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Complete Notes
Principles of DiscipleMaking VII
Introduction:  John Wesley is our great, great grandfather in the LORD.  He lived in the 18th century.  He faithfully discipled people who discipled others through small groups and today over 40 million people in North America worship Jesus because of this one man who started a discipleship chain that won’t quit until Jesus returns.  Wesley once said this:  

“ Give me a hundred men who fear nothing but sin, and desire nothing but God, and I will shake the world. I care not a straw whether they be clergymen or laymen; and such alone will overthrow the kingdom of Satan and build up the Kingdom of God on earth.”
Wesley dared to ask God boldly for a hundred men who would be faithful witnesses of Jesus and who would continue the process of discipling through small groups. He wanted to be one of the “good soil” men that Jesus talked about that produced a fruitful harvest of 100X (see Mark 4:8)  God answered his prayer and gave him way more than a hundred men!  Before Wesley died there were over 300,000 growing Christians in small groups!  God answered his prayers and gave him a plan and a “method” of multiplication that worked!  Wesley and his guys worked hard.  They prayed fervently daily for the harvest of souls.  They met each week in small groups like our Life Groups and Lead Groups for accountability and prayer. They stayed faithful to the plan and method that God gave them.  

God is faithful. God is no respecter of persons.  What He did for Wesley and his boys He can do for you and me.  God can help us to be “100X” men and women as well, if we dare to believe, ask God boldly and faithfully follow a plan or method that God is blessing all over the world.  That is the plan that we are calling The Master’s Plan.  This lesson will continue to help us to understand how to make Disciples that will make Disciples of Jesus.
Key Memory Verse:

John 3:22  (New American Standard Bible)
After these things Jesus and His disciples came into the land of Judea, and there He was spending time with them and baptizing.

Objective:  The goal of this lesson is to continue to give the DiscipleMaker-in-training basic principles in DiscipleMaking.
Key Definitions or Concepts:
1. Let’s remind ourselves of the absolute, vital, essential value of multiplication and reproduction.

What happens when we do make Disciples of Jesus:

· We grow, we change, we become like Jesus

· The Devil gets mad

· Jesus is greatly blessed and He is pleased with us

· Lives are changed forever and people go to heaven forever

· The Church grows and flourishes

· We are obeying the LORD and we are doing the greatest thing that Jesus has called us to do.  We bring God maximum joy and glory.

· Our joy is maximized.  Jesus’ joy is in us and our joy is full.  Our lives are totally fulfilling and we walk in great blessing

· We are doing the most important thing in the world that will have the greatest impact for eternity

What happens when we don’t make Disciples of Jesus:

· We don’t grow, we slide backwards, we fail to become like Jesus – we sin

· The Devil is thrilled

· Jesus is brokenhearted and disappointed with us

· People go to hell forever

· The Church gets sick, lethargic and it dies.  We are “playing church” and we are simply multiplying “Churchians” not Christlike Disciples.

· We are disobeying Jesus and ultimately we end up frittering our lives away on things that won’t matter in eternity

· We get bored, distracted, and we never have the levels of joy, fulfillment and blessing that Jesus wants us to walk in

· Our disobedience will cause us to backslide in other areas

· We will stand before Jesus someday and answer for our laziness, disobedience and for the souls that are on our hands that went to hell forever  (See Ezekiel 3:18-21)

2.  What happens to an organization or institution when it forgets what its original mandate and purpose was?  We know what our original mandate and purpose is … “Go and make Disciples”. Jesus’ Great Command to us will never change.  Here are two examples of institutions that started out with the godly purposes of making Disciples that would make other Disciples of Jesus… but somewhere along the way, they forgot what their original dream, vision, and purpose was:

The history of the first 113 colleges and universities in America

J. Edwin Orr in his book Campus Aflame (Glendale, Calif.: Regal, 1972) discusses the history of the first 13 colleges and universities in America.  Do you know why institutions such as Dartmouth, Princeton, Harvard, and Yale were founded?  They were to be colleges for preachers. They were designed and dedicated to making preachers who would preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ and make Disciples of Jesus Christ. What happened to those schools that began with a strong Christian foundation? Somewhere the discipling process stopped, and now we are facing the consequences. Somewhere along the line, the men in the universities failed to pass on the baton. It was just a matter of time before the schools drifted totally away from their Christian base.  Can you imagine what a difference in the world these 113 colleges and universities could have made for Jesus and the Gospel down through the centuries if  they had remained true to their original purpose of making preachers who would make Disciples of Jesus.  How many Disciples of Jesus would there be today if these schools had remembered and stayed true to their first priority?

