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Disciple’s Course

Lesson 6
Session 1
Complete Notes
Two Powerful Baptisms
Introduction:  Hebrews 6:2 lists the “instruction of baptisms” as one of the dimensions of “the elementary teaching about the Christ.”  There are two powerful baptisms mentioned in Scripture.  This session will cover both of them.  The two baptisms are: water baptism and the baptism of the Holy Spirit. Both of these baptisms were mentioned in several passages including: 


Matthew 3:11  (New American Standard Bible)
"As for me, I baptize you with water for repentance, but He who is coming after me is mightier than I, and I am not fit to remove His sandals; He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.”
John 1:33  (New American Standard Bible)
 "And I did not recognize Him, but He who sent me to baptize in water said to me, 'He upon whom you see the Spirit descending and remaining upon Him, this is the one who baptizes in the Holy Spirit.’”

In both of these passages John the Baptist is speaking of Jesus Christ who will be the “Baptizer” with or in the Holy Spirit.
Key Memory Verse:

Matthew 28:19  (New American Standard Bible)

“Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit,
Objective:  The goal of this lesson is to give the Disciple of Jesus Christ an appreciation of the significance and importance of water baptism and the baptism of the Holy Spirit.  
Key Definitions or Concepts:

1. Water baptism is the first step of obedience in the life of a New Christian.  It is not simply a dead ritual – but it is a powerful outward symbol of a deep inner and spiritual reality.  It is an outward expression of an inner change.  It symbolizes and signifies a number of thrilling spiritual realities.
2.  Jesus Himself submitted to water baptism and He tells us to do the same.  He is our Model and Example and as His Disciples we want to obey Him!  

3.  There is a second baptism that is mentioned throughout the New Testament.  Jesus Himself was baptized with this second baptism at the time of His first baptism.  Jesus Himself is the Baptizer of this second baptism.  This is the Baptism of the Holy Spirit.  God’s Word includes a number of examples of 
members of the Early Church in Acts who were dramatically baptized with the Holy Spirit.  Their lives were radically changed by this thrilling encounter with the Third Person of the Trinity – the Holy Spirit.  Typically, this second baptism is a different and separate experience from salvation.  It is this baptism that enables the Believer to walk in victory, power, and anointing.  The Bible gives us accounts of Believers who had experienced the first baptism – the baptism of water, but who later, received the baptism of the Holy Spirit.   (Acts 8:12-17; 19:1-6)
4.  Both of these baptisms are a part of the “elementary teaching about the Christ” and both of these baptisms are important and essential to our faith and our walk in daily hope, victory, power and blessing.

I. THE SIGNFICANCE OF WATER BAPTISM
We are honored and thrilled to present the excellent material that was written on this subject by Dr. William M. Greathouse, my seminary president and the General Superintendent who ordained me.  He is one of my spiritual fathers.  I am blessed that he calls me one of  his “sons”.  Most of what follows in this section on water baptism is from his writings.

Christ commands His Church to disciple all nations and baptize those who believe.

Mark 16:15-16  (New American Standard Bible)

15 And He said to them, "Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation. 16 "He who has believed and has been baptized shall be saved; but he who has disbelieved shall be condemned.”
Acts 2:37-38  (New American Standard Bible)
 37 Now when they heard this, they were pierced to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, "Brethren, what shall we do?" 38 And Peter said to them, "Repent, and let each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

Acts 2:41  (New American Standard Bible)
 So then, those who had received his word were baptized; and there were added that day about three thousand souls 

To omit baptizing Christ’s disciples is to reject His clear command and to set our wisdom above His.  “Christian baptism is … to be administered to believers.” (Nazarene Articles of Faith XII)
The words of Paul in I Corinthians 1:13-17 are not a belittlement of baptism but a protest against the mistaken notion of certain Corinthians who supposed they had been baptized into the name of the one who had administered the rite to them rather than into the undivided Name of Christ. 

