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Disciple’s Course
Lesson 9

Session 1

Complete Notes
Eternal Judgment
Introduction:  :  The Author to the Hebrews lists in Hebrews 6:1-2 the basic foundational biblical doctrines that make up the “elementary teachings about the Christ.”  In this passage he lists the following topics:

· Repentance from dead works

· Faith towards God

· Instruction about washings or baptisms (water and the Holy Spirit)

· Laying on of hands

· The Resurrection of the dead

· Eternal Judgment

In the previous lessons we have looked at the first five and tonight we want to finish looking at  this brief outline passage.  We will move in our minds to the very end of all things and look at what God’s Word says about the Final Eternal Judgment.  This belief is fundamental and central to our faith.  There really is a Judgment Day that we will all face.  There really is a place called “hell” and there really is a place called “heaven”… and all of us will spend eternity in one of these two places depending on what we did with Jesus Christ.
Key Memory Verse:

Hebrews 12:27  (King James Version)


And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment. 

Objective:  The goal of this lesson is for the Disciple of Jesus to have a clear understanding of the biblical teaching on Eternal Judgment.  
Key Definitions or Concepts:
1.  This great biblical truth regarding the final Judgment of Believers and Unbelievers is closely related to last week’s study on the Resurrection of the dead.  
2.  All of us face a Final Day of Accounting before the Living God.


Romans 14:12  (New American Standard Bible)

So then each one of us shall give account of himself to God. 
3.  While this last point is true… that we will all face a Day of Accounting with our God… the truth of God is that the Final Judgment for Believers and the Final Judgment for Unbelievers are radically different.  To those who die in an unrepentant state of sin without trusting in Christ for 
salvation for their sins… Judgment Day will be the most awful moment of their existence as they are judged by Jesus and sent to the eternal Lake of Fire for everlasting torment.  To those who die who are saved by the Blood of Jesus and who have repented of their sins and been forgiven by our Lord then Judgment Day will be a time of accounting and eternal reward.
4.  While Bible scholars may disagree on the fine points of the details of the Final Judgment there seems to be a clear distinction between the Judgment of Believers before the Judgment Seat of Christ (Romans 14:10-12; I Corinthians 3:10-15; II Corinthians 5:10) and the Great White Throne Judgment of Unbelievers (Revelation 20:11-15).  Some scholars see all of this happening at the Final Judgment… the Great White Throne…all together… Believers and Unbelievers all together in Judgment at the same time.  Others, including this author, see these Judgments as distinct and different events.  In any case, we know what the final outcome is going to be for Believers and Unbelievers and we know WHO the final Judge is going to be.
5.  The end result is going to be this:

· Believers will be rewarded by Christ and welcomed into His Eternal Kingdom of Heaven

· Unbelievers will be cast into the Lake of Fire where they will be in suffering and torment forever.

1.  There really is a place called “hell.”
What does God’s Word teach us about this awful place called “hell?”

We know this about hell:

· It is a real place.  (Matthew 25:41-46)

· It was prepared for the devil and his angels.  (Matthew 25:41)
· It is a place of eternal judgment and everlasting torment.  (Revelation 14:11)

· It is a place of actual fire.  (Matthew 5:22; Revelation 20:11-15; Luke 16:24)
· It is a place of weeping and gnashing of teeth.  (Matthew 13:40-42)

· It is a place of indescribable anguish.  (Matthew 13:49-50)

· It is a place exclusion, outer darkness, and deep remorse.  (Matthew 22:13)

· It is a place of torment, no escape, thirst, no relief, consciousness, regret, agony, memory, vision (you can see heaven), hopelessness, and total anguish.  (Luke 16:19-31)
· It is a place where both the soul and the body are eternally destroyed.  (Matthew 10:28)

· It is a place where people cry out to God day and night. (Luke 16:19-31)

· It is a place where the damned are concerned about their loved ones who are still on earth – and they pray passionately that God will send someone to warn them about this awful place.  (Luke 16:27-31)

· It is a place where there is recognition of people who are in heaven.  (Luke 16:23)

· It is a place of everlasting shame and contempt.  (Daniel 12:2)

· It is called “the second death.”  (Revelation 20:14-15)

· It is a place where there is eternal separation from God.  (Matthew 25:41; II Thessalonians 1:9-10)

According to God’s Word, who is going to spend eternity in hell?

