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DiscipleMaker’s Course

Lesson 10
Sessions 1 and 2
Principles #56-60 
Complete Notes
Principles of DiscipleMaking X
Introduction:  Jesus has called us to be Disciples who abide in Him and bear much fruit for His Father’s glory.  (John 15:5-8, 16)  We are learning how to do that.  We have repented of our barrenness and unfruitfulness and together we are growing in Christ, abiding in Him and training each other in prayer, love, service and fruit-bearing for His glory.  We can begin to praise Him that He is going to be faithful and that indeed, we are going to be very, very fruitful as we stick close to Him and become more and more like Him.  Praise the Lord for His faithfulness and our coming fruitfulness.

Key Memory Verse: 

John 15:5  (New American Standard Bible)
"I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me, and I in him, he bears much fruit; for apart from Me you can do nothing.” 

Objective:  The goal of this lesson is to continue to give the DiscipleMaker-in-training basic principles in DiscipleMaking.  This lesson completes The DiscipleMaker’s Course.
Key Definitions or Concepts:
1.  The fruitfulness Jesus is promising us includes the various kinds of “good fruit” mentioned in Scripture.  As we saw in  The Servant’s Course – Lesson 11 – “God’s Vision for our Future = Fantastic Fruitfulness”, this “fruit” involves: 

· The Fruit of the Spirit – Galatians 5:22-23; Romans 8:23
Galatians 5:22-23  (New American Standard Bible)

22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,   23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. 
· The Fruit of our Lips – Hebrews 13:15 – praise and thanksgiving to God

· The Fruit of the Light  -- Ephesians 5:9 – goodness, righteousness and truth

· The Fruit of Righteousness  -- Hebrews 12:11; Philippians 1:11
· The Fruit of Good Works – Colossians 1:10; Ephesians 2:10

· The Fruit of Repentance – Matthew 3:8; Luke 3:8
· The Fruit of Souls – I Corinthians 16:15

· The Fruit of Disciples  -- Acts 6:7


Our Lord wants to help us be fruitful for His glory in all of these areas.  
Jesus is committed to helping us bear fruit that lasts.  (John 15:16)

2.  God’s Word promises us that if we are righteous and sink our roots deep into His love and His Word that we will indeed bear fruit for His pleasure and His glory:
· Proverbs 12:12 tells us that the root of the righteous will yield fruit!

· Psalms 1:3 tells us that the person who meditates night and day in God’s Word will indeed be a “fruitful tree” and will yield “fruit in its season.”

· Psalms 92:14 tells us that the righteous person will flourish, grow, and “still yield fruit in old age.”

· Proverbs 11:30 tells us that “the fruit of the righteous is a tree of life, and he who is wise wins souls.”
· Isaiah 11:1 tells us that “a shoot will spring from the stem of Jesse, and a branch from his roots (this speaking of Jesus Christ) will bear fruit.”

· Isaiah 37:31 reminds us that there will be a remnant of God’s people who will “take root downward and bear fruit upward.” (we can claim this ancient promise to the Jews … for ourselves as well!)
· John 15:5, 7, 16 all remind us that Jesus is going to help us bear much fruit and fruit that lasts as we abide in Him, allow His Words to abide in us, and ask Him for “whatever you wish”…He promises to help us bear “fruit”, “more fruit” and “much fruit.”

3.  The fruit that Jesus is going to help us produce is authentic Disciples of Jesus.  When converts are authentically discipled by authentic Disciples of Jesus…

· They are not likely to quit in discouragement

· They do not “justify” disobedience through “cheap grace” resulting in disgrace

· They grow in Christlikeness and they become authentic Disciples of Jesus themselves

· They will become not only authentic Disciples of  Jesus themselves but authentic DiscipleMakers of authentic Disciples of Jesus.  Praise the Lord!  This is what the Master’s Plan is all about!

4.  There is a reality that we need to reckon with and that is this:  everybody is a discipler.  Everybody, whether they are a Christian or not, is discipling others.  A discipler is someone who has influence on others.  Non-Christian parents “disciple” their children unwittingly to become just like them in their sins, attitudes, habits, perspectives on life, child-rearing methods, anger issues, abuse, etc.  So, all of us are discipling others whether we know it or not or whether we are doing it purposefully or not.  All of us are making disciples “after our own kind,” for better and/or for worse.  Lukewarm, lethargic Christians are influencing other new Christians to become just like them in their lukewarm lethargy.  Critical Christians who rip up the church leadership every Sunday at lunch… are training and “discipling” their children to forever be critical Christians who will never be satisfied or happy with the church leaders that they will have leading them. So, we are all Disciplers and DiscipleMakers, the questions are simply these:

· What are you discipling others to be and do?

· Who are you discipling others to be Disciples of… yourself, their flesh, our ungodly culture, or Jesus Christ?

· Are you a DiscipleMaker in the image of Christ… or are you simply cloning your own carnality, lukewarmness and un-Christlikeness?

· What are the people who are watching you and imitating you going to end up being and doing?  Will they become Christlike Disciples who make other Christlike Disciples or not?

· Is Jesus proud of  the kind of Disciples that you are leaving in your wake?  Would He want to reproduce those kind of Disciples in countless others or not?

