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Disciple’s Course

Lesson 7
Session 1
Complete Notes

The Laying On Of Hands
Introduction:  In Hebrews 6:1-2 the author to the book of Hebrews lists a basic outline of what would be considered “the elementary teaching about the Christ.”  In that simple list we find subjects like repentance, eternal judgment and baptisms.  Also listed is this interesting phrase, “the laying on of hands.”  This biblical practice and concept is a powerful blessing and tool that Jesus instructed His Disciples to do in their ministries.  The Disciples did just that.  This lesson will give us modern day Disciples of Jesus the biblical background for this simple but profound ministry tool.  Jesus wants His Disciples to lay their hands on people and He promises that great things will happen when we do it in faith under His Spirit’s direction.  What is this whole business of “laying on of hands?”  This lesson will address and answer this question.    
Key Memory Verse:  

II Timothy 1:6  (New American Standard Bible)
And for this reason I remind you to kindle afresh the gift of God which is in you through the laying on of my hands. 

Objective:  The goal of this lesson is to help the Disciple of Jesus understand the biblical basis for the ancient but powerful ministry practice of “the laying on of hands.”
Key Definitions or Concepts:

1.  What do it mean when the Bible uses the phrase:  “The laying on of hands?”  


It means that one or more spiritual persons place their hands on another person with a definite purpose of achieving some clear spiritual goal.  Typically, as hands are laid on someone by a Believer in Jesus prayer accompanies this physical act.  This visible, tactile, personal, physical act is a blessing that God honors and uses to impart spiritual and physical blessings from Himself – through one Christian – to another.  Something powerful happens in the spiritual realm when this physical act is accompanied by faith and prayer.  Things happen… good things happen when we obey Jesus and lay hands on one another in prayer and sincere faith.  Jesus mentioned one aspect of this blessing in Mark 16:17-18.

Mark 16:17-18  (New American Standard Bible)

17 "And these signs will accompany those who have believed: in My name they will cast out demons, they will speak with new tongues; 18 they will pick up serpents, and if they drink any deadly poison, it shall not hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover." 
2.  As we look at the healing ministry of Jesus we observe a very interesting detail.  Jesus never used the same methodology of healing twice, or at least it is never mentioned that He used the exact same method twice.  Some scholars suggest that maybe the reason that Jesus continued to use different methods was so 
that we His Disciples wouldn’t slavishly worship or adhere to one set way of doing “the works of Jesus.”  We humans tend to worship and revere one methodology… like it is magic or something… as if there was only one holy way to do something.  

In any case, sometimes Jesus insisted on being physically present when He healed someone.  Other times He simply healed by long-distance.  Once He spit on the ground and made mud and applied the “spit-mud” to the eyes of a blind man.  Another time He healed by simply spitting in the blind man’s eyes. Yet other times He healed blind eyes without spitting at all.  If Jesus spit in blind people’s eyes every time He healed blind people we would probably conclude that this was the only way to heal people of blindness!  This would probably lead to great debates on how much spittle was necessary to heal and we would probably be having “spitting seminars” so we could spit like Jesus!  Things could get messy!  Thankfully, that is not the case.
So, we see a wide variety of methods that Jesus employed to heal the people that came to Him.  But, having said that, it seems that Jesus loved to touch people when He interacted with them and healed them.  Jesus knew that there is something powerful, comforting and even “healing” about human touch.  Again, Jesus didn’t always touch somebody when He healed them – for sometimes He healed without even being in the same town with the sick person!  But more often than not… touch was employed by our LORD.
3.  Human touch conveys a number of messages such as:

“I am with you.  I am here for you.” “I love you.” “I believe in you.” “You are important to me.” “We are in this together.  We are one.”

