and temptations.   Not only do we see this struggle in the first pages of Genesis but we find it in the first chapter of the first book of the Bible ever written – the Book of Job.  

In the life of our Lord Jesus Christ we find Satan and his demons “alive and well” and very active in the affairs of men and women.  Jesus confronted these powers of darkness and won powerful victories over them.  God’s Word tells us that one of the reasons why Jesus came to planet earth was this:  “The Son of God appeared for this purpose, that He might destroy the works of the devil.” (I John 3:8)
Jesus defeated Satan at the cross and today we move, live and do spiritual combat from that great position of total victory in Jesus Christ.  Our enemy, Satan has been completely defeated at the cross.  He was rendered powerless at the cross.  (Hebrews 2:14)

Jesus has called His Servants to carry out, enforce and execute the victory that He secured with His Blood, death and resurrection.  He always leads us in His triumph and victory.  (I Corinthians 15:57; 
II Corinthians 2:14) 
We are opposed but we are victorious in Jesus.  We have a very real enemy but he is a defeated foe.  God does not want us to be ignorant of our enemy or his schemes as we see in II Corinthians 2:11  “in order that no advantage be taken of us by Satan for we are not ignorant of his schemes.”
To be successful in any kind of combat you need to know that you are indeed in combat, that you have a very real opponent and you need to know what your enemy is trying to do to you.  Unless you know your enemy and his strategies, movements and attacks you will never win.  Thankfully, God’s Word has not left us clueless when it comes to spiritual warfare.
The moment you became  a Christian you inherited an enemy – Satan and all of his legions of demons.
God’s Word says that we have left the kingdom of darkness and we have entered the kingdom of light.  Once we were under Satan’s control and dominion (Colossians 1:12-13) but now we are Servants of the Most High Holy God.
Satan is very angry that we are no longer his lackeys and fools and he will fight hard to get us back under his control and dominion.  He will stop at nothing and he will fight dirty.  It is God’s Will that we learn to fight back, take back territory from the enemy, and stand firm and strong against all of the attacks of our sworn enemy.
Satan wars against our souls and God has given us everything that we need to stand strong and resist him and all of his evil schemes, evil demons and dirty weapons.

As Servants of Jesus we join the fight for souls along with our Lord.  If we are going to go into the world and make Christlike Disciples of all the nations we are going to have to learn how to do combat for souls and set people free by the powerful weapons that God has given us to do victorious spiritual warfare.  God’s Word declares that unsaved people are under the power of Satan ( II Corinthians 4:4) and that he has blinded their minds from believing in Jesus for salvation.  It also teaches us that Satan has ensnared people and that they have “been held captive by him to do his will.”  (II Timothy 2:26)
God has called us into this fight to set the captives free through our prayers, intercessions and fervent spiritual warfare.  God will use us and help us to engage in successful spiritual warfare and bring people into God’s salvation.

Key Memory Verse: 

1 Peter 5:8  (New American Standard Bible) 
Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, ﻿the devil, prowls around like a roaring ﻿lion, seeking someone to devour. But resist him, ﻿firm in your faith, knowing that ﻿the same experiences of suffering are being accomplished by your ﻿brethren who are in the world. 
Key Scriptures:  Ephesians 1:17–23; 6:10–18   Revelation 12:10–11   2 Corinthians 4:4


Luke 11:14–26   James 4:7   Colossians 2:15   Hebrews 2:14   Luke 10:19

Objective: The goal of this lesson is to teach the Servant of Jesus how to fight and win against Satan.

1.   What are the key passages in God’s Word on Spiritual Warfare?

We find God’s Word addressing these issues in the following passages:

Isaiah 54:17 

“‘No weapon that is formed against you shall prosper; And every tongue that accuses you in judgment you will condemn. This is the heritage of the servants of the Lord, And their vindication is from Me,’ declares the Lord.” (NASB)  (We win)

James 4:6-10

4:6
"But He gives a greater grace, Therefore it says, 'God is opposed to the proud, but gives grace to the humble.’"


4:7
"Submit therefore to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you.”


4:8
"Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you



sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded."

4:9
"Be miserable and mourn and weep; let your laughter be turned into mourning, and your joy to gloom.”

4:10
"Humble yourselves in the presence of the Lord, and He will exalt you. " (NASB)



(A humble spirit)


I Peter 5:5-11

5:5
"You younger men, likewise, be subject to your elders; and all of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, for God is opposed to the proud, but gives grace to the humble."

5:6
"Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you at the proper time,"


5:7
"casting all your anxiety upon Him, because He cares for you.”

5:8
"Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls about like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.”

5:9
"But resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same experiences of suffering are being accomplished by your brethren who are in the world."


5:10
"And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who 

called you to His eternal glory in Christ, will Him self perfect, confirm, 

strengthen and establish you.”


5:11
"To Him be dominion forever and ever. Amen." (NASB)

(Parallel scriptures to James/action takes away fear)

Hebrews 2:14-15

2:14
"Since then the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise also partook of the same, that through death He might render powerless him who had the power of death, that is, the devil;"

2:15
"and might deliver those who through fear of death were subject to slavery all their lives.” (NASB)


(Satan is powerless)

Colossians 2:13-15

2:13
"And when you were dead in your transgressions and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He made you alive together with Him, having forgiven us all our transgressions,"

2:14
"having canceled out the certificate of debt consisting of decrees against us and which was hostile to us; and He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross.”

2:15
"When He had disarmed the rulers and authorities, He made a public display of


them, having triumphed over them through Him." (NASB)


(Parading the defeated foe)

Ephesians 6:10-20

6:10      "Finally, be strong in the Lord, and in the strength of His might.”

      6:11
"Put on the full armor of God, that you may be able to stand firm against the 

schemes of the devil.”

6:12
"For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, 

against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places."

6:13
"Therefore, take up the full armor of God, that you may be able to resist in 

the evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm.”

6:14
"Stand firm therefore, having girded your loins with truth, and having put 

on the breastplate of righteousness,"

6:15     "and having shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace;”

6:16     "in addition to all, taking up the shield of faith with which you will be able to 

    extinguish all the flaming missiles of the evil one.”

6:17
"And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the   

                 word of God.”

6:18
"With all prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit, and with this in 

      view, be on the alert with all perseverance and petition for all the saints,"

6:19
"and pray on my behalf, that utterance may be given to me in the opening 

                  of my mouth, to make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel, "

6:20
“for which I am an ambassador in chains, that in proclaiming it I may speak

                        boldly, as I ought to speak.” (NASB)

Luke 9:1   "And He called the twelve together, and gave them power and authority over all


the demons, and to heal diseases." (NASB)

(He empowers the 12)

Revelation 12:9-12

12:9    "And the great dragon was thrown down, the serpent of old who is called the devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him."

      12:10
"And I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, 'Now the salvation, and the 

   power, and the kingdom of our God and the authority of His Christ have 

   come, for the accuser of our brethren has been thrown down, who accuses 

   them before our God day and night.’”

12:11   "And they overcame him because of the blood of the Lamb and because of 

               the word of their testimony, and they did not love their life even to death."

