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The Servant’s Course

Lesson 3
Session 2
Complete Notes
Servants Of Jesus And The Principle Of Brokenness

Introduction:  

As God’s Servants we want to be a blessing to the Lord and to His people.  We know that we need God’s close Presence and His continual blessing – if we are ever going to be a blessing to others.  Brokenness seems to be one of the major keys to being a blessing for others.  Servants of God are broken before their Lord.  They serve out of a heart of humble brokenness.
God seems to delight in using broken things and broken people.  In fact, there is a lot of  truth to the statement that God can only use us to the extent that we are broken before Him and willing to be broken even further… for His use and His glory.  This is the heart of Christlike Servanthood.

“Broken and spilled out” seems to be the testimony of the people that God has used mightily to make Disciples who will never stop making Disciples for Jesus.

Brokenness speaks of humility before God.  It speaks of  honesty before God.  It speaks of mourning over our sins and what our sins did to Jesus on the cross.  

God is drawn to broken people… people who are broken before Him.

Key Memory Verse: 
Psalms 51:17  (New American Standard Bible)

17 The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and a contrite heart, O God, Thou wilt not despise. 

Objective: This lesson will show the Servant of Jesus the value of brokenness and how it leads to effective Christlike Servanthood service in the Church of Jesus.

Key Scriptures: 1 Corinthians 1:27–29; James 4:10; Galatians 2:20; 2 Corinthians 12:9–10;

Mark 9:33–35; John 13:1–17; Mark 10:35–45; Philippians 2:5–11; John 12:24–26

Key Definitions or Concepts:
1.  Brokenness gives us ready access into the inner chambers of God’s Holy of Holies.  Pride will keep us barred at the door of God’s throne room.  Brokenness not only gives us access to God’s secret places and inner heart.  Brokenness also gives us access into the interior rooms of people’s lives.  

2.  Brokenness typically is revealed in a person’s willingness to listen more than they speak.  This opens hearts to the truly broken person.  People are willing to share their hurts with a truly broken person.  

3.  Brokenness in us, causes God’s heart to flow to us.  Brokenness in us, causes others to want to be around us and open up to us.  True brokenness in us, is very attractive to God and to others. 

4.  The best Disciplers are broken people who lean heavy on God’s grace.  They are not condescending, judgmental, arrogant, or smug… they are broken!  They major on forgiveness, mercy, compassion, and grace.  This is so attractive to hurting people.

5.  Ironically, it takes broken people to be used by God to heal hurting people!  God make us all Disciplers who are known for our brokenness before God.
6.  The Lord draws near to those who are truly broken before Him.
Psalm 34:18  (New King James Version)
 “The Lord is near ﻿to those who have a broken heart, and saves such as ﻿﻿have a contrite spirit” 
7.  Most of us who walk with Jesus want to be used by God to help others and reach people for Him.  We must always realize that before God can use us – He must allow us to be broken. 

8.  Without brokenness, we will continue to be selfish, self-focused, and self-centered.  It will be “all about us.”  It is through brokenness that we learn our need for total dependence upon God. 
9.  Brokenness is the path to blessedness and usefulness in God’s Kingdom.

1.  Brokenness is so very important to God!

Humility is so all-important to God.  God gives grace to the humble but He is opposed to the proud!    

James 4:6  (New American Standard Bible)

6 But He gives a greater grace. Therefore it says, "GOD IS OPPOSED TO THE PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE HUMBLE." 

I Peter 5:5f-6  (New American Standard Bible)

for GOD IS OPPOSED TO THE PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE HUMBLE.  6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you at the proper time, 
God is drawn to the person who is broken before Him regarding their sin and their total dependence upon Him.  God comes quickly to the person who cries out to Him from a humble, contrite, broken heart and spirit.



Isaiah 57:15  (New American Standard Bible)
For thus says the high and exalted One who lives forever, whose name is Holy, "I dwell on a high and holy place, and also with the contrite and lowly of spirit in order to revive the spirit of the lowly and to revive the heart of the contrite.” 

Look what God is saying here in Isaiah 57:15!  He is telling us that He wants to “dwell” or live in or with a person who has a contrite and lowly heart or spirit.  God is actively opposed to the proud but He is drawn to the person who has the brokenness to admit their need and dependence upon Him.
Check out our memory verse for this lesson again.  According to this passage, God will never

despise a person who comes to Him with a humble and contrite heart.  A contrite person is a 

person who is so keenly aware of their dependence upon God and they humbly live in that 

moment-by-moment reality that the are NOTHING without God and that they desperately need 

Him for grace and salvation, help and blessing, hope and survival.
2.  God measures our Greatness in His Kingdom by our humility, brokenness and service for Him and for others.

