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Disciple’s Course

Lesson 2

Session 1

Complete Notes

The Word of God
Introduction:  God’s Word is so vital to a growing Christian.  As a Disciple of Jesus the Holy Bible will be your most precious possession.  God’s Word is alive and it is powerful.  It blesses and benefits us in so many ways.  We grow and are strengthened as we feed on God’s Word. It protects, warns, guides, encourages, convicts and corrects us.  We simply can’t survive without it!  You will learn to love God’s Word, delight in it and obey it. It is God’s love letter to you.

Key Memory Verse:

John 8:31   (New American Standard Bible)
Jesus therefore was saying to those Jews who had believed Him, "If you abide in My word, then you are truly disciples of Mine; 
Disciples of Jesus abide in His Word.  That is what we are going to do.  Many Believers rarely open God’s Word.  Followers of Jesus are much more committed to the Word of God than mere Believers.  Disciples on the other hand ABIDE (live in) in God’s Word and it lives in them.  It is their very food!  They cannot live without it.

Objective:  The goal of this lesson is to instruct the Disciple of Jesus in the importance of God’s Word and to encourage them to read it, study it, memorize it, love it, meditate on it and obey it. 
Key Definitions or Concepts:
1.  God’s Word is the most powerful force in the world.  It was by His Word that He created everything and it is by His Word that He upholds the entire universe. (Hebrews 11:3; 1:3)

2.  Next to the Trinity itself (God the Father, Jesus the Son, and the Holy Spirit) God’s Word is the greatest gift that God ever gave us.

3.  God’s Word is an incredible treasure.  

4.  When God speaks – things happen!  God’s Word never fails!  God is as good as His Word.

5.  God’s Word is phenomenally powerful!

1.  The Realities of God’s Word

A. God’s Word Is Eternal 
Isaiah 40:8  (New American Standard Bible)

The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God stands forever.                                                                                                                         
B. God’s Word Is Alive
Hebrews 4:12  (New American Standard Bible)

For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart. 

C. God’s Word Is True
John 17:17  (New American Standard Bible)

Sanctify them in the truth; Thy word is truth!

God’s Word has always been true, it is true today and it will be true forever.  God’s Word is not relative… it is true everywhere, for all people, for all time.  It is absolute truth!  It means what it says and says what it means. You can bet your very soul on it! God’s Word is true you have His Word on it!
D. God’s Word Cannot Fail
Isaiah 55:10-11  (New American Standard Bible)

10 "For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 
And do not return there without watering the earth, 
And making it bear and sprout, 
And furnishing seed to the sower and bread to the eater; 
11 So shall My word be which goes forth from My mouth; 
It shall not return to Me empty, 
Without accomplishing what I desire, 
And without succeeding in the matter for which I sent it. 

God’s Word will always accomplish what God wanted it to accomplish.  It will always give us God’s refreshing life.  It cannot return empty or void. It cannot return to God “empty-handed”.  God’s Word will get the job done.  God’s Word will bear fruit.

E. God’s Word Gives Us Life And Produces Fruit In Our Lives
  
(See again, the verses above, Isaiah 55:10-11)


Psalm 1:2-3  (New American Standard Bible)

2 But his delight is in the law of the LORD, 
And in His law he meditates day and night. 
3 And he will be like a tree firmly planted by streams of water, 
Which yields its fruit in its season, 
And its leaf does not wither; 
And in whatever he does, he prospers. 


God’s Word will fulfill God’s purposes in your life.


God’s Word coupled with prayer will cause us to be incredibly fruitful:


John 15:7-8  (New American Standard Bible)

7 "If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it shall be done for you. 8 "By this is My Father glorified, that you bear much fruit, and so prove to be My disciples 

F. God’s Word Sanctifies Us  
(Sanctify = to make holy, to set apart for special spiritual service for Holy God.)

John 17:17  (New American Standard Bible)

 "Sanctify them in the truth; Thy word is truth.” 
The apostle Paul speaking of Christ and His Bride the Church says this:

Ephesians 5:25-26  (New American Standard Bible)
25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her; 26 that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, 

The Word of God is a great cleansing and sanctifying agent in the hands of the Holy Spirit.

