FOLLOWER’S COURSE – Lesson 11 



Followers Course 

Lesson 11
The Follower’s Victory By Power 

How To Tell Somebody About Jesus And Have Them Still Love You
Introduction: 

There are lots of things we can do in Heaven that we can also do on earth:  Be with family and friends, Eat, Worship God,  Pray,  Fellowship with believers.  But, there is something we cannot do in Heaven that we can only do on earth - and that is tell others about Jesus.  We can’t do that in Heaven because we will be surrounded only by people who know Jesus and have put their trust in Him as their Savior.

God could have taken us to Heaven the moment we asked Jesus to be apart of our lives, but He didn’t.  Why?  Because He wanted us to stick around for a while to make sure we would influence the lives around us with the same Jesus who now lives in our hearts. In fact we have been commanded to do that!!  In Mark 5:19, Jesus tells the man from whom He had cast a legion of demons,  “Go home to your people and report to them what great things the Lord has done for you, and how He had mercy on you.”  

But, more than just telling people what He has done for us, Jesus wants us to take the next step and tell people how Jesus can do for them what He did for us.  

· Jesus calls us the “light of the world.”  Matthew 5:14.  Light is supposed to shine.

· Jesus calls us the “salt of the earth.”  Matthew 5:13.  We are to make a difference to those around us.

· Jesus calls us to be “fisher of men.”  Matthew 4:19.  We are to actively seek those with whom we can share Jesus.

As followers of Jesus, it is our obligation, our privilege, our joy to share Jesus with the world around us.

Key Memory Verse: 
Mark 5:19.  “Go home to your people and report to them what great things the Lord has done for you, and how He had mercy on you.”  

Objective:  
The objective of this lesson is to give the student useful tools and applications to use in sharing their faith with others.  

Key Definitions or Concepts:
1.  Why?
· Why should we tell people about Jesus?  

· What’s the big deal anyway?  

· Can’t someone else do it?  

· Can’t God?  

· What about the angels?

No doubt these are common questions we have all asked ourselves.  And they are honest questions, questions that actually have answers.

Why should we tell people about Jesus?  

First of all, as we saw earlier, Jesus told us to.  In Matthew 28:20 Jesus tells His disciples to teach other people what He had taught them.  It would be in our best interest to get after the things Jesus tells us to get after!

What’s the big deal anyway?

It’s this little thing called Hell.  Jesus actually spoke more about Hell and it characteristics than He did about Heaven.  And the descriptions were not pretty.  Smoke rising from the tormented for all eternity.  Unquenchable fire.  Separation from God.  Obviously, Jesus was trying to warn us here, and we would do well to take Him at His  

Can’t someone else do it?  Can’t God?  What about the angels?

Actually, no!  God already did His part.  He came to earth to be the sacrifice for our sins.  The angels can’t because, well, they are angels.  They have never known what it is like to be tarnished by sin nor the glorious freedom that Jesus can give from sin.  Satan sure is not going to do it!  Unbelievers don’t know there is anything to tell.  So that leaves…



YOU!

2.  So how do you tell someone about Jesus?
There have been whole libraries of books written on this subject with more being added every year.  You have the evangelist option, the friendship model, the intellectual approach…etc.

But which one is right?  Which one works?  

They all can.  They all do.  And they all have.  

But one thing they all have in common is a story - your story…who you were before Jesus, what He did for you, and who you are now with Jesus.  We get this example from Paul in Act 26, when he is standing before King Agrippa.  Paul knew he only had a few moments in time to present his story so he centered it around these three points…

Who Paul was before Jesus
Acts 26:9-11

What Jesus did for him
Acts 26:12-18

What Paul did after Jesus
Acts 26:19-23

Here is a very simple way to remember it…

BC


(


AD

BC – Before Christ  - 
Who you were before you met Jesus

( - Jesus - What Jesus did for you

AD – Anno Domino (the year of our Lord) - 
What you are now after you met Jesus

We all have a story, a memory, a description from our live for each of these points.  Take a few moments and write down, not sentences, but key words from each of those times in your life.
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Now, take these key words or thoughts and arrange them into a sentence or two, of no longer than 1 minute, for each point. There you have it!  That is your story, your testimony of what Jesus has done for you, what you were and what you are now. It could not be easier!

