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The Servant Of Jesus And Spiritual Gifts
Introduction:  God has gifted each Christian with fantastic Spiritual Gifts that are to be used to serve the Family of God.  As Servants of Jesus we want to discover and develop the unique cluster of Gifts that God has given to us.  This lesson is an introduction to a fascinating subject. We are most effective and our efforts and energy are maximized when we operate in our Gift areas. You will also be given the opportunity to take a Spiritual Gifts Evaluation questionnaire that may be a good starting point for you as you begin to explore and unwrap the precious Gifts that God has given to you to serve Him and His body with excellence.  When you begin to flow in the power of the Holy Spirit in your gifted areas – you will succeed fabulously as a Servant of God.
This lesson will prepare you for the Networking Seminar that will help you explore other areas of your life including your passions, experience, and personality type.  The Networking Seminar will be offered as a supplement to the Servant’s Course.  This lesson will begin to help you move into the wonderful life of ministry (service) that God has created for you to walk in and enjoy.

God’s Church, The Body of Christ, will be incredibly blessed as each member discovers and begins to use their God-given Gifts for His glory and the building up of the Family of God.
Key Memory Verse:    Serve One Another


I Peter 4:10 (New American Standard Bible)
As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. 

Objective:  The goal of this lesson is to introduce the Servant of Jesus to the subject of Spiritual Gifts and to begin to help the student to discover and develop their unique Gift cluster for the glory of God and for the Service of their King and His Body, the Church.

Key Definitions or Concepts:
1.  Throughout the New Testament the Church of Jesus Christ is referred to by a number of names or analogies.  One of the beautiful names of the Church is – The Body of Christ.  As we study the subject of Spiritual Gifts we will refer to the Church with this phrase because when the Apostle Paul spoke of Gifts he introduced us to this effective illustration and analogy.

2.  God has given each Christian very special abilities and Gifts that are to be employed in the service of the Family of God.  These Gifts are different from natural abilities and aptitudes.  These Gifts are different from the Fruit of the Spirit.

3.  God does not want us to be ignorant or unaware of our Spiritual Gifts.  Sadly, way too many Christians are indeed ignorant of their own Spiritual Gifts.


I Corinthians 12:1  (New American Standard Bible)

Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be unaware. 

4.  God’s Word covers Spiritual Gifts in 4 primary passages:  I Corinthians 12-14; 

Ephesians 4:4-12; Romans 12:3-8; and I Peter 4:8-11.  There are other references to Spiritual Gifts peppered throughout Scripture but these are the primary passages that cover this vital subject.  The Book of Acts highlights many of the Gifts in operation through the power of the Spirit in the lives of ordinary Christians.

5.  If each Christian properly understood their own Spiritual Gifts, it would not only motivate them to greater commitment and service, but it would also bring a whole new excitement to the Church, the Body of Christ.  It would also result in an abiding love and appreciation for the other members of the Family of God that are gifted in areas that we are not.  There are many advantages for the Church of our Lord to have each person aware of their gifts, functioning in their gifts and honoring the gifts of the others including:

· A proper self-acceptance and self-esteem for each Christian.  Each Believer will be better able to make their life count for God. 

· A sense of joy, achievement, accomplishment and fulfillment for each Servant of Jesus as they flow and function in their gifted areas.

· Each Christian is better able to sort through the priorities of their lives and to better be able to hear the clear call of God for service.  It will help each person in the Family to better be able to identify areas for concentrated training, development and maturity. 

· A supremely enhanced level of excellence and effectiveness in all areas of service as truly gifted people move and minister in the power of the Holy Spirit in their God-ordained, God-appointed roles.

· Things will get done for the glory of God and the salvation of souls.  In fact, everything that God wants done – will get done – with joy, passion, blessing and excellence.

· Everyone will be built up and become mature in Christ.

· No one would be a “square peg in a round hole.”  This is always hard on the “peg” and it is hard on the “hole.”  

· A tremendous love and appreciation for the other members of the Family who are gifted and excellent in other areas.

· Each member is built up in their non-gift areas by being in close association with those who are gifted in those areas and who are functioning well in their areas of anointing and blessing.

· No one is burned out.  Burn out comes when we function too long in our non-gift areas.  Joy and fulfillment comes when we move and minister by the Spirit in our Gift arenas.  Maximum joy comes to us when we are utilizing all of our Gifts in the way the Lord intended.

· The Body of Christ functions the way that it is supposed to:  ears serve as ears, mouths serve as mouths, feet serve as feet, hands serve as feet – rather than eyes
trying to serve as noses, elbows trying to serve as kidneys, etc.  Each gift and function is carried out in the way the Head of the Body (Jesus Christ) wants it to.

· Jesus will get much more glory!

· The church will grow!

· There will be less frustration in the church and much more contagious joy!

The following are the key passages in the Word of God on Spiritual Gifts.
1 Corinthians 12:1-31  (New American Standard Bible)
1 Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be unaware. 2 You know that when you were pagans, you were led astray to the dumb idols, however you were led. 3 Therefore I make known to you, that no one speaking by the Spirit of God says, "Jesus is accursed"; and no one can say, "Jesus is Lord," except by the Holy Spirit.  4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5 And there are varieties of ministries, and the same Lord. 6 And there are varieties of effects, but the same God who works all things in all 
persons. 7 But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 8 For to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, and to another the word of knowledge according to the same Spirit; 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, and to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10 and to another the effecting of miracles, and to another prophecy, and to another the distinguishing of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, and to another the interpretation of tongues. 11 But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually just as He wills. 12 For even as the body is one and yet has many members, and all the members of the body, though they are many, are one body, so also is Christ. 13 For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 14 For the body is not one member, but many. 15 If the foot should say, "Because I am not a hand, I am not a part of the body," it is not for this reason any the less a part of the body. 16 And if the ear should say, "Because I am not an eye, I am not a part of the body," it is not for this reason any the less a part of the body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole were hearing, where would the sense of smell be? 18 But now God has placed the members, each one of them, in the body, just as He desired. 19 And if they were all one member, where would the body be? 20 But now there are many members, but one body. 21 And the eye cannot say to the hand, "I have no need of you"; or again the head to the feet, "I have no need of you." 22 On the contrary, it is much truer that the members of the body which seem to be weaker are necessary; 23 and those members of the body, which we deem less honorable, on these we bestow more abundant honor, and our unseemly members come to have more abundant seemliness, 24 whereas our seemly members have no need of it. But God has so composed the body, giving more abundant honor to that member which lacked, 25 that there should be no division in the body, but that the members should have the same care for one another. 26 And if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; if one member is honored, all the members rejoice with it. 27 Now you are Christ's body, and individually members of it. 28 And God has appointed in the church, first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, various kinds of tongues. 29 All are not apostles, are they? All are not prophets, are they? All are not teachers, are they? All are not workers of miracles, are they? 30 All do not have gifts of healings, do they? All do not speak with tongues, do they? All do not interpret, do they? 31 But earnestly desire the greater gifts. And I show you a still more excellent way. 

