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Disciple’s Course
Lesson 11

Session 1

LEVELS OF CHRISTIAN COMMITMENT,

MATURITY AND DISCIPLING

Key Verses:   I John 2:12-14    12 I am writing to you, little children, because your sins have been forgiven you for His name's sake.  13 I am writing to you, fathers, because you know Him who has been from the beginning I am writing to you, young men, because you have overcome the evil one I have written to you, children, because you know the Father.   14 I have written to you, fathers, because you know Him who has been from the beginning I have written to you, young men, because you are strong, and the word of God abides in you, and you have overcome the evil one. 

Key Scriptures:  Matthew 28: 18-20; I John 2:12-14; John 12:42-43; John 13:34-35; 15:8; 8:31; Luke 14:26-27, 33; I Corinthians 3:1;  I Peter 2:2; 
Objective:  The purpose of this lesson is to instruct the student in the reality of the different levels of  Christian commitment, maturity and discipleship and for the student to identify where they personally are on the growth continuum towards Christlikeness in life, purity, and DiscipleMaking.  

Introduction:  There appear to be a number of levels in our Christian life regarding, commitment, maturity and discipling.  There are baby Christians and there are seasoned saints.  Scripture speaks of: “little children, young men and fathers” in the faith, noting their various levels of maturity in Christ.   There are those who merely believe in Jesus and those who would die for Him.  There is a difference, isn’t there?  What follows is a beginning attempt to identify these various levels of Christian commitment, maturity and discipling.  Where do you find yourself as you look at these different levels?  Wherever you find yourself today, it is God’s will that you move to the next level and become more committed to Christ, more mature as the years go by and more effective at discipling and DiscipleMaking.  The Master’s Plan discipling path and vision is designed to help you grow and deepen in these vital areas.

A note on what follows.  These are not hard and fast categories.  Of course, there can be some blurring of the lines of distinction between the different levels.  Scripture does not list these levels precisely as we are doing here, but life observation and God’s Word tends to back up these differences and distinctions.  
Some levels may be experienced a bit out of this exact order and that is fine.  We just want to keep moving to the next level whatever that is or wherever we find ourselves.  

1.  BELIEVERS

Before the Apostles became the Apostles they were first Unbelievers.  Then they heard of Jesus, saw Him, heard Him, met Him and were transformed by His love, power and message.  They became Believers.  A Believer is a new-born infant in Christ.  This is the brand new baby Christian.  Paul notes that some believers are “babies in Jesus”.


I Corinthians 3:1    And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual men, but as to men of flesh, as to infants in Christ.   

Believers believe in Jesus and that’s about it.  They don’t really have much of a clue as to what this new life in Christ is all about or what it will involve or cost them to really follow Jesus.  They are fairly ignorant of God, God’s Word, God’s standards, and God’s ways.  They need the “milk of the Word”.  
I Peter 2:2   like newborn babies, long for the pure milk of the word, so that by it you may grow in respect to salvation,
They need Christian fellowship as found in our Life Groups desperately.  They need prayer.  They need Christian brothers and sisters to help them feed themselves.  They need a Christian father or mother in the faith.  They have not yet decided just exactly how far or how much they are going to follow Christ.  They really don’t know Jesus very well yet.  They are just beginning to walk in the Spirit.  They have the Holy Spirit but they are not used to listening to Him or obeying Him moment by moment.  They may still have various sins and vices that continue to plague them.  True believers are teachable and humble.  They need to be baptized and lovingly discipled, mentored and coached in their new life in Christ.  They are saved, “born again” and  going to heaven and they are a new-born baby of God.  They have put their faith in Christ and prayed a prayer of repentance.


Often these new believers have old-lifestyle habits and friends and these young, tender lambs make a tasty meal for Satan, the roaring lion.  We must pray for them and protect them.