But the great part is that you can adapt these points to fit the people you are sharing with.  Maybe you need to spend a little more time on what your life is like now and less on what it was.  Or maybe you need to talk about what Jesus did for you first, before you talk about what your life was like. Because you have these three points already figured out you can arrange them, enlarge them, or emphasize them as needed for the person you are talking to.

All of a sudden 1 Peter 3:15 doesn’t sound so hard!  “Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have.”

Your story is always at hand.  And - the best part about your story?  No one can argue with it!!

But what if you did not come from a life of sin?  What if you accepted Jesus at an early age and have never really known life without Him?  How does the above example work then? Stick with what you know.  What is your life like now?  What has it brought you that maybe your friend is in need of?  Joy…Peace… Fulfillment.. Concentrate on those.  

Non-believers will always try to find fault with something - “The Bible has inconsistencies.  Jesus really was not God.  There is no God.”   -  and on and on. But they can never, ever find fault with your story.  It’s you!  It’s yours!  You lived it.  You know it.  They can say all they want about anything else but they can never say, “Well, that never really happened to you.”  They cannot deny what Jesus has done in your life.

So…after you have shared your story, now what?

3.  Helping someone see where they stand with God.
Your story is a great tool to share Jesus, but at some point you need to ask the person you are sharing with where they stand in relationship to God.  Just like Jesus did something in your life He wants to do the same in theirs, but you need to know where they are along the road to finding Jesus. There are many, many tools that can help you.

The Four Spiritual Laws.

This is a great tool put together by Bill Bright of Campus Crusade for Christ.  It walks a person through 4 basic concepts of who they are, what happed to them, what God did and what we must do.  Because it is based around 4 points, it can be easy to memorize.

The Romans Road.

This is a walk through of several verses in the book of Romans.  It is designed to lead someone to salvation.  With lots of verses to memorize, it might be easier to write them out in the back or your Bible, or underline them with a number in the sequence they are read, with the page number for the next verse in the sequence. 

Us Separated from God.

This one looks difficult - and only for the artistic -but it is not!  It is very simple to do and can be done almost anywhere.  Use a crayon on a napkin in a restaurant.  It gives a powerful visual representation of just what sin has done and what Jesus did to bring us back to a relationship with God.

(See the appendix for all the above examples.)

4.  Crossing the Line of Faith.

So…you have shared your story.  You have showed your friend exactly where they stand before God, now what?


ASK!!!!

Ask your friend if they are ready to ask Jesus to be apart of your life.  This is not such a crazy thing to propose.  You have told your story of who you were and what Jesus did for you.  You have showed your friend how they cannot please God on their own, they must have Jesus.  So, now give them the opportunity to ask Jesus into their life. It’s a simple question.  “You have heard me tell you what Jesus has done for me and what He has done for you so you could have a relationship with God.  Would you like to have Jesus come be a part of your life right now?”

If they say yes, tell them they need to talk to Jesus and ask Him to come into their life. 

Explain what prayer is.  It is nothing scary or mystical.  You don’t need fancy words or to be in a particular place.  It is simply talking to God just like you would talk to anyone else.

Many people, when praying with someone to receive Jesus, will pray along with them.  They say a phrase then have their friend repeat it.  This method works, but it has some downfalls.

· The new believer may be concentrating so much on catching every word, they miss what they are actually saying.

· You, as the leader, might say words or phrases that the new believer might not understand or be familiar with.  Again, they might miss what they are saying.

Another option for praying is not to lead but to guide.  Give suggestions as to what the new believer should say, then, let them say it in their own words. For example, “John, tell Jesus that you are sorry for your sins.”  “Ask Jesus to forgive you.”  “Tell Jesus you don’t want to sin anymore.”  “Tell Jesus you want Him to be a part of your life.” This will make the prayer much more personal.  The new believer is praying in their own words.  They will probably be far more honest in their prayer.  This also gets them in the habit of talking to God on their own.  But, this method also has some downfalls.

· This is difficult to do in large group settings.

· This could be intimidating to some people.

Which one is best?  Use your judgment.  The Holy Spirit will help you know.  You may find that both ways work with different people and in different setting.  The key is to be sensitive to whom you are sharing with and what God is leading you to do.  Just be prepared for both options.

5.  After prayer.

After praying, there can be that awkward moment of,  “What do I do now?!”