The YMCA (Young Men’s Christian Association)

The YMCA was founded as a weeknight Bible study by George Williams in London in the middle of the 1800’s. Here too, a strong, evangelical Christian base existed.  The whole point was to lead young men to Christ through sports and exercise and then to disciple them to reach others for Jesus.  But again, as time went by, the C vanished. Again, someone forgot to disciple. Someone forgot to take what God was doing to him, reproduce it in people of another generation, and enable them to reproduce it in a third generation. The tragedy of not discipling is evident.

DISCIPLING PRINCIPLE #37
The Principle of Every Discipler Needs a “Barnabas” in their life.

As we have seen earlier Barnabas was a tremendous man of faith and encouragement.  The Bible tells us that his real name was Joseph. (Not to be confused with Joseph the ruler of Egypt in the Old Testament or Joseph the step-father of Jesus in the New Testament.)  He was from the island of Cyprus.  He was such an anointed Encourager of everybody in the early days of  Christianity that the apostles gave him the nickname “Barnabas” which means “Son of Encouragement.”  What a great nickname. What a great reputation to have.  God needs modern day “Barnabases” to bless and strengthen His weary, discouraged people.

You need to be a “Barnabas” to the Christians in your life.  You need to be a “Son” or “Daughter” of Encouragement to the people that God has placed around you.  Determine that you are going to be the greatest Encourager in the lives of those that interact with you.  It is God’s will that you be a great Encourager to virtually everybody you have contact with.  God’s Word repeatedly calls us to encourage others.

You also need to be encouraged… on a daily basis God’s Word says. 


Hebrews 3:13  (New American Standard Bible)
But encourage one another day after day, as long as it is still called "Today," lest any one of you be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. 
You need a “Barnabas” in your life.  You need a same sex person in your life who will be your “Barnabas”… your “Son of Encouragement.”  We have already noted how the great Apostle Paul needed the original Barnabas in his life.  We have seen in this study how John Mark desperately needed the first Barnabas in his life.  You and I need a “Barnabas” in our lives as well.

Your “Barnabas” is your peer.  He or she is your “running mate.”  Spiritually speaking they would be on the same level as you.  They will become your Great Encourager.  They can become your Accountability Partner.  They may become your very best friend in the world.

Your “Barnabas” will love you more than they love themselves. That is the way that Jonathan loved David.  That is the way that Jesus loved His Disciples. Jesus loves us more than we love ourselves and He commands us to love each other the way that He loves us.  (John 13:34-35) 

Your “Barnabas” will love you like Jesus loves them.  They will pray faithfully for you.  They will bless you in unfathomable ways.  They will help you to hang in there and keep going when you feel like quitting. 

God has handpicked a “Barnabas” for you.  Believe that fact!  Claim that reality in prayer!  Ask God fervently to help you be a “Barnabas” for someone else.  As you become a “Barnabas” to someone else… God will bless you back with your own “Barnabas”.


Luke 6:38  (The Living Bible) 

For if you give, you will get! Your gift will return to you in full and overflowing measure, pressed down, shaken together to make room for more, and running over. Whatever measure you use to give--large or small--will be used to measure what is given back to you." 

God’s wonderful Law of Reciprocity (whatever you give to others, good or bad, will be given back to you with interest!) guarantees that if you give “boatloads” of Encouragement to others that you will someday enjoy a “fleet” of boatloads of Encouragement that sail into your “harbor” and bless you beyond belief!  What you give out will come back to yourself.  God said so!  

The best way to guarantee that you get a “Barnabas” in your life is to become a “Barnabas” for others.

