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Disciple’s Course

Lesson 8
Session 1
Complete Notes
The Resurrection of the Dead 
Introduction:  The Author to the Hebrews lists in Hebrews 6:1-2 the basic foundational biblical doctrines that make up the “elementary teachings about the Christ.”  In this passage he lists the following topics:
· Repentance from dead works

· Faith towards God

· Instruction about washings or baptisms (water and the Holy Spirit)

· Laying on of hands

· The Resurrection of the dead

· Eternal Judgment

In the previous lessons we have looked at the first four and tonight we want to begin to look at the last two in this brief outline passage.  We will move in our minds to the very end of all things and look at what God’s Word says about The Resurrection of the dead. This teaching will set us up for next week’s lesson on Eternal Judgment.  Obviously, these two events are closely related.
Key Memory Verse:

I Corinthians 15:20-21  (New American Standard Bible)
20 But now Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who are asleep. 21 For since by a man came death, by a man also came the resurrection of the dead. 

Objective:  The goal of this lesson is for the Disciple of Jesus Christ to begin to gain understanding concerning two great end-time biblical doctrines:  
Key Definitions or Concepts:

1.  Everyone is interested in what happens to us after we die.  Is there life after death?  Do we go to heaven or hell?  Is there a heaven and a hell?  Is there is a Judgment Day?  What happens next?  All of these questions concern us and they should.  These are the Ultimate Issues.  

2.  Virtually all religions try to address these Ultimate Issues.  Some religions try to teach that it is all “nothingness” and to achieve “nothingness” is some sort of eternal utopia.  Other religions emphasize a heaven but no hell.  Other religions speak of different levels of heavens.  Some religions teach an endless cycle of reincarnations.  Some religions teach that we will become gods or angels after death.  Some teach that we will be “gods” on our own planets and become “new Adams and Eves” on these other planets.  Some teach that heaven is achieved by keeping a set of rules or commandments and working your way into heaven by doing more good works than you have done bad works.  Others teach that you must be “Chosen” to get into heaven. Some teach about heaven and hell and final judgment but their teachings are contradictory to what God’s Word the Bible says.  We want to know what the only authority on these matters says: that is, The Bible. 

3.  God’s Word has not left us in the dark when it comes to teaching us about last things, life after death, the Resurrection of the dead and final, eternal judgment.
4.  Christians need to know what the Bible says about these great, vital subjects.  The Apostle Paul states that the entire Christian faith is based on the reality of one fact:  The Resurrection of Jesus Christ.  Paul would also say that if there is no Resurrection of the dead then our faith is in vain and we Christians are to be pitied above all people.  (see I Corinthians 15)

5.  “Resurrection” – means “raising up” or “rising up”.  In verb form, it means “to cause to stand up or rise,” “to raise up,” or “to raise from sleep and from the dead.”

6.  Christians believe in a tremendous future for Believers after life on this earth is over.  We believe in “eternal life.”  Jesus died to give us “eternal life.”

John 3:16  (King James Version)                                                                                      For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 
John 6:47  (New American Standard Bible)                                                                                 "Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes has eternal life. 
John 11:23-26  (New American Standard Bible)                                                         23 Jesus said to her, "Your brother shall rise again." 24 Martha * said to Him, "I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day." 25 Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in Me shall live even if he dies, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in Me shall never die. Do you believe this?" 

God’s Word is clear that there is life after death and that Jesus conquered death and the grave when He rose bodily from the dead.  We, as Believers, share in that powerful victory over death, hell, and the grave.
1.  The Old Testament teaches us that God has power over death and can raise the dead.

We have three incidents from the Old Testament that show us that God can raise the dead when He wants to:

· The son of  the widow of Zarephath and Elijah  (I Kings 17:17-24)
· The Shunammite’s son and Elisha  (II Kings 4:32-35)

· The dead man whose corpse touched Elisha’s dead bones and was resurrected  (II Kings 3:21)

We also have unusual examples of people being seen and being heard after they are dead:

· Samuel’s spirit speaks to Saul after he is dead   (I Samuel 28:11-19)
· Moses appears at the Mt. Transfiguration with Elijah (who never died) and talks to Jesus about Jesus’ up-coming death and resurrection   (Matthew 17:1-6)

We also see in the Old Testament that there were two men who never experienced death:

· Enoch walked with God and he was taken directly up into heaven  (Genesis 5:24)

· Elijah who was whisked up into heaven in a flaming chariot  (II Kings 2:11-12)

These passages show us that God is the Lord of Heaven and Earth and that He is also the Lord of Life and Death.  God can bring anybody back from the dead at any time.  God holds complete power over life and death.  
2.  The New Testament also shows us that God has complete power over life and death and it gives us several examples of God’s resurrection power.

