                                                                                                          Follower’s Course – Lesson 12

Follower’s Course
Lesson 12
The Follower’s Victory By Love And Unity
The Importance Of Life Groups and God’s Family

Introduction:  God has designed us in such a way that “WE REALLY DO NEED EACH OTHER!”  No one can survive in the Christian life without other brothers and sisters in Christ.  God has called us to be “family” to one another.  It is His will and His design that each of us be vitally connected to the local church family.  You simply will NOT grow as God wants you to and become like Jesus by yourself!  We need to continually acknowledge to each other that:  “I can’t make it without Jesus and I can’t make it without you!”  Jesus needed His group of 12 and you will need the family of God and the small group that God has prepared for you just as well.  And the other members of your small group or Life Group need you too.  Following Jesus means love, holiness, service to others, and deep commitment to other Christians.  Followers of Jesus are becoming as committed to the Family of God – the local church – as our Lord Jesus!
Key Memory Verse: 
Victory By Love 


John 15:12  (New American Standard Bible)

This is My commandment, that you love one another, just as I have loved you.

Objective:  In this lesson, the Follower of Jesus will learn the importance and value of being vitally connected to the local church family and to their Life Group. (small group)  
Key Definitions or Concepts:
1.  God does not save us to be Christian loners or hermits.  A Christian “Lone Ranger” is soon a “Dead Ranger”.  Followers of Jesus follow Jesus’ example of being intimately involved with a small group of fellow Believers and Followers of Jesus.  Jesus needed His 12 as much as they needed each other and as much as they needed Him!
The earliest Church, Old First Church Jerusalem knew that they desperately needed each other.


Acts 12:46  (New American Standard Bible)
And day by day continuing with one mind in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they were taking their meals together with gladness and sincerity of heart, 

2.  God designed us to be social people who need interaction, support, love, encouragement, mentoring, blessing and help from others.  Healthy and growing Christians are learning how to: love and be loved, forgive and be forgiven, encourage and be encouraged, and give and receive from the other members of God’s Family… the Church. This is God’s will.

3.  Every spiritual giant down through the ages has affirmed the vital need that we all have for healthy and deepening relationships with other Christians.  John Wesley would say, “There is no holiness without social (group) holiness!”  He would also say, “The Bible knows nothing of solitary religion.”  This great 18th century evangelist would quickly assimilate new believers into small groups because he knew that their very spiritual survival depended on it! At his death, there were over 300,000 Christians banded together into small same-sex groups of 12 for weekly, mutual prayer, support, encouragement and accountability.
4. Nothing can take the place of being closely tied in to a local church family.  You simply will not grow and become all that God wants you to be… alone. You will not become like Jesus all by yourself!
5. Satan, will do everything he can to tell you and convince you that you do not need other Christians.  He will point out how fallible and human (he will call them “hypocrites”) all the other Christians are.  He is the constant accuser of the brothers and sisters of Jesus.  Satan will try and tell you that you do not need others and they don’t need you. He will try the lie on you that you don’t need to be concerned about other people and you don’t need to be connected to other Christians.  God says that everybody is necessary and that we really do need one another to complete the “Body of Christ”.  You need other Believers and they need you. 

6.  Listen to the voice of your Heavenly Father as His Spirit speaks through these passages:

Acts 2:41-47  (New American Standard Bible)
41 So then, those who had received his word were baptized; and there were added that day about three thousand souls.   42 And they were continually devoting themselves to the apostles' teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.   43 And everyone kept feeling a sense of awe; and many wonders and signs were taking place through the apostles.   44 And all those who had believed were together, and had all things in common;   45 and they began selling their property and possessions, and were sharing them with all, as anyone might have need.   46 And day by day continuing with one mind in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they were taking their meals together with gladness and sincerity of heart,   47 praising God, and having favor with all the people. And the Lord was adding to their number day by day those who were being saved. 

