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Servant’s Course

Lesson 2
Sessions 1 and 2
Complete Notes

More Than A Disciple … A Servant!  Part II
Introduction:  Jesus is calling all of us to follow Him and to live like He lived.  Jesus is the all-time Greatest Servant that ever lived.  Over and over our Lord taught His Disciples that in His Kingdom the way to true greatness, ultimate fulfillment and maximum joy was to “descend into greatness” all the way down to the exalted role of a Servant.  That is exactly what Jesus did and before we can become DiscipleMakers we will need to cultivate the heart of a Servant as our Lord demonstrated. 
Key Memory Verse: 


He Came To Serve

Matthew 20:25-28   (New American Standard Bible)

25 But Jesus called them to Himself and said, "You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great men exercise authority over them.  26 "It is not this way among you, but whoever wishes to become great among you shall be your servant,  27 and whoever wishes to be first among you shall be your slave;  28 just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many." 

Objective:  The purpose of this lesson is to continue to encourage the Disciple who is becoming more than a Disciple… to pursue the high goal of becoming a Christlike, selfless Servant.  This lesson will give the student the biblical background that will assist them in developing a Servant’s heart and attitude that will bring God great glory and result in a life-time of godly service and much fruit as a Servant-Leader DiscipleMaker someday.
Key Definitions or Concepts:
1.  Almost everybody wants to be a Leader.  There are countless Leadership seminars and books.  There are almost no seminars and precious few books on Servanthood. Very few are really interested in being a Servant.  When you Google the word Leadership you get 853,000,000 results… when you Google the word Servanthood you get only 340,000 results.

2.  Jesus calls us to be His servants and to serve one another.  God measures how well we love and serve Him by how well we love and serve His people… especially the least of them…  That’s how important service and Servanthood is to Jesus.  Because Servants are so important in the King’s Kingdom we will capitalize the word Servant or Servanthood throughout this study as a mark of honor for this high and exalted position (in God’s eyes). 
3.  In Scripture the words “slave”, “bond-slave”, “servant” and “bond-servant” are fairly synonymous.  The same Greek word doulos or “doulos” is used for these various terms.  It is translated “servant” or “slave” 118 times, “bond-slave” or “bond-servant” 6 times and 

“bondman” once.  It means “one who gives himself up to another’s will” and “one who is devoted to another to the disregard of one’s own interests.”  That’s what a Servant of Jesus does.
4.  It is a tremendous honor to serve someone of very high rank.  In the ancient world great glory and honor was bestowed on the servants of the king or emperor.  Their life and identity was totally caught up in WHO trusted them to really serve them. We are called Servants of the Most High God!  We are called to serve the King of Kings and His family members (other Christians).  We are told that when we serve others that we are actually serving Jesus Himself! (Matthew 25:31-46)  “You did it to me!”  You serve a Great King!  He personally trusts you with serving Him and the people He loves most.

Because Matthew 25 is true…say quietly to yourself this little silent prayer when you serve someone else:  “Jesus, I am doing this for You… and I am doing this in Your Name… and I am doing this with You and best of all, Jesus, I am doing this to You!”

Since this is all true, how would you serve Jesus personally?  With what kind of attitude or joy or enthusiasm or excellence would you serve Jesus personally?  
That is the attitude that we ought to have whenever we serve anyone else.  God will help us to do this.
5.  The heart of a Servant is so precious to our God.  On Judgment Day Jesus will not say to us:

“Well done, good and faithful Leader!”  or “Well done, good and faithful Christian!” or 

Well done, good and faithful Follower!”  or “Well done, good and faithful Disciple!”

Jesus will say, “Well done, good and faithful Servant!”  These will be the greatest words you will ever hear said of you.  You will be so thrilled to be called God’s good and faithful Servant on that day.   

6.  The greatest people in Scripture saw themselves as the Servants of God and the Bible is full of great men and women who were world-class Servants who honored their God by being a faithful Servant to another person, (often pagan leaders) such as:  Joseph, Daniel, Esther, Martha, Mary, Cornelius, David and others.

7.  Jesus Himself will personally reward you for the service that you render Him or anybody else.  Matthew 25:31-40; Colossians 3:22-24; Ephesians 6:5-8

Colossians 3:22-24  (New American Standard Bible)   

22 Slaves, in all things obey those who are your masters on earth, not with external service, as those who merely please men, but with sincerity of heart, fearing the Lord.   23 Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord rather than for men,  24 knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance It is the Lord Christ whom you serve. 
Ephesians 6:7-8  (New American Standard Bible)   7 With good will render service, as to the Lord, and not to men,  8 knowing that whatever good thing each one does, this he will receive back from the Lord, whether slave or free. 

