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DiscipleMaker’s Course

Lesson 5
Sessions 1 and 2
Principles 27-30
Complete Notes
Principles of DiscipleMaking V
Introduction:  Jesus has called us to be DiscipleMakers and we are applying ourselves to this great and worthy cause.  We are learning the basic principles of what it means to be a DiscipleMaker and what is involved in discipling others into becoming Fully Devoted Disciples of Jesus.  God is helping us and He will help us in the years ahead as we fervently pray and obey Jesus in this all-important priority.  

Key Memory Verse:  

Colossians 1:3  (New American Standard Bible)
We give thanks to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you 

Objective:  :  The goal of this lesson is to continue to give the DiscipleMaker-in-training basic principles in DiscipleMaking.    
Key Definitions or Concepts:
1.  DiscipleMaking is not easy but it is absolutely necessary.  Baby Christians will not grow up and mature on their own.  It is the logical and loving thing to do with new Christians.  Just as human babies cannot take care of themselves and be expected to: feed, clothe, protect, and nurture themselves – neither can Baby Christians.  Too often, Christians have acted like new Believers were to become mature all by themselves. Human parents know that when they bring a child into this world that they have a HUGE responsibility for at least 18 years.  Humans know that without loving care and feeding their newborn will literally die.  We have witnessed many new Christians dying spiritually because nobody took on the responsibility of becoming their spiritual guardian and caregiver.  Baby Christians desperately need loving spiritual parents.  This is what discipling is all about. 

2.  Discipling is time-consuming and draining.  It is a life-style of giving, giving and giving some more.  Selfish people will rarely disciple another person.  The cost is just too high.  But Jesus has called us to a life-style of giving of ourselves sacrificially.  He told us that it is in giving or “losing” our lives for Him and His cause for others will result in us “finding it” or “saving it”.  

Mark 8:34-37  (New American Standard Bible)
34 And He summoned the multitude with His disciples, and said to them, "If anyone wishes to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me. 35 "For whoever wishes to save his life shall lose it; but whoever loses his life for My sake and the gospel's shall save it. 36 "For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world, and forfeit his soul? 37 "For what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?
Matthew 10:38-39  (New American Standard Bible)
38 "And he who does not take his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of Me. 39 "He who has found his life shall lose it, and he who has lost his life for My sake shall find it. 
Matthew 16:24-26  (New American Standard Bible)
24 Then Jesus said to His disciples, "If anyone wishes to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me. 25 "For whoever wishes to save his life shall lose it; but whoever loses his life for My sake shall find it. 26 "For what will a man be profited, if he gains the whole world, and forfeits his soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul? 

DiscipleMaking involves “losing” ourselves in Jesus and His Great Commission to make Disciples of all nations.  But Jesus says that this is the way to true meaning, purpose in life and maximum fulfillment in life.  You can give your life to no greater purpose than helping another Christian grow, develop in Christ and mature to the point where they can begin to cooperate with the Holy Spirit and reproduce the life-giving characteristics that Jesus has produced in you.  There is no higher calling and nothing in life will bring you greater joy!  Let’s “lose” our lives in the awesome calling of making Disciples of our Lord Jesus.  Imagine what we are going to “find” in Him!

3.  The Great Commission (Matthew 28:18-20) is one of the last things Jesus ever said on this planet before He ascended up to our Heavenly Father.  Typically, a person’s last utterances are often seen as the most significant thing he or she has to say.  Jesus KNEW that He was about to ascend into heaven.  We can rest assured that He chose His last words to His precious Disciples very, very carefully.  These “Last Words” were of vital importance to our LORD.  Making Disciples weighed heavily on the heart of Jesus as He was about to depart to heaven.  When you and I get after the business of making Disciples we can KNOW that we are doing the MOST IMPORTANT thing that Jesus told us to do.  This should fill our hearts with great joy! 

DISCIPLING PRINCIPLE #27

The Principle of Encouragement

There is tremendous power in true, heart-felt, authentic encouragement.  A DiscipleMaker should be one of the greatest Encouragers in the Disciple’s life.  God commands us to encourage each other every single time that we get together.

Hebrews 10:24-25  (New American Standard Bible)
24 and let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds, 25 not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another; and all the more, as you see the day drawing near. 
Hebrews 3:13  (New American Standard Bible)
But encourage one another day after day, as long as it is still called "Today," lest any one of you be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. 
The word “Encouragement” means to give or add courage.  To discourage means to subtract courage.  God knows that we all need encouragement… just like we have a Daily Minimum Requirement of Vitamin C or Vitamin D… so, the LORD knows that we all need encouragement DAILY!  Nobody you know gets enough encouragement.  The most effective Christians are constantly being bombarded by discouragement darts from the enemy of our souls.  We really do need encouragement and we really do need each other – to give and receive daily encouragement.

