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Follower’s Course

Lesson 2

The Follower’s Victory By The Cross of Jesus
Introduction:  You are a Victorious Follower of Jesus Christ, the King of Kings of the Universe!  Because of what Jesus did on the cross for you – and because you have put your faith in Christ and His finished work on the cross – that makes you a Child of God (John 1:12).  You are in God’s Forever Family!  He loves you more than you will ever know!  It will take God all of eternity to show you how precious, valuable and special you are to Him. Praise the Lord!

You are more than just a Believer in Jesus.  You are becoming a true, faithful Follower of our Lord Jesus Christ.  This course is designed to help you realize and appropriate the very real victory that you have in Christ.  Jesus designed you to win in life and for all eternity.  You are victorious!  You are on the winning side.  


I Corinthians 15:57  (New American Standard Bible)
but thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

We have the victory because of Jesus Christ and the total victory that He won for us on that awful Friday in Jerusalem so long ago when Jesus suffered and died on the cross for our sins and the sins of the whole world.  The victory of the cross enables us to walk in daily victory over Satan, sin, temptation, the world, the flesh, and whatever demons or sinful people can throw at us.
The moment you became a Christian you not only gained a Heavenly Father who loves you so much that He gave His Son Jesus to die for you – but you also gained a very real enemy who will war against your soul as long as you are alive on this planet.  But he is a totally defeated foe.  Satan doesn’t want you to know or comprehend the incredible victory that you have, right now, in Jesus and in the power of His Blood.  The victory of the cross of Christ secures for you phenomenal: salvation, hope, blessing, healing, deliverance and victory!  Satan has a vested interest in keeping you in fear, darkness and ignorance.  This course is designed to help you walk in daily victory by appropriating the power, resources and victory of the finished work of Jesus at the cross.
Through the cross of our Lord Jesus our God secured and established for us, for all time and eternity everything that we will ever need to be victorious.  Jesus wants you to know all that He won for you by His wounds, bleeding and death on the cross of Golgotha.  The Lord has met every need that you will ever have – at the cross of Jesus.  As we understand, believe, claim and enjoy God’s promises, provision and principles made possible to us because of the cross we will walk in thrilling victory in our daily lives.
You need the cross of Jesus!  You need to understand all that you have in Jesus and His Eternal Victory!

Key Memory Verse: 
Victory by The Cross

Galatians 2:20  (King James Version)

I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.

Objective: The goal of this lesson is to teach the Follower of Jesus why he or she needs the cross of Jesus and what the cross has won for them in very real and practical terms.
I.  Why We Need The Cross Of Jesus In Our Lives – 6 great reasons
A. 
To free us from the guilt and condemnation of our sin 
Exodus 34:6-7  (New American Standard Bible)
6 Then the LORD (Yahweh) passed by in front of him and proclaimed, "The LORD, the LORD God, compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in lovingkindness and truth; 7 who keeps lovingkindness for thousands, who forgives iniquity, transgression and sin; yet He will by no means leave the guilty unpunished, visiting the iniquity of fathers on the children and on the grandchildren to the third and fourth generations." 

Romans 3:9-18  (New American Standard Bible)
9 What then? Are we better than they? Not at all; for we have already charged that both Jews and Greeks are all under sin; 10 as it is written, 
"THERE IS NONE RIGHTEOUS, NOT EVEN ONE; 
11 THERE IS NONE WHO UNDERSTANDS, 
THERE IS NONE WHO SEEKS FOR GOD; 
12 ALL HAVE TURNED ASIDE, TOGETHER THEY HAVE BECOME USELESS; 
THERE IS NONE WHO DOES GOOD, 
THERE IS NOT EVEN ONE." 
13 "THEIR THROAT IS AN OPEN GRAVE, 
WITH THEIR TONGUES THEY KEEP DECEIVING," 
"THE POISON OF ASPS IS UNDER THEIR LIPS"; 
14 "WHOSE MOUTH IS FULL OF CURSING AND BITTERNESS"; 
15 "THEIR FEET ARE SWIFT TO SHED BLOOD, 
16 DESTRUCTION AND MISERY ARE IN THEIR PATHS, 
17 AND THE PATH OF PEACE HAVE THEY NOT KNOWN." 
18 "THERE IS NO FEAR OF GOD BEFORE THEIR EYES." 
According to God’s Word we are all guilty of sin.  We are all sinners.  We 
stand condemned before God.  But God is gracious and loving and He sent