Jesus would raise 3 people from the dead in addition to His own resurrection:

· Jairus’ daughter  (Mark 5:35-43)

· The son of a widow in the city of Nain  (Luke 7:11-17)

· Lazarus  (John 11:1-45)

The Apostles also raised people from the dead:

· Peter raised Dorcas from the dead  (Acts 9:36-42)

· Paul raised Eutychus from the dead  (Acts 20:9-12)
· Jesus told the Apostles that raising the dead would be a part of their ministry  (Matthew 10:8)

Of course, the bodily Resurrection of Jesus Christ our Lord is the central teaching of  the New Testament!  (Acts 1:3; Matthew 28:1-6; Mark 16:1-14; Luke 24:1-53; John 20-21)
Jesus Himself declared that God the Father had given Him the authority to raise all the dead!


John 5:24-29   (New American Standard Bible)

24 "Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed out of death into life. 
25 "Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming and now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God; and those who hear shall live. 26 "For just as the Father has life in Himself, even so He gave to the Son also to have life in Himself; 27 and He gave Him authority to execute judgment, because He is the Son of Man. 28 "Do not marvel at this; for an hour is coming, in which all who are in the tombs shall hear His voice, 29 and shall come forth; those who did the good deeds to a resurrection of life, those who committed the evil deeds to a resurrection of judgment. 
John 6:39-54  (New American Standard Bible)

39 "And this is the will of Him who sent Me, that of all that He has given Me I lose nothing, but raise it up on the last day. 40 "For this is the will of My Father, that everyone who beholds the Son and believes in Him, may have eternal life; and I Myself will raise him up on the last day." 41 The Jews therefore were grumbling about Him, because He said, "I am the bread that came down out of heaven." 42 And they were saying, "Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How does He now say, 'I have come down out of heaven'?" 43 Jesus answered and said to them, "Do not grumble among yourselves. 44 "No one can come to Me, unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up on the last day. 45 "It is written in the prophets, 'AND THEY SHALL ALL BE TAUGHT OF GOD.' Everyone who has heard and learned from the Father, comes to Me. 46 "Not that any man has seen the Father, except the One who is from God; He has seen the Father. 47 "Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes has eternal life. 48 "I am the bread of life. 49 "Your fathers ate the manna in the wilderness, and they died. 50 "This is the bread which comes down out of heaven, so that one may eat of it and not die. 51 "I am the living bread that came down out of heaven; if anyone eats of this bread, he shall live forever; and the bread also which I shall give for the life of the world is My flesh."  52 The Jews therefore began to argue with one another, saying, "How can this man give us His flesh to eat?" 53 Jesus therefore said to them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink His blood, you have no life in yourselves. 54 "He who eats My flesh and drinks My blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day. 

3.  Because of the Resurrection of Jesus Christ we know that:
· We shall live also!  (John 14:19)

· Death has been conquered for all time!  (Romans 6:8-9; I Corinthians 15:54-57)
· Jesus Christ is Lord of all:  people, creation, demons, angels, powers, principalities, everything   (Philippians 2:9-11; Ephesians 1:17-23; Matthew 28:18)

· He is the True Prophet of God.  His death and resurrection validated for all time that He really was Who He said He was!  (Matthew 16:21; Acts 1:3)
· Jesus is the Declared Son of God  (Romans 1:4)

· We are truly justified in the sight of God  (Romans 4:25)

· Jesus is King of Kings and Lord of Lords and He has the keys to death and Hades (“hell”) and He is the Ruling Sovereign of Heaven  (Revelation 1:11-20; 19:7-16)

· Jesus is our Perfect High Priest who has made the final atonement for our sins with His very blood and He has entered the Holy of Holies in Heaven on our behalf and covered us with His eternal blood.  He reigns on the highest throne in heaven.  (Hebrews 9, 10, Philippians 2:9-11)
· The world will be judged in righteousness by Jesus  (Acts 17:31)

· We can be saved if we confess with our mouths that Jesus is Lord and believe in our hearts that God raised Him from the dead  (Romans 10:9)

· We are “born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.”  (I Peter 1:3)

· Those who believe in Jesus are enabled by the resurrection power of Jesus to “walk in newness of life.”  (Romans 6:4)

· We have the very resurrection power of Jesus living in us  (Ephesians 1:19-20)

· We can consider ourselves to be “dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus.”  (Romans 6:11)

· We have been crucified with Christ, spiritually speaking, and we have come alive with Him into new spiritual life.  (Galatians 2:20; Colossians 2:12; II Corinthians 5:14-17)
· Sin no longer has control or dominion over us!  (Romans 6 and 8)