You give a lot of Encouragement every day and you will reap a lot of Encouragement in your life.  

God knows that any great person that He is going to use greatly needs a “Barnabas” in their life:

· David needed Jonathan and Jonathan needed David

· Paul needed Barnabas and Barney needed Paul

· John Mark needed the original Barnabas

· Jesus “needed” Peter and James and John

· The great evangelist Finney needed Father Nash

· Joshua needed Caleb and Caleb needed Joshua

· Moses needed Aaron and Aaron needed Moses

· Peter needed John and John needed Peter

· There is a reason that Jesus sent out His men in pairs – they needed each other!

God knows that you need a “Barnabas”… a great friend who will encourage you often… and who you can encourage as well.  To “encourage” means to “give or add courage.”  

Begin to pray for your “Barnabas.”  Begin to pray now that God will use you and lead you and help you to be a “Barnabas” to some other Discipler.

DiscipleMaking can be discouraging and disheartening at points.  You will need regular “fill-ups” in the area of encouragement.  God knows this.  God has got a “Barnabas” for you.  But as in all spiritual blessings that God wants to give us… 

“WE HAVE NOT BECAUSE – WE ASK NOT!” 



… so determine to start asking for the “Barnabas” that God knows that you need.

You will probably not continue very long at the tough (but rewarding – eventually) business of DiscipleMaking… without a life-giving, courage-building, encouragement-giving “Barnabas” that you allow to speak encouragement into your life on a regular basis.

Everybody you know is susceptible to discouragement.  Discouragement is the NUMBER ONE weapon that Satan uses against faithful servants of God and against the best Disciplers.  

All of hell is arrayed against you when it comes to DiscipleMaking.  Satan knows the potential and the power of multiplication through godly discipling.  He will do everything in his power to stop you or slow you down as you begin to pour your life into another young Believer.  You will face regular onslaughts of discouragement.  Barrage after barrage of  “cruise missiles of discouragement” will be launched from hell against you.  Satan doesn’t have to worry about 99% of the Christians in this country…because they never make a Disciple that makes another Disciple.  So, when he or his demons sees you getting serious about DiscipleMaking he will throw everything that he has against you to stall you or stop you completely.

That is why you need DAILY DOSES OF ENCOURAGEMENT!  

You need a “Barnabas” in  your life who will encourage you.  You need somebody in your life that you can turn to in your discouragement and flat out say to them in full trust and vulnerability: 

“I am being nailed with darts of discouragement right now… would you please encourage me in God?!”  … and then let them give you the wonderful, blessed gift of encouragement!

There was a day when David, in the Bible, needed his “Barnabas” to encourage him in God.  His “Barnabas” was named Jonathan.  He was David’s brother-in-law and the son of the most powerful man in the land – King Saul who was insanely consumed with murderous rage against David.  Multiple times Saul had tried to kill David.  This was “discouraging” to David to say the least!  God used Jonathan powerfully in David’s life to lift his heart and encourage him in God.


I Samuel 23:16-18  (New American Standard Bible)
16 And Jonathan, Saul's son, arose and went to David at Horesh, and encouraged him in God. 17 Thus he said to him, "Do not be afraid, because the hand of Saul my father shall not find you, and you will be king over Israel and I will be next to you; and Saul my father knows that also." 18 So the two of them made a covenant before the LORD; 

What a “Barnabas” Jonathan was to David!  David was about to give up all hope.  Look what Jonathan did.  We have a great lesson on how to be a good “Barnabas” to others in this brief account.  Jonathan:

· Went to David… he didn’t wait for David to come to him.  A good “Barnabas” will go out of their way to go to meet their friend where they are and to pro-actively give encouragement and not wait around until their discouraged friend looks them up!

· Encouraged David “in God.”  Jonathan didn’t just give discouraged David platitudes, human wisdom, clichés, and jokes to cheer him up.  He encouraged David in God! That means that the Spirit of God was involved and that Jonathan pointed David back to God… God’s power… God’s promises to David… and God’s protection of David.

· Told David not to be afraid.  How many times when we are “dis-couraged” (that means that courage is subtracted from us) do we become afraid, fearful, insecure, anxious and nervous?