The word “fellowship” in verse 42 is the word in Greek “koinonia” and it means “communion” or “sharing in common”.  We find this same word in I John 1:7
I John 1:7  (New American Standard Bible)

but if we walk in the light as He Himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin. 

This is how we are to live.  Christians are to walk in tight fellowship with their Lord and with his people.
John 13:34-35  (New American Standard Bible)
34 "A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you, that you also love one another.   35 "By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another." 

God wants His people to truly care about one another and to really care for each other. God is building a family of people who are selfless, sacrificial in their godly love for one another and deeply and eternally committed to each other.
I John 3:23  (New American Standard Bible)
And this is His commandment, that we believe in the name of His Son Jesus Christ, and love one another, just as He commanded us. 

John 15:12-13  (New American Standard Bible)
12 "This is My commandment, that you love one another, just as I have loved you. 13 "Greater love has no one than this, that one lay down his life for his friends 

Hebrews 10:24-25  (New American Standard Bible)
24 and let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds, 25 not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another; and all the more, as you see the day drawing near. 

1. God has called us to be One in His Spirit
I Corinthians 12:11-13  (New American Standard Bible)
11 But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually just as He wills.  12 For even as the body is one and yet has many members, and all the members of the body, though they are many, are one body, so also is Christ. 13 For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 

God has called us to be One in Him.  Our commitment to each other in Jesus is a deep bond that will last forever.  The Church is our “Forever Family” – it is our “Eternal Team”.  Satan will constantly try and drive wedges between you and your Christian brothers and sisters.  His favorite tactic seems to be “divide and conquer”.  Your “natural” person will want to pull away from the family of God.  God calls us to be diligent and to work hard at staying united in Him and preserving the unity that Jesus bought for us on the cross.  Listen to what the apostle Paul writes to the Ephesian church and to us:
Ephesians 4:1-6  (New American Standard Bible)
1 I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, entreat you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have been called,   2 with all humility and gentleness, with patience, showing forbearance to one another in love,   3 being diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.   4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as also you were called in one hope of your calling;   5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism,   6 one God and Father of all who is over all and through all and in all. 

God is calling us to walk as One… with Him and with each other.
Jesus prayed for this kind of Unity in John 17:20-23
John 17:20-23  (New American Standard Bible)
20  "I do not ask in behalf of these alone, but for those also who believe in Me through their word;   21 that they may all be one; even as Thou, Father, art in Me, and I in Thee, that they also may be in Us; that the world may believe that Thou didst send Me.   22 "And the glory which Thou hast given Me I have given to them; that they may be one, just as We are one; 23 I in them, and Thou in Me, that they may be perfected in unity, that the world may know that Thou didst send Me, and didst love them, even as Thou didst love Me.

Follower of Jesus you are not alone!  You have been adopted into God’s Fabulous Worldwide Family – The Church.  You are not joined to these other believers by race, nationality, color or convenience.  Instead, you are joined to them by the Blood of Jesus and the One Spirit of God and by the prayers of our Lord Jesus.  You are not a spiritual orphan.  You have a Family.  
You cannot be the Family of God by yourself!  You really do need other Christians.  Just as the most gifted athlete in the world cannot win a professional team sport championship all by themselves, so you need other Christians to help you to win and succeed in the life that God has called you to live.

Notice in the John 17 passage above that Jesus said that when we are truly ONE that several things will happen:

· The unbelieving world will know for sure and come to believe that Jesus really was sent by God to come to this planet.

· The unbelieving world would come to believe that God loved them and in fact, loved them as much as God loved Jesus!

Unity in the Spirit of Jesus is so important.  We cannot represent Jesus to the world properly without being united in love.  We cannot convince other people that God loves them without the living example of how God’s people love one another. You cannot demonstrate God’s love – all by yourself!  You need someone to love…and someone to return your love.
2. The Fellowship of the Spirit brings us many blessings!