 Jesus to die on the cross for our sins.  You and I could never pay for our 

own sins.   Our sins disqualified us from dying for our own sins or paying for the sins of anyone else.  God’s perfect Law demanded a pure, perfect, sinless sacrifice for our sins.  Jesus Christ was that perfect sacrifice and He gave His life on the 
cross to pay the penalty for our sins.  We owe Him everything.  Jesus carried our sins on Himself when He died on the cross.
Isaiah 53:4-6  (New American Standard Bible)
  4 Surely our griefs He Himself bore, and our sorrows He carried; 
Yet we ourselves esteemed Him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.  5 But He was pierced through for our transgressions, 
He was crushed for our iniquities; the chastening for our well-being fell upon Him, and by His scourging we are healed.  6 All of us like sheep have gone astray, Each of us has turned to his own way; 
But the LORD has caused the iniquity of us all to fall on Him. 

Jesus’ death and resurrection secures for us freedom from guilt and condemnation before God.  We are forgiven, blessed, adopted into His Family and given eternal salvation.  Praise the Lord!

Romans 8:1  (New American Standard Bible)

There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 

B.
To deliver us from the oppression and control of Satan 

Ephesians 2:1-2  (New American Standard Bible)
1 And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, 2 in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience. 
Ever since Adam and Eve sinned in the Garden of Eden sin has separated humans from God and Satan has oppressed and controlled God’s creation including people.  Jesus even called Satan “the ruler of this world” in John 12:31; 14:30; and 16:11.  In Acts 10:38 it tells us that Jesus “went about doing good, and healing all who were oppressed by the devil; for God was with Him.”
Jesus Christ came to destroy all of the works of the devil.

I John 3:8cd  (New American Standard Bible)

The Son of God appeared for this purpose, that He might destroy the works of the devil. 

When Jesus died on the cross Satan was rendered powerless!

Hebrews 2:14  (New American Standard Bible)

Since then the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise also partook of the same, that through death He might render powerless him who had the power of death, that is, the devil. 

The cross of Jesus and His shed Blood gives us victory and power over our 

defeated foe, Satan.  Praise the Lord!  Jesus gives us healing, power, authority,

and deliverance from Satan’s control and power.  He destroyed Satan’s 

rule over the hearts and minds of people and brought true freedom to all those 

who have been controlled and oppressed by him.
C.
To heal us from pain, sickness and suffering 

In the Garden of Eden, before Adam and Eve fell into sin there was no pain,
sickness and suffering.  In heaven there will be no pain, sickness and suffering.  The Bible never states that sickness and suffering are the will of God for His children.  No loving parent would ever desire pain, sickness and suffering for their beloved child.  These realities that have impacted all of our lives so tragically are the result of the Fall and the ultimate result of sin and disobedience on the part of our first parents in the Garden.  

When Jesus was stripped and lashed so cruelly with the awful Roman scourge something powerful and profound happened.  The Bible records that our healing was secured because of  His bloody stripes.

Isaiah 53:4-5  (New American Standard Bible)
4 Surely our griefs (or “sickness”) He Himself bore, and our sorrows He carried; yet we ourselves esteemed Him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.  5 But He was pierced through for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; the chastening for our well-being fell upon Him, and by His scourging we are healed. 

The word for “griefs” in this passage can also be translated “sickness” from the original language of  Hebrew.  
In the life and ministry of  Jesus we see that physical healing was a huge part of His very practical ministry of compassion and love for hurting people.

Matthew 8:16-17  (New American Standard Bible)
16 And when evening had come, they brought to Him many who were demon-possessed; and He cast out the spirits with a word, and healed all who were ill 17 in order that what was spoken through Isaiah the prophet might be fulfilled, saying, "HE HIMSELF TOOK OUR INFIRMITIES, AND CARRIED AWAY OUR DISEASES." 
The bloody cross of  Jesus and His terrible suffering made it possible for us to pray and believe God for physical healing of all our sicknesses, diseases and suffering.
D. 
To help us overcome worry, anxiety and fear

God never meant for His children to live their lives bound in fear, worry and 

despair.  In fact, the Bible says that God does not give us the spirit of fear 

(II Timothy 1:7).  God wants us to live lives that are marked by boldness and

confidence in Him. 

