                                                                                                          Follower’s Course – Lesson 13

Follower’s Course
Lesson 13
More Than A Believer – A Follower Of Jesus
Introduction:  We all begin life as Unbelievers and then by God’s grace and the faith that He gives us in Christ – we become Believers… Baby Believers in Jesus.  It is God’s will that we all grow up and become more than just Believers in Jesus.  It is His will and His call that we move up to the next level and become Faithful Followers of Jesus.  Ultimately God is calling us to grow beyond the level of Follower of Jesus and to someday become Disciplined Disciples of Jesus, Selfless Servants of Jesus and eventually Devoted DiscipleMakers of Jesus.  The Master's Plan is designed to help a Believer of Jesus grow and develop and mature until they become what our Lord called and commissioned us to be: effective, fruitful DiscipleMakers of DiscipleMakers of Jesus.  This was the strategy and methodology of our Lord Jesus Christ.  It was His Masterplan.  This lesson completes the Follower’s Course.
Key Memory Verse:   
Victory By Following Jesus
Luke 9:23  (New American Standard Bible)

And He was saying to them all, "If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross daily and follow Me.”  

Objective: The goal of this lesson is to encourage the Follower of Jesus to continue to follow Jesus daily and to become all that Jesus wants them to be so that they can move to the next level and become a Disciplined Disciple of Jesus.
Key Definitions or Concepts:
1.  In the days when Jesus walked on this earth there were millions of Unbelievers.  Then, as He began to preach and teach and do the works of God among the people thousands and thousands became Believers in Him.  From this huge group of Believers… hundreds moved in closer to our Lord and became true Faithful Followers of Jesus.  Many left everything behind to follow close after the Lord. 
2. Sometimes in Scripture the term “Follower” and “Disciple” are interchangeable or synonymous.  At other points there seems to be a distinction.  We have chosen to structure and label our Discipleship strategy (The Master's Plan) in a way that follows what seems to be the natural progression and stages of  growth of the original 12 Disciples.


The stages are as follows:

Unbeliever  (  Believer in Jesus  ( 
Follower of Jesus ( Disciple of Jesus ( Servant of Jesus

    and the Servant of Jesus becomes a  ( DiscipleMaker of Jesus
3.  Followers of Jesus are Believers who have decided to become more than Believers and they have responded to Jesus’ call to follow Him closely and they have typically paid a price to follow Him.  Jesus has become the central focus and the First Love of their life.

4.  Followers of Jesus are more than casual, cultural Sunday morning Christians or Baby Believers.  They are more than just nice church attenders and pleasant pew warmers.  They are committed and they are dedicated.  They are radically faithful, very obedient to Jesus and they are becoming fruitful for our Lord.
5.  As we trace the term “Follower” through the Gospels we see the profile of a true Faithful Follower of Jesus.  We will discover from the pages of Scripture that it is no small thing to truly be a Follower of Jesus.  As we allow our Lord and the Gospel writers to define for us what a real Follower of Jesus is like we will realize that few Christians in our churches today have grown beyond the Baby Believer stage and have moved into this next level.  It is God’s will and our will that we ALL grow up and become Followers of Jesus.

6.  The word “Follow” as Jesus used it for His Followers literally means:  “Come here after Me!”  Other definitions of the word “Follow” include:  “cling, imitate, pursue”

What Do Followers Of Jesus Do?   (that some Believers may not do yet…)
1.  They are serious about their commitment to Jesus.  He is definitely their First Love.
2.  They are learning to feed themselves from God’s Word.  No one else has to prepare, cook and pre-chew their spiritual food for them.
3.  Their life values and priorities are changing and becoming more like Jesus’ values and priorities.

4.  They are becoming more and more like Jesus – they are growing in love, patience, gentleness, purity, holiness, compassion, mercy, righteousness, thoughtfulness, kindness, joy, and faith.

5.  They are becoming stronger in spiritual warfare.

6.  They are growing in their commitment to God’s Family – The Church and their Life Group.

7.  They are becoming bolder and bolder in their witnessing for Jesus and they have a growing passion and compassion for lost people.

8.  They are praying more and more.  They are listening to Jesus more and more.  They are learning to discern His voice clearer and clearer.
9.  They give God His tithe (10%) and they look for ways to give Him more for His work.