· Speaks hope and destiny and blessing into David’s heart.  

· Reminds David of God’s anointing, blessing, and calling over his life…  “you will be king over Israel!”  Jonathan reminds David of what God had already spoken over David.  In David’s discouragement that prophetic word spoken to him by Samuel the prophet probably seemed like a distant dream that would never come true now that Saul was breathing down his neck trying so desperately to kill him!  But Jonathan remembered David’s divine destiny and reminded him of it.

· Told David that he was still personally committed to David and that he would help him in the future.  He reminded David that they would be together and that he would be helping David.  (Note: this didn’t actually come to pass because Jonathan was killed before David assumed the throne… but this was Jonathan’s heart and intent.)  And it meant so much to David because of Jonathan’s love, trust in him, belief in him, friendship, and personal commitment to him.  Also, David couldn’t forget that the throne he would sit on one day… was Jonathan’s throne (as the son of Saul) but that Jonathan recognized God’s anointing on David and was committed to his friend in such an unselfish way!

· Reminded David that his enemy, Saul, Jonathan’s father, KNEW the truth about David too.  Jonathan is saying to David… “I know the real truth about you.  I know who you really are under God’s appointment.  I know who you really are as a man of God’s destiny...and my father, your enemy, knows this reality too!”  How wonderful to be reminded of our destiny in God by our “Barnabas” and to be reminded that even our enemies (evil people and demons) know this about us and can’t stop us!

· Covenanted with David before the LORD!  This was more than a wish or a hope.  These two dear friends made a solemn covenant before the Living God that they would be friends and brothers to each other… for the rest of their lives!  They never broke that powerful covenant.  

This is the kind of friend, the kind of Encourager that God wants you to be for others and the kind of Encourager that God wants to give you!  

Ask God for your “Barnabas!”  Ask God to make you this kind of “Barnabas.”

Don’t quit asking until God gives you the “Barnabas” that you and God both know that you need.  

All faithful Disciplers need a faithful “Barnabas.”  This is the will of God. You can pray with confidence that God will give you a “Barnabas” in time.


I John 5:14-15  (New American Standard Bible)
14 And this is the confidence which we have before Him, that, if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. 15 And if we know that He hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests which we have asked from Him. 

It is God’s will.  You can ask for Him to help you become a “Barnabas” to someone other Discipler who needs Encouragement.  You can ask in confidence that He hears you when you ask Him for a “Barnabas” for yourself.  This is not a selfish request.  You desperately need an Encourager like this if you are going to keep making Disciples of Jesus and not quit. God knows this.  Claim your “Barnabas” in prayer until God gives you one.

So, in re-capping the last 3 Discipling Principles:

· You need a “Paul” that is discipling you.

· You need a “Timothy” that you are discipling.

· You need a “Barnabas” that is your same-sex peer, a “best friend” who encourages you.

This is a “three strand cord that is not easily broken” (Ecclesiastes 4:12)
DISCIPLING PRINCIPLE #38

The Principle of Choosing for your Disciple F.A.I.T.H.F.U.L.   M.E.N.  or  

F.A.I.T.H.F.U.L.   W.O.M.E.N.

Key Qualities and Characteristics to look for or consider as you begin to select your Disciples who will make Disciples.
Who should you select for the members of your Lead Group or Group of 12?

In II Timothy 2:2 Paul tells Timothy to find “Faithful Men” who can teach others.  Working off of the acrostic F.A.I.T.H.F.U.L.   M.E.N. we can have a suggested starting list of qualities that would be important to look for in potential DiscipleMakers.  (We even have two more qualities for W.O.M.E.N.)

F. = FAITHFUL – People who are faithful to Jesus and faithful to His Word.  They are faithful in service.  They outserve everybody.  They are fully consecrated to God.  They are surrendered to Jesus with a truly sanctified heart.  They are faithful in the sense that they are “full of faith.”  They are constant, consistent, people of their word, full of integrity and pure.  You can trust them.  They follow through on what they say they will do.  They are committed and sold out to Jesus.  They have proven to be sacrificial to the cause of Christ.  They are faithful to you as their leader.  They have been faithful to the Discipleship vision and model that God has given you to implement.  They have attended the courses, classes and retreats.  They have been faithful in the homework and assignments.  They have been faithful to memorize Scripture.  They have been faithful in “little things” and they are about to be entrusted with much… the Discipling of a young Christian. 

