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Disciple’s Course

Lesson 13
Sessions 1 & 2
Disciples of Jesus
Introduction:  Jesus Christ, the Genius of the Universe, knew that He had only one shot, one chance of  making the maximum impact on earth for God and righteousness while He was here.  Patiently, He waited and waited until He was around 30 years old, and then, only when He was prompted by the Holy Spirit did He move out and begin His public ministry.  He knew that God the Father had chosen Him to give His life to save the world.  He would never deviate from that calling or mission.  He also knew that He had a very limited time to make whatever impact He was going to make on the maximum number of people possible – before the Father would take Him home to heaven.  
So, Jesus chose the best methodology possible for maximum impact in the shortest amount of time.  He would preach and teach to the masses.  He would heal and bless as many as He could.  But He would focus the majority of  His time and attention on a few – twelve to be exact – twelve Disciples who would become Apostles (“The Sent Ones”).  He would trust to these twelve His: message, vision, passion, heart, and His methodology.  And then He would trust them to do exactly what He had done: preach, teach, heal and pour their lives into a select faithful few who would become Disciples of  Jesus as well.  The process would continue, the multiplication would slowly take place, and the world would be “turned upside” right within the lifetime of those original 12.  What a bold and powerful plan.  Amazingly, it worked!  This is what He has called us to do as well.  We are becoming His Devoted Disciples and we are going to repeat the process with others and we will make Disciples of  Jesus – like He did! 
Key Memory Verse:

Matthew 10:25  (New American Standard Bible)

It is enough for the disciple that he become as his teacher 

Objective:  The goal of this lesson is to give the student an overview of exactly what the Bible says that a Disciple of  Jesus is and what Disciples actually do with and for their Lord.
Key Definitions or Concepts:

1.  Let us remind ourselves of some key concepts that we learned at the start of this course.
The word “Disciple” means:  “a disciplined learner”.  They were extremely committed and devoted to their Master, the Lord Jesus Christ.  They left everything to be with Him day and night.  They would be slandered and persecuted along with Jesus.  They totally identified with Him.  They were true students of their Teacher.  They listened intently every day to Him.  He corrected them and questioned them.  He spent a lot of time with them.  They devoted their days and nights to Him. They would give their lives to Jesus and it would cost them everything, including their very lives! 

Discipleship involved personal allegiance to Jesus expressed in following Him closer than other Followers or Believers and giving Him exclusive loyalty.  Mark 8:34-38; Luke 14:26-33

Great philosophers and moral teachers like Plato, Socrates, Aristotle, Gamaliel and others had their disciples as well in the ancient world.  Disciples would leave their homes and attach themselves to their teacher only after he had hand-chosen them and invited them to be in his elite inner circle of choice scholars. 

In Israel, the greatest Rabbis or teachers would have their faithful disciples that they had called out from the crowds that they taught to be their “disciplined learners” who would diligently study after them and train to become like them.
In Jesus’ day it was a tremendous honor to be chosen by a great Rabbi to be His disciple.  Only the “best of the best” were typically chosen.  If you were chosen by a great Rabbi to be their disciple it was because they thought that you had the “right stuff” to become just like them someday.  This was the cultural background that set the stage for Jesus calling forth His Disciples… His original 12. That’s why Jesus would say in John 15:16 to His Disciples – “You didn’t choose Me, but I chose you…” 

Disciples in that day would do everything they could to spend as much time with their Master as possible.  They wanted to learn everything they could about him and they fervently, passionately wanted to be like him in heart, wisdom, teaching, actions, and character.  Their passion was to become like their Master and to spend the rest of their lives spreading his message to everyone.
 

Jesus has called you from the crowd of Believers and Followers to be His Disciple!  He believes that you have what it takes to become like Him and even do the works that He did and greater works!  He believes that by the power of the Holy Spirit He can make you into a Disciple!  Jesus is never wrong!  He knows that He has enough power, wisdom, and skill to make you into a true Disciple of Jesus.