10.  They are wanting God to sanctify them in new and deeper levels.
11.  They do not tolerate sin in their life.  They deal with it decisively and quickly.

12.  They are serving others more and more. 

13.  They are growing in the areas that we have covered in the first 12 weeks of this Follower’s Course
· The Victory and Power of the Cross
· Meeting with Jesus daily
· Getting into God’s Word
· Growing in the Holy Spirit
· Overcoming Temptation
· Memorizing God’s Word
· Listening To Jesus
· Telling Others About Jesus
· Commitment to God’s Family   
What Does God’s Word Teach Us About Faithful Followers Of Jesus?   

1.  Followers of Jesus hear His voice and they obey their Lord and follow Him.

John 10:27  (New American Standard Bible)


"My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me;”


John 10:4  (New American Standard Bible)

"When he puts forth all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him 
            because they know his voice.”
2.  Followers of Jesus obey and follow Jesus immediately.


Matthew 4:19-22; 9:9; Mark 2:14-15;

3.  Followers of Jesus are becoming “fishers” and “catchers” of men, women, boys and girls.  They are becoming soul-winners.  They want to be effective “fishers” and “catchers” of people.  They are allowing Jesus to use them and train them to be great “catchers” of people.
Matthew 4:19  (New American Standard Bible)  And He said to them, "Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men." 

Luke 5:10  (New American Standard Bible)  And Jesus said to Simon, "Do not fear, from now on you will be catching men."
4.  Some Followers of Jesus leave their old occupations to follow Jesus.


Matthew 9:9; Mark 2:14; Luke 5:27
5.  Some Followers of Jesus are asked to sell everything they had and give it to the poor.


Matthew 19:21; Mark 10:21; Luke 18:21

All Followers of Jesus must be willing to do this or give up anything that Jesus tells them to give up for Him and for the Gospel’s sake.  Some of Jesus’ Followers gave up everything to follow Him.  Matthew 19:27; Mark 10:28
6. Followers of Jesus are encouraged by Jesus to not let anything be more important than following Jesus, including family obligations and commitments.  Obedience to Jesus must be first.   
Matthew 8:22; Luke 9:59
7.  Followers of Jesus daily: deny themselves, take up their crosses and follow Jesus – to death if necessary.  They are willing to pay any price to follow Jesus…even to the point of torture and death.
Matthew 16:24  (New American Standard Bible)  Then Jesus said to His disciples, "If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross and follow Me. 
(See also:  Mark 8:34; Luke 9:23)

8.  Followers of Jesus serve Jesus and they go where Jesus goes and they stay with Him and God the Father will honor them!

John 12:26  (New American Standard Bible)  "If anyone serves Me, he must follow Me; and where I am, there My servant will be also; if anyone serves Me, the Father will honor him.

9.  Some Followers of Jesus will follow Jesus to the point of giving their lives for Him.  Some of us in this class may be so honored as to be asked by Jesus to literally die for Him.  You will praise God forever and forever that He chose to bless you and honor you with eternal glory for being one of His most honored martyrs and heroes of the faith.  You will never get over the glory and honor that He will give to those who gave their lives for Him.

Jesus said to Peter these prophetic words that later came true:

John 21:18-19  (New American Standard Bible)   18 "Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were younger, you used to gird yourself and walk wherever you wished; but when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands and someone else will gird you, and bring you where you do not wish to go."   19 Now this He said, signifying by what kind of death he would glorify God And when He had spoken this, He said to him, "Follow Me!" 

10.  What Jesus demands or asks of others … what He gives or takes from others is not the primary concern of a true Follower of Jesus … their main concern is to follow Jesus no matter what happens to them or others.  Followers of our Lord follow Jesus regardless of what other children of God do or don’t do… they follow Jesus anyway.
John 21:22  (New American Standard Bible)  Jesus said to him, "If I want him to remain until I come, what is that to you? You follow Me!"  

11.  Followers of Jesus ask Him questions frequently and He explains things to them.   
Mark 4:10  (New American Standard Bible)  As soon as He was alone, His followers, along with the twelve, began asking Him about the parables.
12.  Followers of Jesus are so precious to God that anyone who blesses a Follower of Jesus even in the slightest way will receive a blessing and a reward from God.

