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Servant’s Course

Lesson 10
Session 1
Complete Notes

Serving God In Intercession

Introduction:  Servants of the Most High God begin their service by serving Yahweh God in worship and adoration.  Then they follow that service to God with service before God for the people of God through fervent prayers and intercession.

What does the word “intercession” even mean?  It means to stand between God and another person in life-altering, passionate prayer.  It means to totally identify with the other person in their situation and to plead powerfully with God as if YOU were the one in desperate need of His healing, help, mercy, salvation or blessing. The Bible says that Jesus was “numbered with the transgressors… and interceded for the transgressors.” (Isaiah 53:12)  It means to stand in the place of another and to plead with God until God moves powerfully and graciously on their behalf to save them and deliver them. It means to pray for another until God does something!

Merriam Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary, Eleventh Edition defines the word intercession as “the act of interceding,” and “prayer, petition, or entreaty in favor of another.”  The Full Life Bible defines it as “holy, believing, persevering prayer whereby someone pleads with God on behalf of another or others who desperately need God’s intervention.” It is “standing in the gap” for someone else.  It means making all the difference in the world for heaven and eternity.  
Fervent intercession is the single greatest act of loving service that one person can do for another person.  To “lay down your life” for another person in daily, persistent, passionate prayer is a great act of love and sacrifice.  True intercession is hard work!  Many people pray – few really intercede effectively.  God is calling us into this great ministry of prayer service for each other and for those who can’t pray for themselves. 
God is searching for those who will be intercessors, those who can actually change life situations, world affairs and people through their fervent, upright prayers.  He has chosen us to be co-laborers with Him, giving us the tremendous privilege of reconciling men, women, and children to the Father – and changing the very course of history!  Will you answer the call of God on your life to be a true intercessor for others?

Key Memory Verse:  
Isaiah 59:16  (New American Standard Bible) 

“And He saw that there was no man, and was astonished that there was no one to 

intercede; then His ﻿own arm brought salvation to Him, and His righteousness 
upheld Him” 

Key Scriptures:  Ezekiel 22:30   Job 9:32–33   Hebrews 4:16; 7:25   1 Timothy 2:1–6   
2 Chronicles 7:14   Romans 8:26–27   Genesis 18:16–33   1 John 5:14–15

Objective:  Through this lesson, the Servant of Jesus will learn much about intercession and be encouraged to become an intercessor.
1.  GOD’S WORD GIVES US MANY EXAMPLES OF EFFECTIVE 

     INTERCESSORS

Job was a powerful intercessor for his family.  He prayed such powerful prayers of protection for his family that Satan couldn’t even touch them! (Job 1:10)
Abraham  gives us a powerful picture of intercession as He literally “bargains” with God for the evil city of Sodom.  Abraham was deeply moved by what God told him was going to happen to Sodom (total destruction and the loss of thousands of lives!) and He begins to “negotiate,” reason and plead with God for the souls of lost people.  (Genesis 18:16-33)  Abraham had spent enough time with the Lord in prayer and communion that he knew the true heart of grace and compassion that God had for lost sinners.  He had caught God’s heart for lost people by deep times of talking and listening to Yahweh God.  Abraham “stood in the gap” in prayer and concern for the wicked people of Sodom.  
Isaiah would become an effective intercessor for the people of God who were under siege by their enemies because of their disobedience to God.
Hannah  would intercede fervently and passionately and God gave her a son who would become God’s man who would turn the whole nation of Israel back to God.

Paul  and others in the New Testament would labor passionately in prayer for other Christians.

Esther and Mordecai would lead the people of God in fasting and prayer and fervent intercession and God heard their desperate cries for their doomed nation and turned it all around and gave them a mighty victory and deliverance.  (Esther 4:10-16)  Esther would also literally put her life on the line to make “intercession” for her people before the emperor and plead their case.  She was willing to die to see her people saved from death and the total annihilation of her race.
Epaphras “always labored earnestly” for the Colossians in his prayers for them. 
(Colossians 4:12)
David was a mighty intercessor for his nation and family.  Just read the Psalms and you catch his heart of prayer for himself, his family and his nation.

Daniel  was  especially powerful in prayer as an intercessor of incredible faithfulness, love,

persistence, and passion.  He would fast and pray for his people for weeks on end.  One time he fasted, wept and interceded for over 3 weeks for the people of God! (Daniel 9-10)

Moses  gives us a number of examples of fervent intercession that changed the course of history and literally saved the lives of millions of people – on more than one occasion!  We first find Moses interceding for his enemy!  He intercedes for Pharaoh and the Egyptians regarding the plague of frogs.  