Technically they are a “Christian” but they are probably not living like the true definition of a “Christian” which is “one who bears (or carries) Christ” and “one who bears a resemblance to Christ”.  They are just very young, very new, and very ignorant of the things of God, spiritual warfare, demons, biblical doctrines, heaven, hell, their position in Christ, their destiny in Jesus, their calling to become disciples and DiscipleMakers, Scripture and the Christian life.  It is our joy, and our responsibility to teach them, love them, pray for them, shape them, help them, serve them, “change their spiritual diapers”, feed them, and model true Christ-living for them.  We will be “Jesus with skin on” for them.


These new believers are beginning to read their Bibles, beginning to pray and learn about prayer, beginning to witness to others about what Jesus has done for them, and just barely beginning to learn of Jesus and His life style.


We want to get these new infants in Christ into a Life Group or small group of authentic Christians as soon as possible.  They need the Christian “warmth, love and support” that these Life Groups can provide them.  They need to be around other committed Christians.  They will learn to pray listening to other Christians pray.

Most new born babies in Christ are still fairly self-focused and self-consumed.  Just as human babies are fairly self-centered and frankly, selfish.  Many new believers will still struggle with demonic oppression, generational sins, old habits and possibly with sin and selfishness.  They have not been entirely sanctified or baptized with the Spirit yet.  They have not totally sold out to Jesus yet.  That’s coming next.  They need to get to an Encounter (our weekend retreat for new Believers)!

In God’s Word, in several places we read of those who were believers but they weren’t that open yet about their new found faith in Christ.

John 12:42-43

42 Nevertheless many even of the rulers believed in Him, but because of the Pharisees they were not confessing Him, for fear that they would be put out of the synagogue;  43 for they loved the approval of men rather than the approval of God. 

They were believers in Jesus, but at this point in their new life in Christ they were more concerned about man’s approval and disapproval than they were about God’s approval and disapproval.  They were believers but they were afraid to identify too much with Jesus and His cause.  Hopefully they would grow beyond this most elementary stage into deeper levels of commitment to Christ.

From the large group of Believers some moved in closer to the “fire” and became Faithful Followers of Jesus Christ.  There were perhaps hundreds of these Followers that included women and the 70 that Jesus sent out in Luke 10 and perhaps the 120 that were in the Upper Room on the Day of Pentecost.
2. FOLLOWERS

Before the disciples became disciples of Jesus they were first Believers in Jesus.  Then they became Followers of Jesus.  They literally followed Him.  Later, from His large group of Followers Jesus would choose 12 who would become His Disciples and apostles.  But they were first believers and then followers.  What is a Follower of Jesus?

These are believers who have truly decided to follow Jesus.  They are learning more and more about Jesus.  They are learning to feed themselves.  These are the “little children” that John writes about in I John 2:1, 12.  Their life values are beginning to change.  They are becoming more and more like Jesus.  Their priorities and values are beginning to change.  Their priorities and time commitments to the things of God are beginning to change.  They are becoming more and more committed to their small group or Life Group.  They are beginning to witness to unbelievers more. They are learning to intercede for lost people and to fast.  They are beginning to serve others more than merely serving themselves.  They have begun to tithe and put God first in their finances.  They are sensing that there is something more in this whole business of following Jesus and they are hungering to be more and more like Jesus.  Their sins and inner sinfulness is starting to bother them more and more and they want God to truly sanctify, cleanse and purify them.  They are starting to hunger more and more for God’s power to be on them so that they can do the works of Jesus.  Followers have made some decisions to follow Jesus that 
have probably cost them something. They are faithful Followers.  They want more of Jesus and His Spirit. It is no small thing to truly become a Follower of Jesus.  
Jesus would have a number of things to say to those who wanted to move from being a mere Believer in Him into the closer circle of commitment called Followers of Jesus. 
·  Matthew 16:24 --  They were to daily deny themselves, pick up their                                     “crosses” and follow Him.  
·  Matthew 4:19 --   They would become fishers of men.

