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DiscipleMaker’s Course
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Sessions 1 and 2
Principles #41-47
Complete Notes

Principles of DiscipleMaking VIII
Introduction:  If the Christian life was breathing there would be both spiritual inhaling and spiritual exhaling.  As in physical breathing you need to both inhale and exhale or you die.  Spiritual Inhaling is:  prayer, personal Bible reading and study, Bible memorization,  Bible meditation, fellowship with other believers, service to the Body of Christ, worship, being mentored or discipled by someone else, personal journaling, listening to sermons and Bible lectures, mutual ministry to one another, loving other Christians, encouragement, Sunday services, Sunday School, group Bible studies, accountability groups, giving to needy Christians, and listening to Christian tapes and music.  It is good to “take in” as much as we can of great, solid, spiritual food, fellowship and nourishment.  This is all “taking in”.  This is Spiritual Inhaling.  But if that is all you do… inhale… you will die.  You will suffocate spiritually… unless you get around to Spiritual Exhaling.  What is Spiritual Exhaling?  Quite simply it is witnessing, compassionate ministries to people who aren’t believers, giving to and serving pre-Christians, evangelism, using our gifts to find ways to share Christ with those who don’t know Him yet, soul-winning and DiscipleMaking.  It is “giving out” to non-Christians, pre-Christians, new Christians and young Disciples.  It is pouring your life into another.  It is taking all the good “stuff” you are receiving from the LORD and others and sharing it with someone else.  Too many of us are almost suffocating spiritually because we are big on spiritual inhaling and fairly weak at spiritual exhaling.  The Master’s Plan is designed to help us finally to “breathe out” and get that healthy spiritual breathing rhythm going between inhaling and exhaling. 
Key Memory Verse: 

I John 2:6  (New American Standard Bible)
the one who says he abides in Him ought himself to walk in the same manner as He walked. 

It is our fervent desire and passion to become like Jesus in every way.  We want to act like Jesus, think like Jesus, love like Jesus, forgive like Jesus, bless like Jesus, listen like Jesus, pray like Jesus, react like Jesus, and make Disciples like Jesus made Disciples.

Objective:  The goal of this lesson is to continue to give the DiscipleMaker-in-training basic principles in DiscipleMaking.  
Key Definitions or Concepts:
1.  The Great Commission found in Matthew 28:19-20 (“Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations…”) is often seen by many Christians as: 

· The Great Guilt Trip (because we don’t do it and we feel guilty every time we are reminded of what we are supposed to be doing)  or… 

· The Great Omission (because we really do mean to get around to it… but we just never quite actually get out the door and do it) or …

· The Great Imposition (because we view this great Command of our LORD as a huge hassle and impossibly difficult inconvenience) or …

· The Great Impossibility (because we can’t possibly imagine ourselves actually doing it because we are so: inadequate, poorly trained, frightened, unworthy, unholy, imperfect or ___you fill in the excuse_____) or…

· The Great Idealistic Dream (because it is just an unrealistic dream of Jesus’ that anybody, much less everybody who is a Christian, would actually take Him seriously on this beautiful but fanciful fantasy of His of making Disciples of every nation) or…
· The Great Delegation  (because we “delegate” our responsibility to obey Jesus to the professional pastors and missionaries who really know how to do this sort of stuff.  This is also known as “The Great Cop-Out” or “The Great Pass-The-Buck”)   

But it is really The Great Privilege and The Great Honor!  God, being God, could certainly spread the Gospel without us!  The LORD could use angels, and even talking eagles like in Revelation 8:13 to share the Good News of Jesus and make disciples.  He could have done it all without you and me.  God is not limited in any way to human agents like us.  Jesus, being the Supernatural God of the Universe, could have done it all by Himself.  In a sense, He could have set this whole thing up in a way where He wouldn’t need us fallible, weak, imperfect people at all to accomplish His purposes of reaching and winning the whole world!  But our LORD has chosen to honor and bless us and call us into the greatest enterprise of all time.  It is indeed The GREAT PRIVILEGE and The GREAT HONOR.  For all of eternity future we are going to be thanking Jesus that He allowed us to get in on this great business of evangelism, witnessing and DiscipleMaking.  God has incredibly honored us and blessed us to allow us to have a small but very significant role in the salvation and discipling of someone else.  We are SO BLESSED!