A.= AVAILABLE – They really want to meet with you and they are willing to re-arrange their schedules to make quality time happen with you.  You don’t have to chase them down to meet with them.  They are very good about returning phone calls to you and they have proven to you that they see that meeting with you regularly is a very high priority and that on-going discipling can’t happen without regular, unrushed appointments with you.  They make themselves available to you.

I.= INTIMATE WITH JESUS – They are constantly drawing closer and closer to Jesus.  They passionately love Jesus and sacrifice for Him.  They are people of prayer and worship.  They love being with Jesus.  Obeying Jesus is their highest priority.  Their highest priority is to be like Jesus and to please Him at all costs.

T.= TEACHABLE – They are teachable.  They are “correctable.”  They allow you to speak into their hearts.  They allow you to correct them and even invite you to do it.  They see the value of listening to you and learning what God is teaching you.  They change when you ask them to change something that is detrimental to their witness or their walk with God.  They want to be “coached.”  They don’t know it all.  They have a basic humility that causes them to listen well and apply what they are learning. They respond well to correction, reproof and rebuke. They invite your constructive criticism.  They are hungry to change, if necessary, to be more like Jesus or to be more effective at DiscipleMaking.

H.= HEART AND PASSION FOR THE VISION – They really get it.  They are sold out to the cause of Christ and the mission of making Disciples that make Disciples.  They see the value of The Master’s Plan and they are excited about implementing it.  They “see” beyond what is going on… and they are excited about what God is getting ready to do.  They talk about the vision of making Disciples of Jesus.  They are willing to rearrange their lives and values to pursue the high calling of making Disciples.

F.= FRUITFUL – They win souls.  They have a passion for lost people that results in fervent intercession and supplication (fervent, passionate begging) for those without Christ.  They are people of influence.  They make things happen.  Their Life Groups (small groups) actually grow and attract people.  They are successful at soul-winning and connecting new Christians into their group and into the church.  They are willing to be pruned by The Father for the sake of more fruit.  They are not content with the status quo and they want to continually be improving and abiding in Christ so that they can win more souls.  They truly believe that Jesus meant it when He said that His Father was glorified when we bear MUCH FRUIT! (John 15:8)  They are willing to try new strategies to “by all means win some.”  They are willing to set goals and pray and work to see these goals met.  They are willing to be trained to be more effective at reaching people for Jesus.  They believe that Jesus can make them “100X” people who are truly fruitful for our Lord.  They are not happy or content with their present level of fruitfulness.

U.= UNDER AUTHORITY – They see the value of being under authority and they recognize that effectiveness, power, authority, leadership, blessing, protection and much fruitfulness results from properly being under godly authority.  They joyfully submit to you as to the Lord.  They see the value of submission.  They realize that they can’t be a good leader if they haven’t proven to be a good follower.  They know that only those under authority will be given godly authority.  They covet proper covering and the protection that comes from being under the authority that God has given them to honor and follow.

L.= LOVE – They love you and you love them.  They have a love for Jesus and a love for people.  There is a natural affinity, affection and attraction (for close friendship) between you and them.  You really enjoy being with them and hanging out with them.  They want to be close to you.  They want to be in your 12.  They are willing to pay almost any cost and do almost anything to help you accomplish God’s vision for reaching the lost world.

M.= MIGHTY IN SPIRIT – They are mighty in prayer and intercession.  They are mighty in spiritual warfare.  The power of  their godly spirit can influence and motivate others. They are mighty in God.  Their spirit is moved and powered by God.  These are God’s Generals!  
E.=EMULATABLE – They live a life worth emulating.  They have solid integrity.  They have a strong, pure, righteous spirit.  You know that you can trust a new Christian with them.  They can properly say, along with Paul, “imitate me as I imitate Christ.”  They are good role models as Christians, spouses, parents, servant leaders.  They have irreproachable character.