I Corinthians 13:1-3  (New American Standard Bible)
 1 If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but do not have love, I have become a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 And if I have the gift of prophecy, and know all mysteries and all knowledge; and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. 3 And if I give all my possessions to feed the poor, and if I deliver my body to be burned, but do not have love, it profits me nothing. 

I Corinthians 14:1  (New American Standard Bible)
Pursue love, yet desire earnestly spiritual gifts, but especially that you may prophesy.

What follows next in the entire chapter is a discussion of the Gift of tongues, interpretation of tongues and the Gift of prophecy and the proper use of these Gifts in the church. 

Ephesians 4:3-13  (New American Standard Bible)
3 being diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as also you were called in one hope of your calling; 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 one God and Father of all who is over all and through all and in all. 7 But to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ's gift. 8 Therefore it says, "WHEN HE ASCENDED ON HIGH, HE LED CAPTIVE A HOST OF CAPTIVES, AND HE GAVE GIFTS TO MEN." 9 (Now this expression, "He ascended," what does it mean except that He also had descended into the lower parts of the earth? 10 He who descended is Himself also He who ascended far above all the heavens, that He might fill all things.) 11 And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, 12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ; 13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fulness of Christ. 

Romans 12:4-8  (New American Standard Bible)
4 For just as we have many members in one body and all the members do not have the same function, 5 so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another. 6 And since we have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let each exercise them accordingly: if prophecy, according to the proportion of his faith; 7 if service, in his serving; or he who teaches, in his teaching; 8 or he who exhorts, in his exhortation; he who gives, with liberality ; he who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness. 

I Peter 4:10-11  (New American Standard Bible)
10 As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. 11 Whoever speaks, let him speak, as it were, the utterances of God; whoever serves, let him do so as by the strength which God supplies; so that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belongs the glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 
We can see that the subject of Spiritual Gifts is not just some little peripheral topic in Scripture.  It is vital that we know and understand the role of Spiritual Gifts in the church and in our own lives.  There is no way that we can serve as Servants to maximum levels of effectiveness for our God if we are clueless regarding our own giftedness and that of others.

Basic Principles about Spiritual Gifts: 
The Definition of a Spiritual Gift:

A Spiritual Gift is a God-given supernatural ability given to Christians by the Holy Spirit on the basis of grace, for the purpose of Christlike service.  The Gifts glorify God and advance the cause of Christ in the church and in the world. The Gifts are given to us by God to build up the Body of Christ.
1.  Every Christian has a Spiritual Gift.  

(I Corinthians 12:7, 11, 18; Ephesians 4:7; I Peter 4:10)
In fact, most of us have a cluster of Gifts.  When we were born physically we possessed certain natural abilities.  When we were born again spiritually we received certain spiritual abilities as a member of the Body of Christ (the Church).  (Romans 12:5-6; I Corinthians 12:7)  Every Christian has at least one Spiritual Gift.  We will see later that there is the potential for more!

2.  Tremendous Joy comes in exercising our Gifts.

The root word for “Gift” in Greek is “charisma.”  This comes from the word “chara” which means joy.  “Charis” is the word for grace which involves God giving us the desire and power to accomplish God’s Will.  (Philippians 2:13)  

It stands to reason that God’s grace (“charis”) and His joy (“chara”) flow when we function in the Gifts (“charismata”) that He has given us.  The converse is also true – frustration flows where we find our Gifts stifled, ignored, or under-utilized.  The most joyful and joy-filled Christians are the ones who regularly and freely flow and function in their God-given Giftedness.  The more Believers in a church that move and minister in their Gifts the more joy there will be in that congregation!

3.  Finding personal fulfillment is only possible by discovering and developing our Spiritual Gifts.

Your Spiritual Gifts are God’s phenomenal Gifts to you and to your church.  You will be most fulfilled as you do what God created you to do.  God knows what will fulfill you the most.  The Lord knows how you can best be utilized for His glory, the salvation of souls, and the building up of His Family.  You will be “best” at what God created you to do.  No matter how hard you work or how “successful” you are in your non-gift areas – there will not be maximum joy, fulfillment and effectiveness outside of your Gift areas.  

Each of us has a desire for meaningful achievement.  We all want to make a difference that will last into eternity.  The ultimate of this is realized only when we have a significant part in God’s supernatural program.  This divine, eternity-impacting program is being carried out by and through the Church, the Body of Christ, in the world today.  The Church functions best and at its optimal effectiveness and efficiency when each person functions with Holy Spirit anointing in their Giftedness.

God really wants you to know where you fit in the Family of God and what He wants you to do that no one else can do – like He wants you to do it.  This will all track around your Gift areas.

4.  Each Gift is designed to perfect the Body of Christ.

Just as there are varying functions and roles in the various organs and members of our physical body, so each Christian has a particular and necessary function in the Body of Christ.  Failure to exercise our gift weakens the ministry of the Family of our Lord. (Ephesians 4:11-13)

5.  God wants us to know and understand our Gifts.

Our God is a rational God.  If we are to concentrate on our Gift as instructed in Romans 12, we must first understand what that gift is and how it is best utilized in the church.  Also, if we are to have harmony with others within the Body of Christ, we must understand and appreciate what their Gifts and their particular functions are, under God.  (I Corinthians 12:1)

6.  Spiritual Gifts are essential and vital.

Just as we really don’t want to do without many vital organs in our body (heart, lungs, stomach, legs, brain, etc.) so it makes sense that Spiritual Gifts are very important.  The Church of our Lord Jesus is so anemic in America today, for one reason, because so few American Christians know what their Spiritual Gifts are – and fewer still are actually using them for the glory of God.

If Spiritual Gifts weren’t essential and vital – then God wouldn’t have bothered to give them to us.