Assignment:  Give it some thought and jot down some ideas below and be prepared to share in class on these questions:  

· Why do you think that Jesus decided to include us in the Great Commission at all?  Since God has billions of angels who can do everything that we do and do it faster, better, greater, more gloriously and they don’t talk back to God… why didn’t our smart, efficient, effective God just skip us and assign this great ministry to His faithful angels who obey Him instantly and do His will perfectly?

· Why do you think that God deemed it “better this way” to include you and me in the great process of witnessing, winning others to Christ and DiscipleMaking?

Write some of your thoughts that you came up with to the above questions:

DISCIPLING PRINCIPLE #41


The Principle of Persistence

There will be no significant DiscipleMaking or fruit-bearing for Jesus without persistence.  This is hard work.  Satan will do everything that he can do… and he can do a lot… to keep each of us from making Disciples of our Lord Jesus.  We are going to have to:

· Engage in spiritual warfare – daily.  Satan is at war against your soul and the soul of your Disciple.  He will fight dirty.  He will stop at nothing.  

· Be faithful in our own spiritual life, holiness, development and time with Jesus

· Hang in there when others fail, falter and quit

· Keep going when all reasonable people have long since abandoned the mission

· Be pro-active with our Disciples and at points be a catalyst for their faith, commitment and obedience to Christ

· Keep connecting with our Disciples even when they start to pull away

· Be mature, steadfast and unshakeable in our faith and our resolve to make Disciples

· Be tenacious when our Disciples want to bail out on Christ, the church, or making Disciples themselves

· Keep on keeping on

Remember the promise of our Lord Jesus:

Luke 8:15  (New American Standard Bible)                                                                  
"And the seed in the good soil, these are the ones who have heard the word in an honest and good heart, and hold it fast, and bear fruit with perseverance. 
We will bear fruit  but it will take perseverance.  God can help us to hang in there when we feel discouraged and we want to quit.


Galatians 6:9  (New American Standard Bible)
And let us not lose heart in doing good, for in due time we shall reap if we do not grow weary. 
This is the Promise of our Great God!

All of us get tired and discouraged at points.  Listen to the Apostle Paul, one of the greatest DiscipleMakers of all time:

II Corinthians 1:8-10  (New American Standard Bible)                                                     
8 For we do not want you to be unaware, brethren, of our affliction which came to us in Asia, that we were burdened excessively, beyond our strength, so that we despaired even of life; 9 indeed, we had the sentence of death within ourselves in order that we should not trust in ourselves, but in God who raises the dead; 


II Corinthians 4:1  (New American Standard Bible)

 1 Therefore, since we have this ministry, as we received mercy, we do not lose heart 
Look what Paul was willing to endure to make Disciples for Jesus:


II Corinthians 4:7-18  (New American Standard Bible)
7 But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the surpassing greatness of the power may be of God and not from ourselves; 8 we are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not despairing; 9 persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; 10 always carrying about in the body the dying of Jesus, that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our body. 11 For we who live are constantly being delivered over to death for Jesus' sake, that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal flesh. 12 So death works in us, but life in you. 13 But having the same spirit of faith, according to what is written, "I BELIEVED, THEREFORE I SPOKE," we also believe, therefore also we speak; 14 knowing that He who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus and will present us with you. 15 For all things are for your sakes, that the grace which is spreading to more and more people may cause the giving of thanks to abound to the glory of God. 16 Therefore we do not lose heart, but though our outer man is decaying, yet our inner man is being renewed day by day. 17 For momentary, light affliction is producing for us an eternal weight of glory far beyond all comparison, 18 while we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen; for the things which are seen are temporal, but the things which are not seen are eternal. 

Paul was willing to keep on making Disciples of Jesus – no matter:

· The cost to him personally, emotionally, physically

· What anybody else did or didn’t do

· How he felt from day to day emotionally

· What others thought of him or said about him

· What Satan tried to do to him

What an example of godly persistence Paul is for all of us.

Here are some great quotes on the importance of  persistence and determination:

"When you get into a tight place and everything goes against you, till it seems as though you could not hold on a minute longer, never give up then, for that is just the place and time that the tide will turn."  ‑ Harriet Beecher Stowe

"Never, never, never, never, never, never give up!"

             ‑ Sir Winston Churchill at the shortest recorded commencement address 

"I have not failed 10,000 times. I have successfully found 10,000 ways that will not work."   ‑Thomas Edison after trying and failing in an experiment 10,000 times to discover a 
filament for the electric light bulb.