The Holy Spirit will use the DiscipleMaker to be one of the key agents through which He will encourage and “add courage” to the young, growing Christian.

God can help you to be the NUMBER ONE FAN and CHEERLEADER in the life of the Disciple that God is developing through you.

Of course, there will be times of confrontation and correction in the life of a Disciple.  But as Christopher Adsit has wisely said, “confrontation should be only an occasional island on a sea of encouragement.” 

God wants us to edify and build up our Disciples.  We need to affirm them and bless them verbally and in written form.  

Ask the LORD regularly, “Jesus how do you want me to encourage Your Disciple today?”  Then do whatever it is that He tells you to do.

Believe in them and bless them with positive affirmation and genuine encouragement.  Your Disciple, to a large extent, will become what you believe they will become and what you communicate to them that you believe that, with God, they will become.  People often rise to the expectations that are positively communicated to them by significant people in their lives.

Catch them doing something right.  Praise them publicly.  Praise them privately.  Praise them in prayer to your Heavenly Father, all the time, but especially when they are listening.  They need heart-felt encouragement as much as they need air to breathe.  Satan is constantly doing his worst to demoralize and discourage them… make sure that you are covering them with the “blanket of blessing and encouragement.”

Notice, in Hebrews 3:13 that true encouragement is a deterrent to sin!  It is true spiritual warfare. It is that powerful and that essential.  It is a deterrent to the hardening of heart mentioned in that verse.  It is a deterrent to the deceitfulness of sin… settling in and hardening hearts.  How many of God’s best warriors were ultimately defeated by Satan because they didn’t get enough daily encouragement and they were deceived and then hardened by sin?

Your Disciple needs to learn how to humbly receive true encouragement and thank the giver of the encouragement and give all the glory and credit to Jesus.  Your Disciple needs to learn how to give true encouragement.  As you model the giving and receiving of encouragement in front of your Disciple they will learn how to give and receive it as well.  It is essential that your Disciple learn to be a great Encourager for their: spouse, family, and Disciples.

DISCIPLING PRINCIPLE #28
The Principle of Relationship – Be a Friend to your Disciple!
All true discipling relationships begin and end on this one note of RELATIONSHIP!  Without a solid relationship there will be no discipling.  It all rises or falls on the depth of the relationship that the DiscipleMaker has with the Disciple and the relationship that the DiscipleMaker has with Jesus Christ.

The DiscipleMaker continues to go deeper and deeper into a real love relationship with his or her LORD Jesus.  Out of the passion and intimacy of that fundamental and foundational relationship of the Discipler and their LORD flows the love, motivation, persistence and faithfulness that will be required to make a true Disciple of Jesus.

It all starts with relationship.  If the Disciple-in-training doesn’t feel the love and respect of their Discipler then little else will matter or have any sort of significant, eternal impact.  

The Master’s Plan is all about in-depth, long-term, committed relationships between Discipler and their Disciples of Jesus.  Jesus wants us to connect with our Disciple “for life”.  As long as Paul was alive… Timothy was his “true son in the faith”.  As long as Jesus was on this earth (and beyond) He was committed to His 12 guys.  As long as I have breath I am committed to the people who call me “Dad” and “Poppi” (my grandkids).  We need to begin to develop the same kind of “long view” perspective with the blessed, precious Disciples that Jesus gives us to work with and love for Him. 

Jesus said this about love, relationship, sacrifice, Disciples and friendship:


John 15:12-17  (New American Standard Bible)
12 "This is My commandment, that you love one another, just as I have loved you. 13 "Greater love has no one than this, that one lay down his life for his friends. 14 "You are My friends, if you do what I command you. 15 "No longer do I call you slaves, for the slave does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all things that I have heard from My Father I have made known to you. 16 "You did not choose Me, but I chose you, and appointed you, that you should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain, that whatever you ask of the Father in My name, He may give to you. 17 "This I command you, that you love one another. 

Jesus was a phenomenal example of friendship with His Disciples.  He calls us to do the same with the people that He gives us to Disciple.  

Be a Friend!  Be the best friend that your Disciple ever had!  Be the most compassionate, thoughtful, generous, encouraging, sacrificial, giving friend that they have ever known.  