Exodus 8:8-13  (New King James Version)

8 Then Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron, and said, "Entreat the LORD that He may take away the frogs from me and from my people; and I will let the people go, that they may sacrifice to the LORD. ' 9 And Moses said to Pharaoh, "Accept the honor of saying when I shall intercede for you, for your servants, and for your people, to destroy the frogs from you and your houses, that they may remain in the river only." 10 So he said, "Tomorrow." And he said, "Let it be according to your word, that you may know that there is no one like the LORD our God. 11 "And the frogs shall depart from you, from your houses, from your servants, and from your people. They shall remain in the river only." 12 Then Moses and Aaron went out from Pharaoh. And Moses cried out to the LORD concerning the frogs which He had brought against Pharaoh. 13 So the LORD did according to the word of Moses. And the frogs died out of the houses, out of the courtyards, and out of the fields. 

From this account in Exodus 8, we can see certain key principles regarding intercession.

a. There is a gap between the person needing prayer and God.  The gap will 

not be filled by the person who needs prayer.  

b. God waits until the intercessor prays.
c. The intercessor identifies with the person needing prayer – when they 

can’t or won’t pray to God themselves.

d. 
The intercessor identifies with God.

d. 
The intercessor cries out to the Lord, entreating Him on behalf of the 

person who is in need of prayer.  There is fervency, urgency, and 

passion in the intercessors cries to God for the needy person.

e.
The intercessor attains a place of authority in the situation.

f.
God listens to His intercessor!


g.
Because God listens and responds to the cries of His intercessor – things 

change for the better!

On other occasions God was seconds away from completely wiping out His rebellious, ungrateful, complaining, disobedient children who were getting ready to kill His man Moses – when Moses stepped into “the gap” and pled passionately for the lives and souls of the doomed and the damned.  Moses’ intercessions literally saved the lives of over 3 million people!
Exodus 32:31-32  (New American Standard Bible)
31 Then Moses returned to the LORD, and said, "Alas, this people has committed a great sin, and they have made a god of gold for themselves. 32 "But now, if Thou wilt, forgive their sin—and if not, please blot me out from Thy book which Thou hast written!" 

Remarkably, God seems to “change His mind” in response to the fervent cries and intercessions of His faithful man, Moses.  In response to Moses’ intercessions God forgives and spares His people the judgment that they justly deserved. There is incredible power and influence in intercession!  Praise the Lord!
2.  JESUS CHRIST IS THE GREATEST INTERCESSOR OF ALL TIME

Our Lord Jesus Christ is the greatest intercessor in the Universe and beyond!  He interceded throughout His days here on planet earth and He lives to make intercession now for us – day and night before the throne of His ABBA, Father.
Jesus is continually out-praying us all!  Consider these passages:

I Timothy 2:5  (New American Standard Bible)

For there is one God, and one mediator also between God and men, the man 
Christ Jesus, 


Hebrews 7:25  (New American Standard Bible)
He is able to save forever those who draw near to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them. 

Romans 8:34  (New American Standard Bible)
Who is the one who condemns? Christ Jesus is He who died, yes, rather who was raised , who is at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us.
Jesus was the supreme intercessor while He was here on earth.  He prayed for those who were sick and possessed by demons.  He prayed for the dead and dying.  He prayed for the oppressed and the outcasts.  He prayed for all those who had any kind of sickness or diseased.  He prayed for His disciples.  He prayed for His friends and His family.  He prayed for His enemies.  He even prayed for His executioners when He was in the most excruciating pain!  Jesus is the Model Intercessor of all time!  He even prayed for you when He interceded for all those who would believe on Him. 
John 17:20 (New American Standard Bible)
I do not ask in behalf of these alone, but for those also who believe in Me through their word. 
In Isaiah’s classic passage on the sufferings of Jesus he was prompted by the Holy Spirit to include that Jesus prayed for all of us when He “interceded for the transgressors.”
Isaiah 53:12  (New American Standard Bible)
Therefore, I will allot Him a portion with the great, and He will divide the booty with the strong; because He poured out Himself to death, and was numbered with the transgressors; yet He Himself bore the sin of many, and interceded for the transgressors. 
But Jesus’ ministry of intercession didn’t end when He left this planet and ascended into heaven.  Jesus is interceding right now for you and me!  He is your Personal Intercessor before the Father in heaven!  All night long and all day long – Jesus, Your Savior and Lord is passionately interceding for you and me!
Now, Jesus calls us to partner with Him and join Him in interceding for others who can’t intercede for themselves.  Your prayers can move God!  Someone once said, “our prayers are the 
slender nerve that moves the Mighty Muscle of God on our behalf.  As you powerfully stand in the gap and pray for others… God moves and acts in ways that He won’t if nobody intercedes.