4.  Human touch can communicate:

· love and compassion

· gentleness

· encouragement

· authority

· hope

· strength

· solidarity and connection with each other
· acceptance

· healing and wholeness
· the Presence of Jesus through the presence of one of His Believers
We can only imagine what it must have meant to the “untouchable lepers” who hadn’t felt the touch of another person’s hands since the day of their deadly diagnosis when Jesus, risking contamination, ceremonial defilement and infection reached out and touched their sore-covered bodies… and lovingly, gently healed them!  They were healed more than physically when Jesus dared to show such compassion through the power of TOUCH!
5.  The “laying on of hands” is a very practical, very personal, very powerful physical way that we, quite literally, can be the extension of the “hands of the Master.”  Through the power of the indwelling Holy Spirit we become “Jesus with skin on” to someone else.  When we touch them in the name of Jesus, in the power of the Holy Spirit… quite literally, Jesus is touching them!  It is that real… and that powerful!
What Does It Mean Spiritually In Scripture When The “Laying On Hands” Took Place?
We see a number of significant spiritual meanings and realities conveyed through this ancient practice of “laying on of hands” such as:

· Identification – We see this when the Israelites would lay their hands on the animals just before they sacrificed them to Yahweh God.  They were signifying that they were transferring their sins onto the innocent animal and “identifying” with it as it was sacrificed for their sins.  This would have been a very somber and sobering moment as each Jew realized that this particular animal was about to be slaughtered… in their place… “bearing their sins”.  Of course, all of this would look ahead to God’s Last Great Sacrifice – Jesus Christ on the cross! (Leviticus 1:1-5)
· Covenants of Commitment and Friendship  -- We see this in any number accounts where friends like David and Jonathan “laid their hands” on one another physically, much as we shake hands today or hug one another, to signify our love, friendship and solidarity with one another.
· Authority – Moses would lay hands on Joshua as the mantle of authority was passed from the great leader of the Exodus to God’s next chosen man.  Moses commissioned and blessed Joshua by laying his hands on Joshua transferring the leadership, responsibility and authority before God in an act of love, trust, honor, humility and leadership.  (Deuteronomy 34:9; Numbers 27:15-23; Joshua 1:16-17)

· Ministry – Moses would lay hands on Aaron and his sons as he commissioned them for ministry before God in the Holy Tabernacle.  (Leviticus 8)  We see a modern day example of this at ordination services when the ordained elders in our church lay their hands on a person who has been called, gifted and qualified for ministry – and pray over them. 
· Prophetic Blessing – Again and again, we see that “the laying on of hands” is present when prophetic blessings were given.  Israel (Jacob) imparted very real blessings on the sons of Joseph and his own sons in his last days – and he did this by speaking prophetically over them while he placed his hands on them.  (Genesis 48:14-16)
· Divine Blessing -- God Himself would touch people at points when He wanted to profoundly bless them.  In Adam’s case God touches Adam and the awesome blessing ends up being Eve!  God would “lay hands” on Jacob in an all-night wrestling match that would end up in Jacob being changed and blessed forever!

· Healing – Through out God’s Word we see that the “laying on of hands” was used in the healing ministry of so many.

· Jesus imparted His healing power through the laying on of hands.  (Luke 4:40; 13:13)

· Jesus instructed His Disciples to pray for the sick and lay hands on them and they obeyed Him and did just that.  (Mark 16:17-18; Acts 9:17; Acts 28:8-9
· We have a number of examples in Acts that records healings that took place as the Disciples physically touched the people that they were healing in the Name of Jesus.  (Acts 3:7)
·  James instructs church elders to impart healing by the anointing with oil (a symbol of medicine, and also a symbol of the Holy Spirit) typically this would include the laying on of hands as well:

James 5:14-16  (New American Standard Bible)

14 Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord; 15 and the prayer offered in faith will restore the one who is sick, and the Lord will raise him up, and if he has committed sins, they will be forgiven him. 16 Therefore, confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another, so that you may be healed. The effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish much.

· Blessing – Jesus would lay His hands on children and bless them. (Matthew 19:13-15; Mark 10:13-16)
· Encouragement, Support and Strength -- Our Glorified Jesus in Heaven reaches out His mighty hand to touch John and strengthen him when John was overwhelmed physically, psychologically, emotionally, mentally, and spiritually in Revelation 1:17.  Jesus commands John not to be afraid… and the touch of our LORD and the command of Jesus somehow strengthens John and he is enabled supernaturally to write down the visions of the Revelation.
We can tremendously encourage and bless each other through this very real ministry of the informal “laying on of hands” as we hug, greet each other warmly and shake hands, lay our hands on someone’s shoulder and communicate our love, support and friendship.