12:12   "For this reason, rejoice, O heavens and you who dwell in them. Woe to the   

               earth and the sea, because the devil has come down to you, having great wrath, knowing that he has only a short time." (NASB)


(Things are escalating)

Luke 10: 1     "Now after this the Lord appointed seventy others, and sent them two and two ahead of Him to every city and place where He Himself was going to come."  (NASB)   
(He empowers more) 
                                                     

Luke 10:17-20

       10:17     “And the seventy returned with joy, saying, 'Lord, even the demons are 

    subject to us in Your name.’”

10:18
“And He said to them, ‘I was watching Satan fall from heaven like  

                  lightning.’”

10:19
"Behold, I have given you authority to tread upon serpents and scorpions, 

                  and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall injure you."

10:20
"Nevertheless do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but 

                   rejoice that your names are recorded in heaven." (NASB)


(He gives us power and authority),

Matthew 28:18

“And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, ‘All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.’” (NASB)  (The Great Commission)

2.   Who is Satan?

Satan is a very real being (Luke 4:1–13).  He is not simply a cartoonish boogeyman in a red suit, with horns and a pitchfork.  He is a very powerful evil spirit. Originally, he was a beautiful archangel called Lucifer, but he sinned against God.  This powerful archangel rebelled against God and wanted to war against God and become God.  Lucifer and one third of the angels who followed his rebellion against the Most High God were cast out of heaven because of his pride (Isa. 14:11–15; Ezek. 28:12–17).  

.

3.   What are the names, titles and descriptions of Satan found in Scripture?

In Scripture, whenever God gives a person a name, it is for a very real, specific purpose.  Names are important to God.  Each name He gives a person reveals their true character.  A careful study of the names of God, for example, will reveal insights to the nature and character of God.  The same is true of Satan.  

God has deliberately given our enemy more than 40 names in Scripture to reveal, expose, and unmask him for us.  God wants to warn us and alert us to the true nature and character of Satan. As we begin to look at the names, titles and descriptive phrases used of Satan in the Bible, we will learn much about the enemy who is bent on destroying us forever but who himself is destined to be destroyed.  Contrast the character of Satan with what you know of  the character of God.

1.
ABADDON ‑ Revelation 9:11  (Hebrew word for “Destruction”)
2.
ACCUSER OF THE BRETHREN ‑ Revelation 12:10; Job 1:11, 2:5; Zechariah 3:1ff

3.
ADVERSARY ‑ I Peter 5:8; 1 Timothy 5:14

4.
ANGEL OF LIGHT ‑ I Corinthians 11:14

5.
ANGEL OF THE BOTTOMLESS PIT ‑ Revelation 9:11

6.
ANOINTED CHERUB ‑ Ezekiel 28:14

7.
APOLLYON ‑ Revelation 9:11  (Greek word for “Destroyer”)
8.
BEELZEBUB OR BEELZEBUL ‑ Matthew 10:25,12:24,27; Mark 3:22; Luke 11:15, 

18‑19  (which means “Lord of the flies” or “Lord of the dung heap”)
9.
BELIAL ‑ Deut. 13:13; Judges 19:22; 20:13; 1 Sam. 1:16; 2:12; 10:27; 25:30‑32; 11 

Sam. 16:7; 20:1; 23:6; 11 Corinthians 6:15

10.
CORRUPTER OF MINDS ‑ 11 Cor. 11:3

11.
COVERING CHERUB ‑ Ezekiel 28:16, 14

12.
DECEIVER OF THE WHOLE WORLD ‑ Rev. 12:9; 20:3

13.
DESTROYER ‑ Psalm 17:4(KJV); John 10:10; 1 Cor. 10:8‑11(see ABADDON and 

APOLLYON)

14.
DEVIL ‑ Matt. 4:1, 5, 8, 11: 13:39; 25:41; Luke 8:12; John 8:44; Acts 10:38; Rev. 

12:9

15.
DEVOURER ‑ Malachi 3:11; 1 Peter 5:8

16.
DRAGON ‑ (Great Red Dragon) Ezek. 28:3; Rev. 12:3‑4, 9, 13, 16‑17; 13:2, 4; 

16:13; 20:2‑7; Isaiah 14:29

17. 
ENEMY ‑ Matt. 13:39

18.
EVIL ONE ‑ Matt. 6:13; John 17:15; 1 John 5:18‑19; 3:12

19.
FATHER ‑ John 8:44

20.
FATHER OF LIES ‑ John 8:44; Acts 5:3

21.
GOD OF THIS WORLD – (God of this age) II Cor. 4:4

22.
KING – Ephesians 6:12

23.
LIAR – John 8:44

24.
LUCIFER – Isaiah 14:12

25.
MASTER OF DISGUISE – II Cor. 11:14-15

26.
MURDERER – John 8:44

27.
OPPRESSOR – Acts 10:38

28.
PRICE OF DARKNESS – Ephesians 6:12

29.
PRINCE OF DEMONS – Matt. 9:34; 12:24; Mark 3:22; Luke 11:15

30.
PRINCE OF THE POWER OF THE AIR – Ephesians 2:2

31.
PRINCE OF THIS WORLD – John 12:31; 14:30; 16:11

32.
ROARING LION – I Peter 5:8

33.
SATAN – Zechariah 3:1; Rev. 12:9 and at least 50 other times in scripture

34.
THE SERPENT – Genesis 3:1; II Cor. 11:3; Rev. 12:9; 20:2

35.
SINNER – I John 3:8

36.
SPIRIT WHO WORKS IN THE SONS OF DISOBEDIENCE – Ephesians 2:2

37.
STAR OF THE MORNING – Isa. 14:12

38.
TEMPTER – Matt. 4:3; Luke 4:2; I Cor. 7:5; I Thes. 3:5

39.
THIEF – John 10:10

40.
UNCLEAN SPIRIT – Matt. 12:43

4.   What is Satan’s character?  What is he like?

SATAN IS A PERVERTER

To pervert something is to: turn from what is right, natural or true; to misdirect; to lead astray; to corrupt; to turn to an improper use; to misuse; to distort; to twist.

Consider:

1.
God made fruit juice for us to enjoy ‑ Gen. 1:29‑30.  Satan perverted it by drunkenness

and alcoholism ‑ I Peter 4:3.

2.
God made food for us to enjoy ‑ I Timothy 4:3‑4.  Satan perverted it by gluttony,

overeating, selfishness, and hoarding ‑ Deuteronomy 21:18‑21. He also perverted it by

teaching some that they can be "holy" by abstaining from certain foods ‑ I Tim. 4:3.

3.
God made sex for us to enjoy ‑ Hebrews 13:4. Satan has perverted it with so many

things: adultery, fornication, pornography, homosexuality, rape, incest, lust, lack of

self‑control... the list goes on and on.

4.
God instituted feasts for us to enjoy. Satan has perverted it with: over‑indulgence,

gluttony, orgies, carousing, and drunkenness.

5.
God commanded loving, firm discipline of children. Satan has perverted it with child

abuse.