Talk to your friend.  Ask them what just happened to them.  Have them explain in their own words what they just did.  This will confirm to you whether or not they actually understand what happened. You may have people say, “I feel different.”  That is good, and bad.  Feelings are good,  but we should never just rely on them.  What happens the next morning when they wake up and they don’t “feel” the same? We need to solidify this new decision with the facts.

1 John 1:9.  “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.”

John 1:12.  “Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God.”

John 6:47.  “I tell you the truth, he who believes has everlasting life.”

These are the facts of their new relationship with Jesus.  

Feelings come and go and change with circumstances, but the facts do not change.

6.  What if they say no?


So what happens if you tell your story, present Jesus to your friend, invite them to ask Him to be a part of their life and they say no? Now what?!?! Do not be defeated!  Not everyone accepts Jesus after one hearing.  

Some have said that it takes an average of 7 exposures to the gospel before a decision is made.  Should that keep us from presenting? No!  What if you are the 7th person?  How do you know what this person has heard in the past?

Remember, in Matthew 28:20, Jesus did not tell us to save people.  That is His job.  We are simple to go and tell.  We are to be a witness. We are a part of a great chain of influence in this person’s life.  What we say, what we share, and how we live “links” up with what other believers have done and said into the life of this person.  Who knows how many people have shared with this person, heard the answer “No”, but kept praying for them anyway?  You might be an answer to that prayer!  Or you might be one who will join them in prayer as your friend goes on in life and hears the gospel from someone else.  We are not the only ones who can present Jesus to this person, but that should never, ever allow us to shrink back from our responsibility of sharing when we have the opportunity.

So what do you do the next day when you see them at work, or school, or around the house?

Change nothing!!!  They rejected Jesus.  Not you. Do not take this personally.  This is not your defeat!  Your life will continue to be a witness of who Jesus is.  If you get ugly or mean because your friend rejects the offer of Jesus, what does that about your life?  What does that say about Jesus and what you said He did for you?  Is that the kind of Jesus you want to represent?  Probably not!

Continue to be their friend.  Take them to lunch.  Hang out with them.  Continue in your relationship as though nothing has happened.  Let the Holy Spirit live through you.  Your grace-filled life after the fact may be exactly what your friend is looking for.  

Besides, they might have questions about the things the two of you talked about.  And if you cut that person off, who are they going to talk to?

Or maybe the enemy might whisper to you, “God doesn’t want this one.” That is a lie from Hell.  When you hear it, remember the promise of 2 Peter 3:9.  “The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.” As much as you might desperately want your friend to find Jesus and have eternal life, God aches more it so much more!  In fact, that is God’s heartbeat.

None.  All.

None.  All.

None to perish.  All to repentance.

None to perish.  All to repentance.

Just be patient. God’s timetable is not like ours.  He has a plan for our friends and family and a plan for us.  We just need to be ready at all times.

St. Francis of Assisi said, “Preach the Gospel at all times and, when necessary, use words.”

7.  Common pitfalls to avoid while sharing Jesus.
There are some things that need to be a part of the process of sharing Jesus…

· Presenting Him as God.

· His sacrifice in our place, for our sins.

· He is the only way to God.

· Our need to repent of our sins and completely sell out to Jesus.

But, there are also things that we should avoid or be careful of.

A.  “Christianese”


This is the language, the terminology,  that we as believers often use in our everyday 
language.  But these things mean absolutely nothing to our unbelieving friends.


“Christianese”



Everyday 

Substitutionary atonement


Sanctification 

Righteousness


Justification


Salvation


Savior


Lord


Christian

While these words are absolutely a part of the life of a believer and follower of Jesus, they have little or no significance to non-believers.  Pick your word carefully.  Just like Jesus became a man so we could identify with God, our words should have the meanings of God, but in a common, everyday language.

B.  Bible-thumping


Does everyone need to know what the Bible says?  Absolutely!  


But do people need to be beat up with it?  Beaten down by it?  Absolutely not!

Hebrews 4:12 says, “For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.”

We must use God’s word in the process of sharing Jesus, but it should never be used in such a manner that would push people away or cause them to question our sincerity.

Do some people need to have a dramatic encounter with God’s word to get them to change?  Certainly!  But we must be careful to always have a winsome, gracious and gentle spirit when presenting Jesus.

C.  Lack of Confidence.


We are sharing the greatest news ever told!  We should be excited about it!  It hopefully 
has changed your life dramatically.  If not, you need to do some re-evaluating.