Baptism, the Symbol of Entry into the Church
From the day of Pentecost baptism has been the symbolic rite of entry into the Christian community (see Acts 2:38, 41; 8:12; 10:47-48, etc.). In New Testament times the new convert would confess “Jesus is 
Lord” and be baptized into the community of salvation (Romans 10:8-10, Matthew 16:15-18; I Corinthians 12:3; I John 4:15).  Later this simple confession was expanded into the Apostle’s Creed, which is still used in this way.   In our communion reception into the Church of the Nazarene follows this rite of entrance into the visible body of Christ.
As the ancient Israelites “were baptized into Moses” in the Red Sea (I Corinthians 10:2), so by water we are “baptized into Jesus Christ” (Romans 6:3).  In both cases baptism means initiation into a community which is being saved by a divine deliverer – ancient Israel by God’s saving activity through Moses, the Christian Church by God’s saving activity through Jesus Christ.

There were simply no unbaptized Christians in the New Testament Church, except those who were being prepared for baptism.  True, we are incorporated into the living body of Christ by the Spirit; but in the New Testament this was followed immediately by Christian (water) baptism, which incorporated these persons into the visible body of Christ.  I Corinthians 12:12-13 is a passage which indicates this dual incorporation.

The Significance of Christian (Water) Baptism
Christian baptism richly symbolizes the miracle of God’s saving grace.

1. It pictures the washing away of our sins, the “bath” of regeneration (being “born again”).


Acts 22:16  (New American Standard Bible)

'And now why do you delay? Arise, and be baptized, and wash away your sins, calling on His name.'    
(See also: Titus 3:5; I Peter 3:21)
2. It dramatizes our death, burial, and resurrection with Christ.

Romans 6:1-4  (New American Standard Bible)


1 What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace might increase? 2 May it never be! How shall we who died to sin still live in it? 3 Or do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus have been baptized into His death? 4 Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, in order that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life 
Colossians 2:9-13  (New American Standard Bible)
9 For in Him all the fulness of Deity dwells in bodily form, 10 and in Him you have been made complete, and He is the head over all rule and authority; 11 and in Him you were also circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, in the removal of the body of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ; 12 having been buried with Him in baptism, in which you were also raised up with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead. 13 And when you were dead in your transgressions and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He made you alive together with Him, having forgiven us all our transgressions, 

As the New Testament believer went down into the waters of baptism he “died” to his old life; as he came forth from the water he arose to “walk in newness of life.”  This is still the dramatic symbol of 
baptism in non-Christian lands.  Baptism cuts the new man off from his old life and marks him henceforth as Christ’s man.  When it is so understood baptism is a powerful deterrent to backsliding.  Baptism puts our death to sin into the area of public fact.  As Jesus’ burial was proof of His death to sin, Christian baptism is intended to demonstrate our death to sin.  As such, it incorporates us into the full benefits of Christ’s atonement and becomes our pledge to holiness.
As Christ, died for sin, so now the person being baptized symbolically dies to sin.  

In water baptism, the new Believer being baptized is publicly declaring that he or she will live for Jesus as His Disciple.  Galatians 2:20 reminds us that we “have been crucified with Christ, and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me.”  This means that the new Christian being baptized is literally agreeing with God that they are dead in Christ to the principles of sin and death and is now alive in Christ to God.
3. It portrays our “putting on Christ”.


Galatians 3:26-27  (New American Standard Bible)
26 For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. 27 For all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 
Romans 13:14  (New American Standard Bible)
But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh in regard to its lusts. 


(see also Colossians 3:9-11)
In the Early Church the person about to be baptized laid aside his old garments (which symbolized his old manner of life) as he stepped into the water; as he emerged he was given new white clothes (which pictured the new robe of Christ’s righteousness and holiness which was his).  Thus he “put on the new man,” or Christ, in a dramatic ceremony which told the world the old had passed and the new had come.  This practice is behind that of our putting on new clothes at Easter, since in later centuries Easter became the time when many were baptized.