Matthew 18:1-4  (New American Standard Bible)
1 At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, "Who then is greatest in the kingdom of heaven?" 2 And He called a child to Himself and set him before them, 3 and said, "Truly I say to you, unless you are converted and become like children, you shall not enter the kingdom of heaven. 4 "Whoever then humbles himself as this child, he is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 
In God’s economy servanthood, simplicity, humility, lowliness, gentleness, and childlike trust marks the “truly great.”  God is not impressed with human grandiosity.  God is not impressed by that which impresses people.  God is touched and moved by brokenness before Him… and lowly service for hurting and needy people.  These are the people that God is drawn to … and these are the people that God greatly uses.  God has little regard for the people who are “full of themselves.”

Children are loved in every culture but they are not regarded as “great”, “powerful” authority figures in most lands.  Most children have little status, money, power, fame, influence and most have little or no impact on great world affairs.  But, God puts a premium on “childlike” faith, wonder, and humility.  Jesus calls us to be simple, humble, gentle, and guileless as little children.  This means that most of us adults have to get off of our “high horses” and humble ourselves.  

Humility is not thinking poorly of ourselves… it is being so pre-occupied with the needs of others that we simply don’t think of ourselves much at all!  Humility and brokenness before God means that we are so caught up with His glory and wonder that we lose all pretensions, all hypocrisy, all desire to impress and we just love Him, serve Him and worship Him – as evidenced by our willingness to follow His humble example and serve the lost, the least and the last – of those around us.
3.  Jesus modeled this kind of humility and brokenness when He came to earth as a humble servant.


Philippians 2:5-11  (New American Standard Bible)
5 Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point 
of death, even death on a cross. 9 Therefore also God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus EVERY KNEE SHOULD BOW, of those who are in heaven, and on earth, and under the earth, 11 and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

Jesus modeled humility and brokenness in so many ways.  Can you think of some examples from Jesus’ life where He demonstrated true: simplicity, humility, servanthood and brokenness?  Jot down a few examples that you can think of from our Lord’s life:

4.  When we are truly “broken” before God – then He can pour out His Spirit on us “without measure” – and we can be used greatly by God.

God can’t trust His power, anointing, gifts, authority, and supernatural miracles to people who are not humble and broken.  Proud people will misuse and abuse the power and anointing of God and “strut in spiritual pride” if God were to use them greatly.  

When we are humble, “empty of ourselves,”  and open to God’s Spirit to lead us and use us anyway that He wants to – then God can pour out His Spirit on us without measure and ignite our spiritual gifts for maximum service and usefulness in His Kingdom.

John 3:34  (New American Standard Bible)
For He whom God has sent speaks the words of God; for He gives the Spirit without measure.
It was only after the Disciples and the others in that Upper Room had humbled themselves in prayer and emptied themselves of themselves and their personal agendas for 10 days in united “melt-down” prayers did God dare to trust His  people with His powerful Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost. 

As we surrender, yield completely to God, and consecrate our total selves to Him – it is then, that God can fill us to overflowing with His Spirit and use us for His maximum glory!  Because Jesus stayed so “broken” and “empty” before God His Father,  He could be continually filled with the Holy Spirit “without measure.”
When we become proud, self-sufficient, arrogant, spiritually smug, and impressed with ourselves – God dares not trust us with much of His all-powerful Holy Spirit or with many miracles, signs, wonders, healings and answers to prayer.  God loves us too much to give us much of His Spirit when He sees that we are “unbroken” and proud in spirit.  For if He poured out His Spirit “without measure” on sinful, arrogant, proud people – it would destroy them and maybe cost them their souls!
The Father truly desires to pour out His Spirit on us “without measure” just like He did on Jesus.  He “jealously desires the Spirit which He has made to dwell in us.” (James 4:5)  But, our pride, self-sufficiency, and lack of humility and brokenness “limits” God as to how much or to what extent He can pour out His Spirit on us!  As someone has said, “the limitations of your own heart will determine the measure of the Holy Spirit you actually experience.”  Brokenness “clears the deck” of our hearts for God to fill us to overflowing with His precious, powerful Holy Spirit.  
A wild mustang is “useless” until it is “broken.”  We are fairly useless to God until we humble ourselves before Him and allow Him to “break” us… so that we can be a blessing to Him and to others.

