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Disciple’s Course
Lesson 5

Session 1

Complete Notes
Faith Towards God

Introduction:  Hebrews 6:1 reminds us that the foundation of elementary teaching about Jesus involves an understanding about the great subject of faith.  “Faith towards God” is essential for our salvation and it is absolutely vital in our walk with the LORD and in our growth as Disciples.  As Disciples we are learning more and more what it means to walk in faith towards God.  This lesson is devoted to helping all of us grow in our understanding and exercise of godly faith.
Key Memory Verse:

Hebrews 11:6  (New American Standard Bible)
And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him. 

Objective:  The goal of this lesson is to help the Disciple of Jesus grow in their knowledge and understanding of how faith towards God is essential in their life in Christ.  The goal of this lesson is also to give the Disciple practical guidelines in how to grow their faith towards God.  
Key Definitions or Concepts:
1. Faith follows repentance.  “Repentance from dead works” comes first. (Hebrews 6:1)  This means that we “change our mind” about trying to please God by doing good works.  We repent or change from trying to win favor with God through doing good things.  We repent of our sins and we turn to faith in God.  Repentance focuses on us…and our need to get right with our Holy Heavenly Father.  Faith shifts our focus onto the Living God who loves us so much and who is worthy of our trust and confidence.
2. We turn (repent) from “dead works” and turn to our Great God.

3.  The definition of the word “faith” = “firm persuasion”.  It means having trust in someone or something.  It means that you are firmly persuaded that you can put your trust or confidence in someone and their word.  You believe that they will keep their word to you. You know in your “knower” that they will do what they told you they will do.  You trust their heart and their character.  You believe in their nature.  You KNOW that they will not let you down.
4.  We have a classic definition of faith in Hebrews 11:1


Hebrews 11:1  (New American Standard Bible)

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 
Other translations of this same verse add some light on what faith is:

Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.  
(NIV)

 What is faith? It is the confident assurance that something we want is going to happen. It is the certainty that what we hope for is waiting for us, even though we cannot see it up ahead.  (The Living Bible)

The fundamental fact of existence is that this trust in God, this faith, is the firm foundation under everything that makes life worth living. It's our handle on what we can't see.   (Message)
Faith means being sure of the things we hope for and knowing that something is real even if we do not see it.   (NCV)
Now faith is the assurance (the confirmation, the title deed) of the things [we] hope for, being the proof of things [we] do not see and the conviction of their reality [faith perceiving as real fact what is not revealed to the senses].  (Amplified)
5.  Faith is not just “hoping” or “wishing” for something.  It is the inner conviction that we have from the Holy Spirit that God is doing something and that we will indeed see it soon.
6.  Faith is a gift from God.  (Romans 12:3)  God the Holy Spirit gives us the ability to believe God.  Grace is a gift from God.  Faith is also a gift from God.  (Ephesians 2:8)

1.  The Importance of Faith
· As we have already seen from our Key Verse at the top without faith it is impossible to please God.  Hebrews 11:6

· Without faith we cannot be saved at all.  Ephesians 2:8-9

· Without faith we will receive nothing from God.

James 1:5-7  (New American Standard Bible)
5 But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all men generously and without reproach, and it will be given to him. 6 But let him ask in faith without any doubting, for the one who doubts is like the surf of the sea driven and tossed by the wind. 7 For let not that man expect that he will receive anything from the Lord, 

· Our faith will determine so much!  Listen to what Jesus says:
Matthew 9:27-29  (New American Standard Bible)
 27 And as Jesus passed on from there, two blind men followed Him, crying out, and saying, "Have mercy on us, Son of David!" 28 And after He had come into the house, the blind men came up to Him, and Jesus * said to them, 
"Do you believe that I am able to do this?" They * said to Him, "Yes, Lord." 29 Then He touched their eyes, saying, "Be it done to you according to your faith." 
Matthew 17:19-21  (New American Standard Bible)
19 Then the disciples came to Jesus privately and said, "Why could we not cast it out?" 20 And He said to them, "Because of the littleness of your faith; for truly I say to you, if you have faith as a mustard seed, you shall say to this mountain, 'Move from here to there,' and it shall move; and nothing shall be impossible to you. 21 "But this kind does not go out except by prayer and fasting." 