The Heart Of A Servant Of the Lord:
1.  Lives to serve and please their Master. They delight in the pleasure of their Master.  They seek first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness.  Nothing else in their life is as important as serving and bringing pleasure to their Lord.  They enjoy bringing joy to Jesus.

2.  Fervently desires to help the one they serve to be successful and to reach their goals.  Someone once wisely said:  “you can get anything you want in life if you will help enough other people get what they want in life!”  Servants know that is true.

3.  Enjoys blessing and helping others to serve their Great King Jesus better.  They know that it is much more blessed and fun to give than to receive. (Acts 20:35)  They get genuine happiness and joy in giving sacrificially to others their most precious commodity… their time.  They truly put the needs of others before their own.  

They are gracious, generous, selfless, and focused on the needs and concerns of others.  They do not feel demeaned or unimportant when they serve others, in deed, they find their significance in blessing others.  This causes them to be incredibly joyful.  They have found the secret to great joy in life… giving to God and others their time, money, energy, love and service.  They practice “GIVING LIVING” and they have the greatest joy of anyone around.

4.  Truly understands what an incredible honor it is to serve “the least of these my brothers” (Matthew 25:31-46) and delights in helping others and sees Servanthood as a high and noble calling of our Lord.

5.  Doesn’t look to the one who is served for their reward… but instead, looks to the Lord for any and all rewards, recognition and applause.  They truly serve and play to an audience of ONE.  A true Servant of Jesus is not impressed or swayed by the applause, opinions, praise or rejection of people for they know that their true and lasting reward is from the ONE they serve – the Lord Jesus Christ.

6.  Recognizes that no job is too mundane or too humble for them to do with excellence.  True Servants see no job as “small” or “insignificant”… they share God’s view on the lowliest of tasks and glory in doing the dirtiest and humblest of jobs… for the glory of God… just like their Example Jesus (washing the feet of the disciples in John 13).  Servants of Jesus contribute to the work of Jesus with their money. (Luke 8:3)  The Servants of our Lord take care of the everyday chores like food preparation and clean-up. (Luke 10:40)  A real Servant delights in serving and proving their faithfulness in doing the little unnoticed things that others don’t want to do.
7.  A Servant of our Lord is one who has sold themselves out to the Lord and they are no longer their own master.  If you want to know whose Servant you are, look at your calendar and your bank statement.  What you spend most of your time and money on is what or who you serve.

8.  Selfless Servants of Jesus have dethroned themselves and their interests and declared Jesus as Lord of all of their lives.  Jesus is LORD!  He is Number One in their lives and everything and everyone else is a distant second…and it shows!

Servants of Jesus:
1.  Gladly serve the poorest and least and they know that they “do it to Jesus”.  Matthew 25:40

2.  Know that their Lord said that the very greatest among them would prove their greatness by being the “slave of all”.  They carry the burdens of others (Galatians 6:2) and have Christlike compassion for hurting and needy people and they put that compassion to work in practical every-day acts of service with no thought of reward or recognition from the one that they serve.

Mark 10:43-44  (New American Standard Bible)   43 "But it is not this way among you, but whoever wishes to become great among you shall be your servant;  44 and whoever wishes to be first among you shall be slave of all.” 
Think of the practical implications of truly being “the slave of all.”  

How would you be treated – if you were really “the slave of all?”
George McDonald  writes: "You know what kind of servant you are by how you act when you are treated like one."  
3.  Follow Jesus wherever He leads and they are there with Him and they serve Him and they will be honored by the Father in Heaven.

John 12:26  (New American Standard Bible)   "If anyone serves Me, he must follow Me; and where I am, there My servant will be also; if anyone serves Me, the Father will honor him.
4.  Know that if they serve well they will “obtain for themselves a high standing and great confidence in the faith that is in Christ Jesus.”  I Timothy 3:13

5.  Enjoy serving one another with their spiritual gifts. They are genuinely concerned about others and their needs and concerns and they are not self-absorbed or pre-occupied with self.       I Peter 4:10

6.  Serve by the strength which God supplies, and they do not serve for the glory that men can give them but they serve for the glory of God.