5.  Brokenness is so sweet to God and it is essential for us to be broken so that God can release His sweet fragrance in us and through us.

There are many things in life that must be “broken” before they release the fragrance or sweetness that God created them for.  Roses must be “crushed and broken” before they really release their sweet fragrance and can be used to make perfume.  Grapes must be “broken and pressed” before they will release their sweet juice.  Grain must be crushed before it can be made into bread.  Most fruit must be “broken” into (peeling an orange) before the sweet juice and pulp can be eaten.  Sugar cane must be crushed before its sweetness is released. This seems to be a principle of the Kingdom.
Do you remember from Scripture the precious story that shows us how brokenness released a sweet “perfume” or “ointment.”  Mary had to “break” the jar of perfume open to release the expensive perfume to anoint the feet of Jesus..

John 12:1-8  (New American Standard Bible)
1 Jesus, therefore, six days before the Passover, came to Bethany where Lazarus was, whom Jesus had raised from the dead. 2 So they made Him a supper there, and Martha was serving; but Lazarus was one of those reclining at the table with Him. 3 Mary therefore took a pound of very costly perfume of pure nard, and anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped His feet with her hair; and the house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. 4 But Judas Iscariot, one of His disciples, who was intending to betray Him, * said, 5 "Why was this perfume not sold for three hundred denarii, and given to poor people?" 6 Now he said this, not because he was concerned about the poor, but because he was a thief, and as he had the money box, he used to pilfer what was put into it. 7 Jesus therefore said, "Let her alone, in order that she may keep it for the day of My burial. 8 "For the poor you always have with you, but you do not always have Me." 

Jesus had to be “broken” on the cross before His blood could wash away our sins.  The Disciples had to be “broken” at Pentecost before the sweet fragrance of Jesus in their lives could touch anybody else.  The same will be true for you and me.  You and I must be broken before the Lord before the sweet perfume of the Holy Spirit will flow from us to a dying and stinking world.  Without brokenness and without recognizing that “without Him we can do nothing” (John 15:5)  -- then we are fairly useless for God’s service. The “Living Water” of Jesus will not flow from an unbroken person!  It’s that basic and that simple.
6.  Brokenness and humility is actually a powerful spiritual weapon and it keeps Satan from gaining ground in your life.
Because Jesus stayed humble, transparent, broken and “honest-to-God” Satan could not gain a toehold in Jesus’ life.  Toeholds lead to footholds and footholds can become strongholds.  But Jesus said that Satan has “nothing in Me.” (John 14:30)  Jesus refused to give an inch over to Satan.  The enemy could not gain any ground in Jesus’ life because there was nothing in Jesus but the Spirit of God.  Jesus stayed in constant, humble, broken, dependent communion with His Father.  God continually poured out His Spirit on Jesus “without measure” and Satan couldn’t get any traction in or around Jesus.

In contrast, Peter gave in to prideful boasting at the Last Supper declaring that he alone would stand true to Christ (Matthew 26:33; Luke 22:31-34) and though others may fall away, HE would never do that!  Jesus would call him on it and tell him that Satan had demanded to sift him like wheat!  Pride is something that the enemy can smell in us a mile away!  Satan moves in for the kill when he senses or “smells” our pride!

Jesus taught us in the Lord’s Prayer and in John 17:14-15 that we are to humbly acknowledge that we need God’s constant help to keep us from evil and the Evil One. 
John 17:14-15  (New American Standard Bible)
"I have given them Thy word; and the world has hated them, because they are not 
of the world, even as I am not of the world. 15 "I do not ask Thee to take them out of 
the world, but to keep them from the evil one. 

When we honestly and humbly assess how vulnerable we are to Satan’s attacks, lies and temptations that brokenness causes us to cling tightly to our God and His weapons.  Pride causes us to venture from the side of Jesus and indulge in practices and behaviors that break the heart of God.  Humility and brokenness causes us to stay close to Jesus and cry out to Him for help in trouble and temptation.  Brokenness causes us to keep looking to God.  It causes us to pray more and humbly acknowledge our radical and total dependence upon Him.
Brokenness about our sins and our weaknesses causes us to NOT depend on our own strength and wisdom but to rely heavily and lean heavily on Jesus.
7.  Brokenness is the basis for blessedness.