Your Gifts are absolutely ESSENTIAL to the efficient functioning of the Body of Christ.  We can’t make it without you!  We can’t begin to present a composite picture of Christ to the world without you and your functioning Gifts. 
7.  All Spiritual Gifts can be abused, exploited and counterfeited by Satan.

There is true prophecy and false prophecy.  There was the true Gift of miracles that Moses walked in and demonstrated and there was the counterfeit miracles that the magicians of Pharaoh trafficked in and exhibited.  There are true godly teachers and false teachers.  There is the true gift of languages (tongues) and the false phenomenon of tongues. There is the true gift of leadership and the false gift of dictatorship.

All Spiritual Gifts can be counterfeited by the enemy.  But that shouldn’t cause us to shy away from the “real deal.”  Many of us have seen the abuse or misuse of certain Gifts.  Many of us have witnessed counterfeit gifts in certain charlatans or false teachers.  This can cause us to steer clear of  Spiritual Gifts altogether.  This would be a tragic mistake that Satan would love for us to commit.  The existence of a “counterfeit” indicates that there is something true and valuable worth counterfeiting!  There is!  God wants us to live in the joy of  being used by our Lord in our Gifts.

8.  All Spiritual Gifts have their strengths, liabilities, misunderstandings and excesses.  All Spiritual Gifts need to be balanced and utilized in the Spirit and the Fruits of the Spirit.

9.  No one person – except Jesus Christ – has ALL of the Spiritual Gifts.

God’s Word clearly indicates us that we all are important and vital and that we all need each other.  No one of us makes up the Complete Body of Christ.  (I Corinthians 12:29-30)

10.  We are told to “earnestly desire” (I Corinthians 12:31) and “desire earnestly” (I Corinthians 14:1; 39) “greater gifts.”

We can desire and pray for Spiritual Gifts that we don’t have.  We can expect God to give us Gifts that we don’t have yet!   (I Corinthians 14:13)  “You have not, because you ask not!”  

Imagine the Gifts that God is going to give you in the future!  Praise the Lord!  He knows every Spiritual Gift that you will need in the future to do what He has called you to do – you can pray with confidence and believe God to give you the Gifts that He wants you to have to carry out His Will and His commands.

11.  The Holy Spirit is the Source of the Gifts.  (I Corinthians 12:7-11) 

Ultimately, the Holy Spirit decides what Gifts He will give you.  Pray to the Holy Spirit and ask Him to give you everything that God wants you to have.  If there is some Gift that you need to have to do what God has called you to do – then you can pray and ask God to either give you that Gift or give a Gifted person to you to help you do what God wants done.

12.  Spiritual Gifts are not natural abilities or talents – they are supernatural enablements.

God is the Source of all good and perfect gifts.  We should give God profuse thanks for every natural talent or ability that we have.  But natural abilities are not Spiritual Gifts.  

God can anoint a natural ability – like the ability to speak before an audience – with the supernatural Spiritual Gift of teaching, prophecy, word of wisdom, word of knowledge, or exhortation.  

You may have the natural ability to work well with your hands in building creative, beautiful things – but God can bless you with the supernatural Spiritual Gift of craftsmanship like Bezalel in the Old Testament until what you create with your hands is truly anointed, special and unusually graced by God.  

You may have a natural gift for music or art – but the Living God can come upon you and give you supernatural Gifts that: instruct, encourage, challenge, inspire and bless people’s hearts and change eternities through your skills and talents that are manifested through music or artistic expression.

On the other hand, you may be a “gifted” school teacher and God may not give you the supernatural Gift of teaching where people are powerfully up-lifted, graced, encouraged and eternally blessed by your spiritual teaching. 

Spiritual Gifts are given by the Holy Spirit when we become Christians and when we later ask for certain Gifts that we see that we need to accomplish God’s work.
13.  True Spiritual Gifts will always unite the Body of Christ – never divide.

If they divide the Body they are probably counterfeits.  (I Corinthians 12:4-7)

14.  Spiritual Gifts are not for the possessor – but for the Body of Christ, the Church of Jesus.

God does indeed bless the possessor of the Gift – but His whole purpose for giving any one of  us a supernatural endowment is for the sake of  OTHERS!  He blesses us with Spiritual Gifts so that we will be a blessing to others in the Family of  God and in the world.  None of the Spiritual Gifts are given just for the sake of self-edification.  (I Corinthians 12:7; 14:26; Romans 14:19)

15.  Spiritual Gifts are not necessarily a sign of Christlikeness or spiritual maturity.

The Fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23) is the proof of Christlikeness or spiritual maturity.  Some very immature Christians have been very gifted by God. The Corinthian Christians that Paul addressed were very “gifted” – in fact, Paul said that they were “not lacking in any gift.”  But they were breathtakingly immature, selfish, carnal and immoral!  (I Corinthians 1:7; 3:1)  
16.  No one Spiritual Gift is an “evidence” of being filled with the Holy Spirit.

Again, the evidence of being filled with the Holy Spirit is the personality and character of Christ – The Fruit of the Spirit – love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.
Some Christians believe that speaking in tongues is the evidence of being filled with the Holy Spirit. The Bible never said this.  Jesus never spoke in tongues, as many do today. The truth is that there are many non-Christians who have been known to “speak in tongues” such as Buddhist monks, certain sects of  Islam, demon-worshippers, some Mormons and voodoo practitioners.  As we said earlier, all true Spiritual Gifts can be counterfeited.

17.  Spiritual Gifts have the promise of the energizing of God!  (I Corinthians 12:1, 4-6, 11)

God will bless and supernaturally “charge you up” with His anointing and His power as you strive to move and flow in the Gifts that He has given you.  God will wondrously energize, multiply and enhance your Spiritual Gifts as you obey Him in loving service for His church.

18.  Spiritual Gifts come in many varieties  (I Corinthians 12:4-6, 11)

The Holy Spirit is wondrously creative.  Some are very “flashy”, “up-front” Gifts.  Others are very quiet, “behind-the-scenes” Gifts.  All are vital. All are important.  There are no “2nd rate” or “discount” Gifts.  We need all of them!

19.  You can have a Gift and not be using it.  

Gifts can lie dormant in you for a life-time.  Gifts can also be in their “embryonic” forms and lie unused or under-used by us.