2.  Disciples do everything that Followers do and a whole lot more!  
Disciples do more than follow… they are disciplined learners.  They are students of their Master.  They memorize His words.  They emulate His life.  They want to be like Jesus in everyway. They spend even more time with Jesus than most Followers or Believers.  They are disciplined in their studies and they have opened themselves up for the Master’s discipline in their life.  They have given Him the right to speak into their heart and correct them or discipline them about anything. 

3.  Matthew 28:20 tells us that Disciples of Jesus do everything that He told us to do!  Everything!  This is their goal and their desire.  They want to please Jesus in everything.  They want to obey Him in everything.  They want to study His life and His words and spend time with Him so that He can speak into their hearts.

Disciples know that they cannot become DiscipleMakers of Jesus until they are first Disciples themselves!  You cannot reproduce something that you are not.  We teach what we know but we reproduce what we are!  DiscipleMakers of Jesus have to first be Disciples of Jesus themselves!

4.  The first priority and passion of a faithful Disciple of  Jesus is to become like Jesus in every way and to daily disciple after their Lord, Master, Teacher and Savior Jesus Christ.  Jesus is their passion and primary preoccupation. True Disciples of  Jesus make major time commitments to sit at the feet of their Lord and learn of  Him and listen to Him. 
5.  It is not uncommon for Disciples of  Jesus to “tithe their time” – that is giving Jesus at least a tenth of their time each week (16-17 hours) in: 

· personally meeting with Him daily in prayer, worship, and the Word of God

· studying and being taught to be a Disciple of  Jesus 

· ministry to others

· large and small group meetings of  Believers

· discipling others

Many Disciples of  Jesus give a whole lot more time to Him than this.

6.  According to the dictionary, a disciple is “one who accepts the discipline and doctrine of another and spreads their teaching of their Master.  A disciple is a convinced adherent of a school or individual.”

7.  A Disciple of  Jesus:

· believes Jesus’ teaching

· rests on His Sacrifice

· drinks deeply of His Spirit

· imitates His example in: life, holiness, preaching, teaching, healing, casting out demons, healing the sick, methodology and DiscipleMaking.

From God’s Word we get a fairly clear picture of what Disciples of Jesus are and what they actually do
The Disciples in the Bible:

1. Met daily with Jesus and listened to Him and dialogued with Him.  They spent a lot of time with Jesus.  They were intimate with Him.  Matthew 26:18; Mark 14:14; Luke 22:11

2. Were known for their passion for God and their compassion, commitment, and fervent love (Greek word for love = agape) for other Christians.  
John 13:34-35  (New American Standard Bible)

34 "A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you, that you also love one another. 35 "By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another."
3. Were abiding in Jesus tightly, were abiding in His Word daily, were allowing His Word to abide in them and they were abiding in His love.
John 15:1-10  (New American Standard Bible)

  1 "I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. 2 "Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit, He takes away; and every branch that bears fruit, He prunes it, that it may bear more fruit. 3 "You are already clean because of the word which I have spoken to you. 4 "Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, so neither can you, unless you abide in Me. 5 "I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me, and I in him, he bears much fruit; for apart from Me you can do nothing. 6 "If anyone does not abide in Me, he is thrown away as a branch, and dries up; and they gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned. 7 "If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it shall be done for you. 8 "By this is My Father glorified, that you bear much fruit, and so prove to be My disciples. 9 "Just as the Father has loved Me, I have also loved you; abide in My love. 10 "If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love; just as I have kept My Father's commandments, and abide in His love. 



John 8:31  (New American Standard Bible)


If you abide in My word, then you are truly disciples of Mine; 

4. Bring great glory to God bearing much fruit for Him.  John 15:8
5. Love Jesus so much that, almost in comparison, it might seem to others that they “hate” their closest family members and even their own life.  Disciples of Jesus realize that Jesus said that they can’t be His Disciples without this exclusive loyalty to Him.

Luke 14:26  (New American Standard Bible)

If anyone comes to Me, and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be My disciple 

6. “Carry their own cross and come after” Jesus… to death if necessary.