Check out the Biblical record.  The person that God will greatly bless and greatly use is the person that has been broken before the Lord.

Moses… David… Gideon… Joshua… Isaiah… Daniel… Jeremiah… Jesus… Paul… all of these great men of God were first “broken.”   
Jacob was fairly useless to God until he spent a night wrestling with God and was truly “broken” by God.

Brokenness and “walking with a limp” would mark Jacob’s life from that point on.  (Genesis 32:22-32)  
This is the account of when Jacob met God face to face and wrestled all night with Him!  Jacob was 
“broken” by this encounter with God.  He would never be the same!  He would never again have the same 
name, character or even the same way of walking after his night with God!


Genesis 32:22-32  (New American Standard Bible)
22 Now he arose that same night and took his two wives and his two maids and his eleven children, and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. 23 And he took them and sent them across the stream. And he sent across whatever he had. 24 Then Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled with him until daybreak. 25 And when he saw that he had not prevailed against him, he touched the socket of his thigh; so the socket of Jacob's thigh was dislocated while he wrestled with him. 26 Then he said, "Let me go, for the dawn is breaking." But he said, "I will not let you go unless you bless me." 27 So he said to him, "What is your name?" And he said, "Jacob." 28 And he said, "Your name shall no longer be Jacob, but Israel ; for you have 
striven with God and with men and have prevailed." 29 Then Jacob asked him and said, "Please tell me your name." But he said, "Why is it that you ask my name?" And he blessed him there. 30 So Jacob named the place Peniel , for he said, "I have seen God face to face, yet my life has been preserved." 31 Now the sun rose upon him just as he crossed over Penuel, and he was limping on his thigh. 32 Therefore, to this day the sons of Israel do not eat the sinew of the hip which is on the socket of the thigh, because he touched the socket of Jacob's thigh in the sinew of the hip. 
Jacob would struggle in a wrestling match with God all night long!  This is a picture of deep intercession and wrestling in prayer.  It would cost Jacob everything.  And in the end God would “break” Jacob.  But, when it was over, his name, his destiny, his character and his relationship with God would be forever changed.  His name would be changed to “ISRAEL” which means “one who fights with God” (and lived to tell about it!)  

Jacob would be come permanently disabled, walking for the rest of his life with a limp – a visible and painful reminder of his radical dependency upon God.  Jacob would be “marked” by God for life.  He was “broken” by God so that he could be blessed by God and so that he could be a blessing to the whole world.  It would be his 12 sons who would become the 12 tribes of Israel – the Jews – through which the whole world would be blessed by the Law, the prophets and by the Messiah, Jesus Himself!

Jacob’s dependence upon God would become his true strength.  Brokenness before God leads to true, blessed strength.  Paul would find out that his strength and God’s strength was “perfected in weakness” and that “when I am weak then I am strong!”  (II Corinthians 12:9-10)
Jacob knew that he deserved to die – at the hands of his brother Esau and at the hands of God – but instead God was merciful and gracious to him and allowed him to live – and to live in a new intimate relationship with the Lord.  This would lead to an attitude of brokenness – something that Jacob hadn’t been known for before his wrestling match with God.
One of the Hebrew root meanings for the word “bless” is “to break.”  When Jacob wrestled with God 

and begged God to “bless” him – he may have been saying, “break me!”  To ancient Jews the worse curse 
(opposite of blessing) was to be self-dependent and without a sense of a need of God.  When we are 
broken – we know that we need God.  After Peniel, the place where Jacob wrestled with God, Jacob 
knew that he desperately needed God – and that sense of broken neediness is truly a phenomenal blessing!
If God breaks you – it is to bless you and make you a blessing to others.  True Servants of God are 
broken… and blessed… and they stay “blessable” by remaining broken before God.  They become a 
blessing to others by staying humble, contrite and broken before the Lord. 

The following is a powerful tract on this subject of brokenness.

BROKENNESS

By John Collinson

(This tract was written by an English vicar and former missionary to Africa, a real brother in the Lord who ministered at the International Revival Conference in Switzerland in 1970. His reply to our request to reprint it reveals the spirit of Mr. Collinson: “Please do feel free to use the leaflet on ‘Brokenness’ wherever and however you think it may be used to help. I need to learn every word of it afresh. While I wrote it out of a living experience, I find it can quickly become a lovely vision rather than a daily walk. I need so much to be ‘broken’ daily.”)