"It is the combination of reasonable talent and the ability to keep going in the face of defeat that leads to success."

"Persistence prevails when all else fails."

"Winners never quit. Quitters never win."

"Real leaders are ordinary people with extraordinary determination."

"The power to hold on in spite of everything, to endure ‑‑ this is the  winner's quality. Persistence is the ability to face defeat again and again without giving up ‑‑ to push on in the face of great difficulty. Persistence means taking pains to overcome every obstacle, to do all that's necessary to reach our goals."   ‑ The Best Of Success

"Success .... seems to be connected with action. Successful men keep moving. They make
 mistakes, but they don't quit."  ‑ Conrad Hilton 

"If I had to select one quality, one personal characteristic that I regard as being most highly correlated with success, whatever the field, I would pick the trait of persistence. Determination. The will to endure to the end, to get knocked down seventy times and get up off  the floor saying, 'Here goes number seventy‑one!'"  ‑ Richard M. DeVos

"I do not think there is any other quality so essential to success of any kind as the quality of persistence. It overcomes almost everything, even nature."   ‑ John D. Rockefeller

"Success seems to be largely a matter of hanging on after others have let go."   ‑ William Feather

"History has demonstrated that the most notable winners usually encountered heartbreaking 
obstacles before they triumphed. They won because they refused to become discouraged by their defeats."  ‑ B. C. Forbes

"Endurance is the crowning quality..."   ‑ James Russell Lowell

"Nothing in the world can take the place of persistence. Talent will not; nothing is more common than unsuccessful men with talent. Genius will not; unrewarded genius is almost a proverb. Education will not; the world is full of educated derelicts. Persistence and determination alone are omnipotent."    ‑ Calvin Coolidge

"Every great work, every big accomplishment, has been brought into manifestation through holding to the vision, and often just before the big achievement, comes apparent failure and discouragement."        ‑ Florence Scovel Shinn

"Before success comes in any man's life he is sure to meet with much temporary defeat and, perhaps, some failure. When defeat overtakes a  man, the easiest and most logical thing to do is to quit. That is exactly what the majority of men do."    ‑ Napoleon Hill

"What we do not see, what most of us never suspect of existing, is the silent but irresistible power which comes to the rescue of those who fight on in the face of discouragement."   ‑ Napoleon Hill

"What this power is I cannot say; all I know is that it exists and it  becomes available only when a man is in that state of mind in which  he knows exactly what he wants and is fully determined not to quit until he finds it."    ‑ Alexander Graham Bell

"Nearly every man who develops an idea works it up to the point where it looks impossible, and then gets discouraged. That's not the place to become discouraged."     ‑ Thomas A. Edison

"It's the constant and determined effort that breaks down all resistance, sweeps away all obstacles."   ‑ Claude M. Bristol

"Few things are impossible to diligence and skill...Great works are performed not by strength, but perseverance."  ‑ Samuel Johnson

"Our greatest glory is not in never falling, but in rising every time  we fall."    ‑ Confucius

"It's not whether you get knocked down. It's whether you get up again.”  - Vince Lombardi

"He conquers who endures."   ‑ Persius

"The majority of men meet with failure because of their lack of persis tence in creating new plans to take the place of those which fail."     ‑ Napoleon Hill

"No man is ever whipped, until he quits ‑‑ in his own mind."  ‑ Napoleon Hill

"A man is not finished when he's defeated; he's finished when he quits."    ‑ Richard M. Nixon

"It is inevitable that some defeat will enter even the most victorious  life. The human spirit is never 
finished when it is defeated.... it is finished when it surrenders."   ‑ Ben Stein

"The rewards for those who persevere far exceed the pain that must precede the victory."   
‑ Ted W. Engstrom and R. Alec MacKenzie

"Winning isn't everything, but wanting to win is."   ‑ Vince Lombardi

"The most essential factor is persistence,  ‑‑ the determination never to allow your energy or 
enthusiasm to be dampened by the discouragement that must inevitably come."   ‑ James Whitcomb Riley

"It helps, I think, to consider ourselves on a very long journey; the main thing is to keep to the faith, to endure, to help each other when we stumble or tire, to weep and press on."   ‑ Mary Caroline Richards

"Failure in people is caused more by lack of determination than lack in talent."   
- God's Little Devotional Book
  

"You ask what is our policy? I will say: It is to wage war, by sea, land, and

     air, with all our might and all the strength that God can give us...You

     ask, What is our aim? I can answer in one word: Victory...at all costs,

     victory in spite of terror, victory however long and hard the road may be,

     for without victory there is no survival...We shall go on to the end, we

     shall fight in France, we shall fight on the seas and oceans, we shall

     fight with growing confidence and growing strength in the air, we shall 

     defend our island, whatever the cost may be; we shall fight on the beaches,

     we shall fight on the landing grounds, we shall fight in the fields and

     in the streets, we shall fight in the hills; we shall never surrender." - Winston Churchill


    (And don’t forget, that after Winston Churchill provided such phenomenal

     leadership to England during WW II that he was summarily voted out of office!)