6.
God gives us children as a gift of His love. Satan has perverted this gift with:

unwanted pregnancies; unwed mothers and fathers; abortion; child abuse; neglect; child

pornography; undisciplined children, and infanticide.

7.
God gives us clothes to wear. Satan perverts it with pride of fashion; selfishness;

materialism.

8.
God gives us freedom in Christ. Satan perverts our liberty by introducing license and

excess.

9.
God provided narcotics for pain relief and healing. Satan has perverted it with drug

abuse and addiction.

10.
God commanded a day of rest for our benefit. Satan perverts it, and we work right on through!

SATAN IS A REBEL

Satan is always rebelling against God and trying to get God’s children to rebel against God and His Word too.
SATAN IS THE LAWLESS ONE
Satan refuses to bow to the Will and Word of God.  He refuses to obey the Laws of God and he attempts to get us to disregard, ignore and disobey God’s Laws as well.
SATAN IS A LIAR  AND A DECEIVER
Jesus said that Satan was the “father of lies”, that he lied continually, that lying is a part of his very nature and that there is no truth in him.  (John 8:44)  Satan will constantly lie to you and me.  He will attempt to deceive the whole world.  (Revelation 20:10)
SATAN IS A MURDERER
Satan is a cold-blooded killer and Jesus said that he was a “murderer from the beginning.”  (John 8:44)  Satan wants to steal, kill and destroy.  (John 10:1-10)
SATAN IS A THIEF  (See John 10:10)
He will attempt to steal your money, marriage, love, time, children and your health.  He will attempt to steal your salvation and your relationship with God.

SATAN IS A DESTROYER  (See John 10:10; Revelation 9:11)
He will destroy everything that he can get his hands on.  He destroys friendships.  He destroys reputations, families, businesses, churches, marriages and so much more. 

SATAN IS A SLANDERER AND AN ACCUSER  (See Revelation 12:10)
Day and night he is constantly slandering and accusing God’s people.  He slandered Jesus and he has slandered everyone who has ever tried to live for Jesus.  He will slander you.  He will slander you to God, your enemies, your friends and your family.  Count on it.  He will slander your spiritual leaders
 and anybody who is being used by God to do anything.  He is the master slanderer.  He will often use other Christians to slander and accuse God’s best people.  They often do his “best” work.
5.   What are Satan’s works?  What does he do?
Satan works and fights against:
· God the Father (slandering His love, character, promises)

· God the Son - Jesus Christ

· God the Spirit – the Holy Spirit

· The Word of God (misquoting it and misusing it)

· The holy angels of God

· The various nations of the earth

· The nation of  Israel

· Unbelievers
· Believers

6.   How does Satan work or fight against Unbelievers?
A.
Unbelievers are under his power ‑ I John 5:19; Acts 26:18.

B.
Unbelievers do his will ‑ John 8:44; II Tim. 2:26.

C.
Unbelievers are his children ‑ John 8:44; 1 John 3: 10; Acts 13: 10; Eph. 2:2.

D.
Unbelievers are deceived by Satan ‑ Rev. 12:9.

E.
Unbelievers are terrorized by Satan ‑ I Sam. 16:14.

F.
Unbelievers are blinded by the devil ‑ II Cor. 4:3‑4.

G.
Unbelievers are ensnared by Satan ‑ I Tim. 3:7; II Tim. 2:26.

H.
Unbelievers are used by the Deceiver to oppose God's work ‑ Rev. 2:13‑15,

20‑21; 3:9; 11 Thess. 2:3‑10.

I.
Unbelievers are tempted and instigated to sin by Satan ‑ John 13:2, 27.

J.
Unbelievers have the Word of God snatched away from them by the Devil ‑

Luke 8:11; Mark 4:15; Matt. 13:19.

K.
Unbelievers are oppressed terribly by Satan.

L.
Unbelievers (some of them) can be possessed by the devil and his demons ‑ John

13:27; Luke 22:3 (Judas).

M.
Unbelievers are damned to the lake of fire with Satan ‑ Matt. 25:41;

Rev. 20:10‑15; 21:8.

7.   How does Satan work or fight against Believers?
A.
He lies to us ‑ John 8:44; 11 Cor. 11:3.

B.
He creates doubt in us ‑ Gen. 3:1, 4‑5.

C.
He tempts us ‑ James 1: 14‑15; 1 John 2:15‑16; 1 Cor. 7:5; 1 Chronicles 21:2.

D. 
He accuses and slanders us ‑ Rev. 12: 10; Zech. 3: 1.

E.
He motivates persecution against us ‑ Rev. 2: 10; 11 Tim, 3:12.

F.
He hinders our work for God ‑ I Thess. 2:18.

G.
He infiltrates the church ‑ Matt. 13:38‑40; II Peter 2:1‑2.

H.
He divides the church ‑ II Cor. 2:5‑11. 

I.
He drives wedges between believers ‑ Phil. 4:2.

J.
He sifts us ‑ Luke 22:3 1.

K.
He afflicts us and inflicts us with diseases ‑ Job 2:7.

L.
He tries to fool us with disguises ‑ II Cor. 11: 14‑15.

M.
He opposes us ‑ Zech. 3: 1.

N.
He employs demons to oppress and harass us ‑ Eph. 6:11‑12.

0.
He reminds us of our past sins ‑ he uses guilt on us ‑

P.
He tries to discourage us and defeat us ‑ II Cor. 2: 11.

Q.
He preys upon us ‑ I Peter 5:8.

8.   What is Satan’s power or what is his domain today?
At the present time, the entire world system is in Satan’s grip (1 John 5:19).  Jesus called him “the ruler 
of this world.”  (John 12:31; 14:30)  He is the ultimate source of all sin, sickness, and death.  He has a 
kingdom of demons (Matt. 12:24–28) composed of evil spirits (Luke 11:24–26), or fallen angels (Matt. 
25:41).  These are intelligent, active beings that dwell on earth and in supernatural realms (Eph. 6:11–
12).  Again, they are out-numbered by God’s holy angels 2 to 1!  All of them ultimately end up in the 

eternal Lake of  Fire with Satan.  (Revelation 20:10)
Remember: The devil, or Satan, is not equal with God or even effective against God.  He is not all-knowing or all-powerful.  He is not everywhere at once.  He cannot read our minds, God’s mind or know the future like God can.  God can read his mind.  God knows what Satan will do next before Satan knows it!
Ultimately, we need to always remember that Satan is a very defeated foe!  He was defeated by the Blood of Jesus at the cross!  

