                                                                                                           Follower’s Course – Lesson 8

Follower’s Course
Lesson 8
The Follower’s Victory By Listening To Jesus – Part I
Introduction:  God still speaks to His children today.  As a Loving Parent our Lord loves to communicate with His children on a daily basis.  Just as any loving parent wants to communicate with their children on a daily basis so our Heavenly Father longs to speak to His children frequently throughout each day.  God speaks to us in many ways, including His Word and His Spirit.  We can learn to hear and discern the voice of our Master.  We need to learn to listen to Jesus.  He has a lot He wants to say to us.  We are becoming more than just Believers we are becoming Followers of Jesus.  We want to follow our Lord closely and hear what He has to say to us as He warns us, directs us, blesses us, guides us and encourages us.  Followers of Jesus hear His voice and follow Him.  
Key Memory Verse: 


Victory By Hearing The Lord’s Voice
John 10:27  My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me 
Objective: :  The objective of this lesson is to teach the Followers of Jesus the importance of listening to the Spirit of Jesus and to give them practical principles and guidelines on how to successfully listen to their Lord on a daily basis.
Key Definitions or Concepts:
1.  God is a God who communicates and He is not limited in how He can communicate to us.
2.  God is a God who loves to communicate directly to His children.

3.  God communicates to His children in many different ways including:


Nature



Dreams


History


Visions


Circumstances


Other people


Preaching


Angels


Teaching


Books, tapes, movies


An audible voice

Miracles, signs, wonders and healings

And many other ways – God is not limited in how He can communicate

The 2 most common ways that God communicates today to His children are:

· Through His Word – the Bible

· The still small quiet voice of His Holy Spirit whispering within us

It is these last two means that God uses to communicate with us that is the focus of this study and next week’s lesson.
4.  Listening to God is a learned skill.  It may be awkward or “unnatural” at first, as any new skill that we learn is, but we get better at it and it becomes more “natural” the more that we do it.

5.  We get better at discerning the voice of God the more that we train ourselves to hear His voice and the more that we spend time in His Presence and in His Word.
6.  God’s Spirit speaking to us will NEVER contradict God’s written Word – The Bible.

7.  The more we know God’s written Word the better we can hear the voice of His Spirit and the less that we will be misled by Satan or other voices that we hear.

8.  Both God and the enemy, (Satan and his demons) often speak to us in ways that sound like our own thoughts in our mind.  God will help you learn to discern His voice over all others.

9.  We need to come to this matter of listening to God with great humility and a childlike faith and heart.  No one can claim 100% accuracy in hearing God’s voice perfectly.  We are all learners in the school of listening to God’s voice.  We will get better at listening to God’s voice as we grow in Christ.
10. Just as there are hindrances to prayer that God says block Him from hearing our prayers there are things that can block us from hearing God’s voice.  We need to remove these hindrances to listening in our life.
11. We need to come to God predisposed to obey His voice when He speaks.
12.  God longs to communicate to YOU in deep, profound, personal, intimate ways… and He wants to do that today!

Background Material:
1.  Throughout the Old Testament God spoke clearly to His people.
We see God communicating directly to His people.  Over and over again, we see that our God spoke to His children, including:
· Adam and Eve

· Noah

· Abraham

· Isaac

· Jacob

· Joseph

· Moses

· Joshua

· Samuel

· David

· Solomon and other kings

· All of the Prophets and so many others
2. God used any number of means to speak to His people in the Old Testament including:

· An audible voice

· His written Word

· Dreams 

· Visions

· Angels

· Signs, Wonders, Miracles and Healings

· Prophets

· Creation

· Casting lots 

· Urim and Thummim

· Fire

· Burning bush

· Preaching

· Judgments

· Symbolic acts

· Writing on the wall

· Trumpet

· Thunder and lightning, smoke and storms

· Pillar of fire and pillar of cloud

· Fleece

· Sound of marching in the treetops

· Face-to-face

· Personal guidance in various unspecified ways

· The still small voice of the Holy Spirit

· … even a donkey!