Notice this biography of almost unprecedented failure… and yet persistence in the face of humiliation and defeat.  This persistent man:    

   Failed in business - Age 22

   Ran for legislature and was defeated - Age 23

   Again failed in business - Age 24

   Elected to legislature - Age 25

   Sweetheart died - Age 26

   Had a nervous breakdown - Age 27

   Defeated for speaker - Age 29

   Defeated for Congress - Age 34

   Elected to Congress - Age 37

   Defeated for Congress - Age 39

   Defeated for Senate - Age 46

   Defeated for Vice President - Age 47

   Defeated for Senate - Age 49

   Elected President of the United States - Age 51

   Abraham Lincoln would watch the states of the South begin to secede 

     before he assumed office...largely precipitated because he had been

     elected...he would be the most hated and reviled and ridiculed and

     lambasted president in the history of our country. He would be called

     "The Original Gorilla"...by a member of his own cabinet. He would be

     vilified by almost half of our nation...he would live through the 

     most tragic and sorrowful and scary days of our nation's history...

     he would be disappointed by the men he trusted to lead the nation's

     army...he would live through two years of almost nothing but defeat

     after defeat at the hands of a significantly smaller enemy army...

     he would live under the constant threat of death by many who hated

     him with all the hatred they could muster...he would watch his son

     die as a young boy...he would be so inconsolable in his grief that 

     he would descend into almost hopeless despair and a week after his

     son was buried he would have him exhumed...just so he could hug his

     decaying corpse one more time...he would live with an unhappy wife...

     he would have the man he appointed to run the army twice...who let

     him down tremendously, run against him for president...he would watch

     the North turn against him in so many ways...he would be misunderstood

     and lied about continuously...he would age horribly in office...and

     his looks were mocked at every level of society...he would be assassin-

     ated within a week of winning the war...and he would become the most

     loved, most cherished, most venerated, most honored president in the

     history of our nation. Without question, he is widely acclaimed as the

     greatest president of all time. All because he wouldn’t quit when he was defeated      

     and discouraged.  He was extraordinarily persistent. But what a "man of sorrows          

     and acquainted with grief" he was...just like his Lord Jesus. It appears that the    

     price of greatness is sorrow, suffering and dogged determination and persistence 

     plus struggle, struggle, struggle!

    Great people are just ordinary people with an extraordinary amount of   

    determination. They simply don't know how to quit. They just keep on 'keeping on.'    

    I believe that a person's greatness is not determined by his or her fame, position, 

    or wealth but rather what it takes to discourage that person. You can tell a lot 

    about someone by watching how they respond to criticism or failure. It reveals     

    character." - Rick Warren
Remember the great words of the Apostle Paul, inspired by our Lord:

I Corinthians 15:57-58  (New American Standard Bible)                                                              57 but thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your toil is not in vain in the Lord. 

Persistence in the difficult task of DiscipleMaking – with Jesus helping us all along the way – pays off!  It will be worth it all!

DISCIPLING PRINCIPLE #42

The Principle of Not Pushing Too Hard

Keeping it all in balance, there is another side to the coin of Discipling Principle #41.  It is possible to push our Disciples too hard.  God has called us to persistence and determination in DiscipleMaking but He has not called us to be obnoxious or overbearing in our dealings with our Disciples.  Our Lord will want us to be gentle, flexible, open, approachable and at points we will have to back off and allow the Disciple and the Holy Spirit to work through some things.

Author and national discipling coordinator for Athletes in Action Christopher B. Adsit writes on this point:

“How hard can we push?  That depends on the Disciple’s level of commitment.  It’s vitally important that you have a clear understanding with your Disciple as to what your relationship is.  If he expects you to hold him accountable, and there has been clear communication between you about it, push away!  But if there is confusion about your relationship, and you start pushing when he’s not ready, your friendship could be knocked for a loop.”