N.= NAMED AND NOMINATED BY GOD – as you fervently prayed over them God chose them for you.  Jesus spent all night in prayer seeking His Father’s direction regarding the selection of His original 12.  God will guide you and of all the qualities mentioned… this is probably the “trump card” that is more important than the others.  If God has called you to work with someone and include them in your inner circle of Disciples…then you need to obey God even if they are missing some of the other qualities and characteristics.  God will hand-pick your Disciples for you…if you let Him.  Begin now to pray and ask God to give you your Disciples.

For our ladies… you can use the acrostic F.A.I.T.H.F.U.L.  W.O.M.E.N. and add the W. and O. with the following:

W.= WINSOME, attractive personality.  They are gentle, loving, compassionate, Christ-like, full of mercy and grace.  They are “likeable”…other ladies just like being around them.  They are good friends.  They are full of encouragement and favor for others.

O.= OBEDIENT TO JESUS – They pray and they obey.  They are serious about obeying their Lord Jesus no matter what it costs.  

*****************************************************************

No doubt, this seems like an impossible and idealistic list.  I almost feel like saying, “Man, if I can find somebody that is all of this… I shouldn’t be discipling them…they should be discipling me!”  or  “If they have all of these qualities before we begin to work with them… do they even need us to disciple them at all?”

The truth is that probably very few people – before they are discipled – will exhibit all of these qualities or characteristics.  Peter and John didn’t necessarily have all of these qualities before Jesus called them to follow Him.  But our Lord must have seen the potential in them and of course, the Father, told Him who to pick for His 12.  They weren’t perfect before or after Jesus spent 3 years with them.  But they all had incredible potential that the Holy Spirit could use and develop.  Jesus looked for the right heart attitudes in His Disciples.

Your Disciple doesn’t have to be totally perfect and totally Christlike before you begin to disciple them.  However, with the discernment of the Holy Spirit, we can trust that the Lord can show us the heart and potential in each of the people that we will serve and lead.  These qualities or characteristics may be only in “embryonic form” when you first begin to pour your life into your special Disciple.  God will help you to help them to develop in these areas.  

Hopefully you can see many or most of these qualities in the potential Disciple that you are prayerfully considering.  God can help you to train and coach your God-chosen Disciple in the areas where maybe they need to grow and develop some more.  

On the other hand, if you can’t imagine the potential Disciple ever measuring up in any of these areas… you probably shouldn’t enter into a Discipling relationship at this level with them.  You can still love them, bless them, and at points coach them but you would probably be wise not to invest too much of your limited time with someone who didn’t exhibit any of these qualities or only a very few of them.

God will guide you as you fervently seek His will and direction in this matter.  God has already chosen Who He wants you to Disciple.  He already knows their name.  Ask Him to lead you to the people He has chosen for you to invest your life into – for a long time.  No wonder Jesus spent all night in prayer before He chose His 12!

One more thought… this is a good checklist for each of us.  If this is what we should be looking for in someone else…maybe we ought to ask Jesus to make us examples in each of these key areas so that we can model each of them for the Disciples that Jesus gives us.

Look over the list and check the ones that you feel good and strong in … and note the ones that you need to work on with God’s help.  By God’s grace and power we can all be FAITHFUL MEN or FAITHFUL WOMEN.

DISCIPLING PRINCIPLE #39
The Principle of Seeing Jesus 

We have no interest in making Disciples after our own image.  We want to make Disciples after the image of  Jesus.  It is true that we reproduce what we are.  We want to reproduce Jesus in others.  This reminds us again how absolutely necessary it is for us that we become increasingly more and more like Jesus.  Our Disciples must see Jesus in us.  We must show them Jesus in every way.  

How do we become more and more like Jesus so that those we are discipling can truly SEE JESUS?  We become like Jesus by:

· Spending lots and lots of time with Him in prayer, worship and listening to Him.

· Spending a lot of time with Him in His Word.

· Thinking about Him.