Luke 14:27  (New American Standard Bible)

Whoever does not carry his own cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple. 

7. Give up the right to their possessions.  They give up the ownership of all of their “stuff” and they transfer ownership of everything that they own over to the Lord.  Disciples of Jesus realize that unless they do this they can’t be Disciples of  Jesus.

Luke 14:33  (New American Standard Bible)

So therefore, no one of you can be My disciple who does not give up all his own possessions 

8. Begin to resemble their Lord more and more.  They act like Him. They think like Him. They pray like He prays.  They love and forgive like He does.  They have compassion for others like He does.  They react and respond like He does.  They worship like He does.  They serve others like He does.  They speak like He speaks.  They listen like He does.

9. In addition to being disciplined learners of  Jesus and after Jesus – they allow Jesus to speak into their hearts and discipline them any way that He wants to.

10.  Were given by Jesus His delegated authority to cast out demons, heal the sick, raise the dead, preach and teach His Gospel – and they did it!  Matthew 10:1, 7-8; Luke 9:1; 10:1-9, 19-20.
11.  Were not above their Teacher but they knew that He said that they would become like Him.  Matthew 10:24-25

12.  Realize that there is a special reward given to those who will bless others “in the name of a disciple.”

Matthew 10:42  (New American Standard Bible)

And whoever in the name of a disciple gives to one of these little ones even a cup of cold water to drink, truly I say to you he shall not lose his reward." 

13.  By God’s grace and by His powerful Holy Spirit, the Disciples of Jesus made many, many more Disciples.  Acts 6:1
14.  Didn’t take forever to become a Disciple of Jesus.  In Acts 9:26 Paul is called a Disciple of Jesus in the same chapter that he came to Christ!

15.  The original 12 Disciples of Jesus were all male, but by the book of Acts, and even other places in the Gospels, women were called Disciples of  Jesus.  Acts 9:36 
16.  Were a reflection on Jesus.  Matthew 12:2

17.  Were told that because they did the will of God that they became His “mother”, “sisters” and “brothers.”    Matthew 12:46-50
18.   Received special instructions and interpretations from Jesus that everybody else didn’t get.  Matthew 13:36

19.  Freely received from Jesus and then they freely gave whatever He gave to them to others who needed it.  Matthew 10:8; 14:19

20.  Were harshly judged and criticized by people and leaders who didn’t love or appreciate Jesus.  Disciples of  Jesus know that they will be criticized for their love, allegiance and obedience to Jesus.  Matthew 15:2  
21.  Received from Jesus special attention and coaching including: warnings, rebukes, correction, “inside” information, unique blessings, phenomenal authority and power.

22.  Were willing to go with Jesus wherever He went and to follow Him to their deaths if necessary.  John 11:16

23.  Go where Jesus goes and they spend a lot of time with Him.  John 2:2

24.  Love each other like Jesus loves them.  John 13:34-35

25.  Enjoy intimate times of fellowship, food and worship with Jesus.  Matthew 26:18; 

Mark 4:14; Luke 22:11   
26.  Got questioned very frequently by their Lord and Teacher.  Matthew 9:11

27.  Were told by Jesus to cry out to the Lord of the Harvest (that’s the Holy Spirit) to send  

out more workers into His harvest – to harvest more souls!  Matthew 9:28

28.  Were promised that they would be treated like Jesus was treated and that they would be 

called worse things than Jesus was called.  Matthew 10:25; John 15:18-21; 16:1-4

29.  Were given instructions by Jesus and were sent by Him to do menial tasks at points.  
They are told by Jesus what to do and they obey immediately.  Matthew 11:1-2; 14:22    
30.  Would see and experience miracles, signs and wonders and other unusual supernatural things that others didn’t get to see or experience.  Matthew 14:26

31.   Would sometimes not understand their Lord and at points they would not share His heart, compassion, values, or perspective on people and things.  Jesus would have to correct them and teach them.  Matthew 15:23