Pastor Mark Bartel says, “DiscipleMaking is basically friendship with a vision.”  Isn’t that a great sentence?

Everybody needs true, faithful, lasting friends.  God is engineering an incredible relationship between you and the Disciple that He is entrusting to you.  It is God’s will that you be close “for life”.  Work to make that happen.  Determine to do everything in your power to foster and grow the best kind of friendship between you and your Disciple.

Have fun with your Disciple.  Do fun things together.  Play together. Pray together. Waste time together.  Work together. Work out together. Laugh together. Watch TV together. Eat together. Attend ball games together. Take vacations together.  Have fun with each other.  Goof off with each other.  Weep together when life breaks your hearts. Minister together.  Go on a Missions trip together. Help a shut-in together.  Take on a ministry together. Be there for each other.   

DiscipleMaking involves helping the Disciple grow as a WHOLE person… not just as a spiritual person.   True Discipling is a whole lot more than just passing on Bible information or spiritual principles.  

Your Disciple will become a great friend for you as well.  It is a two-way street.  You will love each other. You will bless each other. Let them know that you love them and that you need them as much as they need you. (It’s true!)  

Your Disciple has a lot to offer you in the form of:

· Prayer

· Encouragement

· Instruction

· Friendship

· Accountability

· Advice

· Wisdom

· Fun

· Love 

· Spiritual protection

It must be a two-way street! 

Ask Jesus to help you to be the BEST FRIEND possible for the Disciple that He is developing through you.

Make it your life goal that at the end of your Disciple’s life that they will say something like this:

“Next to Jesus, the one person who blessed me the most and encouraged me the most and loved me the most and helped me the most to become like Jesus was (your name)!”
One of the reasons why The Master’s Plan is touching so many hearts world-wide is because it is based on deep, life-long relationships.  God made us for this.  We need a few of these kind of relationships.  God knows this.  He made us for relationships like this.

Decide that with God’s help that you are going to be your Disciple’s Best Friend.  (in most cases, you won’t have that much “competition”… so few today have any real, close, faithful friends.)
DISCIPLING PRINCIPLE #29
The Principle of Service – Be a Servant to your Disciple

Jesus calls us all to be servants to one another.  Over and over again, our LORD modeled and taught this vital principle.  

Jesus would say this about being a servant for the people that we work with… the people that we serve:

Mark 10:43-45  (New American Standard Bible)
43 "But it is not this way among you, but whoever wishes to become great among you shall be your servant;  44 and whoever wishes to be first among you shall be slave of all. 45 "For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many." 
Philippians 2:3-8  (New American Standard Bible)

3 Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard one another as more important than yourselves;   4 do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others.  5 Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus,   6 who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped,   7 but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men.   8 Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 
Luke 22:23-27 (New American Standard Bible)

23 And they began to discuss among themselves which one of them it might be who was going to do this thing.  24 And there arose also a dispute among them as to which one of them was regarded to be greatest.  25 And He said to them, "The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them; and those who have authority over them are called 'Benefactors.'  26 "But it is not this way with you, but the one who is the greatest among you must become like the youngest, and the leader like the servant.  27 "For who is greater, the one who reclines at the table or the one who serves? Is it not the one who reclines at the table? But I am among you as the one who serves. 

Matthew 23:10-12  (New American Standard Bible)

10 "Do not be called leaders; for One is your Leader, that is, Christ.  11 "But the greatest among you shall be your servant.  12 "Whoever exalts himself shall be humbled; and whoever humbles himself shall be exalted. 

These are just a few of the passages where Jesus spoke of the importance and significance of being a Servant just like He was and is.

Jesus is calling us to serve our Disciples in every way possible.  Remember that before Jesus could release the Disciples to become DiscipleMakers that He had to repeatedly talk to them about the value and virtue of being a true Servant.

It is not God’s will that we see the Disciples that we are working with as our servants, our “under-lings”, or as the people “under us”.  Instead, the Jesus model of DiscipleMaking turns the world’s “pyramid flow chart” model on it’s end and makes the DiscipleMaker the Servant of the Disciple… and everybody else.

If you want to be great in God’s eyes or if you want to be greatly used by God you must become a Servant to everybody!

Matthew 20:25-28   (New American Standard Bible)

25 But Jesus called them to Himself and said, "You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great men exercise authority over them.  26 "It is not this way among you, but whoever wishes to become great among you shall be your servant,  27 and whoever wishes to be first among you shall be your slave;  28 just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many." 