4. It symbolizes the Baptism with the Holy Spirit.  (Matthew 3:11; Acts 1:4-5).  The Pentecostal gift of the Holy Spirit is associated with Christian baptism throughout the New Testament, but especially in Acts.  Sometimes this gift seemed to come at the time of baptism (Acts 9:17-18; 19:4-6); again, it was separated by some length of time (Acts 8:12-17); yet again, sometimes the Baptism with the Holy Spirit preceded water baptism (Acts 10:44-48).  Nevertheless, the reality symbolized by water baptism is not experienced until we have been filled (baptized) with the Spirit and cleansed from sin.  Water baptism is a pledge and seal of Spirit baptism.

5. It is a public confession of the following:
· our belief in the death and resurrection of Jesus ( I Corinthians 15:3-4)
· our belief that we are repenting (changing) and turning away from our life of sin and we are turning to follow Christ and be His Disciple for life and eternity.
· our belief that we are joining the Family of God – the Universal Church.
· our belief and declaration that we are separating from sin and the world.
· our belief and statement that we have rejected the devil and have forever committed ourselves to Jesus Christ who is our LORD.  It “seals the deal”.
The Mode of Baptism     In the New Testament baptism seems to have been either by immersion or pouring.  Many Christians believe that total immersion is the only biblical way to be baptized.  It is certainly a dramatic representation of our being “dead and buried” with Christ. When we come up out of the water…it is also a dramatic symbol of our resurrection from the dead with Christ.  This is why almost 98% of the Christians in our church are baptized by immersion.
Martin Luther – the founder of the Lutheran Church said this:  “I would have those who are to be baptized to be entirely immersed, as the word imports and mystery signifies.”

John Calvin – The “father” of the Presbyterian Church said this: “The word ‘baptize’ signifies to immerse.  It is certain that immersion was the practice of the ancient church.”

John Wesley – The founder of Methodism and our spiritual great, great grandfather said this: “Buried with Him, alludes to baptizing by immersion according to the custom of the first church.”

Many scholars declare that the word “baptizo” (Greek) means to dip or immerse.  Dr. Greathouse reminds us though that in Luke 11:38, says literally that Jesus did not “baptizo” or “baptize” himself before dinner according to the Pharisaic ritual, is proof that the Greek verb baptizo did not mean exclusively “to immerse or dip”.  It seems that Romans 6:1-4 and Colossians 2:9-13 most naturally suggest immersion.  But other passages seem to indicate pouring.  “Having stood up” (literally) Paul was baptized in his room in the house on Straight Street in Damascus (Acts 9:17-18).  The Philippian jailer and his household were baptized in the middle of the night in their apartment at the jail (Acts 16:32-34). Simon Peter commanded water to be brought in to baptize Cornelius and his household in the room where they had just been baptized with the Holy Spirit (Acts 10:47-48). 

In the first manual of the Christian Church, called The Teaching of the Twelve Apostles, we have the earliest reference to the mode of baptism.  It instructs: “Having first recited all these things (the Creed), baptize ‘in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit’ in living (running) water.  But if thou hast not living water, then baptize in other water; and if thou art not able in cold, then in warm.  But if thou hast neither, then pour water on the head thrice in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” (about A.D. 135).

Our Nazarene practice of administering baptism “by sprinkling, pouring, or immersion, according to the choice of the applicant”  (Nazarene Articles of Faith XII) thus appears to be in line with the practice of the Early Church.
Most prefer and choose to be totally immersed, but there are extreme circumstances (someone who has a severe, terrifying phobia about going under water or someone dying in an ICU room) where pouring or sprinkling would be perfectly in line.  It is not a matter of how wet you get, but how committed you are to Jesus Christ.

