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Servant’s Course

Lesson 4

Session 2

Complete Notes

Serving Jesus By Loving Our Friends To Him

12 Important “I’s” In Winning Our Friends To 

Subtitle:  How To Pray For Our Friends And Love Them To Jesus

Introduction:   Scripture gives us many examples of godly prayer warriors from which we can glean helpful priorities and patterns that will guide us and inform us in our praying and loving our friends to Jesus.  Daniel is one who combined powerful intercession with practical involvement in the lives of those that he wanted to connect with God.  We have a lot to learn from this ancient, but relevant, brother in the Lord.  

How do we win our friends to Christ?  How can we possibly influence them or impact them for Jesus?   What can we do that will enable the Holy Spirit to use us to move our loved ones closer to Jesus?  How can we pray for them in ways that will change their eternal destinies?  How can we love on them and influence them without driving them off or “weirding them out?”  How can we reach people for Jesus without being obnoxious and “odd for God?”

Key Verses:   

Matthew 18:18-20   

18 "Truly I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall have been bound in heaven; and whatever you loose on earth shall have been loosed in heaven.   19 "Again I say to you, that if two of you agree on earth about anything that they may ask, it shall be done for them by My Father who is in heaven.   20 "For where two or three have gathered together in My name, I am there in their midst." 

Key Scriptures:  Daniel 9:1-23; 10:1-21; Matthew 18:18-20;  John 14:12-14; 15:7-9, 16;  Matthew 7:7-8;  Matthew 11:12;  Isaiah 53:12
Objective:  The purpose of this lesson is to instruct and encourage the Servant of Jesus in 12 important steps or areas that are powerful in prayer and friendship evangelism in creating an atmosphere that the Holy Spirit can use to win our friends and loved ones to Jesus Christ.
A note about the thoughts that follow:
The suggestions that follow are by no means exhaustive.  We are sure that most of you can think of other things that would be helpful in winning others to Jesus, but at least these are a start in helping us to live strategically, pray life-changing prayers for others, and love purposely.

It should go without saying, but we better say it anyway, that a life without INTEGRITY will have nothing but a most negative impact on the ones that we hope to win for Jesus.  God help us all to live authentic, Christ-honoring lives.  When we realize that we are living inconsistent lives or impure lives we need to confess it and deal with it with God and repent (change) of it.  We need to seek the forgiveness of God and those who have witnessed or been aware of our sin.  

God doesn’t wait until we are perfectly perfected before He will use us to reach people for Jesus… because then He would have to wait until we are in heaven!  But He is excited about using people like you and me – who are not perfect specimens of Christlikeness just yet – but who are real, authentic, and who are dealing with God about anything that He may bring up that needs to be changed in our lives. 

Let’s begin to look at some important topics that all begin with the letter “I” that will help set the stage for the Holy Spirit to convert our friends into becoming believers in Jesus Christ.

  1.  INTEREST
God wants us to take an interest… a genuine interest in lost people.  Unbelievers aren’t stupid.  They can tell when we have a genuine interest in them and when we simply want to win them to Christ or get another “notch” on our spiritual gun-belt!  Ask God to help you to really care about the person that you want to love to Jesus.  Ask God to give you a deep compassion, love and interest in them.  He can and He will do that for you.  

Daniel would demonstrate this by how he prayed for his people in Daniel 9.   You can tell as you read Daniel’s prayer that he was very passionate about his people.  And even though Daniel was virtually a captive slave, he still cared about assisting the pagan king and his men.  The king’s interests became Daniel’s interests.  We see this throughout the book of Daniel.  

Decide that this person that you are praying for is going to be a close friend of yours for life. Determine to become the best friend that they ever had!  People will never forget how you make them feel.  

2.  INVESTIGATE
Find out what you can, without being a snoop or prying, about their lives, families, hobbies, interests, prejudices, beliefs, concerns, needs, fears, background, religious background and the things that drive them or that they are passionate about.  Pray that God will help you to connect with them on some level.  

Daniel found out what concerned his people and what concerned King Nebuchadnezzar.  He wanted to bless them and serve them. (See Dan. 1 and 2 and indeed the whole book of Daniel)  Daniel was able to pray with insight because he had investigated God’s Word (the book of Jeremiah), he had studied God’s people in captivity and he had become a student of the Babylonian culture and learning.

3.  INVOLVE
Involve yourself in their lives. Spend time with them.  This may be a huge challenge for some of us “over busy” people.  Some of us may need to drop some Christian activities to have some time to begin to invest in our unsaved friends.  Involve them in your life.  Invite them over for a BBQ or for a ball-game on TV.  