Your Disciple wasn’t given to you by Jesus primarily to bless and enhance your life and ministry and to serve you… rather, you were given your Disciple for you to bless, enhance and serve him or her!
You serve your Jesus best by serving with genuine humility the Disciple that Jesus has divinely placed in your life.

Remember, “like begets like”.  If you are a true humble servant to the one you are discipling there is a very good chance that they will turn out to be true humble servants to the Disciples that God will lead them to serve.  If you are an arrogant unChristlike “leader”… then guess what you will reproduce?

You will get phenomenal joy out of serving your Disciple.  What you do for them and to them is ultimately what you do for Jesus and to Jesus.  (See Matthew 25:31-46)  Jesus is giving you an incredible opportunity to serve Him directly… by serving His young Disciple in the faith.  Jesus will someday thank you personally how you served Him… directly… personally… by serving the Disciple that He hand-picked for you to love and serve.

What a thrilling opportunity that Jesus has given to each of us to grow in quantum leaps in the areas of love, joy, blessing and fulfillment.  What a privilege it is to serve our Disciples!  They are going to be unbelievably used by God in the days ahead… and you get the honor and privilege of blessing them and helping them and serving them … as they become Christlike Disciples and Servants who help others become Christlike Disciples and Servants of Jesus and of others.

DISCIPLING PRINCIPLE #30

The Principle of Love  

According to Jesus it is all about Love.  It all starts with God’s love towards us.  Because He first loved us passionately with Agape (unconditional, unselfish, sacrificial) Love we can Love Him back. (I John 4:19)  Because of His great Love we can truly Love ourselves and Love others.

To be a Christlike DiscipleMaker we need to develop a passionate Love life with our Heavenly Father.  We need to develop a heart for God.  We must Love God supremely and with all of our being.

Matthew 22:37-40  (New American Standard Bible)

37 And He said to him, "'YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND.' 38 "This is the great and foremost commandment. 39 "The second is like it, 'YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.' 40 "On these two commandments depend the whole Law and the Prophets." 
Mark’s Gospel gives us a bit fuller rendition of the same commandments:


Mark 12:30-31  (New American Standard Bible)
30 AND YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND, AND WITH ALL YOUR STRENGTH.' 31 "The second is this, 'YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.' There is no other commandment greater than these." 
Loving God passionately and totally is so vital to helping someone else grow in God’s Love and becoming a Christlike Disciple.  When everything else dries up and you feel like quitting only a growing passionate Love life with your Heavenly Father will keep you going.  Discipline, external obedience and a sense of duty will only carry us so far… Love for ABBA, Daddy, Father, is the one thing that will keep us making Disciples of Jesus. 

Develop a Love relationship with each member of the Trinity.  Grow in your love and appreciation for the Holy Spirit.  He is Your personal: coach, confidant, teacher, counselor, comforter, advocate, convictor, trainer, and friend.  Honor Him. Love Him. Pray to Him. Bless Him.  He is the Lord of the Harvest… cry out to Him for Laborers.

Love on your LORD Jesus and “abide” in Him, His Word and His Love.  Listen to what Jesus says about abiding, love, and fruit-bearing for our Father:


John 15:1-11  (New American Standard Bible)
1 "I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. 2 "Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit, He takes away; and every branch that bears fruit, He prunes it, that it may bear more fruit. 3 "You are already clean because of the word which I have spoken to you. 4 "Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, so neither can you, unless you abide in Me. 5 "I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me, and I in him, he bears much fruit; for apart from Me you can do nothing. 6 "If anyone does not abide in Me, he is thrown away as a branch, and dries up; and they gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned. 7 "If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it shall be done for you. 8 "By this is My Father glorified, that you bear much fruit, and so prove to be My disciples. 9 "Just as the Father has loved Me, I have also loved you; abide in My love. 10 "If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love; just as I have kept My Father's commandments, and abide in His love. 11 "These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may be in you, and that your joy may be made full. 
Jesus is calling us into the most intimate fellowship with Him.  

The word “abide” means: “to be in close and intimate relationship”  “to live in”  “to settle in”  “to be constantly with”  “to be consistently in the tightest relationship”.  Jesus is calling us in close to His heart.  He wants us to catch His burden and His heart for lost and dying people.  He wants us to love on Him and draw close to Him so that we minister to others out of the overflow of our passionate Love life with Him.

