                                                                                                          Follower’s Course – Lesson 10

Follower’s Course
Lesson 10
The Follower’s Victory By Listening To Jesus 

 Part III

Introduction:  God longs to speak  to His children today.  Our Heavenly Father is more interested in speaking to us than we are in listening to Him.  God is ready to speak to His willing, compliant, open-hearted child right now!  We are becoming more than just Believers we are becoming Followers of Jesus.  We want to follow our Lord closely and hear what He has to say to us as He warns us, directs us, blesses us, guides us and encourages us.  Followers of Jesus hear His voice and follow Him.  

Key Memory Verse: 


Victory By Knowing Jesus
John 10:14  (King James Version) 

I am the Good Shepherd, and I know My own, and My own know Me.

Objective: :  The objective of this lesson is to continue to teach the Followers of Jesus the importance of listening to the Spirit of Jesus and to give them a practical exercise in hearing the voice of God as He speaks to them from His Scripture. This is Part III of this vital lesson on hearing the Voice of Our Lord. 
Key Definitions or Concepts:
1. We need to review the P.R.A.Y.  W.O.R.D. material from last week and then we are actually going to do it here in class.  Make sure you have a Bible, something to write with, your notebook and an open, willing heart.
2. We will now walk through the “Meeting With Jesus” page from last week.

3. Let’s begin with P.raise.  Praise positions us to hear God’s voice.  God inhabits the praises of His people according to Psalm 22:3.  Let’s take the time to praise Him now.
4. After Praise, let us quiet our hearts and search our consciences and see if there is anything that we need to R.epent of before our God.  Let us do this quietly and privately in His Presence.  Thank Him when you know that you are forgiven, clean, and pure in His sight.  Claim I John 1:9. Let’s do that right now.
5. Now we move into A.sk.  We all could spend a lot of time asking God for the things that we need, but for the sake of our class session let us just ask God to speak clearly to our hearts tonight.  Ask Him and thank Him that He has heard you and that He is indeed going to speak to you from His Word by His Spirit.  Begin quietly asking God for this gift right now.
6. The next step may be the most important:  Y.ield  Position yourself in an open, transparent, vulnerable posture before Your God.  He knows everything about you anyway, and He loves you. Tell Him that you will do whatever He tells  you to do.  Yield to His Will. Yield to His timing. Yield to His agenda for your life. GO LOW before Your God.  “Not My Will But Thine Be Done!”  This was the prayer of yieldedness that Jesus prayed in the Garden of Gethsemane before He went to the cross.  What a model prayer and example this is for us in total yieldedness.  God will speak to a yielded heart.  Take the time to yield to God right now.
Now we move into God’s Word.  Open your Bible and let’s turn to the book of James in the New Testament.  We will start with James 1:1.
7. Begin to read it slowly, carefully and thoughtfully.  The slower you go the better.  The slower you go the more you will get out of it.  GO SLOW!  Begin to read James 1 and continue on until something catches your attention.
W.ade into God’s Word.  Take your time. Read until  a verse or phrase arrests your attention and stands out to you.  God is speaking to you through His Word.  When this happens. Stop.  You are done wading into God’s Word.  Mark that verse in your Bible.  You may want to date it in the margin of your Bible.  Then put your marker in that page of the Bible.  This is where you will pick up tomorrow when you meet with Jesus.  Begin now to read James and continue until a verse stands out to you.
8.  Don’t move ahead with this next step until you have had the Lord point out a verse for you to consider a bit more in depth.  When that happens get out your notebook.  In your notebook W.rite down the date and possibly the time and place and then put the reference down and then W.rite out the verse that God stopped you at and read it several times after you have written the verse out in your notebook. You may want to write the verse again, this time personalizing it and putting your own name in the verse. This is powerful.

For example: if John 3:16 is your verse for April 25, 2006…it might look like this in your notebook:


April 25, 2006  John 3:16  
For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.
John 3:16  (Personalized)

For God so loved (put your name in here), that he gave his only begotten Son, that if  (again, put your name in here),believeth in him (insert your name one more time right here) should not perish, but have everlasting life.
In my case,  I would personalize this great passage to read like this:

For God so loved Craig Wesley Rench, that he gave his only begotten Son, that if Craig believeth in him Craig should not perish, but have everlasting life.
9. Begin to pray prayers for protection over yourself as you ready yourself to hear the voice of God.  Plead the Blood of Jesus.  Say, “Lord, I plead Your blood right now over me and over these moments that we will share together.  Cover me with the precious shed blood of Your Son Jesus.  Protect my mind and my heart and my spirit and my soul right now.”  This is W.arfare praying that you are doing.  God will hear and respond to your prayers.  He promised.
You can ask God to put His powerful angels all around you and protect you. He will do that.  Pray those prayers now.  Believe that God is hearing you and doing that for you. 
You can rebuke, bind and expel any demon that may try and distract you from hearing God’s voice. You have the authority in Jesus to do this.  Command them with authority to leave.  Resist Satan, and the Word of God says that he has to flee from you!  Believe it and DO IT… now! The evil demonic spirits have to obey you because of the ONE who backs you up and the One in whose Name you pray – Jesus!

Tell God that you don’t want to hear any lying spirits or demonic voices now.  Tell him that You don’t want to be distracted or misled in any way. Ask God to protect you from even your own thoughts and the thoughts and opinions of others that may try to invade your consciousness as you focus in and focus down on the LORD’S VOICE.