Matthew 21:20-22  (New American Standard Bible)
20 And seeing this, the disciples marveled, saying, "How did the fig tree wither at once?" 21 And Jesus answered and said to them, "Truly I say to you, if you have faith, and do not doubt, you shall not only do what was done to the fig tree, but even if you say to this mountain, 'Be taken up and cast into the sea,' it shall happen. 22 "And all things you ask in prayer, believing, you shall receive." 

Mark 4:40  (New International Version)
 He said to his disciples, "Why are you so afraid? Do you still have no faith?" 
Mark 6:5-6 (New American Standard Bible)
5 And He could do no miracle there except that He laid His hands upon a few sick people and healed them. 6 And He wondered at their unbelief. 



Mark 10:51-52  (New American Standard Bible)
51 And answering him, Jesus said, "What do you want Me to do for you?" And the blind man said to Him, "Rabboni , I want to regain my sight!" 52 And Jesus said to him, "Go your way; your faith has made you well." And immediately he regained his sight and began following Him on the road. 



Mark 11:22-24  (New American Standard Bible)
22 And Jesus * answered saying to them, "Have faith in God. 23 "Truly I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, 'Be taken up and cast into the sea,' and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that what he says is going to happen, it shall be granted him. 24 "Therefore I say to you, all things for which you pray and ask, believe that you have received them, and they shall be granted you. 
From these passages we learn from our LORD that:

· Doubt shuts off the supply of God’s blessings.

· Doubt ties the hands of God.  Unbelief is a sin!  Unbelief is a wicked decision of the will.
· The way we use our faith either limits God or allows Him to work the miracle He wants to work!

· We all have faith… it is a matter of focusing our faith on the ONE who is deserving of our trust.  It is not a GREAT faith in God that accomplishes the miracle, rather, it is a 
constant, unwavering, firm faith in a GREAT GOD!!  Too many think that it is faith in faith… or faith in our prayers… or faith in some spiritual “formula”… it is FAITH TOWARDS GOD… or FAITH IN GOD!
· Faith has been given to us all by God, to some measure or another, that is why it is so offensive to God and such an insult to God when we do not direct our faith or focus it on the ONE WHO HAS NEVER LIED!  Essentially, doubt is calling God a “liar”.  God gives us all faith.  We have all the faith that we need.  All of us 

have at least a “mustard’s seed” portion of faith.  In fact, we all have a lot of faith. Faith is a gift of God.  It is His job to give us faith.  It is our job to turn that faith towards God.
· Faith in God allows God to work wonders in our lives.

· The life of faith = the life of praise and thanksgiving, in advance!
· We are rebuked for doubting.

· We are blessed and praised for having faith in God.

· We are commanded to have faith in God.  For the Disciple, it is not an option or a suggestion… it is a COMMAND from our LORD!

· Nothing is impossible with God.  Faith can secure anything in the Universe that God wants to give us!  Nothing is impossible!
· Faith is saying:  

God CAN do it!  

God WANTS to do it!  

God WILL do it! 

God WILL do it for ME…NOW!

2.  How To Develop, Exercise And Grow Your Faith Towards God

· Get into the Word of God!
The more you know God and His Word the more you will trust Him!  The more you know of  His heart, character, nature, past performances, promises, love and priorities – the more you will love and trust Him!  You simply can’t trust someone that you don’t know very well.  As you look long and deeply into God’s Word you will see God’s love, faithfulness, power, greatness, covenants, blessings, wisdom, foresight, passions…and you will grow to love Him more and more and trust Him totally. Your faith will grow in direct proportion to your involvement with God’s Word.  The Holy Spirit builds faith in our hearts by means of God’s Word. 
Nothing builds faith like memorizing the great promises of God that we find in Scripture.  
Memorize and review the promises that pertain to your situation and your need.  Watch 
what happens to your faith as you quote and re-quote God’s great promises!