From the world of botany we learn that when the life flow is interrupted between a tree and one its branches, the first thing the branch stops producing is fruit.  Death begins to set in other dimensions shortly after that.  The next thing that stops happening is that there is no new growth.  No fruit and then no growth.  Then the branch that has been cut off somehow from the main trunk of the tree begins to lose the leaves that it already had.  Shortly after that, the branch itself begins to wither and it dies.  What a picture for us of “branches” (Christians like so many of us) that somehow get “cut-off” from the daily life-flow of Jesus.  

Notice what Jesus says in this passage about fruit-bearing.

Notice what our LORD says about branches that DON’T bear fruit!  They go to the fire!

Do you really believe that without Him you can do absolutely NOTHING!  (John 15:5)

What will it take for you to stay out of the burn pile?  What will it take for you to truly ABIDE in Jesus on a daily basis?   Abide in Him.  Abide in His Word and let His Word abide in you.  Abide in His Love!

Notice what it takes to abide in Jesus’ love.  (John 15:10)

The Principle of Love also extends to our Disciple.

Jesus tells us that we are to love our neighbor (Disciple) as ourselves.  Jesus doesn’t want us to see our Disciples as our “clients” or “patients” or “students” or “servants” or as our “project”.  He wants us to love them compassionately just as He loves us.

I am to love my Disciple as Jesus loves me.  (John 13:34-35)

Jesus loves me unconditionally, totally, completely, sacrificially, and with all of the love that He has!

Ask your LORD to help you to develop a heart of deep love for your Disciple.  Your Disciple will forget much of what you say, but he or she will never forget how you make them feel.  They will always remember if you loved them deeply or not.  

Browse through this collection of quotes on this most-important subject:
1.) "I shall allow no man to belittle my soul by making me hate him."

                                           ‑Booker T. Washington

2.) "Sooner or later life treats everybody the same ‑ it breaks your heart.  Remember this, meet people's needs, "bind up broken hearts", be gentle and tender with people...there will come a day when you will need gentleness and tenderness from others ("what you sow you shall reap", "give and it shall be given unto you"...remember the principle of reciprocity)...be merciful and forgiving...you will need mercy and  forgiveness someday. Hurt with people, weep with those who weep, find out where and how and when their heart was broken...find out where and why they weep...love them, minister to them at the point of their hurt."  







-Craig Wesley Rench

3.) "Treat everybody you meet as if their heart was broken...in most cases you won't be far off from the truth. Treat them as if they were hurting."      - Craig Wesley Rench

4.) "The way you see people is the way you treat them. So, realize WHO they really are in God's sight and how very precious and priceless they are to Him. Love God's kids for Him...He will love you and bless you  greatly for doing that. God measures how much we love Him by how we treat the person standing in front of us. God wants us to HONOR them and treat them the way God HONORS them and treats them. He will tremendously bless and honor us for doing this for Him."                 - Craig Wesley Rench

5.) "We tend to treat people the way that we think God is treating us...so, spend great amounts of time letting ABBA just love you...it will so tenderize you it will transform the way you see and treat others."                                         
- Craig Wesley Rench

6.) "It is better to err on the side of grace, mercy, compassion, forgiveness, gentleness, tenderness, patience...all qualities of Christlikeness and the very way that He treats us...than to err on the side of criticalness, judgmentalism, harshness, meanness, rigidness, hardness ... all qualities of the Devil and the Pharisees ... all qualities that grieve and quench the Spirit."  

 - Craig Wesley Rench

7.) "Listen to speakers, authors, teachers and preachers who build mankind. Be one of them."    

 - Craig Wesley Rench

8.) "If you really want to be up in life, look for the good in other people and tell them about it...and do it in front of others."                                           - Craig Wesley Rench

9.) "It is never to late to affect a positive change in somebody's life."

10.) "The greatest single cause of a poor self‑image is the absence of  unconditional love."

11.) "If you love somebody you will always believe in them and believe the best of them."   - Paul in I Corin. 13:7b

12.) "The best exercise is to reach down and lift someone else up."

13.) "People need loving the most when they deserve it the least."         ‑Mary Crowley

14.) "When you put faith, hope, and love together, you can raise positive kids in a negative world."   

15.) "If people like you they will listen to you, but if they trust you they'll do business with you."

16.) "When you make people feel important, you're going to be ahead of the game."

17.) "If you go out looking for friends, you're going to find they're very scarce. If you go out to be a friend, you'll find them everywhere."

