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DiscipleMaker’s Course

Lesson 6
Sessions 1 and 2
Principles 31-36 

Complete Notes
Principles of DiscipleMaking VI
Introduction:  Jesus, our LORD and King has given us our clear marching orders.  We are to make Disciples, (not just converts, or Believers) of our Master who are serious about doing everything that Jesus told us to do.  Of course, that means Disciples who will, in turn, do all that they can by the power of God to make more Disciples of Jesus.  This is a whole new way of life that is different in so many ways from the average church-going American Christian…or “churchian”.  This means imitating our LORD in everyway including His methodology of making Disciples.

Key Memory Verse: 

Hebrews 3:13  (New American Standard Bible)
But encourage one another day after day, as long as it is still called "Today," lest any one of you be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. 

Objective:  The goal of this lesson is to continue to give the DiscipleMaker-in-training basic principles in DiscipleMaking.

Key Definitions or Concepts:
1. To “disciple” someone is to model a Christian life worth emulating and to teach and train a new Christian in a disciplined manner how to be a Follower of Jesus and a Disciple of Jesus.  It also means helping them to grow to the point where they become DiscipleMakers themselves.  Of course this involves prayer, encouragement, content, life-to-life context, coaching, training, and a great quantity of time.

2.  To truly disciple someone else means that we are no longer primarily living for ourselves but for our LORD Jesus and for the precious Disciple that the LORD has entrusted into our care.

3.  The DiscipleMaker must be continually growing closer and closer to the LORD themselves as they model for their Disciple what it means to be a Follower … a Disciple… a Servant … and a DiscipleMaker of Jesus.

4.  The Master’s Plan as we are following it in this church is not the ONLY way to make Disciples of our Jesus who become DiscipleMakers… but it is a very good way that is being tested and is proving effective in every nation and culture on planet earth.  The Master’s Plan offers us a vision, strategy, plan, methodology and a path that we can follow together as we 

move in obedience to our King and make Disciples who will turn around and someday make Disciples of Jesus as well.

DISCIPLING PRINCIPLE #31

The Principle of Answered Prayer and God’s Supernatural Help 
Let’s never forget that Jesus is on our side and He is rooting for us as we attempt to make Disciples for Him and He will marshal all of the power of  heaven to help us. We are doing the very thing He asked us to do.  He is extremely committed to helping us succeed.  We can’t think of anything that He is more excited about helping us do than winning people to Him and making them into multiplying, reproducing DiscipleMakers.  

He has all the authority in heaven and on earth, indeed, in the whole Universe (Matthew 28:18) and He will move Himself in mighty ways to help us do the impossible.  Let us remind ourselves of a few of the fabulous promises that Jesus has given us:


John 14:12-14  (New American Standard Bible)
Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go to the Father. 13 "And whatever you ask in My name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 "If you ask Me anything in My name, I will do it.”

John 15:7-8  (New American Standard Bible) 
7 "If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it shall be done for you. 8 "By this is My Father glorified, that you bear much fruit, and so prove to be My disciples. 
John 15:16  (New American Standard Bible)
"You did not choose Me, but I chose you, and appointed you, that you should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain, that whatever you ask of the Father in My name, He may give to you.” 


John 16:23-24  (New American Standard Bible)
23 "And in that day you will ask Me no question. Truly, truly, I say to you, if you shall ask the Father for anything, He will give it to you in My name. 24 "Until now you have asked for nothing in My name; ask, and you will receive, that your joy may be made full. 

All of these powerful promises were made by Jesus on His last night before He went to the cross for us.  He really wanted His Disciples to get it – that He and His ABBA Father in Heaven were committed to answering their prayers and helping them as they began to go and make Disciples for Him.

Later, the Apostle John would remind his Disciples and us of this great truth:


I John 5:14-15  (New American Standard Bible)
14 And this is the confidence which we have before Him, that, if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. 15 And if we know that He hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests which we have asked from Him. 