Daniel got involved with the kingdom, the affairs of state, the politics of the land, and the things that mattered to the king and to his people.
4.  INITIATE


Be proactive.  Initiate action and prayer.  Ask God how you can serve them.  After they see you as a friend or someone who truly cares about them ask them:  “How can I help you?”  or “How can I pray for you?”.   Initiate service in their lives.  Look for ways that you can bless them and minister to them.  God will help you with this.  Remember, He is more interested in reaching them with His love than you are!

Daniel served king Nebuchadnezzar and he involved himself in the affairs of the nation and the king’s interests.  Daniel tried to “out-serve” all the rest of the king’s men.  He was such a faithful servant to the king that others would feel threatened and hate Daniel for his faithful life of integrity and service to the king.  

5.  IDENTIFICATION
This is where our praying gets different from “normal” praying for others.  As we study the great intercessors of the Bible, (Moses, Jesus, Paul and others) we see that a powerful fundamental way to pray for sinful, lost people is to “identify” with them in prayer.  Isaiah calls this being “numbered with the transgressors” (speaking of Jesus’ intercession for us.)

Isaiah 53:12   Therefore, I will allot Him a portion with the great, and He will divide the booty with the strong; because He poured out Himself to death, and was numbered with the transgressors; yet He Himself bore the sin of many, and interceded for the transgressors.
This means that you “stand in the gap” before God for others… who can’t stand there for themselves.  Then you confess their sins as if they were your own.  Daniel did this in chapter 9.

Daniel 9:3-11  

3 So I gave my attention to the Lord God to seek Him by prayer and supplications, with fasting, sackcloth and ashes.   4 I prayed to the LORD my God and confessed and said, "Alas, O Lord, the great and awesome God, who keeps His covenant and lovingkindness for those who love Him and keep His commandments,   5 we have sinned, committed iniquity, acted wickedly and rebelled, even turning aside from Your commandments and ordinances.   6 "Moreover, we have not listened to Your servants the prophets, who spoke in Your name to our kings, our princes, our fathers and all the people of the land.   7 “Righteousness belongs to You, O Lord, but to us open shame, as it is this day--to the men of Judah, the inhabitants of Jerusalem and all Israel, those who are nearby and those who are far away in all the countries to which You have driven them, because of their unfaithful deeds which they have committed against You.   8 "Open shame belongs to us, O Lord, to our kings, our princes and our fathers, because we have sinned against You.   9 "To the Lord our God belong compassion and forgiveness, for we have rebelled against Him;  10 nor have we obeyed the voice of the LORD our God, to walk in His teachings which He set before us through His servants the prophets.   11 "Indeed all Israel has transgressed Your law and turned aside, not obeying Your voice; so the curse has been poured out on us, along with the 
oath which is written in the law of Moses the servant of God, for we have sinned against Him. 
Now Daniel, himself personally, had not done these sins… but the people he loved – his people – had indeed done all of these sins… notice how Daniel identifies with them and prays as if he, personally, was guilty of all of these sins.  This is true identification in prayer for the people we love.  God really responds to these kinds of prayers.

Ask God to break your heart for the people that you are praying for – until you pray with a desperateness that reflects that you have “numbered yourself with the transgressors”.

6.  IMPLORE
To implore means to really cry out to God for His mercy and forgiveness to fall on them.  It means to fervently call on God to grant His grace to the ones that we are praying for with passion.  Listen to how Daniel implores God to do something for his lost and dying people.

Daniel 9:18-19
18 "O my God, incline Your ear and hear! Open Your eyes and see our desolations and the city which is called by Your name; for we are not presenting our supplications before You on account of any merits of our own, but on account of Your great compassion.  19 "O Lord, hear! O Lord, forgive! O Lord, listen and take action! For Your own sake, O my God, do not delay, because Your city and Your people are called by Your name." 
God will hear us as we pray for our friends like this!

Zechariah 12:10

"I will pour out on the house of David and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the Spirit of grace and of supplication…”   (“supplication” means “fervent begging”) 

Fervently beg God for the souls of your friends.  “God, give me Jack’s soul!!”
 7.  INTERCEDE
Intercede with INTENSE IMPORTUNIY (that means to keep on praying and praying – and not to give up!)  Persevere in prayer.  Don’t take “NO” for an answer.  Don’t back off until the answer comes.  Jesus tells us to keep on praying and to keep on asking and keep on seeking and keep on knocking. 