Think what the Holy Spirit brings to us as we come together in His Love and Unity:
· The Holy Spirit brings love – Galatians 5:22; Romans 5:5; 15:30; John 13:34-35

· The Holy Spirit brings unity – Galatians 3:26-29; Ephesians 2:1-18; I Corinthians 12:13; Ephesians 4:3
· The Holy Spirit gives us spiritual gifts for the building up of the Body of Christ                       – I Corinthians 12:7-11

· The Holy Spirit sanctifies us and makes us like Jesus – Hebrews 10:10, 14, 29

· The Holy Spirit causes you to worship God – John 4:23-24 

·  The Holy Spirit puts you in the Family of God:

· You are a “Living Stone” in the Holy Temple of God – Ephesians 2:21-23
· You are a “Living Part” of the Body of Christ – I Corinthians 12:12-27

· You are adopted into God’s Family and we all have One Father – Galatians 4:4-7

· You are a part of the Bride of Christ – Ephesians 5:21-33

3. Christian Fellowship, Unity And Love Produce Great Results:
· Mutual Encouragement   






Hebrews 3:13  (New American Standard Bible) 
But encourage one another day after day, as long as it is still called "Today," lest any one of you be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. 
· Fruitfulness  -- We are better together.  We will bring in a greater harvest of souls when we work together and complement each other. All of us together are smarter and better than any one of us.  Your fruitfulness will be directly related to how connected you are to the rest of the Family of God.  In the area of becoming “fishers of men” we can all “fish” with our one little “lines in the water” and catch a modest amount of “fish” (souls)… or, we can join our little “lines” together in unity and harmony amidst our great diversity and form an effective “net” that will catch many more souls for Jesus!
Psalm 133:1-3  (New International Version)

1 How good and pleasant it is when brothers live together in unity!  2 It is like precious oil poured on the head, running down on the beard, running down on Aaron's beard, down upon the collar of his robes.   3 It is as if the dew of Hermon were falling on Mount Zion. For there the LORD commands his blessing,  even life forevermore. 

God commands His blessings… eternal life… to come to the people who live together in godly unity and harmony.

· Safety and Security  -- Hebrews 13:17
God loves you so much and He wants to put you into the safety zone of a loving and caring family of Believers who can help you grow and mature and become like Jesus.  We are not safe and secure all by ourselves.  We really do need each other for spiritual covering and safety.  We desperately need Jesus and we desperately need each other!  That is the reality of spiritual warfare and that is the way that God has designed us.
Through our small groups called LIFE GROUPS each believer can be:

· loved and listened to

· prayed for and covered in intercession

· cared for and strengthened

· taught and trained

· corrected gently and guided wisely

· encouraged and warned

· blessed and built up

I John 3:16-18  (New International Version)
16 This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers. 17 If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but has no pity on him, how 
can the love of God be in him? 18 Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth. 

· Spiritual Equipping – You cannot be totally equipped and built up all by yourself.  You cannot equip or build up anyone else – all by yourself.  We desperately need each other to do this vital commandment of our Lord.
Ephesians 4:11-16(New American Standard Bible)
11 And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, 12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ; 13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fulness of Christ. 14 As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed here and there by waves, and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming; 15 but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him, who is the head, even Christ, 16 from whom the whole body, being fitted and held together by that which every joint supplies, according to the proper working of each individual part, causes the growth of the body for the building up of itself in love. 
This is God’s Word and this is God’s Will for everyone of us.  We need each other to do this!  We cannot be spiritually equipped and become mature in the faith until we are just like Jesus… all by ourselves.  

WE REALLY DO NEED EACH OTHER !!....don’t we?!
· Mutual Ministry to One Another as God intended it is achieved 
God’s Word has a lot to say to us about our mutual ministry to each other in the family of God.  Each one of us is to be ministering to the rest of the Body of Christ in these many ways.  It is a two-way street.  In love we are to give and receive this ministry to and from each other.  What would happen in our fellowship if we really started to do this? Can you imagine?  God help us to obey Him and to begin to do this in our homes, our Life Groups and our church.

See the additional notes on the great “One Anothers” of  Word of God
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