We know that when we fervently beg (that is the definition of the Bible term “supplication”) God and cry out to Him to help us be faithful, fruitful, successful DiscipleMakers that this IS the will of God – and that means that He hears us and that means that “we have the requests which we have asked from Him.”  Praise Him,  NOW in faith, for the successful DiscipleMaker He is going to make you!
Remember what God said in the Old Testament:


II Chronicles 16:9  (New American Standard Bible)
"For the eyes of the LORD move to and fro throughout the earth that He may strongly support those whose heart is completely His.”

Let’s believe and agree and decree that God is indeed going to strongly support us as we begin:   

· our Life Groups
· to witness for Him and share our faith with the unbelievers in our lives 
· to ask Him for Disciples
· to make Disciples for Jesus
Let us pray together, believe God together and agree together that we are going to make Disciples for Jesus:


Matthew 18:18-20  (New American Standard Bible)
18 "Truly I say to you, whatever you shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven; and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 19 "Again I say to you, that if two of you agree on earth about anything that they may ask, it shall be done for them by My Father who is in heaven. 20 "For where two or three have gathered together in My name, there I am in their midst." 

This great passage was given to us in the context of Church Discipline and Forgiveness but I believe that since Jesus is so motivated to help us make Disciples that we can claim these promises for ourselves when it comes to this great task of reaching people for Jesus and helping them to become Disciples of our King. 

DISCIPLING PRINCIPLE #32
The Principle of Time

When it comes to the most important things in life, we can rest assured, that it will cost us our most precious commodity – time.  We can’t make Disciples on the weekends only or in our “spare time”.  We are going to have to carve out of our busy lives quality, priority TIME to do this most important priority!  

IT TAKES TIME TO MAKE A DISCIPLE!

As one writer on discipling put it, you can’t “backstroke” DiscipleMaking.  It can’t be a “some time hobby” with us.  We dare not dabble at DiscipleMaking.  This is going to count 10 billion years from now… little else that we are doing will!  

Making the time for this highest-priority-command of Jesus will always be our biggest challenge.  Satan and the world will try to cram jam our schedules so full with good and great things that we won’t have the time to do this MOST IMPORTANT thing.  

Time management will be so essential if we are going to be successful at DiscipleMaking like Jesus wants us to be.  

DiscipleMaking will demand extreme commitment and diligent time management.


John 9:4  (New American Standard Bible)
"We must work the works of Him who sent Me, as long as it is day; night is coming, when no man can work.”

Jesus was very conscious of God’s “clock and calendar”.  He knew that “night is coming”.  He knew that He had very little time to shape these 12 guys into DiscipleMakers that would never quit!  “Night is coming”  for us too!  We never know when our personal “night” will suddenly arrive… with our death, the Rapture, the death of someone that we are trying to lead to Christ, the reality that some of our Disciples will move away and we will lose the opportunity to influence them directly for Jesus.

We are commanded to do this:

Ephesians 5:15-16  (New American Standard Bible)
15 Therefore be careful how you walk, not as unwise men, but as wise, 16 making the most of your time, because the days are evil. 


Other translations render verse 16 like this:


making the most of every opportunity, because the days are evil. Eph 5:16 (NIV)


Redeeming the time, because the days are evil.   Eph 5:16 (KJV)

To “redeem” something means to “buy it back”.  We are going to have to “buy back” some time from our other activities to make Disciples of Jesus.  Some may have to change jobs and alter their lifestyles and reduce their need for income so that they can spend more time doing what God has really called us to do – Make Disciples of Jesus.

Jesus knew that He couldn’t be a carpenter in Nazareth anymore if He was going to get after the ministry of DiscipleMaking that God had given Him.  Jesus was committed to doing whatever it took to spend time – lots of time – quality time and quantity of time – with His Disciples.  Next to dying on the cross in obedience to His Father, they were His most important agenda on earth!  If He failed to make DiscipleMakers out of them, His death on the cross would have been in vain for billions and billions of people.  If Jesus didn’t spend whatever time it took to turn these 12 (and He knew from the start that really He had only 11 who would be still with Him when He ascended into heaven) guys into Disciples who would in turn make Disciples then His whole mission to save the world would die with them!