Child Baptism

Our Article of Faith on baptism also permits Christian parents or guardians to present “young children” for Christian baptism.  Many believe infant baptism is indicated by the cases of “household baptism” mentioned in the New Testament (Acts 16:15, 33; 18:8; I Corinthians 1:16, etc.).  In the use of the term “household” young children were specifically included at that time.  Paul seems to indicate that baptism is the equivalent of Jewish circumcision, which was administered to infants (see Colossians 2:11-12; 
Acts 21:21).  As such, baptism is “the sacrament of prevenient grace,” an outward symbol of the grace which God will exercise through the lives of parents who thereby pledge to give the child “necessary Christian training” (see I Corinthians 7:14). 
Many Christian leaders, however, believe it is preferable to dedicate infants publicly and to reserve Christian baptism for that moment when the child understands the meaning of the rite and is able to appropriate for himself the rich benefits of this sacred ceremony.

Matthew 28:19-20  (New American Standard Bible)
19 "Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age." 
When should a person be baptized?

In Scripture, the pattern seems to be clear…it was immediately after conversion.  In the New Testament Believers were baptized with in minutes of turning their lives over to Christ.  So to the question “When should I be baptized?” we would respond: “As soon as you have believed in Jesus for salvation!”
Why should a new Believer be baptized?

1. Jesus commanded us to do it. (Matthew 28:19)

2. Jesus did it.  He is our example.  Jesus was baptized.  (Matthew 3:13-17)

3. It is “the pledge of a good conscience toward God” (I Peter 3:21)

4. Every Believer in the New Testament was baptized.
5. It identifies the new Believer as:

· a true Believer who wants to obey Jesus 

· a member of the Family of God

· a part of the Body of Christ – the Church

· a Christian who will be a life-long Disciple of Jesus Christ

II.  THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE BAPTISM OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
God has graciously provided us a second powerful baptism.  The Baptism of the Holy Spirit is a gracious gift from God. (Acts 2:38)  Look at a few things that the Baptism with the Holy Spirit does for us:
1.  The Baptism of the Holy Spirit is a gift from God that was promised a long time ago to all Believers.

Acts 1:4-5  (New American Standard Bible)
4 And gathering them together, He commanded them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait for what the Father had promised, "Which," He said, "you heard of from Me; 5 for John baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now." 
Acts 2:17-18  (New American Standard Bible)


17 'AND IT SHALL BE IN THE LAST DAYS,' God says, 
'THAT I WILL POUR FORTH OF MY SPIRIT UPON ALL MANKIND; 
AND YOUR SONS AND YOUR DAUGHTERS SHALL PROPHESY, 
AND YOUR YOUNG MEN SHALL SEE VISIONS, 
AND YOUR OLD MEN SHALL DREAM DREAMS; 
18 EVEN UPON MY BONDSLAVES, BOTH MEN AND WOMEN, 
I WILL IN THOSE DAYS POUR FORTH OF MY SPIRIT 
And they shall prophesy. 

2.  The Baptism of the Spirit is a command of Scripture. We are commanded to be baptized and filled with the Holy Spirit. It really isn’t an option for the Christian.

Ephesians 5:18  (New American Standard Bible)

be filled with the Spirit 

In the original Greek language that this verse was written in it would be better translated “keep on continually being filled with the Spirit.”
3.  The Baptism in the Holy Spirit gives us the power to live the Christian life and exalt Christ.  (Acts 1:8)

4.  The Baptism with the Holy Spirit gives us the power and boldness to witness openly of Jesus and His Gospel.  (Acts 1:8; 2:14; 4:31-33)

5.  The Baptism of the Holy Spirit purifies and sanctifies our hearts by faith.  (Acts 15:8-9)  This experience is known by various terms including: “entire sanctification,” “perfect love,” “Christian perfection,” “heart purity,” “holiness,” “the baptism with the Holy Spirit,” “the fullness of the blessing,” and “Christian holiness.”
6.  The Baptism of the Holy Spirit releases, energizes and enables the Gifts of the Holy Spirit.  
(I Corinthians 12:7-11)

7.  The Baptism in the Holy Spirit begins to give us the personality of Jesus and leads to the development of the Fruit of the Spirit in us.  (Galatians 5:22-23)  We begin to live, love, think, hurt, react, respond, forgive and act like our LORD Jesus.