After sin entered the world fear and worry became the common companions of

virtually all of God’s fallen children.  God wants us to be set free from the fears 

that plague us and cripple us as we realize His love and stake our lives on His

unchanging promises of  protection, provision, peace, and power.

God’s perfect love and His perfect care for us casts out our fear.  (I John 4:18)

  
Hundreds of times in God’s Word He commands us to “Fear not!”

We can boldly face anything because of the cross of Jesus Christ.  Jesus always

leads us forth into victory and triumph.  We can live fearless lives in Jesus.  Our past has been forgiven, our future is secure, and all of our needs are taken care of  for today!  We win – because of Jesus and His Blood!

Jesus has promised to meet all of our needs. (Philippians 4:19)  

He has promised to never leave us nor forsake us.  (Hebrews 13:5)

He has promised to work good out of anything that happens to us.  (Romans 8:28)

He has promised that we will have His victory all of the time.  (I Corinthians 

15:57; II Corinthians 2:14)

Our Lord has promised us that no matter what happens to us that through Him we 

will “overwhelmingly conquer.” (Romans 8:37)


Our God has promised to fight our battles beside us and He has promised to crush 
Satan under our feet.  (II Chronicles 20:15; Romans 16:20)

Jesus has promised that we can do all things through Him – because He will 

strengthen us!  (Philippians 4:13)

Jesus has promised that we will rule and reign forever with Him on His throne!



(Revelation 2:26-28; 3:21; Romans 8:17; II Timothy 2:12)

Because of Jesus and His work for us on the cross, we can live without fear!  We
have been adopted into God’s Family because of the Blood of Jesus and we know that He will meet all of our needs forever.  (Matthew 6:8, 25-34)

E. 
To defeat death forever 
Because of sin, we all fell under the curse of death.  “The wages of sin is death.” (Romans 6:23)  All of us were doomed to die physically and then to die eternally in hell separated from God forever – until the cross of Christ!
Hebrews 2:14-15  (New American Standard Bible)
14 Since then the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise also partook of the same, that through death He might render powerless him who had the power of death, that is, the devil; 15 and might deliver those who through fear of death were subject to slavery all their lives. 
I Corinthians 15:54d-57  (New American Standard Bible)
"DEATH IS SWALLOWED UP in victory. 55 "O DEATH, WHERE IS YOUR VICTORY? O DEATH, WHERE IS YOUR STING?" 56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law; 57 but thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Because of the Victory that Jesus won on the cross for us – our worst enemy, death has been destroyed!  For the Follower of Jesus, Death “died” with the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ!  We live forever – because of Jesus!
F.  
To gain eternal life in Christ


John 3:16  (King James Version)

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 

John 6:47  (New American Standard Bible)
Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes has eternal life. 


As we put our faith in Christ and the bloody work that He did for us on the old 
rugged cross and as we trust Him for salvation we are saved to eternal life! 

II. 
Eleven Victories Of The Cross

A. 
The victory of pardon and forgiveness from God
Jesus died so that you could be forgiven and live with Him forever in heaven.  


Jesus died so that God could forgive you all of your sins and wipe them away forever.  Jesus’ Blood covers all of your sins and He loves to forgive us when we come to Him in prayerful, humble confession and repentance.


I John 1:9  (New American Standard Bible)
If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Ephesians 1:7-8a  (New American Standard Bible)

 In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace, 8 which He lavished upon us. 


Jesus wants us to walk in the daily assurance of His love, grace, mercy and 

forgiveness.  Satan wants us to doubt our forgiveness and our salvation all of the time.  He continually tries to remind us of our past sins and failures.  He is a liar from the beginning, Jesus said.  You are forgiven by the Blood of  Jesus.  You are covered!  His grace has been lavished upon you.  Thank Him everyday for His Blood and for His on-going daily fresh forgiveness and grace.  