Matthew 7: 7-8    (New Living Translation)  
 7 "Keep on asking, and you will be given what you ask for. Keep on looking, and you will find. Keep on knocking, and the door will be opened.   8 For everyone who asks, receives. Everyone who seeks, finds. And the door is opened to everyone who knocks.
Daniel kept up his fervent praying and fasting throughout Daniel 9.  Later, some time later in Daniel 10 God’s man Daniel is seen fervently, powerfully interceding with intense importunity.  Three weeks would go by and Daniel would still be praying, begging God for help and mercy and blessing on His people. P.U.S.H. in prayer!    
P. – Pray      U. – Until      S. – Something     H. – Happens 

Jesus, our Lord, would say that “violent men take the Kingdom by force”… He is talking about “violent” praying!  (Matthew 11:12)

Let’s introduce you to the powerful spiritual weapon of  “The Prayer of Three”.  God is using this all over the world today and millions are coming to Jesus because of it. 

What is the Prayer Of Three?

The Prayer Of Three is a very effective prayer strategy that is working all over the world to win literally hundreds of thousands to Jesus.  It works like this:

1. A Leader and the same 2 or 3 members of the Life Group huddle up each week in their Life Group for focused, intentional, fervent prayer for the same “short list” of people who need Jesus.  This is a very significant part of each Life Group.

2. The Leader and each of the 2 or 3 members of the Life Group turn in the names of 3 people who need Jesus, that they know and have contact with, in order that these people can be won to Christ.  We call this short list…creative souls that we are, the “short list”.  Candidates for the “short list” should be people that you know that you think may be most open to the Gospel… not the hardest cases you can think of to pray for.

3. The Leader and each of the 2 or 3 members of the group pray each day for each other’s “short list”.  So each person is daily praying for 9-12 names… all submitted by the small group.  Intercession and supplication (fervent begging in prayer) and spiritual warfare is done on behalf of those that we are praying for.

4. We believe that God Himself leads us in whose name gets on the “short list” and that it is God’s will and intention to see them get saved and find Jesus…soon.  We begin to agree in prayer with each other and with Jesus who has already been interceding for them…for their eternal souls.  Ask God to give you their souls for the Kingdom of God.

Matthew 18:19-20   19"Again I say to you, that if two of you agree on earth about anything that they may ask, it shall be done for them by My Father who is in heaven.  20"For where two or three have gathered together in My name, I am there in their midst." 

5. After a 2-3 month season of focused intercession for the “short lists” each member of the Life Group is strongly challenged and encouraged to invite each member of their “short list” of 3 to an evangelistic event, meeting, church service, or even to the Life Group itself.  Or, the member is free to simply share Christ with the people on their “short list” and invite them to accept Christ.  After 2-3 months of prayer, fasting, intercession and spiritual warfare, God’s Spirit has done the tough work on their hearts and remarkably, many of them are ready for the Gospel.

6. So, The Prayer Of Three… is focused, intentional prayer and intercession of three for three others (each) who need Jesus … for three months or so or until the people on the “short list” come to Jesus.  There is another dimension of the Three and that is, the Leader, the Group and Jesus Himself (Three entities) are all combining their prayers in united intercession and supplication (fervent begging in prayer) for these precious people to come to Jesus.  This is proving powerfully effective all over the world.  It will work here too!

John 14:12-14

 12"Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do, he will do also; and greater works than these he will do; because I go to the Father.   13"Whatever you ask in My name, that will I do, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son.  14"If you ask Me anything in My name, I will do it. 

John 15:7-8

7"If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.   8"My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit, and so prove to be My disciples. 

John 15:16

"You did not choose Me but I chose you, and appointed you that you would go and bear fruit, and that your fruit would remain, so that whatever you ask of the Father in My name He may give to you.

John 16:23-24

23"In that day you will not question Me about anything Truly, truly, I say to you, if you ask the Father for anything in My name, He will give it to you.   24"Until now you have asked for nothing in My name; ask and you will receive, so that your joy may be made full. 

Philippians 4:13

I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.