32.  Sometimes they were told to do things by Jesus that was counter-intuitive and that “didn’t make sense” from a human point of  view.  But as they obeyed Him – they would see His phenomenal workings and they would be glad that they had obeyed Him.  Matthew 16:20   
33.  Jesus shares His “secrets” with His Disciples.  Jesus would reveal His nature and agenda to His close Disciples.  Matthew 16:21

34.  Deny themselves daily, take up their cross and follow Jesus further.  Matthew 16:24

35.  Sometimes saw and heard supernatural things that scared them.  Matthew 17:6

36.  Were allowed to question Jesus about things that they didn’t understand.  Matthew 17:10, 19; 18:1

37.  Sometimes failed to cast out demons.  Matthew 17:16

38.  Talk over their failures with Jesus.  Matthew 17:19

39.  Sometimes they missed Jesus’ heart and priorities completely.  Matthew 19:13

40.  Obey Jesus to the letter and when they do – they are glad that they did.  Matthew 21:16      

41.  Continued to be amazed by Jesus.  Matthew 21:20

42.  Received insights into the last days and the Return of Christ.  Matthew 24:3

43.  Sometimes misunderstood the heart and motives of other Followers of Jesus.  

Matthew 26:8        

44.  Inquired of Jesus about specifics for the next steps of obedience.  Matthew 26:17

45.  Shared in His “body and blood.”  Matthew 26:20

46.  Are willing to die for Jesus.  Matthew 26:35

47.  Don’t always understand why Jesus does what He does and why He doesn’t do things that they think He should.  Matthew 26:51-54

48.  Were instructed by Jesus on even the specifics… “Sit here while I go over there and pray.”  Matthew 26:36

49.  Sometimes failed their Lord and slept when they should have been praying.  

Matthew 26:40 
50. Were loved by Jesus to the end.  John 13:1

51.  Were confronted by Jesus in their failures.  Matthew 26:45

52.  Were sharply rebuked by Jesus for “their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they had not believed those who had been seen Him after He had risen.”  Mark 16:14

53.  At points frustrated Jesus, disappointed Him and deserted Him.  Matthew 26:56   
54.  Sometimes get special messages and instructions from God.  Matthew 28:7-8

55.  Go where Jesus tells them to go even if it means great inconvenience and a long journey. At times Jesus would assign them to go to specific locations and they obeyed Him.
Matthew 28:16

56. Are questioned by others about Jesus.  Mark 2:16

57.  Fast at times.  Mark 2:20

58.  Sometimes the Disciples of Jesus got Jesus in trouble with His enemies because of what they had done.  Mark 2:23-28

59.  Helped Jesus in the details and logistics of His ministry.  Mark 3:9

60.  Have spiritual truths and realities explained to them by Jesus in private.  Mark 4:34

61.  Are given provisions by Jesus to serve to His needy people.  Mark 8:6

62.  Jesus “gets in the boat” of His Disciples.  Mark 8:10

63.  Jesus rebukes His true Disciples when they need it – He loves them enough to do this!

Mark 8:33

64.  Received prophecies from Jesus.  Mark 9:31
65.  Listen to what Jesus says.  Mark 11:24
66.  Received profound insights from Jesus.  Mark 12:43
67.  Inquired of Jesus to find out His preferences or His will regarding details for the future.

Mark 14:12

68.  Got grumbled at by the enemies of  Jesus and by unbelievers.  Luke 5:30
69.  The original 12 Disciples became called “Apostles” which means “The Sent Ones.”  