Revelation 20:15  (New American Standard Bible)
And if anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire. 
Revelation 21:8  (New American Standard Bible)
 "But for the cowardly and unbelieving and abominable and murderers and immoral persons and sorcerers and idolaters and all liars, their part will be in the lake that burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death." 

Revelation 22:15  (New American Standard Bible)
 Outside are the dogs (homosexuals) and the sorcerers and the immoral persons and the murderers and the idolaters, and everyone who loves and practices lying. 

Ephesians 5:5-6  (New American Standard Bible)
5 For this you know with certainty, that no immoral or impure person or covetous man, who is an idolater, has an inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God. 6 Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience. 


I Corinthians 6:9-10  (New American Standard Bible)
9 Or do you not know that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate , nor homosexuals, 10 nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers, shall inherit the kingdom of God. 
Matthew 25:31-46  -- tells us that anyone who is unkind does not help the hungry, poor, naked, sick, imprisoned is in danger of hellfire.

Matthew 5:21-28  -- Jesus says that anyone who is angry enough with his “brother” to call him names or anyone who looks on a woman to lust for her… is guilty enough in God’s eyes to go to hell forever.
Hell is a very serious subject.  Listen to Jesus Christ as He tells us to get rid of anything in our lives that would cause us to stumble into sin and go to hell forever.  (Matthew 5:29-30)  And listen to Him as He says these fearful words:

Matthew 10:28  (New American Standard Bible)
"And do not fear those who kill the body, but are unable to kill the soul; but rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell. 
Amazingly, the person who teaches us the most about hell, is Jesus Christ!  He died to save us from this unspeakable, unthinkable reality.
Remarkably, most accurately, “hell” is not the worst place or the last place that the damned Unbelievers go to… there is some place worse… it is called “The Lake of Fire”.  God’s Word says that death and “Hades” (or “hell) are thrown into the Lake of Fire.  That has to be worse than “hell.”  (Revelation 20:14-15)
Praise God, we don’t have to go this awful place.  Jesus Christ died to keep us from going to the Lake of  Fire.

2.  There really is a place called “heaven.”
We don’t know everything that we would like to know about heaven or hell.  But we do know some truths about this wonderful place of glory called “heaven.”

We know this about heaven:

· It is a place where the Believers will spend eternity with their Lord.
· It is a place where God is!
· It is a place of eternal blessings.

· It is a place where there is “fulness of joy and pleasures forever.”  (Psalm 16:11)

· It is a place where there is: a pure river of the water of life, the Tree of Life that bears fruit every month, the throne of God, and the mighty angels of God.  (Revelation 4,5, 21:1,4,23, 22:1-5)

· It is a place where there is no death, tears, mourning, crying or pain.  (Revelation 21:4)

· It is a place where there is no: sea, night, temple, sun, moon, sinners or unclean things or people there, curse, sin, crime, Satan or demons.  (Revelation 21:1, 23, 25; 22:1-5)

· It is a place of unspeakable, indescribable: sounds, light, glory, colors, music, fire, lightning, thunder, delights, wonders, food, spectacles, angels, supernatural beings, choirs, rewards, blessings, pleasures, structures, jewels and gems… and best of all, it is where our Lord reigns supreme! (The Book of Revelation) 

· It is the place of reunion with our dearly departed loved ones.

· It is where we will fully know and be fully known.

· It is GLORY!

3.  There really is going to be a Final Judgment!
We are all going to stand before our Lord and give a full and complete accounting of our lives.