18.) "A key in winning relationships is to let the other person feel important." Knock yourself out to HONOR them and watch how they respond to you and your message. People are desperately hungry for someone, anyone to HONOR them and listen to them and make them feel significant and important."                      - 
- Craig Wesley Rench

19.) "Love them into greatness! When you see a truly great church...some pastor loved them into
greatness. When you see a truly great person...somebody loved them into greatness. When you see a truly great pastor...some church loved them into greatness."       
- Craig Wesley Rench on an expansion of a thought by H. B. London

20.) "Imagine everybody you meet wearing an invisible sign that reads:

        "PLEASE MAKE ME FEEL IMPORTANT!!"   then do just that."  - Craig Wesley Rench

21.) "Outserve everybody you meet in making them feel important...they are! They are extremely important to Your ABBA. Wash their feet by giving them what they crave most...a sense that they are important...and truly they are...God HONORS them...He thinks that they are important...He thinks that they are more important than anything else in His entire universe!!"   - Craig Wesley Rench

22.) "Keep your forgiveness up to date."  ‑Dr. Ted Cole

23.) "Keep your Love Life up to date." ‑Dr. Ted Cole

24.) "Make Divine Love to audiences." ‑Dr. Ted Cole

25.) "Make Love, Divine Pure Love to people."  ‑Dr. Ted Cole

26.) "Love people and the numbers will take care of themselves." ‑Dr. Earl Lee

27.) "The key to all good communication is the ability to love as Christ loved"   ‑Becky Pippert

28.) "Ultimately, love is everything!"     ‑Becky Pippert

29.) "Remember who you are really talking to...if you could see now what that person is going to become someday in glory...standing resplendent in their awesome robes of righteousness with the reflected glory of Jesus...if we could see them right now...the way they are going to be for all of eternity...ruling and reigning on Christ's throne...we would be tempted to fall down and worship them."      ‑Becky Pippert paraphrasing 

C.S. Lewis
30.)  People will be drawn to my church if I:

      ‑passionately and demonstratively love Jesus  and

      ‑passionately and demonstratively love people...them!    - Craig Wesley Rench

31.) "Feed them Faith!"  - Dr. Ted Cole

32.) "At the end of life we shall not be asked how much pleasure we had in it, but how much service we gave; not how happy we were, but how helpful we were; not how much ambition was gratified, but in how, in love we served."  ‑Hugo Black

33.) "Ultimately all of life will boil down to this:

        Who did You love....and Who loved You...starting with Jesus."  ‑Dr. James Dobson

34.) "Do unto others (first) as you would have them do unto you."        ‑Jesus of Nazareth

35.) "You did it to me!"  ‑ Jesus Christ

36.) "Love is the most important ingredient of success. Without it, our life echoes emptiness. With it, our life vibrates warmth and meaning. Even in hardship, love shines through. Therefore, search for love. Once we  have learned to love, we will have learned to live."      ‑ The Best Of Success

37.) "We are all born for love. It is the principle of existence, and its only end." ‑ Benjamin Disreali

38.) "The cure for all the ills and wrongs, the cares, the sorrows, and the crimes of humanity, all lie in that one word "love". It is the divine vitality that everywhere produces and restores  life."      - Lydia Maria Child

39.) "What force is more potent than love?"   ‑ Igor Stravinsky

40.) "Love is the river of life in this world."  ‑ Henry Ward Beecher

41.) "Love...if you have it, you don't need to have anything else, and if you don't have it, it doesn't much matter what else you have."                            ‑ Sir James M. Barrie

42.) "Love is all you need."  -John Lennon and Paul McCartney

43.) "Love is all we have."  - Euripides

44.) "Love is everything. It is the key to life, and its influences are those that move the world."   




- Ralph Waldo Trine

45.) "No thoughtful man ever came to the end of his life, and had time and a little space of calm from which to look back upon it, who did not know and acknowledge that it was what he had done unselfishly and for others, and nothing else, that satisfied him in the retrospect, and made him feel that he had played the man."    
- Woodrow Wilson

46.) "The best portion of a good man's life, -- his little nameless, unremembered acts of kindness and of love."    
- William Wordsworth

47.) "You will find as you look back upon your life that the moments that stand out, the moments when you have really lived, are the moments when you have done things in a spirit of love."   - Henry Drummond

48.) "Do all things with love."   - Og Mandino

49.) "Whether life is worth living depends on whether there is love in life." - R. D. Laing

50.) "Once you have learned to love, you will have learned to live."    - Unknown