10.  Now quiet your heart before the Lord.  W.ait quietly on the Lord.  “Be still and know that He is God.”  Still your heart and your spirit in His Presence.  Thank Him for the fabulous time that you are going to have with Him.  Often I will say something like this:  “Lord, I am just your little boy here and I want to hear Your voice. You are My ABBA, Daddy, Father, and I want to hear Your heart and Your voice today.  Please Lord, speak to me, for I am Your servant and I am listening.  Speak clearly to me, Jesus, I am Yours.  I belong to You.  Speak to me, Holy Spirit, for You are my precious Teacher.  Speak Lord, your servant is listening.”

11.  Then do a very “faith-filled” thing.  W.rite out two words: DEAR (YOUR NAME):  Go ahead and do that now in your notebook.
This takes faith, because you are telling yourself that you really expect God to begin to speak to you.  You are about to “take dictation” from the Holy Spirit.  God is about to speak to you – for real!

Believe by faith that:

· God wants to speak to you.

· God will speak to you right now.

· You will be able to “hear” His Spirit’s whisper in your heart and mind and soul.

· Demonic spirits have been banished away from you as you listen to Your Father.

· God heard you when you humbly asked Him to speak to you.  He is answering that prayer right now.
· The next flow of conscious thought in your head… is the voice of God.

         (If it turns out that the next flow of thought in your head is NOT from God, it will become obvious to you and you will know it, before long.  Your ABBA, Daddy, Father will protect you and not allow you to be misled and confused.  You are coming to Him as His little child.  He knows that it is hard for you to listen.  He knows that you are just learning to listen carefully to His voice.  He will speak to you.  The more you practice spending time in His Presence, the more that you will be able to discern the difference between the voice of God, your own thoughts and the voice of others or demons.)
Now, quiet yourself in His Presence, and say, “Lord, I am ready to listen, I am going to believe that the next flow of thought that I ‘hear’ in my mind, is from You.  I will write down what I sense that You are saying to me.  I love You, Lord.”  Then get quiet and listen…

12. When you begin to “hear” a flow of thought in your head… or even one word or phrase, just W.rite it down! Write down the words that you hear in your mind.  It will probably “sound” like your own thoughts.  Write it down anyway.  Later, with this “hard copy” you can do several things.  You can compare it to God’s Written Word.  Remember, the Spirit of God will never contradict God’s Written Word, the Bible. You can refer to it later. You can remember it later. You can submit it for review by someone who is wiser in the Lord than you are.  Experienced Christians will be able to quickly discern if this is the voice of God or not. You will be able to do this soon too.  Write it down.  You can check it all out later. But get it down. 

If you “hear something” that is unusual or it seems extraordinary or different than you expected… you can always inquire further of the Lord.  Our God doesn’t mind us asking for clarification or confirmation.  Say, “Lord, I thought I just heard You say, “……..” did You really say that?  Am I hearing You correctly, Lord, please confirm or correct me.”  Count on it, God will do just that.

Again, you can always let your godly spiritual leader or pastor read what you thought you heard from God and submit to their counsel in the Lord. (Ephesians 5:21; Hebrews 13:17)  They will be able to give you good and wise counsel.  Do what they tell you to do… again, assuming that their counsel lines up with the Word of God.

If you “hear something” that is unusually odd… like:  “Go now, go right now and paint the piano in the church sanctuary purple… Do it now!!” That is probably not the voice of God.  Our God is a God of order not craziness.  You might want to check with the pastor or the church board before you “obey God” and paint the piano purple!  (True story:  somebody actually did paint the sanctuary piano purple on what they thought was a command of God… in a Nazarene church in the Midwest… without checking with any church authorities!)

  Remember this. If it is truly the voice of God you can count on several things:

· God will give you time to wait on Him for further confirmation.
· When you run it by the elders that you submit to in the Lord, they will feel good about it.  The Spirit of Jesus in them will confirm that you have heard right.  If they have concerns or reservations… wait, seek the Lord together, submit to their counsel.  Obey their suggestions and listen to their concerns.  God can speak to them if they need to change… or God can further clarify for you exactly what He wants you to do. Maybe you heard correctly from the Lord but He wants to work out the details and the timing of it through the counsel and in-put of others. 

· God will give you time to pray.  Any frantic, frenzied, obsessive “voice” that commands you to do something highly weird and demands that you do it “right now!” and doesn’t give you time to think, reflect, pray and wait on God … is not the loving voice of Your ABBA in Heaven.
· It will line up with God’s Word.

· It will be moral, ethical, and righteous.

· God wants you to obey with humility, gentleness, wisdom and submission… never prideful, willful arrogance.

13. Write as long as you sense that the Lord is speaking to you. Write down, as best as you can, the exact words that you sense that the Lord is speaking into your heart.

14. Now, get your will involved.  O.rder your Self – your Will – to Obey.  Tell yourself to obey the Lord.  Speak to your Will and command it to obey the Lord.  You can say, “I know now, God what you want me to do. I will do this!  Help me, God.  (your name), you are going to do this!”
15. Write down whatever it is that God has told you to do.  R.ecord the specific assignment God just gave you to do.  You will be creating God’s Assignment Book for you. 

16. Then write down… R.ecord the deadline that you give yourself by which you will have followed through and obeyed God.  Immediate obedience is absolutely the best!
17. Skip some space… R.eserve room to later write down what happened when you obeyed.  You will be creating a Journal or Log of Obedience.  You will be thrilled and amazed to see what God does in response to your obedience.

18. The last letter in our P.R.A.Y.  W.O.R.D. acrostic is the letter “D”.  This is one of the most important… it reminds us to DO IT!  DO IT NOW!  GO!  God honors decisive, deliberate, immediate obedience.  Delayed obedience = Disobedience and God spells disobedience like this: “S-I-N”.
19. Write down what happened when you obeyed.  D.etail what happened when you obeyed.  This is your Log of Obedience.  

20.  D.ate the day you followed through on what God told you to do… the day you actually obeyed God.
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