· Matthew 19:21 --  At least one of them was asked to sell everything he had and follow Jesus

· John 10:27 –  The Followers of Jesus would hear His voice and follow Him
· John 12:26 –  They would serve Jesus

· John 21:22 –  They would be willing to follow Jesus to death and die for Him.
From His Followers Jesus would select an inner circle who spend even more dedicated time with Him.  These were to be His world-changers.  They were His men.  They were His closest friends.  They were His:
3. DISCIPLES

A Disciple, by definition, is a “disciplined learner” of someone else.  A Disciple is someone who “sits at the feet” of a master or teacher (called a “rabbi” in Jesus’ day) and who wants to learn everything he can from the teacher, and indeed, it is the fervent desire of the disciple to become just like his teacher or mentor, in every way including:  knowledge, wisdom, skills, style and personality.  
From those who had believed in Him and had become His Followers Jesus prayerfully chose a few who would be His Disciples.  These would, in effect, leave everything behind and follow hard after Jesus. They would spend every day and night with Him for almost 3 years. They would eat with Him, sleep beside Him, talk to Him, listen to Him, participate in His work, do whatever He told them to do, observe Him, question Him, and model their lives and ministries after Him.  They were disciplined learners in that they were committed and disciplined in applying themselves to what He was trying to teach them.  And they were disciplined in that they really wanted to do whatever it took to become like Him.  

To be disciplined means that we have to say “no” to a lot of good things to go after something that we think is a whole lot better. These Disciples were also disciplined in the sense that Jesus often had to “discipline” them in the form of verbal rebukes, correction and admonishments.  A Disciple doesn’t enjoy the discipline or correction of his or her teacher… but they recognize that they need it and they are ultimately very grateful that their teacher loved them so much that they would discipline them faithfully 
when they needed it.  The Disciples really felt the love and the loving discipline of Jesus.  A true Disciple submits with joy to the teacher’s teaching and truly wants to become like their teacher.

Disciples are people who are beginning to live out the implications and commands of the following verses (among many others):

John 13:34-35 
34 "A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you, that you also love one another.  35 "By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another." 

John 15:8  "My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit, and so prove to be My disciples. 

John 8:31  So Jesus was saying to those Jews who had believed Him, "If you continue in My word, then you are truly disciples of Mine;

Luke 14:26-27, 33   26 "If anyone comes to Me, and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be My disciple. 27 "Whoever does not carry his own cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple....33 "So then, none of you can be My disciple who does not give up all his own possessions.  

It is clear that not every Believer or Follower of Jesus is a true Disciple.  That was not the case in Jesus’ day and it is not the case today.  Not everybody in our church is even a believer!  Not everybody in our church is a real follower of Jesus.  Not everybody who worships with us is a disciple of Jesus, that is, a “disciplined learner” of Jesus who really wants to become like Him.  However, while that it is an accurate observation of reality as it now is, this is not where Jesus wants us to be.  His desire is that every Believer become a follower and every Follower become a Disciple!  Jesus wants you to become a Disciple of His.


As we recall Jesus’ last command (Matthew 28:19)… we are not commanded to go and make converts, believers, church-goers or even followers of Jesus… we are commanded to make “disciples”.   Obviously, if we are not disciples of Jesus ourselves… we cannot possibly make any disciples of Jesus.  In the DiscipleMaking process you cannot make something that you are not.  Like begets like.  We will make or reproduce whatever we are.  This call to make Disciples from our Lord Jesus demands that we first become disciples of our Jesus ourselves.  Then, we are to be employed by Him to make Disciples.  


Jesus said He will build His church.  He gave us the job of making Disciples.  Too often in the past we pastors and church leaders have been busy trying to build the church (that’s Jesus’ job) and we have not been too serious about really making disciples… who will truly reproduce and make other disciples.  So, in some pathetic way, we are trying to do Jesus’ job (which only He can do!) while ignoring the most serious responsibility that He gave us to do!... make Disciples. 