8.  The Baptism with the Holy Spirit enables us to live in such a way as to bring glory to God.      

(John 16:14)
9.  The Baptism of the Holy Spirit gives us a new ability to say “NO” to temptation.  
(I Corinthians 10:13)

10.  The Baptism of the Holy Spirit gives us power in spiritual warfare and energizes our spiritual armor and weapons.  (II Corinthians 10:4-6)

11.  The Baptism with the Holy Spirit makes Jesus more real to us.  (John 15:26; 16:13-15; Acts 9:17)

12.  The Baptism in the Holy Spirit gives us refreshing and new boldness when we are under pressure.  (Acts 3:19; 4:29-31)
13.  The Baptism of the Holy Spirit produces greater effectiveness in prayer.  (Romans 8:26-27; I Corinthians 14:4, 15)

14.  The Baptism with the Holy Spirit enables us to give God true worship in the Spirit.  (Acts 2:11; 10:46; John 4:23-24; Ephesians 5:18-20)

15.  The Baptism in the Holy Spirit brings a fresh understanding of and passion for the Word of God.  (John 16:13; I Corinthians 2:9-16)

16.  The Baptism of the Holy Spirit gives us a whole new passion for lost people and compassion for needy people.  (Acts 1-4)

17.  The Baptism with the Holy Spirit gives us the power to forgive people who have deeply wounded us.  (Ephesians 4:30-32)

18.  The Baptism of the Holy Spirit enables us to live lives that please God.  (Romans 8)

19.  The Baptism with the Holy Spirit helps us to love our enemies and bless them.  (Matthew 6:39-48)

20.  The Baptism in the Holy Spirit makes it possible for us to give God praise and thanks in everything and for everything.  (Ephesians 5:18-20)

21.  The Baptism in the Holy Spirit enables us to humbly submit to each other and honor each other and truly believe that all other Christians are more important than ourselves... and act like it.  (Ephesians 5:18-21; Philippians 2:3)

22.  The Baptism of the Holy Spirit helps us to do all things without grumbling or complaining.  (Philippians 2:14)  

23.  The Baptism of the Holy Spirit gives us the mind of Christ.  (I Corinthians 2:16)  We begin to think His thoughts and see life from His perspective.

24.  The Baptism of the Holy Spirit gives us the capacity, desire and power to do everything that God has called us to do.  (Acts 1:8; Philippians 4:13)

25.  The Baptism with the Holy Spirit causes us to bear much spiritual fruit for the glory of God the Father.  (John 15:1-16)

26.  The Baptism of the Holy Spirit enables us to do the very works of Jesus and even greater works than Jesus did, that is, the works of signs and miracles and other wonders that He did; the works of forgiveness and mercy; the works of compassion; the works of healing; the works of preaching, teaching and healing; the works of casting out demons; and the works of DiscipleMaking.  
John 14:12-17  (New American Standard Bible)
12 "Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go to the Father. 13 "And whatever you ask in My name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 "If you ask Me anything in My name, I will do it. 15 "If you love Me, you will keep My commandments. 16 "And I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may be with you forever; 17 that is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not behold Him or know Him, but you know Him because He abides with you, and will be in you. 

27.  The Baptism with the Holy Spirit causes us to pray and get answers!  (See John 14:12-17 above; John 15:7,16)

When should we be Baptized with the Holy Spirit?

It is the experience of most Christians that they experience the wonderful gift of the Baptism with the Holy Spirit sometime after they first give their hearts to Jesus.  A few Christians, like Cornelius and the people in his house were Baptized with the Holy Spirit when they first believed.
In the case of the original Disciples of Jesus they were already Believers in Jesus – they knew that He was the Risen Son of God and they had trusted Him for forgiveness and salvation – but it was after Jesus had arisen into heaven that they were Baptized with the Holy Spirit and filled with His Spirit on the Day of Pentecost.