Jesus invites you into His little prayer circle and He asks you to share His pain, His burden, His passion for lost and broken people – who can’t pray for themselves.  When you do this, when you join Jesus in prayer before the Father’s throne – you are, among other things, “entering into the fellowship of His sufferings.”  (Philippians 3:10)
Jesus wants to share His joys, burdens, tears, passion and anguish over lost souls with you … if you are willing to enter into the ministry of intercession for others.
Jesus is calling you to be an intercessor with Him for hurting, dying, suffering people who face a very real hell if they die without Christ!  
3.  GOD CALLS EACH OF US TO SERVE HIM AND THE PEOPLE OF THIS WORLD IN FERVENT INTERCESSION

God calls each of His children – His faithful Servants to enter into this ministry of intercession.  He calls us to pray for our leaders, our nation, our families, our friends, other Christians, and even our enemies.
II Chronicles 7:14  (New American Standard Bible)
If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.
God has promised to hear your prayers and fervent intercessions for others and He promises to do something about the situations that you intercede over in passionate prayer.

God calls you a “royal priest” and He has given each one of us the burden and ministry of praying for others.

I Peter 2:9  (New American Standard Bible)
But you are A CHOSEN RACE, A royal PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY NATION, A PEOPLE FOR God's OWN POSSESSION, that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light;
God declares that you and I are a holy priesthood (1 Pet. 2:5), a royal priesthood (1 Pet. 2:9), and a kingdom of priests (Rev. 1:5).  Priests “stand in the gap” – they represent God to the people and they represent the people to God.  Priests identify with God and they identify with God’s sinful people who stand in need of prayer.
The ministry of intercession is the highest calling that God can lay on us.  It is our highest privilege, our greatest responsibility and our highest honor.  Our prayers will literally change eternal destinies for immortal souls.  Our intercessions can save entire nations from death and destruction.  Our anointed priestly prayers can truly change the world and alter history for good and for God.  So much is at stake in our intercessions.  Satan knows this and this is why he fights us so hard at intercession.
4.  HOW DO WE INTERCEDE IN AN EFFECTIVE WAY?

Author and powerful intercessor Joy Dawson shares some principles for effective and earth shaking intercession.  We gratefully acknowledge her contribution that follows in this section.
Begin by offering thanksgiving and praise to God. 
We “enter His gates with thanksgiving and His courts with praise.”  (Psalm 100:4)  This is always the right attitude when we come into the presence of our Living God.  

Thank God for all that He has done for you and bless Him for so wonderfully supplying all of your needs.  Thank Him for the Blood of Jesus that makes intercession possible!  Thank Him for all of the fantastic blessings that He has so generously given you.  Thank Him for salvation and the blessed miracle of prayer and intercession.

Praise God for WHO He is and bless and honor His fantastic Name!  Praise Him for the privilege that He has given us to be His children and to be able to engage in the powerful ministry of intercession.  Praise Jesus for interceding for you right now!  Praise God that you can join Jesus in crying out to Him and having an impact on what goes on in the hearts and lives of people.
Confess all of your sins and make sure your heart is clean before God.
We know from Scripture that if we refuse to confess and forsake our sins that God cannot hear our prayers.  Ask God to search your heart and point out anything that is grieving Him.  Give the Holy Spirit total freedom to convict you of any unconfessed sin (see Ps. 66:18; 139:23–24).
When he does forsake it and confess it before God.  (I John 1:9)
Repent of anything He brings to mind that is un-Christlike.  Sin can only go out of the life by confession with our heart and mouth.  Turn from your sins and forsake them forever.
Die to your own desires, imaginations, and burdens for what you feel you should pray.  (Proverbs 3:4-6; Proverbs 28:6; Isaiah 55:8)  God knows better than you do what you should pray for.  Tell Him that you only want to pray for what He lays on your heart.  It is His agenda that you want to pray over – not yours!
Ask God to utterly control you by His Spirit.  Then thank Him for doing so.  
(Ephesians 5:18; Hebrews 11:6)  If you let Him, God will indeed direct you and control your Spirit.
Deal aggressively with the enemy.  Come against him in the all-powerful name of the Lord Jesus Christ (Mark 16:17).   Submit to God completely.  Actively resist Satan (James 4:7).  The degree to which you are able to resist the devil is proportionate to the degree to which you have submitted to the Lord. Use the sword of the Spirit, the Word of God, as a weapon against Satan.  (Eph. 6:17; Heb. 4:12; Zech. 3:2).
Approach God in faith.  Praise God in faith for the remarkable prayer time you are about to have.  God is a remarkable God and will He will do something consistent with His character.
Wait before God.  Wait before God in silent expectancy (Ps. 62:5; Micah 7:7). Listen for His direction (Ps. 81:13–14).  Ask God to show you what He wants you to pray about.  Speak what God brings to your mind.  (John 10:27)  Stay with one subject long enough for God to do and say all that He wants to regarding this particular burden.  Remember, it is HIS AGENDA we want to pray over – not ours!
In obedience and faith, continue asking God for direction (see John 10:27).  Expect God to give you direction.  He will (Ps. 32:8).  Be encouraged by the lives of Moses, Daniel, Paul, and Anna, knowing that God gives revelation to those who make intercession a way of life. 
Keep your Bible near.  If possible, have your Bible with you in case God wants to give you direction or confirmation from His Word (Ps. 119:105).  Be quick to obey the Word of the Lord.
Take a notebook with you.  Keep notes and journal on what the Lord is saying to you.