3. God gave detailed, specific information any number of times to His listening people in the Old Testament days:  (mentioning just a few examples)
· Abraham was promised a son and multitudes of nations coming from him.
· Noah was given very detailed information about building the ark.

· Moses was given page after page of very detailed instructions on the Law of God and the building of the Tabernacle.

· Little boy Samuel was given a specific word of judgment against Eli and his family.

· David was given very strategic information from God in critical moments that saved his life.

· Solomon was told by God how to build the Temple

· The Prophets were given visions and dreams and specific, detailed prophecies and sermons to give to God’s people.

These were not just vague impressions or “feelings”.  God clearly and concisely communicated to His waiting, listening children.  He wants to do the same today.
4.  Throughout the New Testament God spoke clearly to His people:

· God spoke to Zacharias about the up-coming birth of John the Baptist through an angel.
· God spoke to Mary through an angel.
· God spoke to Joseph through a dream in which an angel appeared to him.
· God spoke to Jesus repeatedly with an audible voice.
· God spoke to Jesus quietly in His spirit.
· God spoke to the apostles and directed their paths in numerous accounts.
· God spoke to the waiting, listening, praying and fasting elders of the early church.
5.  God used any number of means to speak to His obedient people in the New Testament including :

· Visions 
· Dreams
· Risen Christ
· Nature
· Prayer
· Casting lots
· An unbeliever
· The Church
· A Direct Word from the Father
· Angels
· The Old Testament writings and prophecies
· Prophets and preachers
· Teachers and leaders
· Audible voices
· The letters of the apostles
· Jesus – The Word of God
· The still small voice of the Holy Spirit within His believers
· Signs, wonders, miracles and healings
· Various other unspecified ways
6.  God gave detailed information to His waiting, listening, obedient children in the New Testament.
· The Holy Spirit instructed the elders at Antioch to set apart Saul (Paul) and Barnabas to be missionaries.

· The Holy Spirit gave the apostles inside information about people who were lying to them or what their enemies were going to try and do to them.

· The Holy Spirit would not allow Paul to go certain places and then would call Him to go to other places.

· The Holy Spirit would comfort Paul and tell him that everybody on board his ship would be spared from the storm that destroyed their ship.

· Jesus continually heard the voice of the Father telling Him what to do, what to say and where to go.

· John was given the whole book of Revelation in a vision delivered by angels.

We could give example after example of instances where God led His people and spoke to them through any number of means in both the Old and New Testament.

7.  All down through Church History we have accounts of godly men and women who heard the Spirit of God speaking to them and giving them specific, detailed information.

8.  Today, we have known many Christians who regularly and routinely hear the voice of God speaking to them and encouraging, rebuking, convicting, and calling them into specific action.

9.  Let’s look at a few biblical examples of how God’s Spirit spoke to people in ancient days.

A. David heard from God and it saved his life.  Let’s look at one interesting story:

 I Samuel 23:1-14.
1Then they told David, saying, "Behold, the Philistines are fighting against Keilah and are plundering the threshing floors." 

 2So David inquired of the LORD, saying, "Shall I go and attack these Philistines?" And the LORD said to David, "Go and attack the Philistines and deliver Keilah." 

 3But David's men said to him, "Behold, we are afraid here in Judah. How much more then if we go to Keilah against the ranks of the Philistines?" 

 4Then David inquired of the LORD once more. And the LORD answered him and said, "Arise, go down to Keilah, for I will give the Philistines into your hand." 

 5So David and his men went to Keilah and fought with the Philistines; and he led away their livestock and struck them with a great slaughter. Thus David delivered the inhabitants of Keilah. 

 6Now it came about, when Abiathar the son of Ahimelech fled to David at Keilah, that he came down with an ephod in his hand. 

 7When it was told Saul that David had come to Keilah, Saul said, "God has delivered him into my hand, for he shut himself in by entering a city with double gates and bars." 

 8So Saul summoned all the people for war, to go down to Keilah to besiege David and his men. 