51.) "Treasure the love you receive above all. It will survive long after your gold and good health have vanished."   
- Og Mandino

52.) "Love is life...and if you miss love, you miss life."  - Leo Buscaglia

53.) "We know that we have passed from death into life, because we love…”- I John 3:14

54.) "To love abundantly is to live abundantly, and to love forever is to live forever."       - Henry Drummond

55.) "THE TEN COMMANDMENTS OF HUMAN RELATIONSHIPS"

1.) Speak to people     2.) Smile at people     3.) Call people by name     4.) Be friendly and helpful     
5.) Be cordial     6.) Have a genuine interest in people     7.) Be generous with praise     8.) Be considerate of the feelings of others     9.) Be thoughtful of the opinions of others     10.) Be alert to give service 
                     - John Maxwell

56.) "The measure of a man is not how great his faith is, but how great his love is."  

- God's Little Devotional Book

57.) "Those who receive your love today will be much more interested in hearing about your faith tomorrow."   - God's Little Devotional Book

58.) "It was said of one preacher, 'If you want to feel his love, hurt him.' He had such divine love that it overflowed especially in the midst of opposition, ill-will, and personal injury."  
- John Drescher

59.) Personalized and Paraphrased I Corinthians 13  -- I personalized and paraphrased this great passage and put my own name in it.  You can do the same for yourself.  This passage will speak to you in brand new ways when you put your own name in it like I did.  What a convicting challenge to read God’s Word this way!  After I did this, I got on my knees and begged God to help me begin to love like this!  I have so far to go and so far to grow!  But, by God’s great grace and by Jesus’ help this is the kind of love that I want to have for others someday!
"If Craig speaks with the tongues of men and of angels, and he is widely known as the greatest preacher of all time and he can move masses with  his powerful speech...but if he doesn't really have love for others and His Lord then he is just a bunch of hot air and worthless noise. If Craig can perfectly predict the future and has flawless prophetic abilities and understands and can articulate all the mysteries of the universe and of God...and if he literally knows more than everybody on earth...and he is acclaimed as the world's modern Solomon in all of wisdom...and if he is known as the most faith-filled man in the history of the world...so that incredible miracles happen at his command...and mountains literally move at his voice...but he doesn't really love others with God's agape love...then he is absolutely worth nothing...his life is worthless and he is nothing but a big zero full of pride and vainglory. And if Craig were to give all of his money and possessions to feed the poor, and he were to put Mother Theresa to shame by his service to the poor, and if he even allowed himself to be burned at the stake for the cause of Christ and others....but he doesn't truly love others like Jesus loves them...then it will be totally worthless to others and to him...nothing will be credited to his account...he gains nothing!! But, if Craig will let ABBA love him and change him and fill him daily with His love...and if Craig will embrace Jesus daily and clothe himself with humility and love for others...like Jesus did...then someday it will be said of Craig:  Craig is patient, Craig is kind, Craig is not jealous, or envious of the success and blessings of others, for he really loves them. Craig never brags and he is not arrogant, Craig is never proud, haughty, selfish or rude. Craig does not act unbecomingly. Craig is not self-seeking or self-centered. Craig is not concerned with getting the credit, the glory, the attention, or the applause of others. Craig is never provoked by others. Craig is not easily angered. Craig never criticizes anybody. Craig never demands his own way...or demands that his opinion prevail. Craig would rather listen to others than hear himself talk. Craig is an aggressive listener. He is a gifted listener. Craig is not irritable or touchy. Craig does not remember when somebody does wrong to him. Craig never holds grudges and never tries to get revenge. Craig is never glad about injustice or unrighteousness, but he rejoices whenever truth wins out. Craig always protects, Craig covers others with his love, Craig is always loyal, Craig bears all things, Craig is known for his forbearance for others, Craig believes the best of others, Craig sticks with others no matter what the cost, Craig hopes for the best in others, Craig hangs in there and he never gives up on others, Craig endures all things. Craig always stands his ground in defending others. Craig never fails and his love never fails...he never quits loving.”
                                O God, Please let me love like this…love like YOU!

60.) "The supreme happiness of life is the conviction that we are loved." - Victor Hugo

61.) "When faced with someone who doesn't like or love you...decide with God's love and God's grace to love them into loving you. Love them with His Agape love."     - Craig Wesley Rench

62.) "In relational evangelism...we must love them until they ask 'Why',  then we can tell them about Him."








- Craig Wesley Rench

63.) "Relationships help us to define who we are and what we can become. Most of us trace our successes to pivotal relationships." 