Be sensitive to the Holy Spirit and He will give you guidance in seeking the balance between being tenacious, steadfast, and persistent … and not pushing too hard.  Praise the Lord for His on-going direction and wisdom.  We are not alone in this DiscipleMaking business!
DISCIPLING PRINCIPLE #43

The Principle of God’s Sovereignty  

(Realizing and Remembering that God is Ultimately Large and in Charge!... and we are not!)
Praise the Lord for this truth!  God is the Sovereign King of the Universe.  He is the Lord over the person that we are discipling…not us!  Your Disciple is ultimately, not even “your” Disciple… he or she is a Disciple of  Jesus.  God is using you and you are a vital part of the process.  But take comfort in remembering that God is the Ultimate Lord of it all!  

It is His:

· Power

· Wisdom

· Strength

· Love 

· Blessing

· Protection

· Preservation

· Truth

· Knowledge

· Ability

...after all that is going to produce a Disciple of Jesus who will become a DiscipleMaker for Jesus.

So much depends on us… that is true.  DiscipleMaking doesn’t happen without faithful, persistent Disciplers… but ultimately… it is not up to us!  We plant and we water… but God is the One who causes the growth and the increase.  (I Corinthians 3:7)

We have got to keep this in mind or:

· Our failures in DiscipleMaking will crush us in despair, discouragement and defeat

· Our successes in DiscipleMaking will lead us to pride and arrogance

Somehow, through it all, God will bless and help us and use us – and when it is all over – He will get all of the glory!

Your God is more concerned about making a Disciple out of the young Christian that you are working with than you are!  God knows everything. God loves them more than you ever could.  God will deal with them in ways you never could.  God will initiate, at points, “wrestling matches” (as in the case of  Jacob at Peniel in Genesis 32) with your Disciple.  Don’t interfere, or try to “soften the blow” for your Disciple when God “picks a fight” with them.  Pray.  Love them.  Encourage them.  Listen long and hard to them.  Be there for them.  Let God be sovereign and Lord in their life.  

You are not their Lord… The Lord is their LORD!  Jesus is Lord!

Ultimately, God is responsible for your Disciple… not you!  Having said that, we have been working through this whole course on DiscipleMaking… because God does hold us responsible to be obedient and faithful in working with the Disciple He has assigned to us.
We work… God works… together we make a Disciple of  Jesus.  God gets all of the credit and glory.  We get so much joy in the process and in the end as we watch God use us to mature and multiply His Disciple into a DiscipleMaker of DiscipleMakers.

Without God  -- we can’t make any Disciples… without us – He won’t!  To God be all of the glory!

Praise God for His Sovereignty in your Disciple’s life!  Cooperate with God in the on-going process of making a world-changing Disciple who will become a DiscipleMaker!
DISCIPLING PRINCIPLE # 44

The Principle of Designing the Discipling Content and Style to Meet Your Disciple’s Needs Individually

Each person that you Disciple is a unique creative masterpiece by God and we should never forget that reality.  Each person is special and wonderful and truly beloved by our Heavenly Father.  There is no such thing as “one size fits all” discipling.  There is no automated assembly –line DiscipleMaking Factory.  Each person will need a carefully, Holy Spirit-crafted, customized, personalized process.  God will help us to do this.  We honor our Disciples and we honor the God who so wondrously created them as unique, marvelous, “works of art” when we never fail to remember their uniqueness and genuine value in our Father’s eyes.  God truly breaks the mold with each person.

Your Disciple is not going to be just like you.  Praise the Lord!  He or she will have strengths, weaknesses, ideas, thoughts, opinions and gifts that are different than yours.  They will have life experiences and perspectives that will cause them to see things slightly or radically different than you!  Revel and rejoice in this difference and learn from each other.  God has a lot to teach each of you – from the other!

Too often Disciplers try to cram, jam, and slam their Disciples into a “program” that is standardized.  It simply won’t work.  The Master’s Plan provides a path, curriculum and a plan that God is using to help many.  But we would encourage each Discipler to be very flexible and open to “tailoring” the materials and approach to fit the unique needs of their Disciple.  

Other Disciplers make the mistake of trying to create little replicas or clones of themselves.  What a pathetic mistake this is!  We want to make “replicas” of Jesus – not ourselves.  Our Disciples will imitate us – and that is good, as long as we are following Jesus.  But we never forget that He is the Model and Ultimate Example – not us.