· Cultivate a listening heart for the Voice of Christ through His Holy Spirit.
The more you listen to the Spirit speaking… the more you will hear the voice of Christ speaking directly to you.  The more you hear the specific word of Christ for you the more your faith will grow.

Romans 10:17  (New American Standard Bible)
So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ. 
Note:  the word for “word” in this last verse is the Greek word “rhematos” which means “specific word” (as opposed to the word “logos” which generally refers to the written Word of God or to Jesus Christ Himself, as in John 1)
· Spend more time talking and listening to God in prayer.
You can’t learn to trust someone unless you really know them.  You can’t get to know someone on any kind of intimate level unless you talk and listen to them.  This is what prayer is.  A Disciple is someone who is spending more and more time talking and listening to Jesus.  The more you pray – the more your faith will grow.  The more you listen to Jesus – the more your faith will develop and grow.

· Spend more time with people who walk in faith and who are growing and exercising their faith in Jesus.

We become like the people that we spend a lot of time with…so spend more time with people who are growing and moving in dynamic faith towards God.  Pray with them.  Your faith will grow as you listen to how they pray with passion, fervency, hope, faith and trust in the promises of God.

· Surrender completely to the leading of the Holy Spirit and to the will of God.
Decide ahead of time to believe God’s Word and commit yourself to obeying God.  Declare your trust in God and His Word.  Proclaim your faith in God’s faithfulness and His promises.  Yield your will to Jesus everyday.

· Obey – Do the last thing that God told you to do.
Faith grows and develops as you obey.  Obedience causes us to grow in the knowledge of our God and that causes our faith to expand and develop.

John 14:21  (New American Standard Bible)

"He who has My commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves Me; and he who loves Me shall be loved by My Father, and I will love him, and will disclose Myself to him." 
John 14:23  (New American Standard Bible)
Jesus answered and said to him, "If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him, and make Our abode with him 
As we obey our LORD we can see from these passages that Jesus will further disclose Himself to us and the Holy Trinity comes to us and makes their “abode” with us.  This can only cause our faith to become strong and robust.
· Exercise your faith muscles.
Faith is like a muscle.  It grows and expands and gets strong with exercise and exertion.  Allow God to put you in the place where if God’s Word is true – you will be blessed and if God’s Word is not true – then you will be wiped out!  Your faith will grow as you watch God keep His Word.  Expect God to take you from one faith challenge to a greater one.  Praise Him that He is trusting you with a new challenge that requires more faith and trust in Him.  God is growing your faith muscles.
· Act on the faith that you have.
Don’t act on somebody else’s faith.  Live by the measure of faith that God has given you.  In response to God’s clear promises to you… do something.  Get moving. Move out. Step out in obedience.  Act.  Begin to act like you would if God had already come through on whatever it is that you are asking Him to do for you. Thank Him in advance for His provision and His answers.  When you know that you are praying the prayers that God wants to answer… then thank Him profusely.  This is acting on the faith that you have.  Mark 11:24; I John 5:14-15