· Service – We serve one another with our hands.  We “wash one another’s feet” and serve in other practical ways with our hands such as food preparation, helping the sick, giving to the poor, reaching out in love to those who are needy, helping others move, distributing goods and services to hurting people… all of these are ways that our hands are employed in blessing others and being an extension of Christ’s hands.  In a bit of an indirect way, this is also a part of the “laying on of hands.”
· The Baptism of the Holy Spirit – In the book of Acts we see this over and over again.  The Baptism of the Holy Spirit is imparted by the laying on of hands by the Disciples.  Ananias laid hands on Paul and he was healed of his blindness and received the Baptism of the Holy Spirit.  Peter, John and Paul are also mentioned as men who would lay their hands on others and they would receive the powerful Baptism of the Holy Spirit.
Acts 8:17-18  (New American Standard Bible)
Then they began laying their hands on them, and they were receiving the Holy Spirit.  18 Now when Simon saw that the Spirit was bestowed through the laying on of the apostles' hands, he offered them money, 19 saying, "Give this authority to me as well, so that everyone on whom I lay my hands may receive the Holy Spirit." 20 But Peter said to him, "May your silver perish with you, because you thought you could obtain the gift of God with money! 

Simon the Sorcerer certainly had the wrong motivation for wanting the power to lay hands on people so that they could receive the Holy Spirit and Peter properly rebuked him… but the fact is that it was obvious to everyone that the gift of the Holy Spirit was being poured out on people through the direct involvement of the leaders of God laying their hands on people and praying for them.
Acts 9:17  (New American Standard Bible)
 And Ananias departed and entered the house, and after laying his hands on him said, "Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on the road by which you were coming, has sent me so that you may regain your sight, and be filled with the Holy Spirit." 
Acts 19:6-7  (New American Standard Bible)
6 And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they began speaking with tongues and prophesying. 7 And there were in all about twelve men. 

· Spiritual Gifts – Sometimes in the New Testament times spiritual gifts were given to people by God when other Christians laid their hands on them and prayed for them.

II Timothy 1:6  (New American Standard Bible)

And for this reason I remind you to kindle afresh the gift of God which is in you through the laying on of my hands. 

I Timothy 4:14  (New American Standard Bible)

Do not neglect the spiritual gift within you, which was bestowed upon you through prophetic utterance with the laying on of hands by the presbytery. 
Paul reminded Timothy that he had been prayed over by the leaders of the church and they had laid hands on him and that he had received a special spiritual gift when they had done that physical act.  Paul also tells the Roman Christians that he wants to physically come to them so that he could be present with them so that he could “impart some spiritual gift to you.” (Romans 1:11)  Now, Paul could pray for the Romans by long distance to receive spiritual gifts from God and he did do that… but there was something precious and powerful about being physically present with them and laying his hands on them and praying for them for a special spiritual gift that meant a lot to Paul. 
· Set Apart for Special Ministry and Missionary Work – The leaders of the Antioch church were told by God to set apart Saul (Paul) and Barnabas for special missionary service.  The leaders fasted, prayed and then commissioned Saul (Paul) and Barnabas by the laying on of hands.
Acts 13:3  (New American Standard Bible)
Then, when they had fasted and prayed and laid their hands on them, they sent them away. 

When the original Deacons of the church were commissioned by the Apostles in Old First Church Jerusalem it involved the laying on of hands as well.  (Acts 6:6)  
Paul also instructs his disciple young Pastor Timothy NOT to “lay hands upon anyone too hastily and thus share responsibility for the sins of others; keep yourself free from sin.”  

(I Timothy 5:22)  The “laying on hands” was a serious matter to Paul and he didn’t want Timothy to do it carelessly or prematurely with young Christians. 
As we study God’s Word carefully we see that in some powerful and wondrous way the laying on of hands by spiritual leaders and other Christians releases and imparts blessings, anointings, empowerments, healings, and the Holy Spirit.  God has chosen to release the power of the Holy Spirit through a number of means including the prayerful, faith-filled act of the laying on of hands. 

This is a privilege, blessing, responsibility and joy for each of us as Disciples of Jesus.  Let us lay hands on one another and pray for each other that God’s Spirit, power, blessing and anointing can be released in our lives for the glory of God, the salvation of souls, the empowering of the Body of Christ and the blessing of many.
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