Example of Moses’ fervent intercessions for the people that God wanted to kill!
As your small group begins to get serious about praying for their lost friends they will get to the point where they are about 30 days out from a significant evangelistic opportunity.  At that point, it is strongly suggested that the small prayer team begins to fast one meal a day, and pray during that meal time, for 30 days, focusing their powerful supplications (fervent begging) on their “short list” of names.  
As the group prays daily for each other’s list of three names – something begins to happens “in the heavenlies”.  Demons begin to be defeated over the lives of the people that we love and the ones that we are praying for.  God begins to move powerfully in their lives.  During this time, find out if there is anything that you can pray for – for the people on your “short list”.  Watch what God will do!  Keep on fervently interceding.   Thank Him for what He is doing.  God is about to do something awesome soon!

Do spiritual warfare on their behalf.  Come against Satan and his forces in the Name of Jesus and with the Blood of Jesus in prayer and plead for their souls and command the forces of darkness that they HAVE TO release their souls!  Do it!  Just do it!  In Jesus’ Name and in His Power!

8.  IMPUTE
This means that in prayer you begin to “impute” to them what God wants them to become and you pray about them as if they were different than what appears on the surface.  To “impute” means to attribute or 
to ascribe to someone something from another.  In theology, God imputes to us His holiness and His righteousness before we are actually holy and righteous then He “imparts” His holiness and His righteousness upon us and we truly become holy and righteous.  He makes us what He first calls us to be.  It all starts with imputation!  He calls us holy saints… and then He actually makes us people who are “holy one” (saints).   
God has given us His authority to do the same thing with the people we pray for!  Begin, in prayer to boldly and with faith, call the people you are praying for:  “saved” …

“healed” … “whole” … “disciples of Jesus” … and “DiscipleMakers of Jesus”!  What we declare in faith, as God leads us, what we “impute” them to be…. God will make them become!  WOW!  It’s true!

This is part of the awesome authority that we have in Jesus.

Job 22:26-30

“For then you will delight in the Almighty, and lift up your face to God.   27) You will pray to Him and He will hear you; and you will pay your vows.   28) You will also decree a thing, and it will be established for you;   29) When you are cast down, you will speak with confidence, and the humble person He will save.   30) He will deliver one who is innocent. And He will be delivered through the cleanness of your hands,
I John 5:14-15
14 This is the confidence which we have before Him, that, if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. 15 And if we know that He hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests which we have asked from Him. 

Mark 11:22-23
22 And Jesus answered* saying to them, "Have faith in God. 23 "Truly I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, 'Be taken up and cast into the sea,' and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that what he says is going to happen, it will be granted him. 24 "Therefore I say to you, all things for which you pray and ask, believe that you have received them, and they will be granted you. 

Stories of:       * Woman who had begged God for her unsaved husband for 35 years 

*Felix in Cali, Columbia and the way his wife interceded for him –

 and what he is doing today
9.  INVEST
Invest in them.  Invest time, love, prayer, money, thought, interest, more prayer, and spiritual energy and passion in intercession for them.  It will cost us something … frankly, it will cost us a lot to see our friends come to Christ… but it is so worth it!  Somebody invested in you!  Jesus invested His blood in you and He has been investing His intercessions for you for a long time.

10.  INCLUDE
Include them in your life.  Include them in your daily prayers.  Include them in the fun things that you are doing.  Invite them to do something fun with you (if it is appropriate).   People want to included, or at 
least given the option to be included.  Your prayers and your love and your investment in them will begin to bring great dividends.

11.  INVITE
This is where it really gets exciting!  After this kind of prayer, love, involvement, investment, passionate intercession and imputing, God’s Holy Spirit has done a lot of the work on their hearts, demons have been dispatched away, angels have come onto the scene… and they are getting ripe for the Gospel of Jesus.  INVITE them to Jesus yourself.  Share the Gospel with them.  INVITE them to an evangelistic meeting, a Life Group meeting, a church service, or some Christian rally where you know that the Gospel will be presented.  Expect them to say “YES”… after all, through all of the above, God has been “pounding” on their hearts and “softening them up” for His message of grace and love and forgiveness.  You have been used by God to do significant prayer work and spiritual warfare on their behalf.
12.  INVOKE    
 To invoke means to call or summon, to ask solemnly for, to beg for , to implore, to entreat.    This is what we do with the Name of Jesus.  This is the INVOCATION… we are invoking the Name of Jesus and all of its powers to come and be poured out on whoever we are praying for.  This is the authority that God has given us in Jesus Christ!  Let’s start doing it!
Invoke the Name of Jesus, the Blood of Jesus, the Word of God, and the weapon of praise in expectant, anticipation of the person’s (you have been praying for) deliverance, salvation and victory.  Begin the victory celebration NOW … ahead of time, in faith.  Watch God honor your faith.
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