· Including Him in everything and inquiring of Him about everything that we are going through… all of our decisions… large and small.

· Obeying Him in everything… including the details of our lives.

· Loving on Him in pure praise, worship and adoration.

· Framing all of our lives around His Lordship.  Remember He has an opinion on everything!

As we become more and more like Him our friends, family and Disciples will see Jesus in us.  They will either be drawn to Him or repelled by His pure Holiness in us.

When we are holy… that is, like Jesus… people will see Jesus in us.

Holiness = being like Jesus.  Our Passion is to become like Jesus

Hebrews 12:14  (New International Version)
Make every effort to live in peace with all men and to be holy; without holiness no one will see the Lord. 
Most of the time when we have read this verse we have interpreted it to say that if we are not holy then we will not see the Lord Jesus in Heaven… in other words, we will go to hell.  While this interpretation is no doubt true… there is another, equally true interpretation that can be applied to this great verse.  

In context, this verse is talking about our relationship with God and our relationships with others.  In this verse specifically it tells us to “make every effort to live in peace with all men and to be holy”.  It is talking about holiness in relation to our relationships.  It is talking about peace with others and being holy in our relating to others.  Then it says that “without holiness no one will see the Lord.”

Since it is talking about our relationships with others and holiness.  Then the following interpretation is also accurate.

“Without holiness” – since we know that holiness = Christlikeness, then this verse is saying that if we are not Christlike… no one else will see the Lord Jesus in us!  We must be holy so that others can see Jesus in us.  If no one in your family is holy… then no one in your family will be able to see Jesus in your family.

We want our Disciples to become like Jesus.  They will only see Jesus in us if we are holy!  Once again, we are seeing that to be a good DiscipleMaker we must be like Jesus.  

When I am holy like Jesus… it will not be hard for those following in my footsteps to see Jesus.

If  I am not holy then I will not portray Christ and others will not see Him … and there is no hope of them becoming like Him!

Lord Jesus Christ, make us more and more and like You so that we can be holy like You so that our Disciples can see You!...and someday become like You as well!
Without Holiness in me… no one will see Jesus in me.
DISCIPLING PRINCIPLE #40

The Principle of Informal vs. Formal DiscipleMaking
All effective discipling involves two kinds of DiscipleMaking.  We will call one “informal” and the other “formal” DiscipleMaking.  Both are necessary, but one is much more powerful and has much more impact than the other one.

“Formal DiscipleMaking” = this is when you have a set time and a set curriculum or body of information that you are wanting to convey to your Disciple.  This is the sharing of insights, Bible study, preaching, teaching, lecturing, books, CDs, DVDs, videos, seminars, conferences, Encounter retreats, all of the Master’s Plan courses and classes and all other “formal” settings where it is “Discipling” time.  There is a student and a teacher.  The information flow is typically one way.  This is the “content” side of  the equation that we have talked about before in Discipling Principle #5  (Discipling = Content + Context).  This is Jesus giving His Disciples the Sermon on the Mount.  This is Paul writing the Book of Romans to the Christians in Rome.  This is Paul teaching everyday for two years in the school of  Tyrannus in Acts 19:9.  Formal DiscipleMaking is seen in the Great Commission in Matthew 28:20 where Jesus says, “…teaching them to observe all that I commanded you;”  There is a time and a place for “Formal DiscipleMaking”.  We have got to have it.  We need to do this one-on-one, in small groups, in large groups, on Sunday morning in church, in our families, in our Master’s Plan courses and classes and in our Sunday School classes and Life Groups.  Formal DiscipleMaking is important.  But it is not nearly as important or as powerful as “Informal DiscipleMaking.”  