Our presentation of Jesus should be compelling, exciting, enticing.  We should share in such a way that our friends can’t get what we have fast enough!

Everyone has different personalities.  We will all have different ways of sharing Jesus.  But, the common theme must be excitement!  Asking Jesus into your life should be the greatest thing that ever happened to you.  

D.  Our past – too much vs. too little.

Some people find Jesus in the midst of a life of horrible sin.  They might feel it necessary when sharing their story to concentrate on this life and all the details of it.  Be careful in describing your life without Jesus.  You don’t want your friend to think that because you were so terrible that you really needed Jesus, but because their life is not that bad they don’t need Him at all.  Or, you might get so caught up in telling the details that you never get to the point of saying what Jesus did for you.

We also need to be careful about going too far the other way – not saying anything about our life before Jesus.  If we don’t share anything about that part of our life, we may appear to be so “holier than thou” that our friend feels intimidated and inadequate.  They may think that Jesus can only save those with little problems, not the big ones that they might be dealing with.

Find a balance.  This will be different for every believer and different with every situation.  You know your friend best.  You know what they need to hear from you, and how much of it.  God will guide you.  Listen to the promise of Jesus.  He is telling His followers – US - not to fear when we speak of our faith.  

Luke 21:14-15

“But make up your mind not to worry beforehand how you will defend yourselves. For I will give you words and wisdom that none of your adversaries will be able to resist or contradict.”  

When all else fails, follow the lead of the Holy Spirit.  He is the one who does the convicting and the saving.  We are simply His vessel.

God wants to use us.  He needs us.  We are His witness of His salvation to His children who are going to Hell.

Is there a higher calling?  A greater honor?  God chooses us to tell His story of salvation to a lost world!

4 Spiritual Laws

Just as there are physical laws that govern the physical universe, so are there spiritual laws which govern your relationship with God.

1. God LOVES you and offers a wonderful PLAN for your life. 

God's Love 
"God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life" (John 3:16 NIV). 

God's Plan
[Christ speaking] "I came that they might have life, and might have it abundantly" [that it might be full and meaningful] (John 10:10).

Why is it that most people are not experiencing the abundant life? 
Because... 
2. Man is SINFUL and SEPARATED from God. Therefore, he cannot know and experience God's love and plan for his life. 

Man Is Sinful 


"All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God" (Romans 3:23). 

Man was created to have fellowship with God; but, because of his stubborn self-will, he chose to go his own independent way, and fellowship with God was broken. This self-will, characterized by an attitude of active rebellion or passive indifference, is evidence of what the Bible calls sin. 

Man Is Separated 
"The wages of sin is death" [spiritual separation from God] (Romans 6:23). 
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This diagram illustrates that God is holy and man is sinful. A great gulf separates the two. The arrows illustrate that a man is continually trying to reach God and the abundant life through his own efforts, such as a good life, philosophy, or religion - but he inevitably fails.

The third law explains the only way to bridge this gulf... 
3. Jesus Christ is God's ONLY provision for man's sin. Through Him you can know and experience God's love and plan for your life. 

He Died in Our Place


"God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us" (Romans 5:8). 

He Rose From the Dead 


"Christ died for our sins...He was buried...He was raised on the third day, according to the Scriptures...He appeared to Peter, then to the twelve. After that He appeared to more than five hundred..." (1 Corinthians 15:3-6).

He Is the Only Way to God 
"Jesus said to him, 'I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father, but through Me'" (John 14:6). 
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This diagram illustrates that God has bridged the gulf which separates us from Him by sending His Son, Jesus Christ, to die on the cross in our place to pay the penalty for our sins. 

It is not enough just to know these three laws...
4. We must individually RECEIVE Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord; then we can know and experience God's love and plan for our lives. 

We Must Receive Christ 
"As many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name" (John 1:12). 

We Receive Christ Through Faith 
"By grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, that no one should boast" (Ephesians 2:8,9). 


When We Receive Christ, We Experience a New Birth 
(Read John 3:1-8) 



We Receive Christ by Personal Invitation
[Christ speaking] "Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if any one hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him" (Revelation 3:20). 