God and Satan are not “opposites.”  God is in His own league.  Satan compared to God, is like an ant to 

a human being.  God is GOD!  Satan and Michael the holy archangel may be considered by some to be 
“opposites” (both being archangels).  Although, empowered by Almighty God,  Michael or any one of 
God’s angels are more than a match for Satan.  It only takes one holy angel empowered by God to chain 
and enslave Satan for a thousand years!  (Revelation 20:1-2)

Presently Satan fights against Christians.  God calls us to take up the fight against Satan and God expects us to win every single skirmish – in the victory of Jesus!
9.   How does Satan attack us?
Satan plots against us and he attacks us in various ways.  God does not want us to be ignorant of Satan’s schemes.  (II Corinthians 2:11)  Satan is like a roaring lion constantly seeking some Christian to devour and destroy.  ( I Peter 5:8)  

He attacks with lies, suggestions, innuendos, and reminders of our past sins and failures.  He attacks us at the point of our minds.  He tempts us with evil suggestions.  He deceives us about the seriousness and consequences of sin.  He constantly accuses us.  (Zechariah 3:1)  He confuses us, tries to get us to doubt God, His Word, His love and His promises.  He tries to discourage us with lies from hell.  He tries to snatch the Word of God from our hearts and minds before we can believe it and obey it.
Because our minds are his main battleground we need to remember what the Word of God says about “taking every thought captive for the obedience of Christ.”  (II Corinthians 10:5)


II Corinthians 10:3-5  (New American Standard Bible)
3 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh, 4 for the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, but divinely powerful for the destruction of fortresses. 5 We are destroying speculations and every lofty thing raised up against the knowledge of God, and we are taking every thought captive to the obedience of Christ, 

The battlefield is our minds!  Satan attacks us in our minds.  That is why we need to know God’s Word and use the weapons of our warfare – the weapons listed in Scripture – to combat Satan’s satanic mind games and lies that he tries on us.

Jesus our Lord, showed us how to fight and be victorious over Satan.  
10.   How did Jesus Christ defeat Satan in spiritual warfare?
Jesus Christ defeated Satan by quoting the Word of God outloud with faith and authority!  (Matthew 4:4)  He defeated Satan by commanding him forcefully to leave.  Jesus took authority over demons, disease and death.  (Mark 5)  Jesus cast out demons by the Spirit of God.  (Matthew 12:28)  
Jesus defeated Satan by prayer and fasting!  He prayed and taught us to pray and fast that God the Father would deliver us from evil and from the evil one.  (Matthew 6:13; John 17:15)

Jesus totally and completely defeated Satan at the cross through His Blood and death in obedience to the will of God.  Jesus totally submitted Himself to the Father’s Will and totally obeyed His ABBA, Daddy, Father in Heaven – even to the point of dying on the cross for our sins.  (Hebrews 2:14; Colossians 2:15)

These are the same weapons that Jesus wants us to learn to use in our struggle against the evil one.  Now, Jesus leads us into His victory everyday!  He has given us His authority and He will help us defeat the enemy of our souls.  Jesus told us that in His Name we would be successful in defeating demons and overcoming the enemy as He did.  Jesus expects His Servants to win in spiritual warfare.
11.  How can we defeat Satan in spiritual warfare?
First of all, we need to believe that Jesus won the war already!  We stand and fight from the position of total and complete victory!  We have already won – through Jesus!

Second, we need to believe that Jesus will help us to use the weapons of our warfare, the armor of God, and the other advantages we have over Satan in the Spirit in our daily struggles against the forces of evil.
Third, we need to take some serious steps to win every time against the enemy.  These steps would include:
· Really submit yourself totally to God.  (James 4:7)

· Refuse to allow any sin to persist in our lives.  If we give Satan a toe-hold … then it will become a foot-hold … then it becomes a strong-hold in our lives.  Confess and forsake all sin and live a life of obedience, submission and holiness by God’s power and grace.

· Recognize when Satan is attacking you and recognize his activities and schemes. (II Corinthians 2:11)
· Reject his lies with the truth of God’s Word.  We combat his lies from hell with the truth of God’s Word.  Do not give the devil any opportunity.  (Ephesians 4:27)  Reject any of his advances or suggestions to compromise with what you know is right, holy and God’s Will.
· Resist him!  (James 4:7; I Peter 5:8-9)  We resist Satan and overcome him by these powerful weapons found in Revelation 12:11:

Revelation 12:11  (New American Standard Bible)
And they overcame him because of the blood of the Lamb and because of the word of their testimony, and they did not love their life even to death. 

Say, outloud and forcefully, when you are tempted:  
“No, Satan!  I refuse to do what you tell me to do!  I belong to Jesus Christ my Lord who defeated you at the cross with His powerful Blood!  I am covered by the Blood of Jesus and I will not do what you are telling me to do because I belong to Jesus and God’s Word says (quote appropriate Scripture here) and I believe it!  I am a Child of God and I am not going to listen to you anymore!  Begone Satan!  The LORD Jesus Christ rebukes you and I do too!”
· Rigorously “Plead the Blood” of Jesus!  The blood of Jesus is incredibly powerful in the spiritual realm.  It cleanses you from all sin when you confess your sin to God and receive His forgiveness (1 John 1:7–9).  The blood of Jesus also enables you to live in victory over Satan (Rev. 12:11; Col. 2:15).  If you live in the blessings and benefits provided by the Blood of Jesus Satan will not be able to gain a foothold in your life.
· Remember to daily “put on the full armor of God!”  (Ephesians 6:10-19)  Daily dress yourself in the armor of God.  It is putting on the Lord Jesus Christ. (Romans 13:14)  He is your armor!  We “pray on” the armor of God.
12.  How do we “pray on” or “put on” the armor of God?
The following is one way to “pray on” and “put on” the armor of God with corresponding Scriptures:

PRAYER FOR THE ARMOR OF GOD TO BE UPON ME TODAY

	Our Father,

          You have told me to put on Your full armor so that I can stand against Satan’s attacks.  Thank You for giving me this special spiritual protection.


	· Ephesians 6:11-18

· II Corinthians 10:4

	          I’m sorry for the times I have tried to depend on myself alone.  I know this can only lead to failure.  Thank You for allowing me to depend on You and Your mighty armor and Your mighty power.  Father, I really do believe in it, and I want to learn more and more about how to use it.


	· Ephesians 6:10

· Ephesians 3:20

· Acts 1:8

	Therefore, by faith, I want to put on Your full armor right now:


	· Ephesians 6:13

	As I buckle on THE BELT OF TRUTH teach me to see myself and my world through Your eyes and not be deceived by Satan’s lies.


	· Ephesians 6:14

· John 8:44

	As I put on THE BREASTPLATE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS help me understand that I am as righteous to You as Jesus Himself.  You are my righteousness and You say that I have become the righteousness of God.


	· Ephesians 6:14

· II Corinthians 5:18-19

· Jeremiah 23:6

	As I lace up THE COMBAT BOOTS OF THE GOSPEL OF PEACE cause me to realize that You have allowed me to make total peace with you and that I can bring Your peace to others.  Help me to do that today.


	· Ephesians 6:15

· Romans 5:1

· II Corinthians 5:18-19

	As I pick up THE SHIELD OF FAITH remind me that your protection completely surrounds me, even during Satan’s most vicious attacks.  You are My shield about me and my family and my church.


	· Ephesians 6:16

· I John 5:4

· II Corinthians 5:18-19

	As I put on THE HELMET OF SALVATION make me clearly see that, through Christ’s death, my life has been bought and paid for, that I now belong to You and that Satan can never own me again.  Praise the Lord!!


	· Ephesians 6:17

· I Peter 1:18-19

	As I take up THE SWORD OF THE SPIRIT, which is Your Word, cause me to never forget that there is truth in the Bible to defeat every lie Satan may ever try to tell me.