So we read this passage:


John 3:22  (New American Standard Bible)
After these things Jesus and His disciples came into the land of Judea, and there He was spending time with them and baptizing.

The busiest Man who ever lived… Jesus Christ… made spending time with His Disciples His most important priority next to spending time with His Heavenly Father in prayer!

Discipling in the Jesus style means that we re-order our days and our priorities and our schedule to be able to spend hunks of time with a few…our Disciples.  It is more than a once a week Bible study with them.  It is time spent each week:

· in fervent prayer for them (daily)

· praying with them (so important!)

· sharing with them in mutual accountability

· listening to them (in addition to catching up with what is going on in their lives that week, have them share with you what God is teaching them through their time in the Word and prayer)

· coaching them

· playing with them, socializing with them, having fun with them doing something you both enjoy (maybe not weekly, but as often as possible)

· sharing life to life

· teaching them what God is pouring into your life

· checking in with them (possibly over the phone or e-mail) – optimally every day!

· training them to be a Disciple and ultimately a DiscipleMaker

· being in a Life Group with them or a Lead Group

It takes time!  But it is worth it!  Look how the Apostle Paul devoted time, passion and great effort to make Christlike Disciples out of the converts that God blessed him with:


Acts 20:31  (New American Standard Bible)
"Therefore be on the alert, remembering that night and day for a period of three years I did not cease to admonish each one with tears.” 
Colossians 1:28-29  (New International Version)
 28 We proclaim him, admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we may present everyone perfect in Christ. 29 To this end I labor, struggling with all His energy, which so powerfully works in me. 

It was HARD WORK for Paul… and He did it night and day… with all the strength that he had and all the strength, energy and power that God had working in him…because there was nothing more important to the Apostle Paul.

It will take time management and harnessed, focused energy to be able to give our best to making Disciples for Jesus!

You and I will not have the time to do all that people in the church, other friends and the world thinks we should do – you will have just enough time to do God’s Will each day. (that includes rest too!)
TIME is always going to be the issue.  Decide that you are going to truly “redeem the time” (buy it back) so that you can order your life around God’s greatest assignment for you!

DISCIPLING PRINCIPLE #33

The Principle of only investing your time with the “wheat” people and not “chaff” people.

In other words, because of the reality and truth of Discipling Principle #32 above you dare not waste your precious time (remember “night is coming”…) with those who refuse to get committed and serious about becoming Disciples of Jesus.  
The “wheat” people are those who, like Jesus, are willing to die to themselves… 

(John 12:24  "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains by itself alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.”) and they want to be fruitful and productive and they are willing to pay the price in time and focused effort to be trained and coached by you.

Discipling coordinator for Athletes in Action of  Campus Crusade for Christ, Christopher B. Adsit writes on this point in his excellent book Personal Disciplemaking:

“When you’re working with a baby Christian (before he’s decided whether he will commit his life whole-heartedly to Christ), you need to be patient and persevering regardless of the commitment level.  But there comes a time when, as church analyst and evangelist Jay Carty says, “You’ve got to say, ‘Be wheat or be chaff.  Either paint or get off the ladder; cook or get out of the kitchen.  Get serious or get out of my life!’
This may sound harsh, but it has to be done.  The “chaff” people will do nothing but drain you physically, emotionally, and spiritually.  You only have so many hours in the day, and so many days in your life; invest them wisely.  Paul admonished Timothy to commit his life “to faithful men, who will be able to teach others also” (II Timothy 2:2).”  

Ask God to show you who to work with.  Ask God to help you to know the difference between the “wheat” people and the “chaff” people.  Remember Jesus never chased after unfaithful, uncommitted people who decided not to go any further with Him.  He let them go.  He never chased them – the true Disciples followed Him.

DISCIPLING PRINCIPLE #34
The Principle of Sanctification
It is going to take the mighty sanctifying power of God operating in your life and the life of the Disciple that you are working with to truly make a Christlike Disciple out of the raw material of a real human being that you are working with and into whom you are pouring your life.