20.  There are several Biblical terms to describe Spiritual Gifts.  (I Corinthians 12: 1-7)
Here are a few of the terms used in various translations of  Scripture that refer to Spiritual Gifts:

“energizings”  “services”  “manifestations”  “grace gifts”   “spirituals”

21. The lists of Gifts in Scripture are not exhaustive.

In other words, the lists are not “complete.”  You may have a supernatural Gift from God that is not literally listed or found in Scripture.  We notice that the 4 times in Scripture that Gifts are discussed that the lists are not identical.  (I Corinthians 12-14; Ephesians 4; Romans 12 and I Peter 4)  Some scholars only identify 8 Spiritual Gifts.  Others find 25-31 Gifts listed or referred to in Scripture.  There are even Gifts that are mentioned only in the Old Testament.  

For our purposes we will go with the largest inclusive lists recognizing that God may yet give Gifts to people today that He has never given to anybody any time before in history.  God is simply not bound to what He did once upon a time.  There is flexibility in our understanding of  just exactly what is a Spiritual Gift and what is not – because if there were only a certain number and no more – God would have said so and the lists would have been identical.

22.  All Gifts are to build up the Body of Christ.  (Ephesians 4:12; I Corinthians 12:7)

Typically, the Gifts will build up the Body by faith and encouragement.  The Gifts will point us all back to God and His goodness and His promises.  The Gifts will be used by the Holy Spirit in us to lift up the weary and bless the discouraged.

23.  Some Gifts are also “sign” gifts for certain people.  (I Corinthians 14:22)

This passage tells us that specifically the Gift of tongues is a “sign, not to those who believe, but to unbelievers.”  This verse also says that the Gift of prophecy is “for a sign , not to unbelievers, but to those who believe.”  So we see that certain Gifts are used by God as a “sign” for different groups of people.

24.  The Spiritual Gifts are distinct and different from spiritual fruit.  (Galatians 5:22-23)

Of course, the Gifts are to be used in the power of the Holy Spirit, at the prompting of the Holy Spirit in the Fruit of the Spirit.

25.  All Gifts are given by the Holy Spirit to bring glory to Christ – not the possessor of the Gift – or even the church – The Holy Spirit lives to exalt Jesus Christ.

26.  You are always in complete, conscious, control of a true Spiritual Gift.  

God is not impressed by mindless, semi-conscious, out-of-control worship or service in His Name.  Jesus was never mindless or out-of-control.  

27.  For the Spiritual Gifts to be used the way that God wants them to be used their use must line up with Scripture in definition and practice.

In other words, we use the Gifts in the spirit of the Word of God.  We use them in the Spirit of Christ.  We don’t use them to glorify ourselves or find fresh, innovative ways to sin or take advantage of people.  We don’t use them to gratify our lusts or our carnality.  We don’t use them to dishonor God or anybody else. We always use them in love, truth, integrity and obedience to Christ – like Jesus used the Spiritual Gifts that He walked in and ministered in—all for the glory of His Father and in the beauty of holiness.

28.  All the Gifts must be recognized, developed and cultivated in light of the Word of God and the Personality of Christ.

29.  All Gifts must be developed and cultivated.  

Few of us will flow and function with total perfection the first time that we move into our Gift areas and begin to minister in them.  They will grow, mature and be perfected as we obey our Lord and earnestly seek His help and wisdom and anointing in using His Gifts for His Glory and His people.

30.  All the Gifts are received, activated, exercised and used by faith.  (Romans 12:3-6)

31.  As always, Satan will try to hinder us as we use our Gifts for the Glory of God.

Our enemy will stop at nothing to discredit us and our Gifts.  He will try and cause us to doubt ourselves, our Gifts, and our God.

32.  As in any gift from God, “Use it or lose it!”

It is a true spiritual principle – whatever God gives you – if you use it for His Glory, the salvation of souls, the building up of His church and the making of Disciples – God will give you 

more!  God will give you more: to work with, responsibility, honor, souls, opportunities, “open doors”, faith, anointing, power, results.  On the other hand, ignore God’s promptings, refuse to use your Spiritual Gift and you will find it shriveling up and becoming, for all practical purposes, non-existent.  The reality is that “the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable.”  (Romans 11:29)  God is faithful and at whatever point you begin to obey God you will find that God will bless your efforts and re-energize your long unused Gift!

Paul told Timothy not to the neglect the Gift that was given to him in a supernatural way. (I Timothy 4:14)  Apparently we can “neglect” our Spiritual Gifts.  Again, in the next letter that Paul wrote to Timothy he told him to “stir up the gift” or “kindle afresh the gift of God” (II Timothy 1:6)

33.  All the Gifts must be exercised in Christlike love or they are worse than useless.  
(I Corinthians 13; Romans 12:9-13; Galatians 5:22-23)

34. The Gifts are extremely important to the Family of God, the mission of Christ, the building up of the Body of Christ – but they are not as important as Christlike love!

(I Corinthians 13:1-3, 8, 13)

Questions about Spiritual Gifts:

1.  How long do we keep our Gifts?

Most likely Spiritual Gifts are for life.  The reason for this is in the very nature of a gift.  A gift is freely given on the basis of grace and not earned or merited.  Also, God’s Word says that His gifts are “irrevocable.” (Romans 11:29)  Following the analogy of the human body that Paul uses, our fingers and arms are parts of the body and they are meant to be permanent.  In the Body of Christ, it would seem to be the same.  “Organs”, “members”, “gifts” are all essential and it would make sense that the Gifts that God gives us are meant to be used, developed and perfected throughout our lives. 

It may be that some Gifts lie in us undiscovered for decades.  Gifts can lie dormant in us, unused, against God’s Will. (I Timothy 4:14; II Timothy 1:6)
Some gifts may take prominence in our lives over other gifts in certain seasons of our lives depending on the ministry into which God has called us. 
2.  How can we abuse Spiritual Gifts?

We can abuse Spiritual Gifts by:

· Forbidding the use of Gifts or certain Gifts.  (I Corinthians 14:39)

· Being ignorant and staying ignorant of Spiritual Gifts.  (I Corinthians 12:1

· Overemphasizing certain Gifts

· Exalting some Gifts over others

· Using the Gifts for carnal, prideful, selfish reasons

· Drawing attention to ourselves and our Gifts instead of using them to glorify God

· Using our Gifts just to edify ourselves rather than to edify the Body

· Being disorderly or obnoxious in our exercise of the Gifts

· Giving glory to the Gift rather than the Giver of the Gift – God!