To that end, we encourage all followers of Jesus to attend an Encounter and complete the year’s training in discipleship. (Post-Encounter or “The Journey”, and the School of Leaders or “Discovery”).  


Disciples are learning more and more to feed themselves on God’s Word and listen daily to God’s Spirit.  They are starting to learn how to feed others.  We encourage Disciples of Jesus to not only tithe their money but to tithe their time as well. (We are given 168 hours in a week… so a tithe would be 16.8 hours a week given to the things of God… including personal devotions, church services, and discipling others… that breaks down to about 2.4 hours a day… that is a significant amount of time to devote to God… but He is certainly worth it.)  Remember the disciples of Jesus that walked around with Him in Israel gave him 24/7 for 3 years!  And that was just the beginning of their full-on commitment to Jesus Christ.

Disciples continue to do all of the spiritual exercises and disciplines that followers of Jesus do and continue to grow in depth and knowledge of Jesus.  They are beginning to not only be a witness for Jesus, but they have been trained to actually lead someone to Christ and they are becoming soul-winners.  


More and more the Disciples lives are being marked by Christ-like service to others.  These are the “young men”, and by implication, “young women” in Christ that I John 2:13-14 addresses.  They are continuing to grow and mature in Jesus.  They are about to become spiritual fathers and mothers who intentionally care for others who are younger in the faith than they are.


Disciples want more and more to be like Jesus.  Becoming like Jesus becomes their deepest passion.  They hunger and longed to be cleansed of all impurity and uncleanness.  They desperately want to be sanctified by the Spirit of Jesus and to be continually filled with His power, purity, love and wisdom.  They want to live like Jesus, think like Jesus, love like Jesus, listen like Jesus, speak like Jesus and react like Jesus.  They know that they need more of Jesus to do this.  They hunger and thirst for righteousness.  They want more…  It was after the 12 of Jesus had become Believers, Followers and Disciples that God sanctified them on the day of Pentecost by sending His anointing on them and baptized them with the Holy Spirit.


The original Disciples of Jesus were authorized and given the power and authority of Jesus to:

· Cast our demons and all unclean spirits
· Heal every kind of disease and every kind of sickness

· Preach the Gospel

· Raise the Dead

· Cleanse the lepers

all BEFORE they were filled with God’s Holy Spirit and sanctified! 

(Matthew 10:1, 8; Luke 9:1-2; 10:1, 9, 19-20; Mark 16:17-18)
Yet they weren’t yet ready to become DiscipleMakers yet.  Their was still some “heart surgery” that needed to be performed on them by Dr. Jesus.  They needed some major attitude adjustments or 
their new power in Christ would be abused and become destructive.  They needed to become like Jesus as true:
4.  SERVANTS

Deputized and anointed by Jesus – they did all of the above!  They had cast out demons and healed people and preached the Gospel.  Praise the Lord!  Yet even though the Disciples could do some pretty impressive things before Pentecost – they continued to have a major lack in a significant area of their character and hearts.  Jesus would work on this primary lesson for Disciples during the entire time that He disciples His Disciples – and consistently they failed the tests He gave them in this fundamental heart attitude and posture.  This was the whole area of Servanthood.
Even up to the last night of Jesus’ life before He went to the cross the Disciples of our Lord were arguing over which one of them was the “Greatest”… with each Disciple nominating themselves for the primo position. These Disciples wanted to be “Number One Disciple”!  Pride and arrogance and self prevailed in their hearts.  Jesus had told them how to become the “Greatest” on more than one occasion – (“become the slave of all”) – but they still didn’t get it.  They needed to develop true Servant’s hearts.  Without this they would be “carnal church bosses”, little pathetic spiritual dictators who were promoting self rather than Jesus.  They had to become Servants.

The Apostles of Jesus first were Unbelievers, then they became Believers in Jesus.  Then they became Followers of Jesus.  Then Jesus called from His Followers a few to be His Disciples.  (Today, Jesus calls all of us to be more than Believers and Followers – He calls all of us to be His Disciples.)