I Peter 4:11  (New American Standard Bible)   whoever serves is to do so as one who is serving by the strength which God supplies; so that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belongs the glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.
7.  Do what the Master says to do.  They fervently desire to please the Lord in all that they do.  Matthew 8:9;  II Timothy 2:4

8.  Know that they are not better than or above their Master (Jesus) yet they know that in time they will become like their Master. Like Jesus, they are humble, gentle, patient, not easily angered, and do not take offense quickly.  Their lives emulate the life of Jesus.                    Matthew 10:24-25  

9.  Know that they have given up all right to their rights to their Master and that nothing they have is their own… it is all the Master’s possessions and they use these things for His purposes 

and His glory and they know that they will someday give an accounting with their Master regarding how well they served Him with His assets and resources.  Matthew 18:23; 25:19

10.  Serve with the full knowledge that they have been greatly forgiven by their Lord and Master and they fully and freely offer the same grace and forgiveness to others who offend or hurt them.  Matthew 18:26ff

11.  Recognize that their Master has sent them into the harvest for souls and they know that they are expected to be faithful and fruitful.  Matthew 21:34

12.  Know that some of the Master’s Slaves and Servants will be sent into harm’s way by their Master and they know that some of them will be beaten, tortured and killed when they serve their Master but they serve Him gladly anyway and should they suffer torture or death they count it a high honor to be found worthy of suffering pain and shame for Jesus’ name sake.  They know that their reward in heaven forever is going to be beyond imagination!  Matthew 5: 10-12; 21:35-36; Acts 5:41

13.  Have been sent by the Master (Jesus) to call and invite and compel people to come to their Master’s wedding feast… (in heaven someday).  Matthew 22:3

14.  Faithful and sensible Servants will be put in charge of the Master’s household to give the other Servants care and food.  Those who prove faithful in this ministry of caring for other Servants of the Master will be greatly rewarded when their Master comes back.  Matthew 24:45; Matthew 25:21,23

15.  Remember that unproductive and unfruitful Servants will be severely reprimanded by the Master and He will call them “wicked and lazy” and then He will cast them into outer darkness. (a word picture used by Jesus for hell)  Matthew 25:26  (In Luke 19:22 Jesus also calls them “worthless slaves”.)

16.  Recall that Jesus their Master said that when they have done everything that they have been commanded to do that they should call themselves:  “unworthy slaves”.  Interestingly this doesn’t seem demeaning to a true Servant of Jesus… rather, they see even this title as a high honor since they know that they are Unworthy Slaves of a Great and High King and He loves them powerfully!   Luke 17:10

17. Are given money by their Master to work with, while He His gone, for His purposes and His benefit until He returns.  They also know that their will be a Day of Accounting for all that was entrusted to them when they will answer to their Lord. On this great day they will report in on all that they did or didn’t do with the resources and money that God gave them to work with for His glory and the salvation of souls.  Luke 19:13, 15

18.  Don’t always know what their Master is up to but they serve Him faithfully anyway.       John 15:15 

19.  Never forget that Jesus promised them that they will be persecuted like He was but they choose to serve Him anyway.  John 15:20

20.  Will have God Himself pour out His Spirit on them and they will prophecy.  

Act 2:18  (New American Standard Bible)   Even on My Bondslaves, both men and women, I will in those days pour forth of My Spirit and they shall prophesy.

21.  Speak God’s Word with boldness and confidence.  Acts 4:29

22.  Are slaves of obedience resulting in righteousness.  Romans 6:16

23.  Are slaves of righteousness resulting in sanctification.  Romans 6:19

24.  Are joyful Love-Slaves of Christ.  Ephesians 6:6

25.  Like Epaphras in the Bible, who was a faithful Servant of Jesus, Servants of Jesus labor earnestly and fervently for other Christians in prayer and intercession.  The most loving thing that we can do for the people we love and serve is to pray earnestly for them.  Colossians 4:12

26.  Look at God’s instructions to His Servants:

II Timothy 2:24-26  (New American Standard Bible)   24 The Lord's bond-servant must not be quarrelsome, but be kind to all, able to teach, patient when wronged,   25 with gentleness correcting those who are in opposition, if perhaps God may grant them repentance leading to the knowledge of the truth,   26 and they may come to their senses and escape from the snare of the devil, having been held captive by him to do his will. 

This is the spirit and attitude that God expects and desires out of His selfless Servants.