Jesus prayed for His Disciples to be sanctified.


John 17:17-19  (New American Standard Bible)
17 "Sanctify them in the truth; Thy word is truth. 18 "As Thou didst send Me into the world, I also have sent them into the world. 19 "And for their sakes I sanctify Myself, that they themselves also may be sanctified in truth. 

Jesus knew that God had to sanctify (set apart for special service, cleanse, purify and make holy) the Disciples or they would never make it.  So, He prayed for them specifically to be sanctified by the Living God and His Word.  We will need to daily fervently pray that our Disciples are sanctified by the Spirit of God and His Word.  

Jesus also said that He sanctified Himself so that His guys could be sanctified in truth.  Jesus had to consecrate Himself to God and be clean and pure and holy so that He could pray for His Disciples to be clean, pure, holy and sanctified.

So, we can see here that we are going to have to be holy and then we have to pray that our Disciples will be holy too!  Without us being holy… our Disciples will probably never be holy either.  You can’t lead someone to a level with God that you have never been.  You Disciples will typically not rise any higher than you are.

God’s agenda is for both the Discipler and the Disciple to become like Jesus (holy) and to be sanctified.  It is the Discipling process that God will use to help both the Disciple and the Discipler to become sanctified and holy.  It is God’s will for all of us to be sanctified.


I Thessalonians 4:3  (New American Standard Bible)
For this is the will of God, your sanctification; that is, that you abstain from sexual immorality; 

God wants us to be holy.  Remember, “Like begets like” (our fourth  Discipling Principle). Jesus was willing to do anything, even die, to sanctify His Disciples.

Hebrews 13:12  (New American Standard Bible)
Therefore Jesus also, that He might sanctify the people through His own blood, suffered outside the gate. 
Jesus gave Himself up for us… that He might sanctify His Bride, the Church, and make us holy.

Ephesians 5:25-26  (New American Standard Bible)
25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her; 26 that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, 27 that He might present to Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she should be holy and blameless. 
The LORD will help us to live lives of sacrifice, service, holiness and prayer for our Disciples – to see the holiness of God established in their lives.

God help us to be sanctified and holy so that we can pray and lead our Disciples into obedient, pure lives of holiness as well.

The law of declension and entropy is too powerful for us to be careless at this point.  If we are not careful there will be spiritual decline and declension in each spiritual generation.  For example imagine the following scenario:

Let’s say that you aren’t totally pure and holy and so to salve your conscience a bit you 

use the lame excuse of the lukewarm, “Nobody’s perfect, I’m only human!”

 – let’s say that you are only 92% pure.


Your Disciple probably won’t rise above you – so they are about 81% or less pure.


Well, their Disciples (your spiritual grandchildren) – are about 69% or less... do you see 

the future here?  Where do you think the 4th generation is going to end up?  

(Hint: “weeping and gnashing of teeth”)


Instead: we need to be 100% pure and holy by God’s grace and then be able to pray, help 

and encourage our Disciples to be 100% pure and holy as well – so that they can help that 3rd spiritual generation be 100% pure and holy too.
Sanctification and holiness is not a luxury or an option for us.


Hebrews 12:14  (New American Standard Bible)
Pursue peace with all men, and the sanctification without which no one will see the Lord. 

Holiness in one short phrase is “becoming like Jesus”.  Purity and holiness = obedience.  Jesus said that if we love Him that we will obey Him. (John 14:15, 21, 23; John 15:14)

Obedience is a firm direction of the heart and mind.  As someone said, Discipleship is a “long obedience in the same direction.”  That direction would be towards Jesus Christ.  Obedience begins in the heart, it becomes a mindset and then it translates into action and habits.  

Obedience is saying “NO” to the flesh, Satan, self, sensuality, the world, money, fame, popularity, power, pride, position, ease, greed, lust, sin and others… and saying “YES” to Jesus, His Word, prayer and His call on our lives to be holy and to make holy Disciples who do everything (obedience) that He says to do.  (Matthew 28:20)

Jesus was pure and holy and that means He was obedient to His Heavenly Father.