· Gift projection – This phenomena involves several things.  It includes looking at the Gifts of others and being discouraged to use our own Gifts in that same area because the other person is so much greater or better in their anointing or use of that Gift. This can discourage us and cause us to ignore or depreciate our own Gift.  Gift projection also includes looking at the biographies or stories of great Christians and seeing how much they accomplished for God and assuming that we should be able to do the same things if we only loved God as much as they did or were as consecrated as they were – without taking into consideration that a large part of what made that hero of the faith so great and effective for God was that they were moving in the flow and anointing of their Spiritual Gifts that we may or may not have.  George Mueller was a man of great faith who accomplished almost unbelievable exploits for God in prayer and faith.  No doubt, he had the Gifts of intercession and faith.  If you don’t have the Gifts of intercession and faith it would be impossible for you to try and “live up” to Mueller’s extraordinary example. On the other hand, if that happens to be your Gift mix – you have a great example and model in Mueller.  In any case, don’t let the Gifts of others discourage or dishearten you!  God wants to use YOU in your unique Giftedness!

· Gift rejection – refusing to receive or exercise a Gift that God has given us

· Gift neglect – neglecting to use a Gift that God has given us

· Gift envy – looking at the Gifts of others and being jealous or envious that we don’t have that Gift

· Over-specialization – this occurs when people refuse to function in Christian roles that Scripture requires every Christian to do, on the excuse or rationalization that: “it isn’t my gift.”  God tells us all to serve each other – but some will refuse to serve anybody because “it’s not my gift.”  This is a huge carnal cop-out!
· Refusing to do anything that is not in your “Gift area.”  There are times when something just has to be done.  It may or may not be your “Gift” to clean up after a church pot-luck.  It just needs to be done.  Get in there and serve as best as you can.  Imagine that your neighbor’s house was burning and you refused to assist him because firefighting is not your “Gift.”  What would Jesus want you to do?  He would want you to do your best to help in any way that you could and do all that you could possibly do and then stand aside when the “Gifted” firemen arrive.
3.  What are some wrong attitudes about Spiritual Gifts?

· Arrogant pride

I Corinthians 4:7  (New American Standard Bible)
For who regards you as superior? And what do you have that you did not receive? But if you did receive it, why do you boast as if you had not received it? 

· Feeling superior  (II Corinthians 12:21-22)

· Feeling inferior  (I Corinthians 12:15-16)

· False humility – being afraid or unwilling to admit what your Gift is

· Feeling unworthy and inadequate to use your Gifts for God and His Church
II Corinthians 3:5  (New American Standard Bible)
Not that we are adequate in ourselves to consider anything as coming from ourselves, but our adequacy is from God, 
· Seeking recognition and acclaim for our Gifts
· Focusing on the Gifts rather than on Jesus
· Excusing ourselves from Christlike attitudes or actions on the basis of our Gifts or lack of them
· Seeking experiences or excitement rather than seeking Christ
· Being discouraged if you can’t discover (or label) your Gift
· Disparaging your Gift – “I only have the Gift of helps!”
· Refusing to use your Gift if you can’t excel in your Gift like others can
· Being intimidated by your Gift or lack of Gifts
· Believing that your Gift is more important than Christlike compassion, grace and love
· Depending on your Gift or Giftedness to cover for your lack of prayer, preparation, personal holiness, study or diligent effort
4.  What are the proper attitudes about Spiritual Gifts?

· Gratitude to God
· Contentment with what Gifts God has given you
· Rejoice in your Gift
· Humility – remember that these are grace Gifts which are not given according to merit.  Remember also, that many Gifted people have watched God withdraw His blessing and anointing from their Gifts because of sin, pride, abuse, or unChristlikeness.
· Recognize that you constantly need the Holy Spirit’s empowerment, anointing and blessing on you and your Gifts
· Trust the Holy Spirit’s power, not your flesh or your Gifts
· Develop a Servant’s heart (I Peter 4:10)  God has given you your Gifts to be used as a selfless, Christlike Servant to everybody else in the Family of God
· Have a team attitude recognizing that you are not the whole team or the whole Body of Christ all by yourself and that you desperately need Jesus and everybody else in the Family
· Do all that you do in love (I Corinthians 16:14)
· Glory in your weaknesses and thank God for Gifted people in the church that have Gifts that you don’t have (II Corinthians 12:9-10)
5.  What are the Gifts that are referred to in God’s Word?

There are between 27-33 different Gifts mentioned in Scripture or referenced by the biblical writers.  Other Gifts are seen in the lives and ministries of various Bible characters.  As we said earlier the Gift lists are not identical and therefore, we conclude, not exclusive or exhaustive.  In other words, there may be Gifts from God that are not listed in Scripture.  We have added a few more that we see operating in the Family of God today. The following list gives us a good start on discovering our own Spiritual Gifts.

1.  Administration  

                    19.  Intercession or Prayer 

2.  Apostle 



        20.  Interpretation of Tongues or Languages
3.  Arts 



        21.  Knowledge or Word of Knowledge
4.  Celibacy 



        22.  Leadership



5.  Church Planter    


        23.  Martyrdom

6.  Counseling


        24.  Media and Computers

7.  Craftsmanship                                      25.  Mercy                             

            8.  Creative Communication                    26.  Miracles
9.  Discernment of spirits

        27.  Missionary

           10.  Discipling 


        28.  Music
           11.  Exhortation or Encouragement
        29.  Pastor
           12.  Exorcism 



        30.  Prophecy
           13.  Evangelism 


        31.  Poverty or Voluntary Poverty
           14.  Faith 



        32.  Service
     15.  Giving 



        33.  Teaching
     16.  Healing 


                    34.  Tongues or Languages  
     17.  Helps 



        35.  Wisdom
     18.  Hospitality 


        36.  Warfare
1. Administration  -- This is the special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body of Christ to understand clearly the immediate and long-range goals of a particular 
unit of the Body of Christ and to devise and execute effective plans for the accomplishment of those goals.  (Luke 14:28-30; Acts 6:1-7; Acts 27:11; I Corinthians 12:28; Titus 1:5)