Intercede, using the promises of God (1 John 5:14–15).  Cry out to your God.  Lift your voice in fervent, passionate, heart-felt supplication (which means “fervent begging.”)  Someone once said that “Prayerless tears are useless and tearless prayers are too.”  They may be right.  We do know that Jesus was passionate and loud in His crying out to God.  Listen to this verse describing the prayer life of Jesus:


Hebrews 5:7  (New International Version)
During the days of Jesus' life on earth, he offered up prayers and petitions with loud cries and tears to the one who could save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent submission. 

Remember the great prayer promises that we have in God’s Word and claim them outloud.

I John 5:14-15  (New American Standard Bible)
14 And this is the confidence which we have before Him, that, if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. 15 And if we know that He hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests which we have asked from Him. 

If possible, intercede with a same-sex partner (Matt. 18:19). 

Matthew 18:19  (New American Standard Bible)
Again I say to you, that if two of you agree on earth about anything that they may ask, it shall be done for them by My Father who is in heaven. 

Whatever God brings to mind, pray on that subject until you sense that God has answered your prayer.  Don’t quit too soon.  Stay on a particular subject until you sense a “release” from God to move on to something else.
End with praise! Thank God for the blessings you are going to receive. (Romans 11:36; Philippians 4:6)  All of the glory belongs to God.  Thank God in faith that He has heard you and that things are going to be better, greater, and that God’s will is going to be done.
A WARNING!
God knows the great weakness of the human heart towards pride, and if we speak of what God has revealed and done in intercession, it may lead to our committing this sin against God.

God shares His secrets and burdens with those who are able to keep them.  There may come a time when He will definitely prompt us to share, but unless this happens, we should remain silent!


Luke 9:36  (New American Standard Bible)
And when the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone. And they kept silent, and reported to no one in those days any of the things which they had seen. 
Luke 2:19  (New American Standard Bible)
But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. 
5.  WHY DOES GOD WANT US TO INTERCEDE FOR LOST SOULS?
Because God says that there is nothing more valuable in the whole world than a single human soul!  Jesus gave His life for immortal human souls.  Jesus paid with His Blood for each and every soul.  
Our souls will live forever in heaven or hell.  Every lost person faces an eternity in unthinkable torment in the Lake of Fire.  Every soul is of infinite value to God.  

Souls are in the balance.  This is more serious than life and death.  Praying for lost souls involves issues much greater than life and death – we are talking about heaven and hell for eternity!
As we are learning the importance of intercession and spiritual warfare let us never forget that we are fighting in the spiritual realm for eternal, precious, priceless human souls!
Charlemagne (742–814) was perhaps the most famous ruler of the Middle Ages and a key figure in European history.  It is reported that after Charlemagne’s death, he was buried wrapped in royal robes and seated in a marble chair.  On his lap was a Bible opened to Mark 8, with his finger pointing to verse 36.  Charlemagne possessed untold riches, fame, and power, yet he understood that none of that mattered in light of the value of his eternal soul.  Worldly life and its pleasures are fleeting; only the soul (spirit) lasts forever.  Here is the verse that captured Charlemagne’s heart and attention:
Mark 8:36  (New King James Version)

For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? 
God is the Creator of human souls.  God alone knows the true value of a soul.  All souls ultimately belong to God.  The Bible says that all souls will return to God. (Ecclesiastes 12:7)  God knew us and our souls from the time of our conception and before!  Our souls are made in the image of God. (Genesis 139:14-16)
God the Father was willing to pay the ultimate price for each soul – the price of His Son’s precious, priceless Blood!