Impurity destroys our fruitfulness.  Impurity costs us our anointing, power, authority, blessing and intimacy with Jesus.  Impurity in us will destroy our DiscipleMaking attempts.

Holiness = purity, obedience, faithfulness, love, and Christlikeness.  God wants us to be holy for He is holy.  We cannot be intimate with Jesus if we are impure.  Let Him cleanse you… daily!

Holiness is absolutely essential for DiscipleMaking.  We can’t make sanctified Disciples without being holy ourselves.

We have to live sanctified lives for the sake of Jesus, ourselves and for the sake of our Disciples!  They will never become holy and sanctified unless we lead them there, with God’s help, and we can’t lead them there if we aren’t moving that way ourselves.

Set your personal purity standards higher than you might normally set them.  Set them higher than most Christians you know.  Do this not because you want to be “better” than them… but because Jesus is Your Lover and Your Lord… and He is calling you higher to be closer to Him… and for the sake of your Disciple!  Also, recognize that most American Christians are compromising in so many ways and are far from being the holy people that God is calling us all to be!

God is calling you to be the holiest person that your Disciple will ever know until he or she gets to heaven.

Make it your life goal to be the most Christlike person that your Disciple has ever seen.  That means you live an  impeccable life of holiness, purity, love, forgiveness, compassion for hurting people, grace-giving, patience and passion for God and His righteousness.  We do this not for pride’s sake or spiritual arrogance or to “show off” spiritually in front of our Disciple and others… but we do it for Jesus’ sake, since this is what He wants for us and we do it for the sake of our Disciple who will imitate us… good and bad.

To do this you will need the on-going, daily cleansing and washing of the Holy Spirit.  You will need to daily be sanctified by the Blood of Jesus and by the washing of His Word.  Without this daily cleansing you will definitely get defiled by the world.  But with it, you can become more and more Christlike each day.  Your Disciple will notice you growing and becoming more and more like Jesus and this will cause them to want to become like Jesus too – they will want to be like Him and like you!

To make Christlike Disciples means that we will walk in continual sanctification and that we are doing all that we can to help our Disciples become sanctified and Christlike … just as we are!

Jesus, please sanctify us and make us holy and pure like you are!  Make us as holy as you can make somebody – this side of heaven!  Our passion is to become like You, Lord Jesus!  We pray this for Your glory, for Your sake, and for the sake of the Disciples that You will give us who will be looking closely at us… and following us and imitating us as we imitate You!  We are counting on You, Lord Jesus to sanctify us – NOW!  

DISCIPLING PRINCIPLE #35

The Principle of Every Discipler Needs a “Paul” in their life.

Everybody needs a coach.  Everybody needs a “personal spiritual trainer”.  Everybody needs and deserves a: spiritual mentor, spiritual guide, spiritual guardian who is looking out for them, loving them, blessing them, interceding daily for them, and rejoicing over them in the LORD as they move through their lives.  We never grow to the point where we don’t need: 

· loving encouragement 

· supportive blessing 

· constructive, objective criticism or critique

· reproof, rebuke, correction, training, discipline, and accountability

· godly wisdom from someone who is wiser, more mature in the faith than we are

· a spiritual director or shepherd
We all need a “Paul”.  In discipling “lingo” a “Paul” is someone, of the same sex as you are, who is more seasoned and more mature in Christ than you.  It is someone who loves you, listens to you, speaks into your heart, encourages you, and is not shy about giving you loving correction.  Even Paul in the Bible needed a “Paul!”  He had Barnabas who coached and mentored him in the early years of his life in the LORD.  It was Barnabas who loved, accepted, blessed, and saw the potential in Paul when few other Christians wanted Paul around!  It was Barnabas who was the original leader of the two.  It was Barnabas who opened door after door of ministry for Paul.  It was Barnabas who greatly encouraged and helped the Apostle Paul when he was a baby Christian.  Barnabas put his arm around Paul and basically said to the other Christians:  “Paul’s with me!  I believe in him!  He is our brother and you need to love him, trust him and listen to him!”  Barnabas may have saved Paul for the church when every other Christian wanted to forget Paul.  Barnabas and Paul were extremely close… until something happened.