We are not interested in just running people through classes and courses and graduating them from some program or set curriculum.  We are interested in creating individualized discipling relationships where Disciplers are sensitive to the Holy Spirit’s leading and to the felt needs and life issues of the Disciple.  

God wants us to build a relationship with our Disciple where they know that they have a friend and a mentor who:

· listens more than they talk

· asks questions more than they give lectures or advice

· loves them and leads them in prayer to the foot of the cross of Christ

· honors their confidentiality and treasures each “slice of their heart” that is shared

· prays more than they preach

· models more than they instruct

· is sensitive to what is going on in the Disciple’s life and would rather talk and share about that… rather than just getting through a set curriculum or study

· shares Scripture that is relevant to the life needs of the Disciple rather than their own human, fleshly opinion

· gets a “word” from God to gently share with the Disciple rather than simply spouting out a pre-packaged devotional thought or insight

If God can help Disciplers do this… then the Disciple will grow, flourish and become equipped to be an effective DiscipleMaker themselves. 

Spend time daily praying for your Disciple and their unique needs.

Make time each week to connect up with your Disciple.  Check in with them by phone.  Pray with your Disciple each week.  (Some effective Disciplers do this almost daily by phone with their Disciples.)

Ask them regularly to share with you what God is teaching them and what is changing in their lives.  Encourage them to pass what they are learning on to someone else.  Begin to cast vision into their hearts that someday they will be making Disciples themselves.

Socialize with them and play with them.  Do fun things together.  Again, this will be different for each Disciple.  Find common interests and have fun just hanging out together with them and enjoying each other’s company in doing things that you both love doing.
As God directs, invest time, money, books, resources, prayer and love into them.  In time you will be able to begin various levels of accountability with them.

Because God knows them better than they know themselves… as you talk and listen to God about your Disciple He will direct and guide you into what would uniquely fit them.  The Lord will direct you in specific ways that you can support, love, encourage and bless your Disciple.  

They are one of a kind… and the Lord loves them so much.  He is going to love on His child through you!  What a blessed honor this is for the Discipler!  What a gift from God the Disciple and Discipler are going to be to each other!  Each will gain a true friend and companion in Christ for life!

DISCIPLING PRINCIPLE #45

The Principle of Coaching

A good Discipler can see themselves as a “life coach” or “spiritual coach.”  Great coaches help athletes do a whole lot better and win more than they would without a coach.  Coaches can see things that the best athletes can’t see or perceive.  Coaches can see: 

· the opposition and the strategies of the enemy  

· the bigger picture “game plan”

· the mistakes that the athlete is making that hurt the chances of victory

· what needs to be corrected or addressed

· where effort or energy is being wasted or squandered

· the needs of the athlete often better than the athlete can

· strategies that will bring victory

To be a good “coach” Disciplers have to first be:

· Good observers – ask God to help you see your Disciple as He truly sees them

· Good discerners – ask God to give you discernment about what is really going on in the life of your Disciple

· Good listeners to God – who knows the Disciple and their needs best

· Good listeners to their Disciple 

· Good servants who only want the best for their Disciple 

· Good “guardians” of their Disciple

Make sure that you are being “coached” yourself  by your own Discipler or “Paul” and that you are daily being coached by the Holy Spirit who is the very best COACH of all!

DISCIPLING PRINCIPLE #46

The Principle of Speaking the Truth in Love

As we see areas that we need to gently address with our Disciple…or some things that we need to really speak to our Disciple about… we need to follow the admonition from Ephesians 4:15 to “speak the truth in love.”  Everything we say to our Disciple needs to flow from a heart of great love and honor for our Lord Jesus and for them.  

We may have to rebuke, correct, admonish, reprove, exhort or as Paul did with Peter “oppose him to his face”… in other words, really confront our Disciple in their sins and serious errors.  God’s Word has a lot to say about this. Always this should only come after much prayer and fasting.  We should do it with a gentle and broken heart even if we have to be fairly forceful.

Consider these passages:


Galatians 6:1-2  (New American Standard Bible)
1 Brethren, even if a man is caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness; each one looking to yourself, lest you too be tempted. 2 Bear one another's burdens, and thus fulfill the law of Christ. 
Ephesians 4:29-32  (New American Standard Bible)
29 Let no unwholesome word proceed from your mouth, but only such a word as is good for edification according to the need of the moment, that it may give grace to those who hear. 30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. 31 Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice. 32 And be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you . 