	· Ephesians 6:17

· Hebrews 4:12

· John 8:44

· Romans 8:37

	Father, thank You for making me a mighty warrior in Your army.  And thank You for teaching me how prayer can turn Your armor into powerful spiritual weapons.  You have promised me that these weapons will destroy Satan’s strong places.  Help me to remember that by prayer I can use these weapons each day for the needs in my life and for the needs in the lives of my family and my friends.


	· Exodus 15:3

· Judges 5:30

· Romans 16:20

· II Corinthians 10:4

· Ephesians 6:18

	I know that Jesus has already defeated Satan by being totally dependent on You in both His life and his death.  Teach me to do the same.  Thank You that I am on the Winning Side.  I praise You Mighty Father, that I will overcome Satan by the Blood of the Lamb, the Word of my testimony and by the fact that I would rather die than compromise or hurt You by giving into Satan’s lies.  I sure do love You, Father, I really do.


	· Hebrews 2:14

· Colossians 2:14-15

· Romans 8:37

· Revelation 12:11

· John 8:44

	I am asking You Father, to cover Me with Your Son’s Blood and protect me from the evil one.  Do not let me hear demonic, lying spirits today.  As I listen to Your voice, do not let me be misled, do not let me hear wrong, do not let me misunderstand Your voice.  Protect me from my own thoughts and from the 
opinions of others.  Drive back the demons now, Father, put Your mighty holy angels around me now.  Speak Lord, for Your servant is listening.  I wait to hear Your voice.  I will obey You by the power of Your spirit.  I sure do love You, and I pray all of this in the awesome Name of Jesus.  And I claim Your protection because I am in covenant with You and because the Blood of Jesus The Crucified Son of God covers me even this moment.  To God Be The Glory!!   Amen.


	· II Thessalonians 3:3

· John 17:5, I John 5:18

· John 10:4, 27

· Psalm 68:1

· I Samuel 3:10

· John 10:4, 27

· John 14:15

· II Thessalonians 3:3

· Revelation 12:11

· Psalm 91, 121:7


13.  What authority and power do we have over Satan?

Jesus Christ our Lord has all the authority in the universe and beyond.  (Matthew 28:18)  Now, He gives 


            that same authority to you and me as His Disciples and Servants!



Luke 10:19  (New American Standard Bible)


Behold, I have given you authority to tread upon serpents and scorpions, and over all the 
power of the enemy, and nothing shall injure you. 


You have the authority and the power of Jesus to not only defend yourself and others but to go on the offensive and take back territory and souls that Satan has stolen from God’s Kingdom.  You and I can use the all-powerful Name of Jesus.  We can use the eternal Word of God.  We can move and work in the phenomenal power of the Holy Spirit.  We can apply and plead the Blood of Jesus over any situation and over every struggle.
Satan is a defeated enemy and he has to flee when we come against him in the power of the Holy Spirit, the Name of Jesus, the Blood of  Jesus, and the sword of the Spirit – The Word of God!
14.   What are some of the “weapons of our warfare” that we can use in spiritual combat?
What follows is a partial list of weapons that God’s people have successfully used in spiritual warfare:

WEAPONS OF OUR WARFARE

1.
Praise ‑ Psalm 149 ‑ Exalt or Default ‑ there is power in praise.

2.
Prayer & Intercession – Mark 9:29
‑ Warfare Prayer

‑ Prayer for others when we're tempted

‑ Prayer by others for us

‑ Warfare Prayer written

‑ Praying on location

3.
Fasting – Mark 9:29; Matthew 17:21
4.
The Blood of Jesus – Revelation 12:11
5.
The Word Of Your Testimony ‑ Verbally opposing Satan – Revelation 12:11
6.
The Sword of the Spirit – Ephesians 6:17; Matthew 4:4-11
7.
Binding the Strongman ‑ Breaking Curses -  Matthew 12:29; 16:19; 18:18 
8.
Shouting ‑  Joshua 6:16-20
9.
Singing – II Chronicles 20:22
10.
Worship – II Chronicles 20:18
11.
Love of Jesus More Than Life – Revelation 12:11
12. 
Knowledge – John 8:32

‑ Of the Enemy


‑ His schemes and strategies


‑ Demonic Mapping


‑ Names of the Enemy


‑ "The Truth Shall Set You Free"

13. 
Attitudes – Philippians 2:3-7

‑ Commitment to honesty in every area


‑ We are at war ‑ Warfare mentality & outlook & perspective


‑ We will win


‑ We have the victory


‑ Bigness of Spirit


‑ Magnanimous spirit


‑ Aggressiveness

                        - Fighter's attitude


‑ Toughness, perseverance


‑ Boldness & courage


‑ Spiritual Judo on the Enemy

-"Agreeing with our enemies''

14. 
Unity ‑ of the Church – Ephesians 4:1-3
-Holding each other up

-Fighting for each other

-Shared information of spiritual warfare ‑ We're learning as we humbly come together in unity.

15. 
Submission – Ephesians 5:21; Philippians 2:3-9

‑ Submissive spirit


‑ Submissive to God & His Word


‑ Submissive to each other

16.
Weeping ‑ Psalm 126:5‑6
17.
Repentance – Revelation 2:5; 3:19
18.
Physically Claiming Territory – Joshua 1:1-11
19.
Setting Captives Free – Luke 4:18; Acts 16:16-31
20.
Signs and Wonders – II Corinthians 12:12
21.
Laughter – Psalm 2:4 
22.
Right Reactions ‑ What Would Jesus Do?
23.
Giving ‑ Breaks stronghold of greed, selfishness
24. 
Serving – Like Jesus served – Mark 10:45
- Breaks pride

‑ Servant's heart


‑ Humility


- Acting like the Greatest Servant of all – Jesus Christ!

25.
Acts of Faith ‑ Miracles against stronghold of doubt
26.
Endurance – Luke 21:19; Matthew 10:22
27.
Renewing Mind Daily ‑ Reclaiming surrendered ground – Romans 12:2
28.
Preaching ‑ against doubt, ignorance
29.
Names of Jesus ‑ Names of God
30.
Meditating on the Love of Christ – Romans 5:1-11
31.
Authority of the Believer – Luke 10:19; Matthew 16:19; 18:18, 20; John 20:23
32.
Encouragement ‑ To give courage – I Samuel 23:16-17
33.
Our Witness – Revelation 12:11
15.  Always remember that we already have the Victory in Jesus!
The victory is assured: “Thanks be to God!  He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ” 
(1 Cor. 15:57)
We are “More than conquerors!”  (Romans 8:37)  through Jesus Christ our Lord and King!

“Greater is He (Jesus) who is in you than he (Satan) who is in the world!”  (I John 4:4)
Jesus Christ rules over everything and everyone and every demon and power is placed far beneath His feet!  And we are seated with Christ in the heavenly places with Him!  (Ephesians 1:21- 2:6)

Jesus has given us His: Blood, Name, Word, Authority, Power, and His Promises!  We cannot lose!