2. Apostle – This is the special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body of Christ to assume and exercise general leadership over a number of churches with an extraordinary authority in spiritual matters that is spontaneously recognized and appreciated by those churches. District Superintendents, Field Directors, Regional Directors, Missionaries and General Superintendents need this Gift. (I Corinthians 12:28; II Corinthians 12:12; Ephesians 4:11-14; Ephesians 3:1-9; Acts 15:1-2; Galatians 2:7-10)

3. Arts – This is the special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body of Christ to create artistic expressions that bring great glory to God and great blessing, encouragement and inspiration to people through the visual arts. (Exodus 31:1-3)

4. Celibacy – This is the special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body of Christ to remain single and enjoy it and not suffer undue sexual temptations for the sake of Christ. (I Corinthians 7, Matthew 19:10-12)

5. Church Planter – This is the special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body of Christ to start successful new churches almost from scratch.  These people will usually demonstrate other Gifts such as faith, creative communication, evangelism, 

leadership and other pastoral skills.  They will often be known for their brave, risk-taking entrepreneurial spirit. (Acts 16-19)

      6.   Counseling – This is the special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body of 
Christ to listen lovingly and patiently to troubled, wounded or confused people and share godly wisdom from His Word in an effective way that people can apply to their situations that result in Christlike living. (Acts 18:26)
7.   Craftsmanship -- This is the special ability that God gives to certain members of the 
Body of Christ to use their hands, thoughts and mind to further the Kingdom of God through artistic, creative means.  People with this Gift may also serve as leaders for others in forming their abilities in this area.  This Gift was seen in the Old Testament in the ministry of Bezalel who was responsible for creating the Tabernacle and all of its furnishings.  This Gift may also be used in the areas of maintenance, care and upkeep for the benefit and beautification of God’s Kingdom here on earth. (Exodus 31:1-3)

8.   Creative Communication – This is the special ability that God gives to certain members 
of the Body of Christ to creatively communicate spiritual truths and the Gospel through the means of the performing arts, computer skills, and other means including writing, dance, drama, comedy, computers, the internet, web-pages, cartoons, illustrations, video, 

story-telling, puppetry, mime, graphic arts, music, play, crafts, cooking and other mediums.  (Ezekiel 4, virtually all of the prophets, Nathan, Elijah, Jesus’ parables) 

     9.    Discernment of spirits -- This is the special ability that God gives to certain members of 
the Body of Christ to know with assurance whether certain behavior purported to be of 

God is in reality divine, human or satanic.  These people have a heightened sense and awareness of  demonic activity in a place or person. (Matthew 16:21-23; Acts 5:1-11; Acts 16:16-18; I Corinthians 12:10; I John 4:1-6)

   10.    Discipling – This is the special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body of 
Christ to effectively mentor, coach and disciple young or new Christians into becoming Disciples of Jesus and then to become DiscipleMakers themselves.  (Acts 9:25-27; II Timothy 2:2)
    11.   Exhortation or Encouragement -- This is the special ability that God gives to certain 
members of the Body of Christ to minister words of comfort, consolation, confrontation, 
encouragement and counsel to other members of the Body in such a way that they feel helped and healed.  (Acts 14:22; Romans 12:8; I Timothy 4:13; Hebrews 10:25)

    12.   Exorcism -- This is the special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body of  
Christ to cast out demons and evil spirits. (Matthew 12:22-32; Luke 10:12-20; Acts 8:5-8; Acts 16:16-18)

    13.   Evangelism – This is the special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body of 
Christ to share the Gospel with unbelievers in such a way that people become believers in Jesus and Followers of our Lord.  (Acts 8:5-6, 26-40; 14:21; 21:8; Ephesians 4:11-14; 

II Timothy 4:5)

    14.  Faith -- This is the special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body of Christ 
to discern with extraordinary confidence the will and purposes of God for the future of His work.  (Acts 11:22-24; 27: 21-25; Romans 4:18-21; I Corinthians 12:9; Hebrews 11)

    15.  Giving -- This is the special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body of 
Christ to contribute their material resources to the work of the Lord with liberality and cheerfulness.  (Luke 8:3; Mark 12:41-44; Romans 12:8; II Corinthians 8:1-7; II Corinthians 9:2-8; Acts 4:36-37)

16.  Healing -- This is the special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body of     

  Christ to serve as human intermediaries through whom it pleases God to cure illness and    

  restore health apart from the use of natural means.  (Acts 3:1-10; 5:12-16; 9:32-35;    

  28:7-10; I Corinthians 12:9, 28)

17.  Helps -- This is the special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body of 
 Christ to invest the talents they have in the life and ministry of other members of the 
  Body, thus enabling those others to increase the effectiveness of their own Spiritual  

  Gifts. (Mark 15:40-41; Luke 8:2-3; Acts 9:36; Romans 16:1-2; I Corinthians 12:28)

18. Hospitality -- This is the special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body of Christ to provide open house and warm welcome for those in need of food and lodging. (Acts 16:14-15; Romans 12:9-13; 16:23; Hebrews 13:1-2; I Peter 4:9)

19. Intercession or Prayer -- This is the special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body of Christ to pray for extended periods of time on a regular basis and see frequent and specific answers to their prayers, to a degree much greater than that which is expected of the average Christian.  (Luke 22:41-44; Acts 12:12; Colossians 1:9-12; 4:12-13; I Timothy 2:1-2; James 5:14-16)

20. Interpretation of Tongues or Languages  -- This is the special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body of Christ to make known in the vernacular the message of the one who speaks in tongues or languages.  (I Corinthians 12:10,30; 14:13; 26-28)

21. Knowledge or Word of Knowledge -- This is the special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body of Christ to discover, accumulate, analyze and clarify 
      information and ideas which are pertinent to the well-being of the Body. The Gift of 
      Knowledge can also be the phenomenal ability that God gives to an individual to know 

something through supernatural means that they could never know through natural means. (Acts 5:1-11; I Corinthians 2:14; 12:8; II Corinthians 11:6; Colossians 2:2-3)

22. Leadership -- This is the special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body of Christ to set goals in accordance with God’s purposes for the future and to communicate these goals to others in such a way that they voluntarily and harmoniously work together to accomplish those goals for the glory of God.  (I Timothy 5:17; Acts 7:10; 15:7-11; Romans 12:8; Hebrews 13:17; Luke 9:51)

23. Martyrdom -- This is the special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body of Christ to undergo suffering and torture for the faith even to the point of death, while consistently displaying a joyous and victorious attitude which brings glory to God.  (I Corinthians 13:3; Acts 5:27-41; 7:54-60; 12:1-5; II Corinthians 11:21-30; 12:9-10)