Colossians 4:6  (New American Standard Bible)
                                                                            Let your speech always be with grace, seasoned, as it were, with salt, so that you may know how you should respond to each person. 
II Timothy 2:24-26  (New American Standard Bible)
24 And the Lord's bond-servant must not be quarrelsome, but be kind to all, able to teach, patient when wronged, 25 with gentleness correcting those who are in opposition, if perhaps God may grant them repentance leading to the knowledge of the truth, 26 and they may come to their senses and escape from the snare of the devil, having been held captive by him to do his will. 

II Timothy 3:16-17  (New American Standard Bible)

16 All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; 17 that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work. 


II Timothy 4:2  (New American Standard Bible)


 preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with 
great patience and instruction. 
James 5:19-20  (New American Standard Bible)
19 My brethren, if any among you strays from the truth, and one turns him back, 20 let him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his way will save his soul from death, and will cover a multitude of sins. 
It is obvious from these passages and many others that God does indeed desire us to be involved in each other’s lives.  To some extent, we ARE our “brother’s keeper.”  We ARE responsible and accountable to God for each other… especially the precious souls He has given us to disciple for Him.  God can help us to speak the TRUTH in love and to speak that truth in real LOVE.

If your Disciple truly, truly knows that you love them and would be willing to die for them in a moment… then you have earned the right to speak the truth into their hearts.  Of course, this is a two way street and you need to be approachable and allow your Disciple to speak the truth into your heart when you need some correction, admonition or reproof.  God will want to speak to both of you through the other… just do it with great love and tenderness!  Do it the way Jesus would do it.  Remember, Jesus wasn’t always mild and gentle with His Disciples when He had to confront them on some things… but He always did it in great love!

DISCIPLING PRINCIPLE #47

The Principle of Openness, Honesty and Reasonable Transparency
God can use men and women of integrity who are willing to be open, honest, vulnerable and 

reasonably transparent with their Disciples.  God honors humility and a willingness to share with 

others our less than perfect realities in an effort to help them.

God can’t honor phoniness or hypocrisy. Be real, and be authentic.  Share your struggles, to a 

Point, with the people that you are working with if God leads you to do this.  There is tremendous 

value in sharing your hurts, weaknesses and failures with those who you are leading.

God’s Word says, “confess your sins to one another and pray for each other so that you may 

be healed.” (James 5:16)  We need to model transparency and realness without giving our Disciples the sinful, intimate details of every transgression that we may commit. Your Disciple will be greatly helped to know that you are not perfect and that you still have struggles but that you are looking to Jesus and finding hope and victory in Him.

Don’t act like you are perfect and flawless.  If your Disciple gets close to you at all, it will be obvious that you aren’t totally perfect in Christlikeness just yet…so, be honest and vulnerable and enlist the prayer support of your Disciple.  Ask them to hold you accountable for weak areas of temptation in your life.

Let your Disciple see how you deal with sin and failure.  This will be a great education for them and they will definitely be paying attention as you share with them what you are going through.

We need to model in every area.  We love to model perfect success.  We need to model how Christians deal with failure and less than perfect performances.  

Pastor Steve Highfill writes, “My people will grow more by watching my response to my own mistakes and shortcomings than they will by a charade that suggests I never fail and they shouldn’t either.”  He’s right.

God gives grace to the humble…and so does just about everybody else!

People admire us for our successes…but they love us and identify with us and open up to us … when they see us fail… and then they watch us get up and try again, with the Lord’s help!  God will use your failures, if you handle them right – honestly and humbly – to endear you to your Disciples.  They will love and honor you more than if you pretend to be perfect… and they know that you are not!

If you blow it in front of your Disciple…admit it, call it sin (if it is sin), confess it, repent of it, and ask them to pray for you as you both humbly bow before your Lord and seek His pardon, forgiveness, mercy and grace.

The reason that we qualify transparency with the word “reasonable” is this:  we have all seen people who have shared too much, too many details, too much information that ended up causing others possibly to sin mentally or it became almost a “celebration” of  “look how sinful I can be!”

There is a proper transparency that God cherishes and honors and there is foolish, carnal transparency that is a disgrace that focuses too much on the sensual, the sensational or the flesh.

Ask God to give you wisdom and ask your own Discipler, your Paul, what is appropriate to share with your Disciple and what isn’t.  Listen to their counsel.
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