Mark 9:41  (New American Standard Bible)   "For whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because of your name as followers of Christ, truly I say to you, he will not lose his reward. 

13.  Followers of Jesus contribute generously and sacrificially to the support of the cause of Christ.  Luke 8:1-3

14.  Jesus is the top priority and focus – first and foremost of a true Follower of Jesus.  Following Jesus is the most important thing that they do.  They don’t let any other priority take them away from following Him.   Matthew 8:21-22

15.  Followers of Jesus enjoy spending time with Jesus and communing with Him personally and intimately.     Mark 2:14-15; Revelation 3:20
16.  Followers of Jesus proclaim everywhere they go the kingdom of God.  Luke 9:59-60

17.  Followers of Jesus tell their friends and family members about Jesus.  John 1:40-46

18.  Followers of Jesus follow Him and allow Him to speak to them about the details of their days.  John 10:4, 27

19.  Followers of Jesus follow Him even when it is dangerous to do so… they are willing to risk their lives for Him.  Matthew 12:15; John 11:16; John 18:15-18
20.  Followers of Jesus are known personally by Jesus.  John 10:27

21.  Followers of Jesus follow Him wherever He goes and they keep themselves morally and sexually pure.  Followers of Jesus do this because they know that they have been purchased with His precious blood.   Revelation 14:4

22.  Followers of Jesus listen to Jesus and they go when He says go and they stay when He tells them to stay.  Mark 5:37; John 13:36
23.  Followers of Jesus follow Jesus even when they have failed their Lord terribly… they still follow Him to death.  Mark 14:54  (Peter still followed Jesus even though he had failed His Lord on several accounts in the Garden of Gethsemane and had deserted Him earlier.)  Followers of Jesus are not perfect in performance… but they get up after they fail and fall and they keep following their Jesus.
24.  Followers of Jesus do what Jesus tells them to do – even down to the smallest details.       Luke 22:10

25.  Followers of Jesus want to be close to Him and be with Him even when it is unpopular and dangerous to be associated or identified with Him.   John 18:15

26.  Followers of Jesus included many women.  Mark 15:41
27.  Followers of Jesus will not walk in the darkness, but will have the Light of life.

John 8:12  (New American Standard Bible)  Then Jesus again spoke to them, saying, "I am the Light of the world; he who follows Me will not walk in the darkness, but will have the Light of life."
28.  Followers of Jesus get REST!

Matthew 11:28-29  (New American Standard Bible)   28 "Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.   29 "Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and YOU WILL FIND REST FOR YOUR SOULS.”

29.  Followers of Jesus count it a tremendous privilege and honor to serve and minister to Jesus.  Mark 15:41

30.  For the Followers of Jesus who were asked to give up everything for Jesus there are unbelievable rewards and blessings in this lifetime and forever in heaven.

Matthew 19:27-30  (New American Standard Bible)    27 Then Peter said to Him, "Behold, we have left everything and followed You; what then will there be for us?"   28 And Jesus said to them, "Truly I say to you, that you who have followed Me, in the regeneration when the Son of Man will sit on His glorious throne, you also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.    29 "And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or farms for My name's sake, will receive many times as much, and will inherit eternal life.   30 "But many who are first will be last; and the last, first.”

Mark 10:28-31   (New American Standard Bible)    28 Peter began to say to Him, "Behold, we have left everything and followed You."   29 Jesus said, "Truly I say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or farms, for My sake and for the gospel's sake,   30 but that he will receive a hundred times as much now in the present age, houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and children and farms, along with persecutions; and in the age to come, eternal life.   31 "But many who are first will be last, and the last, first." 

We can see from this brief overview of God’s Word that being a Follower of Jesus is a serious and significant commitment.  

Are you a Follower of Jesus?  If so, give your Lord praise and thanksgiving for making you a true Follower of Jesus.  If not, DO YOU WANT TO BE A FOLLOWER OF JESUS?  Jesus wants you to be His Follower.  

Ask Him to make you a Faithful Follower of Jesus.  Go back over the points that we covered and ask Him to help you to obey or make the commitment that you need to make to follow Him in all areas of your life.  Jesus wants you to be a true, authentic Follower of His.

“I Have Decided To Follow Jesus …. No Turning Back, No Turning Back!”

“Though None Go With Me, Still I Will Follow, No Turning Back, No Turning Back!”

6