G. God’s Word Creates
    Hebrews 11:3; Genesis 1; Hebrews 1:2-3
Psalm 33:6-9  (New American Standard Bible)


6 By the word of the LORD the heavens were made, 
And by the breath of His mouth all their host. 
7 He gathers the waters of the sea together as a heap; 
He lays up the deeps in storehouses. 
8 Let all the earth fear the LORD; 
Let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of Him. 
9 For He spoke, and it was done; 
He commanded, and it stood fast.
H. God’s Word Gives Us Salvation
John 1:1-14; Acts 2:38-41; John 14:6-11; Romans 10:17
I. God’s Word Penetrates Our Lives With The Truth
See Hebrews 4:12 under point B. above
J. God’s Word Bears Witness To Jesus
John 5:39  (New American Standard Bible)

"You search the Scriptures, because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is these that bear witness of Me; 

Jesus Christ is the main point of all of Scripture.  He is the heart of the Word of God.  One of His Names is “The Word”.  Jesus is the main focus and primary note of all of the pages of the Bible.  As we study God’s Word diligently we will see Jesus revealed through the ancient writings again and again.
K. God’s Word Gives Us Victory Over Temptation And Sin
Psalm 119:11  (New American Standard Bible)

Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee. 
Psalm 119:9  (New American Standard Bible)
How can a young man keep his way pure? 
By keeping it according to Thy word. 
L. God’s Word Prunes Us And Cleanses Us For The Sake Of More Fruit
John 15:2-3  (New American Standard Bible)

2 "Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit, He takes away; and every branch that bears fruit, He prunes it, that it may bear more fruit. 3 "You are already clean because of the word which I have spoken to you. 
M.  God’s Word Grows Us Up – It Matures Us
II Timothy 3:16-17  (New American Standard Bible)

16 All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; 17 that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work. 
God uses His Word to encourage us, comfort us, rebuke us, remind us, warn us, correct us, reprove us, train us, and bless us so that we can mature in Christ and become adequate and equipped for every good work.  It builds us up and edifies us in every way.  It builds Christlike character in each of us.  It teaches us how to live in righteousness – right relationships with God and with each other.
N. God’s Word Teaches Us How To Live
See II Timothy 3:16-17 above.  God’s Word has commands and principles for us in every area of life.  The Bible will coach us throughout our lives into godly living.
O. God’s Word Causes Faith To Grow In Us
Romans 10:17  (New American Standard Bible)

So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ. 

The more time we spend in God’s Word the more our faith will grow and be strengthened.  Our faith expands and increases as we believe God’s Word.
P. God’s Word Equips Us
See II Timothy 3:16-17 above and Ephesians 4:11-16

Q. God’s Word Conquers Satan
This is the powerful weapon that Jesus used against Satan.  We overcome Satan by the word of our testimony… that is, taking God’s Word and proclaiming it as our testimony.  God’s Word is our Sword in spiritual warfare.  Ephesians 6:17  With God’s Word we resist Satan and he has to flee.  James 4:7
R. God’s Word Will Give Us Success In Every Area Of Life If We Obey It And Meditate On It Day And Night
Joshua 1:7-8  (New American Standard Bible)

7 "Only be strong and very courageous; be careful to do according to all the law which Moses My servant commanded you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, so that you may have success wherever you go. 8 "This book of the law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that is written in it; for then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have success. 
Psalm 1:2-3  (New American Standard Bible)

2 But his delight is in the law of the LORD, 
And in His law he meditates day and night. 
3 And he will be like a tree firmly planted by streams of water, 
Which yields its fruit in its season, 
And its leaf does not wither; 
And in whatever he does, he prospers.
James 1:25  (The Living Bible)

But if anyone keeps looking steadily into God's law for free men, he will not only remember it but he will do what it says, and God will greatly bless him in everything he does. 

S. God’s Word Causes Us To Become Partakers Of The Divine Nature Of God
II Peter 1:3-4  (New American Standard Bible)

3 seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and excellence. 4 For by these He has granted to us His precious and magnificent promises, in order that by them you might become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world by lust. 

T. God’s Word Is The Son Of God!!
John 1:1-3  (New American Standard Bible)

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being by Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being that has come into being. 

John 1:14  (New American Standard Bible)

And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

Revelation 19:11-16  (New American Standard Bible)
11 And I saw heaven opened; and behold, a white horse, and He who sat upon it is called Faithful and True; and in righteousness He judges and wages war. 12 And His eyes are a flame of fire, and upon His head are many diadems; and He has a name written upon Him which no one knows except Himself. 13 And He is clothed with a robe dipped in blood; and His name is called The Word of God. 14 And the armies which are in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, were following Him on white horses. 15 And from His mouth comes a sharp sword, so that with it He may smite the nations; and He will rule them with a rod of iron; and He treads the wine press of the fierce wrath of God, the Almighty. 16 And on His robe and on His thigh He has a name written, "KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS." 

2.  A Few Of The Symbols And Word Pictures Used In Scripture In Reference 

To The Word Of God

· The Sword of the Spirit – Ephesians 6:17  

· The Seed – Mark 4:1-20

· Bread – Matthew 4:4

· Milk – Hebrews 5:12-13

· Meat – Hebrews 5:12-13

· Honey – Psalm 19-7-11; 119:103

· Light – Psalm 119:105

· Fire – Jeremiah 23:29

· Hammer – Jeremiah 23:29

· Water – Ephesians 5:25-27
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