24. Media and Computers – This is the special ability that God gives to certain members of 
the Body of Christ to work with modern technology, media, audio-visuals, sound, lighting and computers to enhance the spreading of God’s Word to modern people.  Obviously, this gift was not mentioned in Scripture written almost 2,000 years ago but we see this gift operating today and we are very grateful that God has specially gifted and endowed some people to serve the Family of God in such a vital role and ministry.
25. Mercy -- This is the special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body of Christ to feel genuine empathy and compassion for individuals (both Christian and non-Christian) who suffer distressing, physical, mental, or emotional problems, and to translate that compassion into cheerfully-done deeds which reflect Christ’s love and 

alleviate the sufferings.  (Romans 12:8; Mark 9:41; Acts 16:33-34; Luke 10:33-35; Matthew 20:29-34; 25:34-40; Acts 11:28-30)

26. Miracles -- This is the special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body of Christ to serve as human intermediaries through whom it pleases God to perform powerful acts that are perceived by observers to have altered the ordinary course of nature.  (I Corinthians 12:10,28; Acts 9:36-42; 19:11-20; 20:7-12; Romans 15:18-19; II Corinthians 12:12)

27. Missionary – This is the special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body of Christ to minister whatever other Spiritual Gifts they have in a second culture.  

(I Corinthians 9:19-23; Acts 8:4; 13:2-3; 22:21; Romans 10:15)

28. Music -- This is the special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body of Christ to use one’s voice in the singing of praises and joy to the Lord for the benefit of others, or to play a musical instrument to the praise of the Lord and for the benefit of others.  This Gift is also seen in composing, orchestrating and the writing of godly music for the glory of God and the building up of His Church.  (I Chronicles 16:41-42; 

II Chronicles 5:12-13; 34:12; I Samuel 16:16; Deuteronomy 31:22; Psalm 150)

29. Pastor -- This is the special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body of Christ to assume a long-term personal relationship and responsibility for the spiritual 

welfare of a group of believers.  (I Timothy 3:1-7; John 10:1-18; I Peter 5:1-3; Ephesians 4:11-14)

30. Prophecy  -- This is the special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body of Christ to proclaim the Word of God with divine anointing which brings conviction to the hearers so they recognize that it is truly the Word of God and that they must do something about it.  Another aspect of this Gift is the special God-given ability to speak 
forth the mind and counsel of God about future events.  It is the declaration of that which cannot be known by natural means.  It involves receiving and communicating an immediate message of God through a divinely anointed utterance.  Paul declares that this is the Gift that we should all earnestly desire.  (Acts 2:37-40; 7:54; 17:32-34; 26:24-29; I Thessalonians 1:5; I Corinthians 14:1,3)

31. Poverty or Voluntary Poverty -- This is the special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body of Christ to renounce material comfort and luxury and adopt a personal life-style equivalent to those living at the poverty level in a given society in 
order to serve God more effectively.  (I Corinthians 13:3; Acts 2:44-45; 4:34-37; II 
Corinthians 6:10; II Corinthians 8:9)

32. Service – This is the special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body of Christ to identify the unmet needs involved in a task related to God’s work, and to make use of available resources to meet those needs and help accomplish the desired results and goals.  (Acts 6:1-7; Romans 12:7; Galatians 6:2,10; II Timothy 1:16-18; Titus 3:14)

33. Teaching -- This is the special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body of Christ to communicate information relevant to the health and ministry of the Body, and the spiritual growth of its members in such a way that others will learn and enjoy the learning and enthusiastically look forward to the next teaching session.  (Acts 18:24-28; 20:20-21; Romans 12:7; I Corinthians 12:28; Ephesians 4:11-14)

34. Tongues or Languages -- This is the special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body of Christ to speak to God in a language they have never learned and/or to receive and communicate an immediate message of God to his people through a divinely anointed utterance in a language they have never learned.  (Mark 16:17; Acts 2:1-13; 10:44-46; 19:1-7; I Corinthians 12:10, 28; 14:13-19)

35. Wisdom – This is the special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body of Christ to know the mind of the Holy Spirit in such a way as to receive insight into how given knowledge may best be applied to specific needs arising in the Body of Christ. (Acts 6:3,10; I Corinthians 2:1-13; 12:8; James 1:5-6; 3:17-18; II Peter 3:15-16)

36. Warfare -- This is the special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body of Christ to engage in powerful and victorious warfare for the glory of God under the direction of God.  In the Old Testament we see the supernatural divine enablement of many heroes of the faith to engage the enemy in literal combat and to wondrously prevail against unbelievable odds. (Joshua, David, Jonathan, Samson, Abraham, Deborah, Gideon, Jehoshaphat and others)  In the New Testament we see this supernatural enabling in the arenas of spiritual warfare.  (Matthew 4:1-11; Luke 9:1; 10:17-20; Ephesians 6:10-19; Revelation 12:11)

Again, this is a list that will probably continue to grow as we watch the Holy Spirit reveal more of  His Gifts to His Church – The Body of Christ. 
6.  What are some hindrances to discovering our Gifts?

· An unsubmitted life
· Lack of involvement with the needs of others 
· Lack of a Servant’s heart
· Attempts to imitate other people’s Gifts
· Pride
· Being a brand new or very young Christian
· Lack of vital involvement in the life of a small group (Life Group) or the life and ministry of the church
· Unwillingness to obey Jesus Christ in all areas of your life
· Fear of certain Gifts or fear of what God may give you
· Laziness – an unwillingness to work and to work hard!
· Prayerlessness
7.  How do we discover our Spiritual Gifts?

1. Faith – You must believe that there is such a thing as Spiritual Gifts and you must believe that God has indeed gifted you and that He wants you to discover, develop and use your Gifts for His glory, the salvation of souls, the up-building of His Church and the making of Disciples.  Few things in life can be a higher priority in the life of a believer than the discovery of his or her Spiritual Gifts.  This is what God created you to do!

2. Prayer and Fasting – Ask God to show you what your Gifts are.  Ask God to cleanse you of any wrong motives for discovering and using your Gifts.  Wait on God.  Tell God that you will be blessed and excited about any Spiritual Gift that He has given you.  Praise God for the Gifts that He has given you that you know about and praise Him by faith for the Gifts that He will reveal to you as you continue to wait on Him. Ask God for wisdom (James 1:5) He will give it to you!