We can be Baptized with the Holy Spirit whenever we want to!  God freely gives His Holy Spirit to those who humbly ask Him for the gift of the Holy Spirit.  (Luke 11: 13)
We can be Baptized in the Holy Spirit every day!  We all need to be filled and re-filled all of the time!  The Disciples in Acts were initially Baptized with the Holy Spirit in Acts 2 and two chapters later in Acts 4 they are freshly filled with His Holy Spirit.  They knew that they needed it and God knew that they needed a fresh “fill-up” of His powerful, blessed Holy Spirit.

Who needs to be Baptized with the Holy Spirit?

We all do!  We simply can’t make it without Him!  He enables us to do everything that we need to do for Jesus.  He enables us to live holy and pure lives.  We all need the Baptism of the Holy Spirit.  We all need to be initially Baptized with the Holy Spirit and then we all need to be refreshed and re-filled again and again.
What do we have to do to be Baptized with the Holy Spirit?
1.  We need to have clean hearts.  We need to humbly confess all of our sins (I John 1:9), repent of our sins and forgive others.  (I John 1:7-9; Luke 6:37-38)

2.  We need to admit our need of the Baptism of the Holy Spirit.  Do what all of God’s greatest people do… humbly confess your total need and dependence on the Holy Spirit.

3.   We need to hunger and thirst (want desperately to be filled) for a fresh anointing and filling of God’s Spirit.  We need to come to Jesus and drink deeply of Him and His Living Water.  We need to RECEIVE the Holy Spirit by faith.  (John 7:37-39)

4.  We need to ASK… keep on asking, keep on seeking, keep on knocking until God baptizes with His Holy Spirit.  (Luke 11:13; Matthew 7:7-8; Acts 1:4- 2:1)  The Disciples waited and prayed for 10 days for God to keep His promise and baptize them with the Holy Spirit.

5.  We need to believe that God is indeed filling us with His Spirit.  Praise Him!  Praise Him whether you feel like it or not.  Praise Him whether you feel anything “happening” or not.  Praise releases, by faith, God to do what He wants to do and what He has promised to do.  Praise enables us to receive all that God is wanting to give us!
6.  Have Spirit-filled people lay their hands on you and pray for the Baptism of the Holy Spirit to fall on you.  This is exactly how people received the baptism of the Holy Spirit in the New Testament.

What happened in the Bible when people were Baptized with the Holy Spirit?

1.  They couldn’t stop praising God!  They exalted Jesus!  The Holy Spirit always exalts Jesus!
2.  They were filled with God’s Spirit.  They had their hearts cleansed and purified.  They were sanctified entirely.  (I Thessalonians 5:23-24)
3.  Some of them had unusual signs and wonders happen to them like tongues of fire and the ability to speak languages that they had never learned.  Paul received his sight in a dramatic healing. (Acts 2; 9:17-18)
4.  They became bold witnesses for God.  They couldn’t stop talking about Jesus!
5.  It was obvious to everybody that something supernatural had happened to them. 

6.  They began to exhibit the character and nature of Jesus.  They acted like Jesus.  The Fruit of the Spirit began to be obvious in their lives.  (Galatians 5:22-23)

7.  They were filled with joy!

8.  They really began to do the ministry that God had created and called them to do.  Jesus began His public ministry after He was Baptized with the Holy Spirit. 

9.  They were radically changed!  

What is the evidence that you have been Baptized or filled with the Holy Spirit?

A changed life!  A life that glorifies Jesus!  The Fruit of the Spirit.  The Personality of Jesus.  The purity, power and passion of Jesus.  The Presence of Jesus in your life. You start acting like Jesus.  This free gift of God enables the Disciples of Jesus to walk as He did.

These two powerful Baptisms are great experiences that God loves to give to each of His Children.

Have you been baptized with water as a symbol of your repentance and as a sign of your identification with Christ?   

“Have you received the Holy Spirit since you believed?”  (Acts 19:2)
Have you been Baptized with the Holy Spirit that gives you the power to live out the life that God created you for, the life that you were destined for before the world was made?  

Praise the Lord for these two great Baptisms.
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