Sometimes it is asked what we mean by brokenness. Brokenness is not easy to define but can be clearly seen in the reactions of Jesus, especially as He approached the cross and in His crucifixion. I think it can be applied personally in this way:


WHEN to do the will of God means that even my Christian brethren will not understand, and I remember that “Neither did His brethren believe in Him” (John 7:5),  and I bow my head to obey and accept the misunderstanding, THIS IS BROKENNESS.


WHEN I am misrepresented or deliberately misinterpreted, and I remember that Jesus was falsely accused but He “held His peace,” and I bow my head to accept the accusation without trying to justify myself, THIS IS BROKENNESS.


WHEN another is preferred before me and I am deliberately passed over, and I remember that they cried, “Away with this man, and release unto us Barabbas” (Luke 23:18), and I bow my head and accept rejection, THIS IS BROKENNESS.


WHEN my plans are brushed aside and I see the work of years brought to ruins by the ambitions of others and I remember that Jesus allowed them to lead Him away to crucify Him (Matt. 27:31) and He accepted that place of failure, and I bow my head and accept the injustice without bitterness, THIS IS BROKENNESS.


WHEN in order to be right with my God it is necessary to take the humbling path of confession and restitution, and I remember that Jesus “made Himself of no reputation” and “humbled Himself…unto death, even the death of the cross” (Phil.2:8), and I bow my head and am ready to accept the shame of exposure, THIS IS BROKENNESS.


WHEN
 others take unfair advantage of my being a Christian and treat my belongings as public property, and I remember “they stripped Him…and parted His garments, casting lots” (Matt. 27:28,35), and I bow my head and accept “joyfully the spoiling of my goods” for His sake, THIS IS BROKENNESS.


WHEN one acts towards me in an unforgivable way, and I remember that when He was crucified Jesus prayed, “Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do” (Luke 23:34), and I bow my head and accept any behavior towards me as permitted by my loving Father, THIS IS BROKENNESS.



WHEN people expect the impossible of me and more than time or human strength can give, and I remember that Jesus said, “This is My body which is given for you…” (Luke 22:19), and I repent of my self-indulgence and lack of self-giving for others, THIS IS BROKENNESS.

Anybody need to pray for God to break them?  

True Christlike Servants stay broken before their King who is the “Slave of all.”

God will “break you” to bless you and make you a blessing!

Brokenness is that aspect of character that rightly understands who I am compared to the example of the life of Christ. Isaiah summarized it, when in response to his vision of the Holy God, he said, “Woe is me, I am undone.” People full of themselves can rarely point others to 

Christ effectively. A true understanding of our own humanity, fallibility, and fragility leaves us humble and broken, in appropriate ways. 
How can I tell if I have a broken and contrite spirit? Ask yourself these questions, or consider sharing them with the people in your Life Groups:
• Am I willing to let go of my dreams and ambitions if such is God’s will? 
• Am I defensive when accused, criticized, or misunderstood? 
• Am I coveting what others have instead of waiting for heaven’s rewards? 
• Am I forgiving when offended, with or without apology? 
• Am I complaining or arguing out of unsurrendered rights? 
• Am I thinking of others first out of love? 
• Am I proudly appearing that I am always right or know all the answers? 
• Am I practicing the spiritual disciplines (prayer, fasting, solitude, simplicity, 
             and so on.)? 
• Am I being silent regarding self-promotion and letting God do my public 
             relations? 
• Am I daily saying, “God, whatever it takes, I’m willing to submit to Your 
             leadership”? 
• Am I expressing joy in the difficulties, which serve to refine me? 
• Am I taking risks out of obedience to Christ instead of giving into fear, pride, 
             or denial? 
The fruits of brokenness are humility, authenticity, integrity, and sensitivity. All of these qualities are desirable as a leader-servant. 
Seven very common ways to spot a humble spirit. 
1. Humility does not demand its own way. 
2. Humility exudes an attitude of service (service is doing mundane things that help others). 
3. Humility does not seek attention or credit. 
4. Humility forgives when offended but is hard to offend. 
5. Humility does not criticize others. 
6. Humility produces a teachable spirit. 
7. Humility is gracious and thankful. In fact, one of the most Godlike attributes we can 

express is a gracious spirit—a spirit of mercy and thanksgiving. 
— E. Lebron Fairbanks, Leadership, MCS, p.147 
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