Claim by faith, the forgiveness of  Jesus.  Refuse to take delivery on any of  Satan’s lies regarding the on-going shame of your past sins.  Jesus Christ has totally taken care of all of your sins – at the cross.  Praise Him for His finished work of  salvation, forgiveness and redemption (being bought back).

Remember, that Jesus is claiming His shed Blood over you this very moment 

before the Father’s throne.  He is continually and constantly reminding the Father that you were bought with His Blood and that you belong to Him!   You are forgiven.  Your sins are forgotten.  Forgiven – Forgotten – Forever!  We walk free, pardoned forever, graced forever, forgiven forever – all because of the cross of Jesus!
B.  
The victory of peace with God
Because of the cross of  Jesus Christ and all that Jesus endured for us when God’s wrath and judgment was poured out on Him for our sins – you and I have the victory of peace with God.  We have been blessed, favored, loved, forgiven and now we have eternal peace between us and God.

Romans 5:1  (New American Standard Bible)

Therefore having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ
You not only have peace with God forever, but you can have your hearts and minds protected and covered with the perfect peace of God!

Philippians 4:6-7  (The Living Bible)

6 Don't worry about anything; instead, pray about everything; tell God your needs, and don't forget to thank him for his answers. 7 If you do this, you will experience God's peace, which is far more wonderful than the human mind can understand. His peace will keep your thoughts and your hearts quiet and at rest as you trust in Christ Jesus. 

Peace, even God’s Perfect Peace is your gift from God, as you keep your mind focused on Him and His promises and His provision for you in the past.
Isaiah 26:3  (King James Version)

Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: because he trusteth in thee. 
Jesus endured the cross so that you could have the peace of God and you could be at peace with God – forever!
C. 
The victory of provision from God 

As a blood-bought, beloved, adopted Child of God you have the assurance and the 

victory of knowing that all of your needs are met and provided for by your Great and Good and Generous Heavenly Father – and He is committed to meeting every single one of your needs FOREVER!

Philippians 4:19  (New American Standard Bible)
But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus. 


Romans 8:32  (New American Standard Bible)
He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how will He not also with Him freely give us all things? 

II Corinthians 8:9  (New American Standard Bible)
For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sake He became poor, that you through His poverty might become rich. 

Whenever you realize that you are facing an area of need, call upon the Name of the LORD and remind Him that you are His covenant child and that He has promised to meet all of your needs.  Don’t worry about anything, pray about everything and thank Him by faith that since He gave you Jesus, that, in Christ you have everything that you need.  Continue to praise Him and watch with wonder as God blesses and meets all of your needs!

Remember how much God gave you when He allowed Jesus to be put on the cross for you.  Let that remind you that if  your Heavenly Father loves you enough to give you Jesus, then He loves you enough to indeed, “give you all things.”  Look to the cross of Christ.  Praise Him for His eternal provisions for all of your needs: spiritual, mental, emotional, physical and financial.

God is going to take very good care of  you. He promised.  You have the victory of His provision.  His resources are inexhaustible!
Jesus died on the cross so you could be saved forever and richly provided for – in every area of your lives – now and throughout eternity! 
D.  
The victory of power and authority from God

Jesus has been given all of the power and authority in heaven and on earth. 

(Matthew 28:18)  Now, He has delegated all of that power and authority to us – His Followers.  He wants us to use it to advance His kingdom and make disciples of Him.  Through prayer and fasting we can access all of the resources of heaven and earth to obey the Lord’s commands.
Luke 24:49  (New American Standard Bible)
And behold, I am sending forth the promise of My Father upon you; but you are to stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.
Acts 1:8  (New American Standard Bible)

but you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth." 

Luke 10:19  (New American Standard Bible)
Behold, I have given you authority to tread upon serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall injure you. 

Matthew 10:1b  (New American Standard Bible)
He gave them authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal every kind of disease and every kind of sickness. 

Matthew 10:8  (New American Standard Bible)
Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons; freely you received, freely give. 

Jesus has commanded us to go out into the whole world and:

· Share the good news of His salvation with every single person

· Love and forgive others – even our enemies – just as He did

· Heal the sick, raise the dead, and do even greater works than He did!