Because we belong to God, through Jesus Christ, we are kept safe!  (Romans 8:37-39)

God has promised us something else as well:


Romans 16:20  (New American Standard Bible)


And the God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet. 
PRAISE THE LORD!!
*******************************************************************************
Extra materials on Spiritual Warfare  (optional reading)

1.  Commentary on An Overview of Ephesians 6:10-20 – pg. 16-20
2.  Deliverance – Enforcing the Victory won at the Cross – pg. 20
3.   Prayer to Plead the Blood of Jesus – pg. 21
4.   Daily Warfare Prayer – pg. 21-24

1.  COMMENTARY ON AN OVERVIEW OF EPHESIANS 6:10‑20

In Ephesians 6:10‑20 Paul is bringing together all of his warfare teachings. He has brought his readers to the point where they are now ready for his most important teaching on warfare in the entire epistle. Here is the practical application of all he has been saying in Ephesians until now. Why is there such a unique emphasis on cosmic level spiritual warfare in Ephesians? Commentator Clinton Arnold feels that the emphasis related directly to the spirit‑magic‑occult lifestyle of Ephesus and the surrounding region, centered in the worship of Artemis and the saturation of the culture of Asia Minor with magic, occult, and spirit practices.

Ephesians 6:10‑20

Dr. Ed Murphy in his book, "Handbook For Spiritual Warfare," paraphrases this passage like this:

"First, I told you about your election of God (1:3‑2:27) and that the Lord Jesus already reigns as Lord at the Father's right hand, above all the cosmic forces of evil you are facing. I have also said that you are raises up with Him and are seated with Him in the heavenlies."

"Furthermore, you have been given the task of declaring to the principalities and powers the eternal plan of God, and to bring them into submission to the Lord by exercising your delegated authority in union with Christ."

"To do this, you have been given the Holy Spirit. Furthermore, Christ Himself dwells in you. You are one body in Christ."

"Now, let me put all this into perspective. The Devil and the evil powers which war against you, while defeated by the Lord Jesus, are still free to continue to assault you, over and over again."

"There is no need to fear, however. Jesus alone is Lord. You have victory in Him. You are co‑regents in the heavenlies in Him."

"You need to learn how to be strong in Him, however. While the Enemy will attack, God has provided all you need to be victorious Christian soldiers. Let me tell you how all of this is to be worked out in our daily life."

"Finally" is followed immediately by three imperatives: be empowered (v. 10); put on (v. 11); and take up (v. 13). The last two refer directly to the armor of God. The three imperatives, Arnold says, "are similar in meaning... (They) emphasize the need for divine strength in order to resist the enemy." 

Arnold says Paul's use of the Conjunction, oun ("therefore," vv. 13,14) introduces the main admonition inverse 14 by making a general reference to the need for divine power because of the supernatural, powerful, and cunning nature of the "enemies," revealed in verse 12. He states that "verse 12 functions as an explication of the nature of the enemy and not as the central element in the development of 6:10‑20" as some commentators suggest. 

Arnold gives great importance to verse 14.

The imperative stete ("stand firm,'' v. 14) has been accurately described as the chief admonition of the passage. The admonition to acquire divine strengthening and enablement has not been given by the author as an end in itself. The strength is required for a particular purpose ‑ that the believer might be enables to stand against the evil "powers" and successfully resist them (vv. 11, 13,14). "Stand firm" (v. 14) then becomes the central command of the passage.

Stand Firm

Ed Murphy suggests that after Paul gives his main command, "stand firm" (v. 14), he follows with four imperative participles in verses 14‑16: perizosamenoi, "girding about, around"; endusamenci, "putting on"' hupodesamenoi, literally "shoeing"; and analabontes, "taking up." These four are followed up by the second imperative verb in the series, analabete, from analambano, to "take up" (v. 13). Vine say is means to "receive by deliberate and ready reception of what is offered ... taking with the hand, taking hold, taking hold of."

Be Strengthened

Paul's use of a passive command here reinforces the notion that “strength is to be drawn form an external source and corresponding to the passive in the prayer of 3:16. ‘Be strengthened with power through His Spirit in the inner man.’” he continued saying that here "the external source is 'the Lord,' and the wording is reminiscent of the Old Testament (cf. I Sam. 30:6; 'David strengthened himself in the Lord his God'; Zech. 10: 12, '1 will make them strong in the Lord.')"

The Enemy We Face

After appealing for believers to strengthen themselves with the Lord's strength and might by putting on God's armor, Paul comes forth with the rationale behind his battle cry in verses 11-12. He says that

1.         They need "to stand firm against the schemes of the devil" (v. 1 ld).

2.
They are not facing a complex spiritual army‑hierarchy of evil supernatural beings who have thoroughly infiltrated the heavens and exercises great control over the earth (v. 12b).

This military stance is not directed against men but against the Devil and his high level cosmic demonic powers, (vv. 11‑12). His reference to the believer's principal cosmic enemy by the name "the devil" here (v.11) and in 4:27 is unique to his writing. He only uses "the devil" here and in Hebrews 2:14. We not only face the Devil, but we must contend with his schemes (6:11). "Schemes" is the Greek word methodia. The idea behind methodia is deception. The apostle is warning us that the devil's entire system of warfare against us is based on deception.

The Enemies We Face

Verse 12 is without a doubt one of the most remarkable verses in the entire Bible on spiritual warfare. Paul says we struggle against high level, cosmic principalities and powers of total evil. The word "struggle" is pale, a wrestling. This is the only appearance of the work in the New Testament. Wuest remarks that this Greek athletic term refers to a “contest between two in which each endeavors to throw the other ... When we consider that the loser in a Greek wrestling contest had his eyes gorged out with resulting blindness for the rest of his days, we can form some conception of the Ephesian Greeks' reaction to Paul's illustration. The Christian wrestling  against the powers of darkness is no less desperate and fateful."

Offensive and Defensive Weapons

Many commentators and preachers affirm that all the weapons listed in Ephesians 6:14‑17, with the possible exception of the sword of the Spirit, are defensive. Is that really true? NO! A warrior who never attacks the enemy but only defends himself is a trapped warrior. An army that only defends but never attacks is unfit for war. A church which does not reach out to war but only stands and defends itself is already defeated. In spiritual warfare the best defense is to go on the offense.

Walter Wink comments, "It is humorous to watch the statement bob from scholar to scholar that the weapons listed here are all "defensive."... The pentagon says the same thing about nuclear war heads. 

Wink says Paul describes armor that is both offensive and defensive. Although the shield, helmet, breastplate and greaves (armor for the shins hooked to a belt) were all defensive, the other pieces were 
offensive. The "round shield of the early Roman legionnaires had long since been elongated; two‑thirds covered his body and one‑third covered his comrade to the left. This neighbor for protection. The Roman wedge was primarily for protection while the soldiers were on the offensive. Paul omit the legionnaire's pilum (javelin) and pugio (dagger), but the dagger was carried in the girdle and may be implied by "girding up the loins."
A Look At Each Piece Of The Armor

Paul's presentation of the different parts of the armor of God shows what it means to have accomplished everything necessary for battle, and explains how it is that one stands.