Luke 6:13 

70.  The original 12  had the privilege of hearing the best sermons and lessons ever preached by the Greatest Preacher and Storyteller the world has ever seen.  Luke 6:20

71.  Sometimes the Disciples got too angry when they were rejected by unbelievers and they wanted to blast them to Hades.  Jesus had to rebuke them. Luke 9:54 

72.  Have the privilege of being taught by Jesus how to pray.  Luke 11:1-4
73.  Don’t have to worry about the necessary provisions of life – they are well taken care of by ABBA, Daddy, Father.  Luke 12:22
74. Sometimes Disciples will have special “longings” that will not be met.  Luke 17:22

75.  Will see many miracles of God and praise Him joyfully with loud voices.  Luke 19:37

76.  Sometimes Disciples will get exhausted from sorrow.  Luke 22:45

77.  Jesus’ Disciples will see signs from Jesus and they will see His glory and believe in Him even more.  John 2:11
78.  Remember what Jesus said.  John 2:22

79.  Jesus loves spending a lot of time with His Disciples.  John 3:22

80.  Baptized others.  John 4:2

81.  Did the “clean up” chores after ministry to others.  John 6:12

82.  Sometimes the Disciples of Jesus were confused and bewildered by what He said.  They didn’t always understand everything that Jesus said.  John 6:60

83.  Sometimes Disciples of  Jesus grumble among themselves about what Jesus says.  

John 6:61

84.  Some Disciples of Jesus desert Him when His words or demands seem too tough.

85.  On purpose and with great intentionality Jesus will sometimes lead His Disciples intro trouble.  Only later do the Disciples realize that Jesus “knew what He was doing” and that He had a great purpose and plan in mind all along.  John 11:7

86.  Some of  Jesus’ Disciples turn out to be “Judases” who break His heart and betray Him.  John 12:4

87.  Don’t always “get it” the first time around.  John 12:16; John 13:22; John 16:17

88.  Got their feet washed (their needs met) by Jesus.  John 13:5

89.  Were allowed to be very intimate and close to Jesus.  John 13:23

90.  Eventually Disciples “get it” and understand what Jesus is up to.  John 16:29

91.  Were prayed over and prayed for – by Jesus.  John 17
92.  Jesus loved to meet often with His Disciples at the place of prayer.  John 18:1-2
93.  Follow their Jesus into the enemies’ camp endangering themselves at points.  John 18:15
94.  Were known by unbelievers and recognized by them as being Disciples of  Jesus.
John 18:17

95.  The enemies of Jesus would question Jesus about His Disciples.  (Job was the subject of questions between God and Satan.)
96.  Sometimes true Disciples of  Jesus deny Him...and then terribly regret it and repent.  

John 18:25 

97.  His closest Disciple, John, was entrusted by Jesus, from the cross, with taking care of  His mother Mary – for the rest of her life!  Sometimes Disciples are called by Jesus to take care of helpless, homeless, poor people – who are truly “family” members of Jesus.  (Think about it, could Jesus ask you to take an older lady into your home – for life – that you were not directly related to?  That’s exactly what He asked John to do.  And no doubt, it represented some kind of “inconvenience” to John and his family, but no doubt, it brought untold blessings to John to have Mother Mary under his roof and under his care for the rest of her life.  John 19:22-27

98.   Sometimes true Disciples of  Jesus are “secret ones” out of fear – but then there comes a moment when they “come out” and declare by their words and their actions that they really do love Jesus.  John 19:38
99.  Many times Disciples of  Jesus do things for Jesus that are: costly, dangerous, inconvenient, and “messy” (like handling a corpse)  John 19:38  But out of  love for Jesus they do it anyway!  John 19:38-42

100.  Disciples are loved by Jesus.  John 20:2
101.  See the evidence of the Resurrection and they believe!  John 20:8

     102.  Jesus comes to His Disciples when they need Him most.  John 20:19

     103.  Disciples see the intimate side of  Jesus.  John 20:20

     104.  Disciples rejoice when they see and encounter Jesus.  John 20:20

     105.  Sometimes true Disciples of  Jesus have to deal with the unbelief of other true Disciples 

of Jesus.  John 20:25  

     106.  Disciples of Jesus will see many signs from Jesus.  John 20:30
     107.  Jesus manifests Himself to His Disciples.  John 21:1