In a very sad episode in Paul’s life, Paul thought that he didn’t need to listen to Barnabas anymore.  These two spiritual giants had a disagreement over young John Mark (the guy who would someday write the Gospel of Mark!) and whether or not to take him on their next missionary journey.  (Acts 15:36-41)  John Mark had deserted them when things got tough on their first missionary journey and Paul didn’t want to trust him again.  Paul must have thought that John Mark was a young flake who would disappoint and desert them again.  Paul was rather unforgiving or at least not willing to give John Mark a second chance.  Barnabas was the Greatest Encourager of the book of Acts and he believed in John Mark and wanted to give him another chance.  These two mighty men of God, the original missionary power team, found that their disagreement was so sharp, that the Bible records that they separated from one another and instead of continuing to minister together, they ministered the Gospel apart from each other.  Barnabas took John Mark with him to Cyprus and Paul chose Silas and took off for Syria and Cilicia. Our Good God actually used their disagreement to create two missionary teams instead of one.  So, our LORD worked good out of this disagreement. But we can only imagine the pain and sadness that both of these godly men must have felt in parting from the other who had meant so much to them in the early days.

But who was right on the issue of continuing the discipling relationship with John Mark?  It would appear that Barnabas was!  John Mark would prove faithful under the coaching ministry and personal spiritual tutoring that Barnabas gave him as they traveled along and ministered together.  John Mark, as we mentioned above, would become the first Gospel writer.  Also, at the end of Paul’s life, he would acknowledge how close and special John Mark and he had become over the years when he writes in II Timothy 4:11 “…Pick up Mark and bring him with you, for he is useful to me for service.”  How wonderful that John Mark would forgive the great Apostle who didn’t want him around at one point.  And how great that Paul would eventually forgive John Mark and that they would become close and helpful to each other.  

It is a good thing that Barnabas, one of the best original Disciplers, didn’t give up on Paul when every other Christian viewed Paul with suspicion and it is another good thing that Barnabas didn’t give up on John Mark when Paul was ready to write him off for his earlier failure. Barnabas teaches us the principle of “not giving up on our disciples when they disappoint us!” 

DiscipleMaking is about “second chances” and “third and fourth chances” and not quitting when our Disciples disappoint us and even at points desert us.

Paul needed Barnabas.  And Barnabas would need Paul to correct him and confront him at points.  (Galatians 2:13)  We all need correction, reproof, rebuke and training from someone else.  Paul would learn about discipling from Barnabas.  Paul would then disciple so many others including:  Silas, Timothy, Titus, Epaphroditus, Luke, Epaphras, Aquila and Priscilla, 12 men in Ephesus, Erastus, Sopater, Aristarchus, Secundus, Gaius, Tychicus, Trophimus, Philemon, Epaenetus, Apollos, Stephanas, Fortunatus, Achaicus, Silvanus, Artemus, Demas, and Onesimus… to mention a few of the people that Paul personally discipled.  Paul was a serious, seasoned, intentional DiscipleMaker!  Paul never quit making Disciples even when he was in prison.

Your “Paul” will pray for you and with you.  They will help you, lead you, counsel you, and cry with you.  They will pour their life into you and bless you in innumerable ways.  They will give an “account for your soul” to the Living God who assigned them to you. 

They will model DiscipleMaking for you.  Someday you will become a “Paul” to someone else.

In the Bible we see a number of mentoring relationships:

· Elijah was Elisha’s “Paul”

· Samuel was David’s “Paul”

· Moses was Joshua’s “Paul”

· Jethro was Moses’ “Paul”

· Eli was Samuel’s “Paul”

· Isaiah was King Hezekiah’s “Paul”

God knows that you need a “Paul.”  Ask God fervently and persistently until He gives you the “Paul” that you need.  You may have to recruit your own “Paul.”  Or your “Paul” may end up recruiting you.  God will lead you and guide you and He will provide a “Paul” if you want one and ask Him continually for a spiritual coach who will faithfully guide and correct you.  In time, God will answer this prayer if you are really open to correction and spiritual coaching. 