· Cast out demons and set people free from the oppression of the enemy

· Make Disciples who will in turn make more Disciples of Jesus

· Meet the needs of those that we meet

· Work for justice and righteousness

· Win souls for His glory

We can’t begin to do this in our own strength, ability, wisdom, power and authority.  We MUST have His help!  He has promised us everything that we need.  With His power and authority we can: 

· be His witnesses (Acts 1:8)

· act like Jesus

· become like Jesus

· do everything that He told us to do – including make disciples

· bind and loose what He bound and what He loosed

· live holy lives

· live and die for Jesus without compromise 
· represent Him well

Claim the power and authority that God tells you is yours in Christ.  Recognize that you have His power and authority because of the cross of  Jesus!
E. 
The victory of protection from God

Your God is committed to protecting you against all evil!  Claim His protection!  

Praise Him for His angels who guard you and look after you.  Praise Him for His shed Blood that covers and protects you from all evil forces.  Praise Him that no matter what demons or others do to you that no weapon formed against you shall prosper!

Isaiah 54:17  (New American Standard Bible)
 "No weapon that is formed against you shall prosper; 
And every tongue that accuses you in judgment you will condemn. 
his is the heritage of the servants of the LORD, 
And their vindication is from Me," declares the LORD. 
Our God has got us covered!  Read Psalm 91 and see how well the Lord is going to protect you and cover you with His mighty hand.

Psalm 91:1-16  (New American Standard Bible)

1 “He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High Will abide in the shadow of the Almighty.  2 “I will say to Yahweh, “My refuge and my fortress, My God, in whom I trust!”  3 “For it is He who delivers you from the snare of the trapper, and from the deadly pestilence.  4 “He will cover you with His pinions, and under His wings you may seek refuge; His faithfulness is a shield and bulwark.  5 “You will not be afraid of the terror by night, or of the arrow that flies by day; 6 “of the pestilence that stalks in darkness, or of the destruction that lays waste at noon.  7 “a thousand may fall at your side, and ten thousand at your right hand; but it shall not approach you.  8 “You will only look on with your eyes, and see the recompense of the wicked.  9 “For you have made Yahweh, my refuge, Even the Most High, your dwelling place.  10 “No evil will befall you, Nor will any plague come near your tent.  11 “For He will give His angels charge concerning you, to guard you in all your ways.  12 “They will bear you up in their hands, lest you strike your foot against a stone.  13 “You will tread upon the lion and cobra, the young lion and the serpent you will trample down.  14 “Because he has loved Me, therefore I will deliver him; I will set him securely on high, because he has known My name.  15 “He will call upon Me, and I will answer him; I will be with him in trouble; I will rescue him, and honor him.  16 “With a long life I will satisfy him, and let him behold My salvation.”
Jesus died to give you this kind of divine protection – forever!
F.  
The victory of the presence of the Lord 
The last words of the great Christian John Wesley were these:  “Best of all, the LORD is with us!”  He was right!  We have the assurance of God’s continual presence with us and among us and in us!

Matthew 28:20c  (New American Standard Bible)
I am with you always, even to the end of the age.

Hebrews 13:5  (King James Version)

I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee. 
We can count on Him!  He will never leave us alone!  We have the victory whenever we stop and remind ourselves that HE IS HERE!  No enemy, no demon 
can stand in His Presence very long.  We grow bold and we win – whenever we are conscious of His very real Presence!  He is always RIGHT HERE!
Jesus died on the cross to make it possible for us to experience His Presence – all of the time!  His Presence assures of  His ultimate victory – and ours!
G. 
The victory of partnering with God in triumphing over the devil 
Jesus has secured phenomenal victory over Satan at the cross.  He wants you to join Him in executing that victory over the enemy in the everyday affairs of  your life.  His power working in you will cause Satan to be defeated every day and in every way as you do what God says and partner with Him.
James 4:7  (New American Standard Bible)
Submit therefore to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. 
Romans 16:20  (New American Standard Bible)

And the God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet. 

It is God’s power that crushes Satan under your feet – but it is your feet that God uses!  Praise the Lord!  Jesus died so you could crush Satan under your feet in daily victory!
By God’s grace and by God’s power you are going to win mighty victories against the enemy!  You will partner with God and you are going to be more than a conqueror – you are going to be an OVERCOMER!
Satan and his legions will be no match for you and God!  This is all possible because of the victory that Jesus won at the cross!