- Donald O. Clifton and Paula Nelson

64.) "80% of the value of our relationships comes from 20% of the relationships. 80% of the value of our relationships comes from the 20% of close relationships that we form first in our lives. We devote much less than 80% of our attention to the 20% of relationships that create 80% of the value."    - Richard Koch

65.) "Nothing is more important than your choice of alliances and how you build them. Without them you are nothing. With them, you can transform your life, often the lives of those around you, and occasionally, in small or large ways, the course of history."   - Richard Koch

66.) "History is determined and changed by dedicated individuals who form effective alliances with a small number of close collaborators."   - Richard Koch
67.) "There is medical evidence that high levels of stress can be coped with provided that we have a few excellent personal relationships."   - Richard Koch

68.) "Relationship, not hierarchy, is the basis of spiritual authority. Holding a position, filling an office, or being elected to a place of importance is not how spiritual elders are made--they earn it! One qualifies to be a leader by developing relationships."   (by really loving others!)     - Dick Iverson

69.) "In the broad sense, networking is simply enhancing life by sharing resources through relationships and connections. Networking depends on these relationships and connections as the core of its power....Networking is becoming so valuable that soon financial worth may not be measured in terms of money, but in terms of the network of connections."   - David Cannistraci

70.) "Apostolic networks are different from most denominations because in networks, relationships (not policies and rules) are the main source of organizational strength."   -  David Cannistraci

71.) "God organizes His kingdom through gifts of friendship." - John Dawson

72.) "Relationships are the most essential key to networking. Anything built on rules and control is destined to fail." 


- David Cannistraci

73.) "People coming together in relationship create the kingdom net, and walking in the truth of God's Word washes the net. How does the Kingdom net get cleansed? The apostle John gave the answer; it is the power of relationship! 'But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin' (I John 1:7).  Something happens when God's people get together in radiant fellowship. Fellowship refines us and produces the glow of purity in our lives. When we fail to fellowship, we can become polluted with wrong thoughts, sins and misconceptions. An apostolic network that lacks the horizontal element of life in the Spirit will lack the strength and purity needed to accomplish great things."      - David Cannistraci

74.) "Love is the miracle cure. Loving ourselves works miracles in our lives."   - Louise Hay

75.) "They may forget what you said, (or preached or taught) but they will never forget how you made them feel."   


- Carl W. Buehner

76.) "The reason I go to hospitals and spend time with the grieving and send cards to those at Christmas time who have lost a loved one that year is because I want to stay in touch with hurt. I want to stay in touch with pain. I want to feel the hurt in hearts...that makes me a more compassionate pastor."    
- Dr. Jim Henry    Pastor of Orlando First Baptist

77.) "Try and remember 5 speeches, lectures or sermons that changed your life. Most people can't do it...now try and remember 5 people who changed your life and impacted you with their life and relationship to you...  Most people can easily think of 5 people who had an incredible impact on them...This speaks of the power of relationships and discipling."                   - Craig Wesley Rench

 78.) “I am Loved!  I am a Lover!  That’s Enough!  I Win!”  - Debbi Perkins
 79.) “A new believer grows in the atmosphere of love.  He may forget all the facts he learns, but he will never forget the memories in which he was loved by his discipler.”  - Yayoi Ikeda

80.) “Everything else I do as a discipler should be a result of my love, compassion, and concern for the disciple.  If I love, I’ll be faithful and encouraging and exhortative and corrective.  I’ll be obedient to God’s Word and loyal to my disciple.”  



- Steve Morgan

81.) “Love causes a man to give of himself to another (John 15:13). Without love the gifts of the Spirit are nothing (I Corinthians 13:1-3).  By love I see a man’s potential (II Corinthians 5:14-16).” 
- John Newland

82.) “Love is the mark of a disciple (John 13:34-35).  Boiling I Corinthians 13 down into one main character quality, the result would probably be ‘consistent attention to another’s interests’ (Philippians 2:4,20).”      
 - Lloyd Peckham

83.) “As I love God and people, I will seek their best at my expense (John 12:24).”  - Bob Vidano
Jesus was and is the Greatest Lover of all time.  Listen to this verse about how Jesus loved His Disciples:  John 13:1c  “having loved His own who were in the world, He loved them to the end!”  LORD Jesus, help me to love my Disciples like you love me and like you loved your disciples – to the very end!  DiscipleMaking is loving people into Christlike maturity one at a time!
3