The word “judge” has a number of meanings including: 

“to separate”  

“to make a distinction between”

“to exercise judgment upon”


“to estimate”

“to call to account”

“to bring into question”

“to judge judiciously”

“to try as a judge”

“to bring to trial”

“to sentence”

“to be brought to account”

“to administer government over”

“to govern”

All of this is going to happen on “Judgment Day.”
God’s Final Eternal Judgment is called by various descriptive names in God’s Word including:
· “the day of God’s wrath, when His righteous judgment will be revealed” (Romans 2:15)
· “the great and terrible day of the LORD”  (Malachi 4:5)
· “the great day of wrath” of the Lamb (Jesus) and of Him (God Almighty) who sits on the throne.  (Revelation 6:16-17)
· “the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men”  (II Peter 3:7)
· other phrases might be:  “The Day of the LORD”  “the Great White Throne”  “The Last Day”  
We do know this for sure:

Acts 17:30-31  (New American Standard Bible)
30 "Therefore having overlooked the times of ignorance, God is now declaring to men that all everywhere should repent, 31 because He has fixed a day in which He will judge the world in righteousness through a Man whom He has appointed, having furnished proof to all men by raising Him from the dead." (That “Man”, of course, is Jesus Christ our Lord.)
Judgment Day, according to God’s Word is a terrifying thing. 


Isaiah 2:20-21  (New American Standard Bible)
20 In that day men will cast away to the moles and the bats their idols of silver and their idols of gold, which they made for themselves to worship, 21 In order to go into the caverns of the rocks and the clefts of the cliffs, before the terror of the LORD and the splendor of His majesty, when He arises to make the earth tremble. 
Hebrews 10:31  (New American Standard Bible)
It is a terrifying thing to fall into the hands of the living God. 

Praise the Lord, because of Jesus – Believers can face Judgment Day without fear in their hearts because of  the grace and forgiveness and love of  Jesus.  

I John 4:17-18  (New American Standard Bible)
17 By this, love is perfected with us, that we may have confidence in the day of judgment; because as He is, so also are we in this world. 18 There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves punishment, and the one who fears is not perfected in love. 

4.  Jesus Christ is the Final Judge on Judgment Day!
John 5:22-25  (New American Standard Bible)
"For not even the Father judges anyone, but He has given all judgment to the Son, 23 in order that all may honor the Son, even as they honor the Father. He who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent Him. 24 "Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed out of death into life. 


Acts 10:42  (New American Standard Bible)
"And He (Jesus) ordered us to preach to the people, and solemnly to testify that this is the One (Jesus) who has been appointed by God as Judge of the living and the dead.” 
See also:  Acts 17:31; Matthew 25:31-46; Romans 2:16; II Corinthians 5:10; II Timothy 4:1.  All of these passages teach us that Jesus is going to be the Final Judge.

Jesus will judge impartially and with love.  Jesus is our Friend, Lover and Savior.  For the Christian this may be a sad time of regret, as we see how little we did for Jesus that actually lasted through the fires of His judgment.  In the end, though, we are forgiven, accepted, blessed, and received into His embrace because of His shed Blood that we believed in and the fact that we trusted Him for our salvation.
5.  All Believers will stand before the great Judgment Seat of Christ to give an account for the things done in the body (while we were alive here on earth).


Romans 14:10-12  (New American Standard Bible)
10 But you, why do you judge your brother? Or you again, why do you regard your brother with contempt? For we shall all stand before the judgment seat of God. 11 For it is written, "AS I LIVE, SAYS THE LORD, EVERY KNEE SHALL BOW TO ME, 
AND EVERY TONGUE SHALL GIVE PRAISE TO GOD." 12 So then each one of us shall give account of himself to God. 


I Corinthians 3:10-15  (New American Standard Bible)
10 According to the grace of God which was given to me, as a wise master builder I laid a foundation, and another is building upon it. But let each man be careful how he builds upon it. 11 For no man can lay a foundation other than the one which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12 Now if any man builds upon the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, 13 each man's work will become evident; for the day will show it, because it is to be revealed with fire; and the fire itself will test the quality of each man's work. 14 If any man's work which he has built upon it 
remains, he shall receive a reward. 15 If any man's work is burned up, he shall suffer loss; but he himself shall be saved, yet so as through fire. 
II Corinthians 5:10  (New American Standard Bible)
For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad. 