1
Loins girded with truth (v. 14b). The verb in the middle voice means the Christian must gird himself with the truth. In Luke 12:35, 37, and 17:8, girding one's loins is a sign of readiness for service. The truth is the word of truth, that is, the Gospel and Jesus as the truth; the truth is the absence of all deceit.

2.
The breastplate of righteousness (v. 14b). Again, we have the middle voice. The putting on of the breastplate of righteousness is the task of the individual believer. The righteousness of God. In this context, is power term. The gift of the righteousness of God to the believer totally defeats the Enemy. This righteousness of God in turn transforms the believer's life. The result of experiencing the divine righteousness is a life of righteousness.

3.
Feet shod with the preparation of the Gospel of peace (v. 15). Paul here refers to readiness for spiritual warfare. This is consistent with the main teaching of the entire Ephesians 6:10‑20 passage. Paul here is primarily not referring to readiness to proclaim the Gospel ... but to the readiness for combat and for standing in the battle that

is bestowed by the gospel of peace.

4.
The shield of faith (v. 16). Faith takes hold of God's resources in the midst of the onslaughts of evil and produces the firm resolve which douses anything that the enemy throws at the believer. Commentator, Andrew T. Lincoln refers to Paul's statement that "Faith will enable the believer 'to extinguish all burning arrows of the evil one.' Burning arrows feature in the Old Testament in Psalms 7:13 and 26:18. They are the malleoli, arrows tipped with inflammable tar or pitch and shot off after being lit." These arrows, even when not hitting the body but caught by the shield, caused panic because they blazed fiercely and tempted soldiers to throw down their burning shields and become vulnerable to the spears of their enemies. Lincoln, in applying this to Ephesians 6:16 says, "Here the burning arrows represent every type of assault devised by the evil one, not just temptation to impure or unloving conduct but also false teaching, persecution, doubt, and despair. Faith is the power which enables believers to resist and triumph over such attacks."

5.
The helmet of salvation (v. 17). The helmet is, of course, required for the protection of the head. The helmet of salvation protects us from the most fatal of all blows to a child of God, the doubts about his acceptance, "warts and all" by the heavenly Father.

6.
The sword of the Spirit which is the Word of God (v. 17). Here for the first time in Ephesians, the Holy Spirit is seen to be the power behind the Christian warrior's use of the Word of God which is the sword God has given him for battle. The Spirit is not so much the one who supplies 
the sword ‑ both the helmet and the sword are to be received form God ‑ but the one who gives it its effectiveness, its cutting edge. In II Thessalonians 2:8 it says, "The Lord Jesus will slay the lawless one with the breath from His mouth. Christ wages war with the sword of His mouth, and His word reveals people's deeds for what they are.

Prayer is not a seventh piece of spiritual armor, however. Paul appears to give prayer a more prominent place than merely the seventh among a list of spiritual‑weapons. Paul is wanting his readers to understand prayer as an essential spiritual weapon, but more than a weapon. It is foundational for the deployment of all other weapons. It is the key to effective warfare with high level, cosmic powers of evil. In Ephesians 6 it is the TOTAL CONTEXT in which spiritual warfare is engaged and won.

I

2.   DELIVERANCE: ENFORCING THE VICTORY OF THE CROSS 
The Blood of Jesus

SEE IT:  In Him we have redemption through his blood the forgiveness of sins, in 

         accordance with the riches of God's grace (Eph. 1:7)

SAY IT:
Through the blood of Jesus, I have been redeemed, set free from the hand of the enemy. Through His blood, I have been forgiven of my sin according to the riches of His grace.

SEE IT:  Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from 

  God's wrath through him (Romans 5:9)

SAY IT:  Through the blood of Jesus I have been justified; just‑as‑if I'd never sinned. I am God's  

                righteousness in Christ.

SEE IT:  But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, 

   and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin. If we claim to be without sin,      

   we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and  

   just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness (1 John 1:7‑9)

SAY IT:
Through the blood of Jesus, I have continual forgiveness from my sins. I have confessed my sins, and He is faithful and just and has forgiven my sins and cleansed me from all unrighteousness.

SEE IT:  And so Jesus also suffered outside the city gates to make the people holy through his 

   own blood (Hebrew 13:12)

SAY IT:  Through the blood of Jesus, I have been sanctified, made holy, and set apart unto God.

SEE IT:  Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom 

               you have received from God? You are not your own; you were bought at a price.   

               Therefore honor God with your body (I Cor. 7:19‑20)

SAY IT:  Through the blood of Jesus, my body is the temple of the Holy Ghost, holy and 

                separated unto Him.

THEREFORE Satan, through the blood of Jesus, you have no place over me and you have no place in my life. I am free. Glory to God, through the BLOOD OF JESUS.

3.  PRAYER TO PLEAD THE BLOOD OF JESUS  (repeat as often as you need to)
Today, through the Blood of  Jesus, Satan's power over any part of my life has been destroyed, including that area I've always wondered and worried about. "

'Today, the Blood of Jesus purges my conscious mind from dead works to serve the Living God.  I will no longer live in my works or trust them for my reputation before God. " "Today, the Blood of Jesus is the way I enter into the Holiest level of life, and it's the way I become whole and complete. "'Today, I am more than conqueror over Satan…I am an Overcomer by the Blood of Jesus!  "Today, I plead the Blood of Jesus over                                                    ______________________________________________________________!”

(Person you are praying for ... problem you are facing ... area of past defeats…)

4.   DAILY WARFARE PRAYER (READ IT PRAYERFULLY OUTLOUD)

	Heavenly Father, I humble myself in worship before You.  To Your Holy Name YAHWEH be glory and honor and praise forever!  You are worthy of my adoration, devotion and thanksgiving.  I commit myself to love You with all of my heart, mind, soul and strength – including my energy output and all of my best efforts.  I submit myself to You and to all whom You have put in authority over me.  I yield my money, sex and power to You.  Here is my body as a living sacrifice, consecrated to You and made holy as a temple of the Holy Spirit.  I give myself to You completely 

and without holding anything back.


	· Psalm 29:1-2

· Revelation 5:12-14

· Exodus 3:14

· Mark 12:29-30

· James 4:7; I Peter 2:13

· Romans 12:1

· Romans 6:13

· I Corinthians 6:19-20



	By faith I claim the protection of the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ around and within me.  I give myself to abide and remain in Christ during this day.  In union with Christ, I take my stand against all efforts of Satan and his demons to hinder me in this time of prayer.  I address myself only to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ and reject any involvement of Satan in this prayer.


	· John 15:1-9

· I Peter 5:8-9

· James 4:7

	Satan, I command you in the all-powerful Name of the Lord Jesus Christ to leave my presence with all your demons and to go to the place where Jesus Christ sends you.  I bring His blood between us and around me as a shield.  In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ I order you not to approach me in any way except by the heavenly Father’s permission.