You will need to open your heart to your “Paul” and give them “permission” to speak into your life with any correction or reproof that they feel that you need. Accept their loving rebuke with a grateful heart.  They love you enough to correct and counsel you.  

Love your “Paul.”  Pray for them daily. They need it!  After all, they have to work with you!  Encourage them. Bless them.  Cultivate the relationship with them.  You inconvenience yourself (rather than inconveniencing them) to go and be with your “Paul” (at least once a week is optimal) and “sit at his/her feet” and learn of them and imitate them as they imitate Christ.  You are the student and the learner, they are the teacher and the coach.  Listen to them. Share with them your struggles, questions, ideas, insights, and what you feel that the LORD is leading you to do.  Let them coach you. Follow their example.  

Nobody wins a gold medal these days in the Olympics without a good coach.  Coaches can see things that the greatest athlete can’t see in themselves or with the competition.  Coaches can see the “bigger picture” or “the whole game” while the athlete may be only focusing on their own performance.  Wise coaches can instruct, inform, challenge, prod, correct, and generally help the athlete to accomplish more goals and win more than they ever could by themselves.  One of the saddest things that can ever be said about an athlete is that they are “uncoachable.”  In other words, they are too proud to take correction or coaching from anybody.  They are so arrogant and foolish that they feel that no one can tell them anything.

Some Christians are like that.  God calls them “fools” in the Book of Proverbs.  We all need a spiritual “coach.”  We all need a “Paul” in our life to help us become all that God wants us to become.  God wants you to be connected to your “Paul” in personal and profound ways for the rest of your life or your “Paul’s” life.  God delights in long-term spiritual parenting relationships.

Just as God expects us to be connected for life to the biological children and grandchildren that He graciously gives us… and to have influence and impact in their lives for the rest of our lives for righteousness and godly wisdom  -- so it makes sense that God wants us to be connected with powerful bonds of love and affection to the spiritual children and grandchildren that He blesses us with and gives us to spiritually parent.  Too many Christians today are “spiritual orphans” with no spiritual parents in their lives!  This is a tragedy that The Master's Plan is attempting to address and correct.  No more spiritual orphans!
You need a “Paul.”  And you need to be someone else’s “Paul.”  (or “Paulette”, or “Pauline” if you are a lady!)  That person, in discipling “language” is your “Timothy.”  
DISCIPLING PRINCIPLE #36
The Principle of Every Discipler Needs a “Timothy” in their life.

Just as everybody needs a “Paul” in their life, everybody needs to eventually be pouring their life into at least one “Timothy.”  Timothy in the Bible is one of the more famous Disciples of the great Apostle Paul.  Timothy would be called by Paul his “true son in the faith.”  Paul would assign Timothy to be the pastor of the great church in Ephesus.  Paul had poured his life into Timothy and now he had given him a great pastoral assignment.  Paul would end up writing two letters to young Pastor Timothy to instruct him, warn him, challenge him, help him and encourage him.  Paul never stopped coaching and discipling his “true son in the faith.”  The last letter we have that Paul wrote was to his faithful Disciple Timothy.

It was to Timothy that Paul would give the great Discipling Verse in II Timothy 2:2.


II Timothy 2:2  (New American Standard Bible)
And the things which you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, who will be able to teach others also.
As we have noted before, in this verse we find at least four spiritual “generations.”  

· 1st Spiritual Generation = Paul, who wrote this verse

· 2nd Spiritual Generation = Timothy, who read this verse first

· 3rd Spiritual Generation =  “faithful men, who will be able to teach others also”

· 4th Spiritual Generation =  “others” (that the faithful men teach)

Timothy was faithful to the discipling mandate.  Just as Paul had discipled him, Timothy now poured his life and teaching into the lives of other faithful men.  They continued the Discipleship chain … and historians tell us that at one point the church in Ephesus had over 30,000 Christians! Not a bad investment of Paul’s time and effort wouldn’t you agree?