No attack against you will succeed!  You and Jesus will overcome Satan in all of his lies, schemes, and attacks.  You and Jesus win BIG!

I John 5:4-5  (New American Standard Bible)
4 For whatever is born of God overcomes the world; and this is the victory that has overcome the world—our faith. 5 And who is the one who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 

In the cross of Jesus God overcame all the powers of  Satan and hell so that they no longer pose a threat to those who stand firm in their faith in the finished work of Jesus Christ.  Check out Colossians 2:13-16.
H.
The victory of physical healing 
As we noted earlier, Jesus purchased your healing with His wounds, His stripes, and His Blood shed on the cross.  You have every right to come to God and ask Him to heal you because of what He promised you in His Word.  
1 Pet. 2:24  (New American Standard Bible)
and He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed. 


Ps. 103:1-3  (New American Standard Bible)
1 Bless the LORD, O my soul; and all that is within me, bless His holy name. 
2 Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget none of His benefits; 
3 Who pardons all your iniquities; Who heals all your diseases; 

When Jesus was here on earth He never turned anyone away who came to Him for healing.  He healed them all! 

On the cross, Jesus bought and paid for your healing.  Sickness and disease no

 longer have authority over you; by Jesus’ stripes, you are healed!  Pray for

 healing, thank God for your healing and claim your healing because of what

 Jesus went through and did for you on the cross!
It is not the will of God that you live in sickness, just like it is not the will of God that you live in sin. Jesus died so that you could be healed spiritually,
emotionally, relationally, mentally and physically!
I.
The victory of the passion and love of the Lord
Our God is a God of passion and love!  You and I can be baptized every day with His Holy Spirit and share in His passion and love for:

· prayer and worship as we become more and more intimate with our Lord

· lost people who are going to hell

· holiness, righteousness and purity

· needy, hurting, sick, dying, hopeless people

· justice and mercy

· telling others about Jesus

· making Disciples of Jesus

· glorifying God through obedience

· His Bride – The Church

Revelation 12:11  (New American Standard Bible)
And they overcame him because of the blood of the Lamb and because of the word of their testimony, and they did not love their life even to death. 

Jesus can give us such a love and passion for Him that we would rather die than compromise or wound His loving heart!  What fantastic victory this kind of 
passion and love gives us over all that life, hell, Satan and evil people can throw at us.  We overcome!  We win!  WE HAVE THE VICTORY IN JESUS!  And, again, it’s all because of the cross!
J.
The victory of praise

Because of all that Jesus did on the cross for you and me we can unleash the power of God through the awesome weapon of  praise unto the Lord!  Demons, discouragement, depression, defeat, despair and disease all have to flee when we really begin to exercise our faith and shout out and sing our praises unto the Mighty King of the Universe!  Read Psalm 149 to see what a mighty weapon 
praise to God really is and what can happen when, by faith, we give ourselves over to giving God great and glorious praise!

We conquer when we rejoice in the Lord and praise Him no matter what is going on in our lives.  The power and victory of the cross becomes ours and impacts our everyday plane of existence when we major on giving God great and awesome praise!  God responds in powerful ways and gives us complete victory when we give Him great praise. 
K.   
The victory of  personal sanctification
Jesus died on the cross to sanctify you!  He died so you could be cleansed from sin and purified within.  He died so that you could be totally filled with His Holy Spirit.  God wants to sanctify you – that means to “set you apart for holy and special service.”  Jesus died so that you could be totally empowered by the Holy Spirit and so that you could become holy like He is – so that you can become more and more like Him!  Holiness = Becoming like Jesus!

Hebrews 13:12  (New American Standard Bible)
Therefore Jesus also, that He might sanctify the people through His own blood, suffered outside the gate. 

BECAUSE OF THE CROSS OF CHRIST

  WE HAVE VICTORY IN JESUS!

Discussion Questions

1. Share your personal experience of your encounter at the cross.

2. In what area of your life do you need to claim the victory of the cross?

3. Share with one person why you need the work of the cross in your life.
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