	· I Peter 5:8-9

· James 4:7

· Matthew 4:10

· Romans 8:37

	Righteous Father, by faith and in obedience to Your command, I put off the old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires and put on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness.  I resist all the forces of darkness that stimulate the desires of my sinful nature and claim the 
appearing of the Son of God to destroy the devil’s work in my life.  By the power and authority of our Lord Jesus Christ, I retake any ground given to the devil and release its full control to the Holy Spirit.  Cleanse me this moment of my sinful nature.


	· Ephesians 4:22-24

· Romans 6:6

· Colossians 3:9

· James 4:7

· I John 3:8; 1:7-9

· Acts 15:8-9

· I Thessalonians 5:23-24

	By faith I come into union with the incarnation, crucifixion, burial, resurrection, glorification, ascension, exaltation, session (seating), outpouring of the Holy Spirit and intercession accomplished by our Lord Jesus Christ.  I submit to His authority as the head of the Church and rejoice in His rule and reign in the universe.  I love in the confidence of His Second Coming in power and great glory.


	· Romans 6-8

· Ephesians 1:20-23

· I Peter 3:22

· I John 3:2-3

· Revelation 19:11-16

	I claim the power of the incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ including His virgin birth and sinless life.  I confess that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh and is fully God and fully man.  He is the Lord!


	· Matthew 1:18-25

· I John 4:2; Rom. 10:9-10

· II Thessalonians 1:10

· I Thessalonians 4:13-18

	I claim the power of His crucifixion on my behalf as an atoning sacrifice for my sins, and not for mine only but also for the sins of the whole world.  I claim the victory over death and hell accomplished by our Lord Jesus in His burial and resurrection from the dead.


	· John 3:16; Hebrews 9:11-22

· I Corinthians 15:54-57

· Revelation 1:18; 5:9-14

	I claim the power of His resurrection for my justification so that I may walk in newness of life.  I claim the victory of His glorification in His resurrected body and look forward to my resurrected and glorified body when Jesus comes again to earth.


	· Romans 5:1-9

· Acts 3:13; Rom. 8:17, 30

· II Thessalonians 1:10

· I Thessalonians 4:13-18

	I claim the power of Jesus Christ’s ascension to the right hand of the Father exalted above all authorities, principalities and powers and every name that is named.  I claim the authority of His being seated at the right hand of the Father in the heavenly realms with all evil powers and authorities under His feet and under mine.  I share His triumph.
	· Acts 1:9-11; 2:33

· I Peter 3:22

· Ephesians 1:20-23

· Philippians 2:10-11

· Eph. 2:6; Rom. 16:20

· Rev. 3:21; Rev. 2:26-28

	      I claim the power of His intercession for me and for all His people.  I receive the power of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit accomplished by the Lord Jesus Christ at Pentecost.  For this day I also appropriate the fullness of the Holy Spirit in my life.  I claim all the power of His sanctifying work within me.


	· Rom. 8:34; Heb. 7:25

· Acts 1-2; Eph. 5:18

· Acts 1:8; Eph. 1:19-20

· Ephesians 3:16-20

· I Thess. 5:23-24

· Ephesians 5:22-23

	I claim the loving direction of His headship over the church, which is His 
body and His bride – and of which I am a part.  I claim the power of His 
victorious reign, which will be open for all to see when He appears the second time in the clouds of Heaven.


	· Revelation 19:11-16

· Revelation 1:7

· Mark 13:26

	I bring all this power to bear against Satan, his forces of evil and his strategies against me.  Heavenly Father, with the divine power of weapons of righteousness that You give in Christ, I tear down Satan’s strongholds in my life and in the lives of those I love.  I destroy every argument and excuse for not knowing the triune of God better and better.  I reject the ideas and phrases that make sin attractive and plausible.  By faith I claim the mind of Christ.  I take captive every thought to make me obedient to Christ.  With sound judgment I refuse to take up an offense for those who disobey Your will as revealed in Your written Word or to defend them in any way.  I ask for Your insight to restore gently someone caught in a sin.


	· James 4:7

· I Peter 5:8-9

· II Corinthians 10:4-5

· Ephesians 6:17

· Romans 12:1-2

· I Corinthians 2:16

· II Corinthians 10:5

· James 5:19-20

· Galatians 6:1

	I demolish the plans of Satan formed against me today.  I smash the plans of Satan against my heart and carefully guarded affections.  I break the strongholds of Satan against my emotions.  I release anxiety, stress, bitterness, anger, loneliness and lust, replacing them with the peace of God that transcends all understanding.  I smash the strongholds of Satan against my mind and meditate on Your Word day and night.  I obliterate the strongholds of Satan formed against my will and choose now to trust and obey the Lord Jesus Christ.  I crush the strongholds of Satan formed against my spirit and set my path to live constantly and continually in the fullness of the Holy Spirit.  I choose to sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs, always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Holy Spirit, I ask You to bring these songs to my mind throughout the day.  I shatter the strongholds of Satan formed against my body and invite the Holy Spirit to fill my body and use its parts today for the glory of Christ Jesus.  I splinter the strongholds of the devil against my soul and yield the depths of my personality into Your care.  I burst the strongholds of the enemy against any and every part of myself and 

bring my deepest desires to You for satisfaction.


	· II Corinthians 10:4-5

· Isaiah 54:17

· Philippians 4:4-8

· Romans 12:1-2

· Joshua 1:8

· Psalm 1:3

· John 12:21, 15

· II Corinthians 10:4-5

· Ephesians 5:18-20

· Colossians 3:15-17

· II Corinthians 10:4-5

· Romans 6

· I Corinthians 6:19-10

· II Corinthians 10:4-5

	I obedience to the command in Your Word, I commit myself to be strong in the Lord and His mighty power.  Thank You for the full armor of God that You provide.  Right now I put on the belt of truth, the breastplate of righteousness and the boots of the readiness that come from the gospel of peace.  I hold up the shield of faith that extinguishes all the flaming arrows of the evil one.  I put on the helmet of salvation.  I grasp the sword of the Spirit, the Word of God.  Train me to use it with supernatural ability.  Stimulate me to pray on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests.


	· Ephesians 6:10-18

· Ephesians 6:14

· Ephesians 6:15

· Ephesians 6:16

· Ephesians 6:17

· Ephesians 6:18

· Philippians 4:6

· I Timothy 2:1



	Thank you, Lord Jesus, for loving me and laying down Your life for me.  Open my eyes today for the opportunity to love others and to lay down my life for others.  Grant me opportunities to use the spiritual gifts You have given to me in a spirit of humility, joy and service.  Help me to take my focus off myself and to fix my eyes on Jesus Christ and on those whom You want me to love and 
serve.  I enter this day with thanksgiving and praise.  Open my eyes to what You are doing, Holy Father, and allow me to be used of the Holy Spirit as a part of it.


	· John 3:16; John 10:11

· Mark 12:31; I Cor. 12-14

· Romans 12:4-8

· Ephesians 4:11-15

· Hebrews 12:2; Psalm 100:4

· Ephesians 2:10

	I pray in the confidence of the wonderful Name of our Lord Jesus Christ who is able to keep me from falling and to present me before Your glorious presence without fault and with great joy.  Amen.


	· Hebrews 4:16

· John 14:13-14; 16:23-24

· Jude 24-25
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