Timothy did what his “Paul” (who actually was Paul!) told him to do.  He passed it on in a form and structure that those faithful men could pass on to others.  This is The Master's Plan! 

A “Timothy” is someone who is the same sex as you.  This is a “little brother” (if you are a man) or a “little sister” (if you are a woman) in the LORD.  God will want you to be their “Paul.”  You will love them, pour your life into them, bless them, contact them often (some connect with their “Timothy” daily over the phone or by e-mail.), at least weekly.  You will lead them, coach them, mentor them, counsel them, disciple them and encourage them.  You are their “spiritual guardian.”  Under God you are spiritually responsible for them.  You will become their “spiritual parent” in the LORD.  God will want you to be closely connected to your “Timothy” for the rest of your life!  God is into long-term relationships!

You will help them to become a “Paul” to someone else.  You will help them “pray in” their “Timothy.”  You will bless them in so many ways.  This whole DiscipleMaker’s Course that you are taking is designed to help you disciple your “Timothy.”

Some will only disciple one “Timothy.”  Some will disciple more.  Some of you will ask God for 12 “Timothys” and God will honor that bold, faith-filled request and give you “your 12.”  People all over the planet are daring to ask God for 12 “Timothys” and God is honoring their request.  Think of it, someday you could have 12 spiritual “sons” or “daughters!”  Think of the joy and fruitfulness you will have when God answers your daring request!  

Remember, Billy Graham was somebody’s “Timothy.”  There was once a “Paul” in our country who, as far as we can tell, led only one person to Christ in their lifetime… and that one man was a guy named D.L. Moody.  Moody would be used by God to lead hundreds of thousands to Christ.  You never know who you are discipling!  

Your “Timothy” could become the most fruitful DiscipleMaker of all time!  

Only God knows who He is entrusting into your care and into your love.

Begin to pray now for your “Timothys.”  God knows their names already and He will reveal them to you as you “birth” them in travail and fervent intercession.

God knows that you need a “Timothy” or 2 of them or 3 of them or 12 of them.  God is lining them up for you.  God will bring them into your life.  You need to keep your eyes and ears open and be looking for the answer to your persistent, faithful, fervent prayers. 

God may be bringing His choice for your “Timothy” into your life today!  Ask God if your “Timothy” is already in your life… and you just haven’t seen them as your potential “Timothy” yet.  God can open your eyes to your “Timothy” in a second!

Begin to pray now for your “Timothy.”  Pray not only that God will reveal them to you and bring them into your life, but begin now to pray prayers of protection, blessing, provision, and for spiritual blessing and anointing over their lives.  God knows who to “deliver” that answer to prayer to… long before you do!  God will certainly answer unselfish prayers like this!

Remember: 

· God knows who your “Timothy” is before you do.

· God loves your “Timothy” more than you ever will.

· God is very interested and committed to connecting you and your “Timothy” up and helping you develop a dynamic discipling relationship that will bless and benefit you, your “Timothy” and the many Disciples that will come from your “Timothy” and their “Timothys”!

· Your “Timothy” is not really “yours”… they are first and foremost God’s Chosen Child!  But God is going to give you the incredible blessing and responsibility of discipling and coaching His Child… His “Timothy”… into becoming a phenomenal DiscipleMaker for Jesus!  

· God is more committed to you becoming a DiscipleMaker and being a good spiritual coach to your “Timothy” than you are!

· God will help you powerfully as you call on Him and acknowledge your daily dependence upon Him.  It is not by your might, your strength, your cleverness, your brains, your ability, your magnetic charm, your scintillating personality, your awesome giftedness, or your phenomenal ability that God is going to use you as an effective DiscipleMaker for your “Timothy”… but by HIS SPIRT living, working, speaking and moving in you!

· You are already “successful” because you are obeying God and applying yourself to be trained and coached into becoming a great DiscipleMaker!  God is proud of you!  So are we!
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