As the Disciples (“disciplined learners”) truly listened to Jesus and learned of Him and learned from Him – they were continually challenged to become His selfless Servants – serving Him by serving one another and a hurting world.  Jesus would tell them that those who wanted to be great or leaders among them needed to become the servants and “slaves” of everybody.  Jesus continually modeled and held up the virtue of being a Servant… who loved to truly serve others. 
Servants are the “Adults” in the family of God.  They are the Leaders.  They are the Christ-like ones.  They are the most loving, compassionate, generous, gracious mature people in the Family of God.

They are about to become reproducing “Spiritual Parents” in the Family and raise spiritual sons and daughters..

 Then when the Disciples had become Servants and were ready for the next step – Jesus called them to reproduce and make Disciples.  They were to become DiscipleMakers!  This is the next to the last command that Jesus gave them … the Great Commission.  

Jesus knew that they needed one thing more… they needed the Power of the Holy Spirit.  They needed Purity -- purified hearts.  They needed the Passion of Jesus for souls and to become 
DiscipleMakers. Before they could do the most important work of making disciples who would make disciples these Believers-Followers-Disciples-Servant(Leaders) needed the Baptism with the Holy Spirit and entire sanctification to become powerful, faithful, Christ-like DiscipleMakers!  So, the last Command that Jesus gives them is “before you go – wait!”  Wait for the promise of the Father – the Baptism with the Holy Spirit and fire bringing to them the Power, the Purity and the Passion to be DiscipleMakers all over the world.

His Next To The Last Command (The Great Commission –  “Go and Make Disciples!”)

Must Become Our Top Priority

His Last Command (“Wait until the Spirit falls on you!”) Must Become Our First Order Of The Day
We better not try and “Go” until we have “Waited” and receive a fresh baptism of the 



Holy Spirit every day.  We better not try and make Disciples of Jesus until we have 

tarried and been freshly filled with His Holy Spirit daily … or our efforts will be of the flesh and ultimately futile.  Instead of making disciples of Jesus we will be making little disciples or pathological, pitiful, pathetic clones of ourselves (we indeed clone our own pathologies)… and who wants that?!

 
Jesus knew that for His men to truly be Servant-Leaders who would become DiscipleMakers of Jesus that they had to be completely filled with His Spirit and sanctified entirely.  Their hearts needed to be cleansed and purified and filled with His pure love.  The original Disciples DID wait and God’s Spirit did come upon them and baptize them all.  They  became His:
5. SANCTIFIED SERVANTS

These are Followers and Disciples of Jesus who are truly concerned about becoming like Jesus in all areas of their lives.  They are sanctified by the Spirit of God.  They have sold out to Jesus.  They have been baptized by the Holy Spirit and they have been cleansed of sin in their hearts.  Their hearts are being filled daily with His fresh anointing and His pure love. They are more and more taking on the personality and character of Jesus.  They are allowing God to control every area of their lives.  They continually hunger for more and more of God’s infilling, cleansing, empowering Spirit.  They want a fresh infilling every day of Jesus’ Spirit.  They know that they can’t possibly make any disciples of Jesus without daily being drenched in God’s fresh baptism of His Spirit.


As we said earlier, these categories or levels, are not hard and fast and set “in concrete”.  The order may vary with some.  A Believer can become a sanctified Christian before they become a Disciple of Jesus, for example.  We understand that dynamic. But the simple progression that we are laying out here follows the pattern that we see in the lives of the original disciples of Jesus. They became Believers, then Followers, then Disciples of Jesus, and then, when they were ready to truly become Servants, Jesus sanctified and cleansed them with His Spirit.  He knew that they could never fulfill the Great Commission to make disciples without the power and cleansing of the Holy Spirit making them first selfless Servants of Jesus.  This would require a “heart transplant”… their selfish hearts transformed into the selfless heart of Servant Jesus. 