 9Now David knew that Saul was plotting evil against him; so he said to Abiathar the priest, "Bring the ephod here." 

 10Then David said, "O LORD God of Israel, Your servant has heard for certain that Saul is seeking to come to Keilah to destroy the city on my account. 

 11"Will the men of Keilah surrender me into his hand? Will Saul come down just as Your servant has heard? O LORD God of Israel, I pray, tell Your servant." And the LORD said, "He will come down." 

 12Then David said, "Will the men of Keilah surrender me and my men into the hand of Saul?" And the LORD said, "They will surrender you." 

 13Then David and his men, about six hundred, arose and departed from Keilah, and they went wherever they could go. When it was told Saul that David had escaped from Keilah, he gave up the pursuit. 

 14David stayed in the wilderness in the strongholds, and remained in the hill country in the wilderness of Ziph And Saul sought him every day, but God did not deliver him into his hand. 
David needed and received very specific information from the Lord!  It saved his life!  There were other times when David and other leaders would get very specific battle plans and strategies from God.

B. Joshua was given specific battle strategies by God when he conquered Jericho and other cities.  (Joshua 6)
C. Samuel was told exactly who NOT to anoint and who TO anoint when he went to the house of Jesse.  (I Samuel 16:7, 12)
D. Repeatedly, God’s faithful people would inquire of God and get very specific information about what to do or not do next.  God still wants to give His children specific counsel in how to live their lives.
E. Jesus our Lord told us again and again that He was dependent upon the Father’s instructions and that He only did what He saw the Father doing and He only spoke what the Father told Him to say:

John 5:30  I can do nothing on My own initiative As I hear, I judge; and My judgment is just, because I do not seek My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me. 

John 8:26  I have many things to speak and to judge concerning you, but He who sent Me is true; and the things which I heard from Him, these I speak to the world." 
John 8:28  So Jesus said, "When you lift up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am He, and I do nothing on My own initiative, but I speak these things as the Father taught Me. 
John 12:49-50   49 "For I did not speak on My own initiative, but the Father Himself who sent Me has given Me a commandment as to what to say and what to speak.   50 "I know that His commandment is eternal life; therefore the things I speak, I speak just as the Father has told Me." 
So we see that our Lord Jesus was hearing from God all of the time.  He was constantly inquiring of His Heavenly Father and doing and saying only what ABBA told Him to do and say.
10.  God promises to speak to His children and guide them:



Isaiah 58:11a  And the LORD will continually guide you,

Hebrews 11:6   And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.
James 1:5-7   5 But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all generously and without reproach, and it will be given to him.   6 But he must ask in faith without any doubting, for the one who doubts is like the surf of the sea, driven and tossed by the wind.   7 For that man ought not to expect that he will receive anything from the Lord, 

Isaiah 30:21   Your ears will hear a word behind you, "This is the way, walk in it," whenever you turn to the right or to the left.

John 10:1-16
 1"Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter by the door into the fold of the sheep, but climbs up some other way, he is a thief and a robber. 

 2"But he who enters by the door is a shepherd of the sheep. 

 3"To him the doorkeeper opens, and the sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 

 4"When he puts forth all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. 

 5"A stranger they simply will not follow, but will flee from him, because they do not know the voice of strangers." 

 6This figure of speech Jesus spoke to them, but they did not understand what those things were which He had been saying to them. 

 7So Jesus said to them again, "Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep. 

 8"All who came before Me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not hear them. 

 9"I am the door; if anyone enters through Me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and find pasture. 

 10"The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly. 

 11"I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep. 

 12"He who is a hired hand, and not a shepherd, who is not the owner of the sheep, sees the wolf coming, and leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 

 13"He flees because he is a hired hand and is not concerned about the sheep. 

 14"I am the good shepherd, and I know My own and My own know Me, 

 15even as the Father knows Me and I know the Father; and I lay down My life for the sheep. 

 16"I have other sheep, which are not of this fold; I must bring them also, and they will hear My voice; and they will become one flock with one shepherd. 

John 10:27   My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me;

1