· Ask for boldness in your faith.
The first Apostles and the Apostle Paul repeatedly asked God to give them boldness.  You can do the same. Make it a matter of prayer that God will embolden you in your faith.  Ask for boldness.  The Word says that the righteous are “bold as a lion!”  Proverbs 28:1; Acts 4:29-30; Ephesians 6:19
· Ask for God to help you to activate the faith you have. 
In prayer, ask God to activate that “mustard seed” size faith that is in you and to cause it to grow and expand and bear much fruit for our Father’s glory.  Ask God to put you in situations that demand that you “faith it out”.  Then look out.  Brace yourself!  God will do just that!  The stress will be on, your flesh will squeal, but your faith will grow as you hang in there and trust God anyway!  
· Ask for the gift of Faith. 
According to I Corinthians 12:9 – Faith is one of the gifts of the Spirit.  Paul tells us that we should earnestly desire the “greater gifts” (I Corinthians 12:31; 14:1)  That means that we can boldly ask God for spiritual gifts that we don’t have.  Go ahead and ask God to give you the gift of Faith!  Again, don’t be surprised or
whine when He answers your prayer by putting you in a situation that is going to demand raw faith!  Most Christians want to see a lot more miracles… but most Christians don’t want to actually NEED a miracle!  God will engineer 
circumstances where you are going to desperately NEED miracles.  As you pray specifically for miracles and dare to believe God for His provision and supernatural deliverance God will specifically answer your cries and your faith will GROW! 
· Confess the sin of unbelief and repent of it.
Call unbelief and doubt what it really is – a sin.  It is an offense against God and an insult against the One who loves you so much.  Confess it, repent of it, and ask God to cleanse you from it!  I John 1:9
· Read biographies of great men and women of faith.
God will use the true life stories of men and women who went deep with God and dared to take God up on His Word to cause your faith to be stretched, challenged, encouraged and blessed.  You will meet some amazing people from history who simply believed the Book of God and expected God to keep His promises.  As you read how the LORD faithfully kept His promises to these ordinary men and women who believed in an extraordinary God your faith will expand and be nourished in the faithfulness of God.
· Keep a Journal of Answers to Prayer.
Nothing will cause your faith to grow like keeping an on-going record or log of God’s miracles, faithfulness, blessings, and answers to prayer.  When you look back over your life and re-read the accounts of God’s goodness, provision, protection, healings and deliverances in your life – your faith will swell with hope in our Good God.  You faith will take on brand new courage as you remember and recount and rejoice in God’s Past Perfect Performance on your behalf!
· Experience more and more of God’s faithfulness.
As you move in further steps of obedience (which is actually faith in action) you will experience more and more of God’s faithfulness, and as that happens, you will find yourself growing in more and more dynamic, thrilling faith.  Step into the arena of faith where you are praying for healing, miracles, signs, wonders and other gifts – on behalf of needy or unsaved people – and praise God, in advance, for how He is going to answer your prayers.  As you see more and more of God’s power and dynamic energy at work in your life and the lives of those you love, you will grow exponentially in your faith.  When the Disciples saw the miracles of Jesus – their faith grew and they believed!  John 2:11; 11:15; Acts 8:5-13
· Imitate the faith of those who have spoken the Word of God to you.
God knows that we all need role models and examples to follow that is why the LORD prompted the writer to the Hebrews to write:

Hebrews 13:7  (New American Standard Bible)
Remember those who led you, who spoke the word of God to you; and considering the result of their conduct, imitate their faith.

· Remember God’s past faithfulness and major on praise to the LORD
Praise is the language of faith.  Thanksgiving today, in advance, is a part of seeing God’s great work on our behalf in the days ahead.  We are to make our requests 

known to God with thanksgiving!  Major on praise.  Praise expands our faith. Worship and thanksgiving grow our faith in profound ways.  Praise God profusely for how He had blessed you in the past.  Honor your God. Thank Him mightily for what He has promised to do for you and for how He has kept His Word to you in the past.  Rejoice in your LORD always!  Pray without ceasing!  In everything give thanks!   This is God’s will for you and this is God’s way to grow your faith!

When you remember, celebrate and recount what God did for you yesterday it will give you hope and joy and faith for whatever you are facing today or tomorrow!   Philippians 4:6; I Thessalonians 5:16-18

· Ask God to help you to truly live by faith and have real “faith towards God”.
Romans 1:17  (New American Standard Bible)
The righteous shall live by faith!
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