The Bible calls this definite act of grace on God’s part to be “sanctified entirely”.  That is, set apart for God’s special service, cleansed, made holy like Jesus, and empowered by His awesome Spirit.  This is what God did to the original 12.   This is what He wants to do for all of us.


When they were baptized with the Holy Spirit they received:   God’s Power









    God’s Purity










    God’s Passion

Only now could they begin to get after what Jesus had called, commissioned, anointed and appointed them to do become:



6.  DISCIPLEMAKERS

Remember, this was the original assignment from Jesus… that we become people who truly “make disciples”, not of ourselves, but of Jesus.  God has called every single Believer to become a Follower of Jesus, a sanctified Disciple and Servant of Jesus and a maker of disciples of Jesus.  This is God’s goal and will for each Christian.  It is God’s will for you and for me. 


The Master’s Plan is designed to take a brand new Believer in Jesus and in just about a year’s time move them to the point where they are becoming DiscipleMakers of Jesus.  


DiscipleMakers are very focused and intentional about their lives.  These are the “fathers” and, by implication, mothers in Christ that John addresses in I John 2:13-14.  These are the ones who are becoming the “spiritual guardians” or “spiritual parents” of brand new infant Christians.


In the Master’s Plan these are the people who have progressed through the various learning stages and they have become Life Group Leaders.  They have opened their own Life Groups and they are “parenting” or “coaching” the people in their little open, evangelistic cell group.  They are feeding others and encouraging others in their faith.  They delight in greatly serving others.  They are “shepherding” (in the Bible, this is the same word as “pastoring) the few people in the Life Group.


In the Master’s Plan these DiscipleMakers who are leading their own Life Groups faithfully and fruitfully will be invited to be a part of the Lead Group of their Leader.  The Lead Group will not grow beyond 12 faithful DiscipleMakers and their Leader.

7.  LEADER OF DISCIPLEMAKERS

These mature leaders have been through all of the above levels of discipling and now they are discipling DiscipleMakers.  They are feeding and “shepherding” or “pastoring” DiscipleMakers.  These are the “grandparents” in Christ.  Their spiritual “children” are having spiritual “children” now.  They are a Life Group Leader.  They attend their own Leader’s Lead Group of 12 where they receive on-going, continuous, care, love, prayer, encouragement and coaching. Now they have opened their own Lead Group of Leaders.  God is giving each of these key Leaders of DiscipleMakers their group of 12… one by one, over time.  And someday, with God’s help, there will be 12 DiscipleMakers in their closed Lead Group… and someday there will be 144 precious leaders who are all leading their own Life Groups under the care and shepherding of this key Leader.

8.  LEADER OF LEADERS OF DISCIPLEMAKERS

These growing, continually maturing, seasoned Leaders are now leading a powerful group of Leaders of DiscipleMakers.  They are loving and leading by serving and by interceding for 12 Leaders of DiscipleMakers, 144 DiscipleMakers, and 1,728 others who are learning to be Disciples of Jesus and DiscipleMakers of Jesus themselves.  And yet, each of these leaders is only pouring their lives directly into 12 faithful Leaders.  This can be done, by God’s help and power. Believe it or not, today, in country after country around the world there are laymen and laywomen who are discipling at this level!  God helped them to do it… and He can help you and me to do this.  This is His Will!  Think of it!  Imagine it in the Holy Spirit!  This is God’s Will for you… if you dare to believe it and dare to believe that God can do this “impossible” work in you and through you as He is doing in and through others.

THIS IS THE WILL OF GOD

AND OUR DESTINY IN JESUS!

HOW IS THIS REALLY GOING TO HAPPEN?

BY OUR FAITHFULNESS TO THE PLAN AND PATH THAT GOD HAS GIVEN US IN THE MASTER’S PLAN … AND BY FAITH IN

THE GOD WHO WANTS TO SEE US DO THIS MORE THAN WE WANT TO DO IT!   AND BY THIS:   

“Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit,” says the LORD of hosts.
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