     108.  Sometimes Disciples of Jesus don’t recognize Jesus even though He is standing right in 

front of them.  John 21:4; Luke 24:13-33

     109.  Jesus provides for His Disciples.  He even serves them and cooks breakfast for them.


John 21:9-10

     110.  Go, and in obedience to Jesus, make disciples of  Jesus who do everything Jesus tells 

them to do.  Matthew 28:18-20

     111.  Disciples testify to what Jesus has said and done.  They are His witnesses.  John 21:24;


Acts 1:8

    112.  They receive His Holy Spirit and His power.  Acts 1:8

    113.  Disciples multiply.  Acts 6:1, 7.
    114.  They listen to Apostles and church leaders.  Acts. 6:2

115.  They are threatened, tortured, beaten, and killed for Jesus.  Acts 9:1

116.  Disciples don’t always receive new Christians like they should.  Sometimes Disciples 

operate out of fear instead of trusting their Lord.  Acts 9:26

117.  They are called “Christians” – which means “the people who carry Christ with them.”


Acts 11:26

118.  They share with those in need.  Acts 11:29

119.  Disciples are continually filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit. Acts 13:52
120.  Some Disciples are stoned to death – and miraculously at least one, Paul, lived to tell about 
their stoning!  Acts  7:58-60; 14:20

121. Need their souls strengthened at points.  Acts 14:22; 18:23
122.  Need to be reminded occasionally to continue in the faith.  Acts 14:22

123.  Enter the Kingdom of God with many tribulations.  Acts 14:22

124.  Need a lot of time spent with them by their Disciplers.  Acts 14:28

125.  Sometimes Disciples have “unnecessary yokes” put upon them by others.  Acts 15:10

126.  Need daily input, encouragement and support.  Acts 19:9
127.  Sometimes Disciples have to restrain other over zealous Disciples. Acts 19:30

128.  Need encouragement and exhortation.  Acts 20:1

129.  They were the, at points, the target of the enemy who would use people to try and draw 

them away from Jesus.  Acts 20:30

130.  They would be hated by many. Acts 21-23

131.  Disciples would sometime get very annoyed with the tactics and antics of demon possessed 

people.  Acts 16:18

132.  Warn other Disciples of  what the Spirit has told them is coming.  Acts 21:4
133.  Practiced very warm hospitality.  Acts 21:16

134.  Disciples do the will of God the Father.  Matthew 12:49-50

135.  Disciples of  Jesus love Him enough to: tend His lambs, feed His sheep, and shepherd His 
flock. (His precious people.)  They are able to “feed themselves” on the Word of God and 

then in turn, feed others.  They serve Jesus by faithfully serving others.  John 20:15-17
136..  Disciples follow Jesus no matter what – and no matter what happens to any other Disciple 
of Jesus.  Mark 6:1; John 21:19-21
137.  Are willing to die for Jesus.  John 21:18-22

138.  Disciples of  Jesus are willing to put the claims of  Jesus first, no matter what the cost.


John 21:18-22

139.  Disciples, like the “young men” written to in I John 2:13-14 daily overcome Satan and 

consistently win in spiritual warfare.  They are “more than conquerors” – they are Overcomers!  I John 2:13-14; Romans 8:37
What an honor and privilege it is to be a Disciple of Jesus!  
No one can be a Disciple of Jesus without our Lord’s supernatural help!

Ask Him every day to help you be a Devoted Disciple of Jesus and count on Him to do it.

Our Lord Jesus will help us to be His faithful Devoted Disciples and to someday make other Devoted Disciples of Him.  That is His Will and now it is our will too!  
Listen to this great promise and claim it for yourself as a Disciple of Jesus.  God is going to do this for you and make you this kind of Disciple of Jesus:

Isaiah 50:4-5  (New American Standard Bible)
4 The Lord GOD has given Me the tongue of disciples, That I may know how to sustain the weary one with a word. He awakens Me morning by morning, He awakens My ear to listen as a disciple. 5 The Lord GOD has opened My ear; and I was not disobedient, nor did I turn back.


1