Receiving Christ involves turning to God from self (repentance) and trusting Christ to come into our lives to forgive our sins and to make us what He wants us to be. Just to agree intellectually that Jesus Christ is the Son of God and that He died on the cross for your sins is not enough. Nor is it enough to have an emotional experience. You receive Jesus Christ by faith, as an act of the will. 

These two circles represent two kinds of lives:
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	Self-Directed Life
S-Self is on the throne

 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.campuscrusade.com/images/cross.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET 


-Christ is outside the life
-Interests are directed by self, often 
resulting in discord and frustration
	Christ-Directed Life
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-Christ is in the life and on the throne
S-Self is yielding to Christ,
resulting in harmony with God's plan
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-Interests are directed by Christ,
resulting in harmony with God's plan


Which circle best describes your life?

Which circle would you like to have represent your life? 

The following explains how you can receive Christ:

You can receive Christ right now by faith through prayer: 

(Prayer is talking to God) 

God knows your heart and is not so concerned with your words as He is with the attitude of your heart. The following is a suggested prayer:

"Lord Jesus, I need You. Thank You for dying on the cross for my sins. I open the door of my life and receive You as my Savior and Lord. Thank You for forgiving my sins and giving me eternal life. Take control of the throne of my life. Make me the kind of person You want me to be."

Does this prayer express the desire of your heart? If it does, I invite you to pray this prayer right now and Christ will come into your life, as He promised.

From Campus Crusade for Christ website, http://www.campuscrusade.com/fourlawseng.htm,

Accessed Nov 6, 2006

Romans Road

The ROMANS ROAD is a pathway you can walk. It is a group of Bible verses from the book of Romans in the New Testament. If you walk down this road you will end up understanding how to be saved. 

Romans 3:23 

"For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God." 

We all have sin in our hearts. We all were born with sin.  We were born under the power of sin's control. 

Admit that you are a sinner.
Romans 6:23a 

"...The wages of sin is death..." 

Sin has an ending. It results in death. We all face physical death, which is a result of sin. 

But a worse death is spiritual death that alienates us from God, and will last for all eternity. 

The Bible does plainly teach that there is a place called the Lake of Fire where lost people will be in torment forever. It is the place where people end up that remain spiritually dead. 

Understand that you deserve death for your sin.
Romans 6:23b 

"...But the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord."

Salvation is a free gift from God to you!   We can't earn this gift, but we must reach out and receive it. 

Ask God to forgive you and save you.
Romans 5:8 

"God demonstrates His own love for us, in that while we were yet sinners Christ died for us!" 

When Jesus died on the cross He paid sin's penalty.  He paid the cosmic price for all sin, and when He took all the sins of the world on Himself on the cross, He bought us out of slavery to sin and death!   The only condition is that we believe in Him and what He has done for us, understanding that we are now joined with Him, and that He is our life. 

Because He loved us and gave Himself for us!

Give your life to God. His love poured out in Jesus on the cross is your only hope to have forgiveness and change. His love bought you out of being a slave to sin. His love is what saves you, not religion, or church membership. God loves you and reaches you right where you are!
Romans 10:13 

"Whoever will call on the name of the Lord will be saved!" 
Call out to God in the name of Jesus! 

Romans 10:9,10 

"...If you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Jesus from the dead, you shall be saved; for with the heart man believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation." 

If you know that God is knocking on your heart door, 

ask Him to come into your heart. 
Jesus said, 

Revelation 3:20a 

"Behold I stand at the door and knock, if anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him..." 

Is Jesus knocking on your heart's door?
Believe in Him.  Ask Him to come in to your heart by faith, and ask Him to reveal Himself to you. Open the bible to the gospel of John and read what God says about Jesus, about you, and about being born again. 

God will help you.  Just talk to Him.  He loves you. 
You need to look for a local church where God's word is preached. The bible says that we are to desire God's word like a newborn baby desires mother's milk.

Aren't you hungry to know the truth?
Water baptism is one of the ways you first show that you have been joined to Jesus. The symbolism is this: When you go down in the water you show that you have been crucified and buried with Him, And when you come up out of the water you show that you have been raised to walk with Him in newness of life.   (See Romans chapter 6)
You have been born again.   (See John chapter 3)  Your body has become God's temple.  Your heart is where He lives.  Forgiveness is yours in Jesus.  And you belong to Him.  You were sin's slave.   But now...You are a child of GOD!

John 1:12 

"As many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, 
even to those who believe in His name!"
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