“Informal DiscipleMaking” =  This is the kind of DiscipleMaking that happens in “down” times.  This is the kind of influence that is wielded in the foyer of every church after services on Sunday, or in the parking lot, by both godly and ungodly people.  This is what happens at the 4th of July picnic or the Super Bowl party at your house.  This is the kind of DiscipleMaking that happens when you don’t realize that anybody is seriously paying attention.  This is where true values and priorities are taught and “caught” by the people that are around us.  This is what happens at the ball game and on your day off.  This is what happens in the family room of your home or around the table at dinner.  This is the kind of DiscipleMaking that is found in the little phrase in the Great Commission that begins with “as you are going make disciples…” (Matthew 28:19)  This is the life-to-life discipling that happens when you aren’t aware that you are discipling anybody.  This is the kind of discipling that God speaks of in Deuteronomy 6:7…  “you shall talk of them (the commandments and principles of God) when you sit in your house and when you walk by the way and when you lie down and when you rise up.”  This is Informal Discipling.  As you are living life and just doing the normal routines of your day… you are influencing others and having a huge impact on those around you.  This is the kind of discipling that Jesus was doing everyday as He walked from one place to another with His Disciples.  This is the kind of discipling that Jesus was doing around the campfire each night with His men.  This is the kind of influence that Jesus had on the Disciples as they saw Him act and react to His best friends and His worst enemies.  Jesus was informally discipling when He ate with them and fished with them and went to parties with His Disciples.  This is the kind of influence that Jesus had on the hearts and attitudes of His Disciples.  His life and example and questions and conversation in the “informal” moments shaped and formed their hearts to become like His.

Informal Discipling  is the most important and the most powerful type of discipling.  No matter what you say and teach in Formal Discipling… if your Disciples don’t see you living it out in everyday life and everyday informal situations when you aren’t “on”… then your Informal Discipling will always trump your Formal Discipling.  Parents are discipling, for good or for bad, all the time through this style of Informal Discipling.  Our children pick up our heart, attitudes, priorities, values, mannerisms, idioms of speech, perspectives… not because we formally lecture them on these points…but because they have spent “down” time (Informal) with us.

Optimally and ideally, our Informal Discipling backs up, illustrates, reinforces and highlights our Formal Discipling.  In other words, our lives and our very being backs up and models what we have been saying and teaching in our Formal Discipling.  This gives phenomenal credence and validity to our formal teaching and preaching.

One of the greatest DiscipleMakers of our generation is Pastor Hal Perkins.  He reminds us that the phrase in the Great Commission “…baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit…” means more than just dunking people in water and getting them all wet after they have prayed a prayer to become a Christian.  It does mean water baptism, but it is rich with other meanings and nuances.  The word “baptizo” in Greek is used in other places in the New Testament to mean other things besides water baptism.  It can also mean to be totally immersed, completely “drowned”, fully submerged (as when you are dyeing cloth) again and again… So, this phrase can mean more than simply water baptism.  It can also mean that as we are going… we are to completely immerse our Disciples again and again in the name, character, heart, activity and passions of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.  This is Informal Discipling.  As we go about our daily lives… as we go wherever we go – we are to totally submerge and immerse ourselves and our Disciples in the character, heart, and activity of each member of the Trinity.

So we can see that in the Great Commission we have both Formal Discipling and Informal Discipling.  They are both important. We need to do a good job with both. But Informal Discipling is more: memorable, lasting, powerful, and influential.  This is a huge reality!

Too much “discipling” in the past has been heavy on the Formal side of the equation with a huge emphasis on content and one way communication.  This is not producing life-changing, DiscipleMakers who make DiscipleMakers.  We need to do a whole lot better job at being with our Disciples, engaging them in heart-opening questions and dialogue (just like Jesus did) and allowing them to hang out with us so that the powerful influence of  Informal Discipling can begin to shape and form their hearts.

Formal Discipling seeks to inform hearts and minds.  And that is good as far as it goes…it just doesn’t go far enough.  We desperately need more.

Informal Discipling seeks to form hearts ,minds, opinions, attitudes, values, habits, and priorities… to begin to think and feel and act like Jesus to the end that we are conformed to the image of Christ so that lives can be transformed (our own and others)!  This is done by spending lots of time with our Disciples, playing with them, eating with them, hanging out together with them, laughing together, dialoguing together, asking heart-opening questions, sharing heart to heart.  Informal Discipling involves a lot of two-way communication and a lot of  LISTENING to our Disciples.

The Great Commission commands us to do both dimensions of DiscipleMaking… Formal and Informal. 
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