27.  Must be on guard and careful for they, like any Believer, can be led astray by demons and false teachers.  Revelation 2:20

28.  In Revelation 7:3 we find out that in the end times God supernaturally seals His Servants with His holy seal of protection and blessing… this is His “brand” of ownership on His own.

29.  God’s prophets are called His Servants.  Revelation 10:7

30.  God’s prophets and His saints (“holy ones”) are called His Servants.   Revelation 11:18

31.  Are tortured and martyred by the enemies of God but they gladly serve Jesus anyway.  God allows this to happen to many of His Servants.  These are the precious Servants of God that the Lord has chosen for eternal, unbelievable glory and honor forever and forever.  The martyrs will be the most honored and blessed people in heaven.  May God find us worthy to suffer for His name.  Revelation 19:2

32.  Give God great praise and fear Him.  Revelation 19:5

33.  Will serve Him in heaven.  Revelation 22:3

34.  Will have God reveal special secrets, insights, mysteries and revelations to them in heaven.  Revelation 22:6

35.  Deny themselves, take up their crosses daily, and follow their Master to death if necessary.  They live lives of surrender, selfless sacrifice and daily obedience to Jesus with great joy.

Luke 9:23  (New American Standard Bible)    And He was saying to them all, "If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross daily and follow Me.
As the Servants of Jesus allow God to daily crucify their self-wills they become less and less preoccupied with themselves and more and more centered on Jesus and on the needs of others.  Like their Model and Example Jesus, increasingly they look to serve rather than to be served, to love rather than to be loved, and to give rather than to receive.  They are becoming more and more like their Lord Jesus and they bring great pleasure to their Lord.
Amazingly, after all that the Word of God says about being Servants of God, Jesus and Paul declare that we are no longer slaves… we are Friends of Jesus and Sons of God!
John 15:15  (New American Standard Bible)  "No longer do I call you slaves, for the slave does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all things that I have heard from My Father I have made known to you.”

Galatians 4:6-7  (New American Standard Bible)   6 Because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, "Abba! Father!"   7 Therefore you are no longer a slave, but a son; and if a son, then an heir through God. 
Well, if that is true, why do Bible people call themselves Slaves and Servants of Jesus?

We are not forced by God to be His Slaves or Servants.  We are His set free, Beloved Children and Friends.  Paul was not forced to be Jesus’ Slave. No one is forced to be a Slave or Servant of Jesus.  So, why do Bible folks call themselves the Slave or Servant of Jesus?  Because in the freedom of Jesus that they enjoyed…and because they had been so captured by the heart of Jesus -- Paul and Peter and James and Jude and John and Epaphras and so many others voluntarily chose to become “LOVE-SLAVES” OF Jesus Forever.

The concept of a Love-Slave comes to us from the Old Testament. Exodus 21:5-6 and Deuteronomy 15:16-17 tell us about an ancient custom.  When a Hebrew slave had served his time (no more than 6 years – for God mandated that on the 7th year they were to be freed) and was about to be set free, if the slave had been treated so well by his or her master that he or she had grown to love their master… they could do something very special and unusual.  They could bond themselves together to their master for life by declaring that they wanted to be their master’s Love-Slave forever.  To signify this, there would be a public ceremony when the Love-Slave would have their ear pierced with an awl and they would voluntarily declare their life-long commitment to be the Love-Slave of their master for the rest of their days. 

This is our privilege and option as well.  You don’t have to be a Servant of Jesus.  You don’t have to be a Love-Slave of Jesus.  But you have the choice and honor of choosing whether or not you want to go in deeper and serve your Lord better… and choose on your own free will to be a Love-Slave of Jesus forever.  Many of us have made that choice!

The happiest people in the Universe are the people who have voluntarily decided to be the Love-Slave of  the Lord Jesus Christ.  He is worthy to be served with great love!  What incredible and wonderful eternal rewards there will be for the good and faithful Servants of Jesus! 

Servants or Love-Slaves of Jesus are more than just Baby Believers.  They are more than just Faithful Followers of Jesus.  They are even more than Disciplined Disciples of our Lord… they are true, faithful, obedient, willing, self-less, Christlike Love-Slaves or Servants of Jesus… for life and eternity.  Jesus can see “the holes in their ears” … forever.               

“Lord, make me a Servant like You!”*

* Of course, if He does, indeed, make us a Servant like Him, we will be treated like He was!
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