Our accounting before Jesus Christ, as Believers, is going to be a time of close, personal inspection and accounting.  Jesus will be our loving, understanding, compassionate Judge but it will not necessarily be an “easy” time before His searching eyes.  It is at the Judgment Seat of Christ that Believers will have their “works” of ministry tested by fire.  Many will weep as they see the worthless, useless activities of  their earthly lives “burned up” by the fire of His Judgment.  Only the things that we have done to invest in souls and the Gospel’s sake will last on that Day of  Reckoning.  
Our sins have been judged at the cross of Christ…but our life of activities will be judged, good and bad, before the Judgment Seat of Christ.  The word here for “Judgment Seat” is the Greek word “bema” which means “high place” or  trophy stand… like at the Olympics where the medals and trophies are awarded.  It is here that we will receive various crowns that we will later cast down at the feet of Jesus Himself.  We are given rewards and accolades by our Lord for the work that we have done for Him.  
The crowns mentioned in Scripture include:

· The crown of righteousness – given to Believers who were faithful to the end and who looked forward to the return of Christ.  (II Timothy 4:7-8)

· The crown of life – given to Believers who persevere under trial and continue to love Jesus anyway.  (James 1:12; Revelation 2:10)

· The crown of glory – given to faithful shepherds (pastors and Life Group leaders and Disciplers) who lovingly and faithfully take care of God’s people and mentor them and shepherd them in their Christian life.  (I Peter 5:1-4)
· The imperishable crown – given to Christians who run the race with patience and self-control and hang in there and finish strong.  (I Corinthians 9:24-27)

The Book of Revelation is full of crowns that Believers are wearing and casting down before Jesus.  These are only a part of the rewards for the Believers that will be given to us at the Judgment Seat of Christ.

6.  All Unbelievers will be resurrected and stand before Jesus Christ at the Great White Throne Judgment.  


Revelation 20:11-15  (New American Standard Bible)
11 And I saw a great white throne and Him who sat upon it, from whose presence earth and heaven fled away, and no place was found for them. 12 And I saw the dead, the great and the small, standing before the throne, and books were opened; and another book was opened, which is the book of life; and the dead were judged from the things which were written in the books, according to their deeds. 13 And the sea gave up the dead which were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead which
were in them; and they were judged, every one of them according to their deeds. 14 And death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, 
the lake of fire. 15 And if anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire. 

This is the Final Judgment of all Unbelievers of all of the ages. Death and Hades (“hell”) give up all of the dead unrighteous.  Jesus called this event “the resurrection of judgment” (or condemnation) (John 5:29)  God sits on the throne in the person of the Lord Jesus Christ.  The 
guilty unrepentant sinners stand before the Lord whom they rejected.  The books are then opened.  These are the books that have recorded every thought, every motive, every action, every word of every Unbeliever.  Because their sins have not been forgiven and forgotten by God, all of these sins speak in judgment and provide the evidence for eternal judgment, damnation and condemnation.  The Lake of Fire awaits all of these.  Their words spoken on earth are all heard 

and their words condemn them.  (Matthew 12:37)  Thoughts are judged. Motives are weighed. Lust and pride and anger is all revealed.  Every secret is made known.  All of this speaks in judgment and the damned judge themselves unworthy to enter God’s heaven.  We can’t imagine how awful and terrifying it is going to be for those who have rejected Christ on that Great Day.
God’s Word indicates that there may be different degrees of  punishment in the Lake of Fire.  See: Matthew 10:14-15; 11:22; Mark 12:38-40; Luke 12:47-48; Hebrews 10:29 
May God help us to live with the reality of eternity and Eternal Judgment in our hearts and minds.  People that we know and love will spend forever…in one of these two places.  God help us to pray, work, cry out to God, witness, disciple and do everything that we can do to make it possible for someone else to miss hell and go to heaven with us for all of eternity.  May we never forget that we are going to stand before God someday and give an accounting for everything that He gave us.  

The ultimate goal is to please our Lord and to hear Him say our name someday and welcome us into His eternal heaven as He says, 

“WELL DONE, GOOD AND FAITHFUL SERVANT!

ENTER INTO THE JOY OF YOUR MASTER!”
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