3. Complete Yieldedness to the Holy Spirit’s Control – Be willing to do what He wants.  Submit your desires to Him.  Be willing to work!

4.   Explore the Possibilities and the Needs – Read and study the lists of Gifts in the 

New Testament (the passages that were given earlier in this lesson).  Read books and notes on the Gifts.  Spend time with people who know their Gifts.  Ask them how they discovered their Spiritual Gifts.

5.  Experiment with as many as possible – Often we discover a Spiritual Gift just like 

you discovered your natural talent – trial and error!  Get involved in various ministries that seem interesting or appealing to you. You would never know that you had a talent for diving, playing the guitar, drawing or cooking unless you tried it once. Look for a need in the church, then try and do something to meet that need.  As you experiment, a good question to ask is, “what Gifts don’t I have?”  The process of elimination will help you here.

6. Examine your feelings and desires – What do you enjoy doing?  What seems to come naturally to you?  To what are you drawn?  Some Christians fail to recognize their Gifts because they use them without effort.  Note your inclinations and
      interests.  Don’t be surprised if God has already been prepping you with passions,         

      desires, interests and abilities that fall in line with a Gifting that He has given you.

Discover what you like to do.

7. Evaluate your effectiveness – Are you “good” at this particular ministry or not?  Do you enjoy doing it or do you feel good after you serve God and others in this ministry.  Do you feel drained or energized by serving in this area?  Do you get better as you go along or not?  Do initial fears get replaced with growing competence?  If you are a teacher – does your class grow?  Do people want to come 
back?  Do they tell their friends about your class?  If you think you are a leader ask yourself: “is anybody following me?”
8. Expect confirmation and affirmation from the rest of the Body of Christ – Honestly ask others if they think that this particular area may be your Gift area or not.  If you are beginning to function and flow in your Gift areas it will become obvious to other observant members of the Family of God.  If after repeated attempts at ministering in a certain Gift area and YOU are the ONLY ONE in the church that thinks that you are gifted in that area – maybe you need to seriously look at it all again!  (Example: how many singers have imagined that they are extremely gifted in singing – when they are the ONLY ONE who thinks so?)  It is a wonderful thing and a great blessing to find out WHAT IS NOT YOUR SPIRITUAL GIFT!  
9. Accept responsibility in the church  -- Get going.  Do something. Begin to work for the Lord – He’ll show you what you can and cannot do.  Ask Him to confirm if you are moving in the areas of your Gift cluster or not.  As you accept new responsibilities, God will reveal other Gifts to you that were previously hidden from your view.  Don’t be afraid to “re-locate” your ministry into another arena in the church if your Gifts fall in that area.

10. Consider your past experience – The Spiritual Gifts Questionnaire can be a real help here.  This tool is not the final word on your Gifts … but it can be a good starting point for prayer.  It can be an instrument that God could use to guide your search and help you begin to experiment.  It will probably definitively help you realize what is NOT your Spiritual Gift!  This is great information about yourself.

11. Dedicate whatever Gifts you have to God and His Glory – Romans 12:1-2

12. Ask God to help you begin to develop your Spiritual Gifts.
Once you think you know what your Spiritual Gifts may be, begin to read, study and hang out with people that you know have that Spiritual Gift.  Talk to them, ask them to show you how they use their Gifts for God’s glory and the up-building of the church.  Ask them to mentor you in the development of your Gift.  Recognize that you won’t be “perfect” in your Gift the first time that you use it.  Growth, proficiency and maturity in your Gift will come with time, practice, and prayer.

13. Delight in your discovery!  Eureka – “I have found it!”
Praise the Lord and give Him glory for the Gifts that He has given you.  Ask Him to supernaturally enable you to be greatly used by Him in the exercise of your Gifts.

14. Constant Prayer and Praise  

Allow God to correct you if you are wrong in your assessment of whether or not this is your Spiritual Gift or not

8.  How do we use our Gifts in the Power of the Spirit?

· Prayer (I Thessalonians 5:17)
· Yield yourself  (Romans 6:16; 12:1-2)
· Be continually filled with the Holy Spirit  (Ephesians 5:18)
· Find out what the Word has to say to you about your Gift.
· Disciple under other Spirit-filled Christians who have the same Gift and are using it effectively for Jesus and His church.
· Use your Gifts to glorify God – not self!
· Use your Gifts in faith!
· Use your Gifts in the characteristics of the Fruit of the Spirit – and watch it  produce the Fruit of the Spirit in you and others as you exercise this Gift.
· Use your Gifts in a way that is consistent with God’s Word.
· Utilize your Gifts to build up the Body of Christ.
· Minister with your Gifts in such a way to unify the Body of Christ – never to divide it.
· Serve with your Gifts in love – love for Jesus, love for others
· Ask God to help you become more Christlike in the use of your Gifts and that you and the people you minister to will become more Christlike through the use of your God-given Gifts!
Special Note:  The Leaders of the Master’s Plan in this church are very committed to helping each of you find your Spiritual Gifts and your place of ministry in this church and the Family of God.  To that end we have developed a Spiritual Gifts Questionnaire that will be administered to you as a part of this class.  This is a useful tool to help you begin to have a starting point in prayer to discover your Spiritual Gifts.  It will also help you clearly identify which gifts are NOT your gifts.  This information is very helpful to know as well as what your gifts are under God’s grace.

Another tool that has been developed by the Gallup people is the Strengthsfinder instrument.  This will give the Servant of Jesus another layer or level of understanding as to how God created them to serve to their maximum capacity and effectiveness.  We strongly suggest that each student purchase the book:  Strengthsfinder 2.0 and take the on-line questionnaire that is provided with the purchase of the book.  This will further guide the Servant of Jesus in using their talents, spiritual gifts and strengths for the glory of God, the salvation of souls and the making of disciples.

We also encourage each student to take the next Networking class that is offered by our church.  This weekend seminar will further refine your understanding of the gifts, passions, experience, abilities and personality type  that God has give you for the unique and custom designed ministry that He created you to do.
You have been creatively designed and phenomenally gifted in so many ways to uniquely SERVE your Lord and His Family the Church.  Your greatest joys will come in finding out what your gifts, strengths, and abilities are – and using them effectively for God’s glory and His purposes.  
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