· We have a new “Master” in Jesus  (II Corinthians 5:15)

· We will be bodily resurrected from the dead when Jesus comes again to earth!  (John 6:39-54; 11:23-24; John 5:24-29)

4.  Every person who has died will someday be resurrected because of the voice and authority of Jesus Christ

Believers will be resurrected at our Lord’s Second Coming in what is known as The Rapture:  (I Corinthians 15:20-23)
I Corinthians 15:51-57  (New American Standard Bible)                                                  51 Behold, I tell you a mystery; we shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. 53 For this perishable must put on the imperishable, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54 But when this perishable will have put on the imperishable, and this mortal will have put on immortality, then will come about the saying that is written, "DEATH IS SWALLOWED UP in victory. 55 "O DEATH, WHERE IS YOUR VICTORY? O DEATH, WHERE IS YOUR STING?" 56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law; 57 but thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

I Thessalonians 4:13-18  (New American Standard Bible)  13 But we do not want you to be uninformed, brethren, about those who are asleep, that you may not grieve, as do the rest who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep in Jesus. 15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, and remain until the coming of the Lord, shall not precede those who have fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trumpet of God; and the dead in Christ shall rise first. 17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and thus we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words. 
Good, godly Christian scholars disagree with one another regarding the timing of the Rapture.  Some believe that it will happen at the end of the Tribulation Period.  Others believe that it will happen sometime in the middle of the Tribulation Period.  Still others believe that it will happen before the Tribulation Period.  The reality is this, though…it is going to happen!  We’ve got God’s Word on it.
Believers who came to Christ during the Tribulation Period but were martyred for their faith in Christ are resurrected at the end of the Tribulation Period when Christ sets up His throne in Jerusalem.  These resurrected martyrs will reign with Christ for a 1,000 years on this planet.

Revelation 20:4-6  (New American Standard Bible)  And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given to them. And I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of the testimony of Jesus and because of the word of God, and those who had not worshiped the beast or his image, and had not received the mark upon their forehead and upon their hand; and they came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years.  5 The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were completed. This is the first resurrection. 6 Blessed and holy is the one who has a part in the first resurrection; over these the second death has no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with Him for a thousand years. 

This is called the “resurrection of the righteous” in Luke 14:14.
Unbelievers will be resurrected to stand before the Great White Throne Judgment of God.  (Revelation 20:11-15)
5.  What will our resurrected bodies be like?

Our new resurrected bodies will be:

· Raised by God to everlasting, eternal life  (Daniel 12:2) and the unrighteous will be raised up to “disgrace and everlasting contempt” (Daniel 12:2) and everlasting torment in the lake of fire.  (Revelation 20:11-15)
· Indestructible.  The resurrected bodies of the damned will never be consumed in the lake of fire.  (Revelation 20:14-15; 14:11)

· Imperishable  (I Corinthians 15:42)

· Glorious  (I Corinthians 15:43)

· Powerful  (I Corinthians 15:43)

· Spiritual  (I Corinthians 15:44)

· Capable of seeing the face of God and standing in His Presence  (Psalm 17:15; Psalm 24:3-6)

· Just like God wished  (I Corinthians 15:38)
· Just like Jesus’ resurrected body  (Philippians 3:21; Romans 6:5)

Remember what His resurrected body could do.  It could:  walk through walls, instantaneously appear wherever He wanted to, disappear, eat fish, be touched and handled, speak, ascend into heaven, disguise itself at some times and be recognized at others.

· Be glorified with Christ  (Colossians 3:4; John 17:24)

· Enjoy eating and drinking in eternity  (Revelation 22:2) … and some have reminded us that we won’t have to worry about counting calories or carbs in glory! 
· Wear crowns, and robes of righteousness  (Revelation 22:8; 4:4)

· Our resurrected bodies will be able to:  speak, feel, pray, think, worship, sing, move, respond, rule, understand, see, see earth, sit down on thrones, play instruments, serve God, honor Jesus and become like Jesus!  (The Book of Revelation)  
Some even speculate… and it is pure speculation… that since God says that we are going to rule over all the works of His hands … and that might possibly include  the entire system of galaxies and the countless trillions of stars… that maybe our glorified, exalted new resurrection bodies will be able to move faster than the speed of light (186,000 miles per second)… maybe they will move at the speed of thought!  You think it and you are there!  Only God knows. 

 In any case, 

Praise the Lord for the Resurrection of our bodies… and our new, eternal, glorified bodies… all because of the grace, salvation, and power of the Resurrected Lord Jesus Christ!
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