I Peter 1:18–20 (New International Version)
For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your forefathers, but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect.  He was chosen before the creation of the world, but was revealed in these last times for your sake.
There was nothing of more value to God the Father than His Son; yet He gave Him up for us.  That’s how valuable a human soul is to God Almighty.

The angels in heaven know how infinitely precious and eternally valuable even one human soul is and they truly celebrate and rejoice in heaven when one person comes to God in repentance.

Luke 15:10  (New American Standard Bible)
In the same way, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.
Satan knows how precious and valuable one single human soul is and he will stop at nothing to trap and ensnare even just one human soul. If our souls were not so valuable, then Satan would not involve himself in our affairs.  The very fact that he comes after us with all he’s got shows how valuable we are.  (John 10:10; I Timothy 3:7; II Timothy 2:26)
I Timothy 3:7  (New American Standard Bible)  Speaking of elders:

And he must have a good reputation with those outside the church, so that he may not fall into reproach and the snare of the devil. 
II Timothy 2:24-26  (New American Standard Bible)
24 And the Lord's bond-servant must not be quarrelsome, but be kind to all, able to teach, patient when wronged, 25 with gentleness correcting those who are in opposition, if perhaps God may grant them repentance leading to the knowledge of the truth, 26 and they may come to their senses and escape from the snare of the devil, having been held captive by him to do his will. 

Satan wants to trap and ensnare every human soul – because he knows the true, priceless value of a human soul.  The enemy wants to ensnare you (1 Tim. 3:7).  He wars against our souls – and he will win unless we daily intercede for ourselves and other Christians.  

Satan will use every subtle attack at his disposal to cause you to doubt God and turn away from him.  He will whisper lies to you, bring discouragement, and make you feel rejected.  His ways of attack are truly endless.  But if you pray and listen to God – Your God knows every trick and scheme that Satan has plotted for you today – you will be victorious.  Your God is more than a match for Satan as you turn to Him in total submission and pray powerful warfare prayers over you, your family, your church, and other Christians.

Satan has enslaved the whole world of unbelievers by blinding them to the truth.  He has totally deceived billions of people on earth.

II Corinthians 4:3-4  (New American Standard Bible)
3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing, 4 in whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving, that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 
Satan is the “god of this world” who has blinded and deceived so many!  Our prayers and intercessions allow God to move and take off the “blinders” that the enemy has put on so many people.  Fervent prayer, supplication and intercession will set people free from the snares and traps of Satan.

Satan’s agenda is to steal, kill and destroy every human soul.  (John 10:10)  The enemy is a 
devourer; he seeks to destroy every Christian, every unbeliever, every human soul (1 Pet. 5:8).  
That is his intent for you and everybody on earth: defeat, death and destruction on every level.  
He wants to rob, kill and destroy your health,  marriage, prosperity, joy, friendships, money, job, 
family, peace, and especially your eternal soul.
Satan had the whole world under his control and rulership.  Then Jesus Christ invaded this planet with God’s grace.  And Jesus would pay the huge price to redeem (“buy back”) every human soul.  Jesus was tortured to death for your soul!  He died to save your eternal soul from eternal torment in hell.
God and Satan know the value of your soul.  You and I will determine where our eternal souls will spend eternity.  You and I will determine where millions of others spend eternity by our intercession for lost souls… or lack of intercession.
God has a will for every human soul. God’s will is that everybody come to salvation in Christ through repentance and belief in Jesus.  

Satan has a will for every human soul.  Satan’s will is that everybody be sick, destroyed, defeated, depressed, ruined in every area, tortured with thoughts of suicide and discouragement, and ultimately end up denying God and spending eternity in the Lake of Fire.

You and I have a will.  We will either choose God’s will for our lives or we will fall into Satan’s traps and end up bound to do his deadly will.  Intercession for ourselves, each other and lost people makes all the difference in this ultimate decision.

Heart-felt, passionate, fervent intercession for souls is what Jesus is doing right now.  He calls us to come into our prayer rooms and join Him in intercession for valuable, priceless souls!  Will you join Him?  

This is His call on our lives.  This is our high privilege, high honor and huge responsibility.

Eternal souls are at stake.  Our intercessions for them will make all the difference in the world on where they spend eternity.
The souls of the people you love who do not know Jesus are in the balance.

Will you join Jesus in fervent, faithful tearful prayer and intercession for their precious souls?   
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