5.  The surest and fastest way to win our families and communities to Jesus is by purposely being and making DiscipleMakers of Jesus Christ.  Jesus, of course, knew this.  This is why He chose to spend the vast majority of His time here on earth, focusing on a few, chosen, faithful men who would obey Him and follow His methodology and repeat the DiscipleMaking multiplication process.  Too many ministries work hard to inform the heart and mind with more and more Bible knowledge and theology.  God has called us to do this but He has also called us to work hard to form the heart and the minds of our Disciples until they conform to the character, nature, personality, and passions of Jesus Christ.  Then we will see transformation taking place in our: own lives, churches and our world.  That is the plan and sequence:  inform, form, conform, transform.

DISCIPLING PRINCIPLE #56

The Principle of Team

Anything that is very difficult is best done as a team!  Jesus understood this.  No wonder He selected a “team” of 12 men to help Him do the greatest, biggest job in the whole world.  He was going to redeem and sanctify a world full of sinners and transform them one at a time into worshipping, serving, self-less, holy, pure, obedient, faithful, powerful Christlike Children of God who would in turn help others find salvation and become Disciples of Jesus Christ who would never quit making Disciples just like themselves … until Jesus comes back!  Think about it, this was a huge job!  Jesus knew that, even though He was the perfect, powerful Son of God, that He needed a team to help Him pull this off.

We have seen before that Jesus needed His men for many practical and logistical issues.  They helped Him in countless ways during His 3 year ministry on earth.

Jesus needed them for fellowship, companionship, prayer support, encouragement, and for many other real needs.  Jesus knew that He desperately needed a team of faithful Disciples who would continue the work after He went back to heaven.  Jesus built a team and He used His team.  He trained and taught His team… then He released His team.  

Jesus even sent them out in “teams” of  two.  Jesus believes in the power of  team!

Dr. Jerry Porter, General Superintendent of the Church of the Nazarene, discusses the concept of Jesus’ team in interesting terms.  He contrasts different kinds of players on a team.  He talks about “STLP” players and “CEGS” players.

· STLP players are Servant Leader Team Players -- for you Laker fans, {are there any others?} think Magic Johnson!  Magic always looked to pass first and make his teammates look good and do better.  Magic would even take an unprecedented cut in salary to make it possible for the Lakers to sign someone else that he thought could help the team.  Magic deferred to Kareem and always honored the fading, aging star.  Magic never called the Lakers “My team” as long as Kareem was playing … it was always “Kareem’s team.”  Magic would secure 5 championships for the Lakers with his unselfish style of play.

· CEGS players are Competitive Egocentric Grandiose Slam-Dunkers – these are the ball hogs who care more about themselves and their own reputation and legacies and starring in the highlight films with their spectacular displays of athletic prowess and almost super-human feats of skill.  They think first about themselves and protect themselves at the expense of their teammates.  They are full of themselves and they are even threatened by other strong players who could help the team to win. They use their teammates to further their own self-focused agenda.  For you Laker fans, does this sound like anybody you might recognize?

What happens in a church or a team when SLTPs  collaborate and work together?  What happens when everybody is pulling for the good of the team and the common cause?  What happens when everybody honors everybody else and nobody is hungry for the credit or the glory?

How do you feel when you serve on a team of Servant Leader Team Players?  Win or lose you know that you are in this thing together.  Typically, people will break their backs to help their team “win” when they are led, coached, and partnered with SLTPs.  
How do you feel when you serve with or under a Competitive Egocentric Grandiose Slam-Dunker who has to be the star and who worries about who is getting the credit and the glory?

Typically, people feel:

· Small

· Insignificant 

· Used

· Dishonored

· Unimportant

· Taken for granted

· Unappreciated

· Unloved

· They don’t want to help the CEGS

· They delight when the CEGS fails

· They don’t want to serve anymore

· They don’t want to help the CEGS achieve their goals

· They have very little desire to “go the extra mile” for the team

· They eventually want off of the team

Jesus was the Ultimate Servant Leader Team Player and again and again He called His Disciples to be SLTPs.

The Jesus Team, as Jesus designed it would be made up of:

· The 72 – The Outer Circle team   (Luke 10:1-20)

These faithful men would be challenged, trained, deputized and authorized by the Lord Jesus to heal, teach, preach, harvest souls, and cast out demons.  They did just that.  Many of them may have been a part of the 120 in Upper Room when Pentecost happened.    

· The 12 – The Primary team 

These were the original 12 Disciples.  They received training, teaching, insights, questions, accountability, correction and responsibility that no one else received. 

· The 3 – The Inner Circle team – Peter, James and John

 These chosen 3 received more: time with Jesus, teaching, intimacy, 

  rebukes from Jesus, shared experiences, authority, and responsibility.

· The 1 – The Closest team member to Jesus… John the Beloved… to John was given 

  the added responsibility and blessing of taking care of Mother Mary in her   

  old age.  To John was given insight and understanding that no one else     

  received.  To John the Beloved was given the place of closest intimacy 

  with Jesus… and the place of greatest agony and pain… as he alone of the   

  12 would be at the cross of Jesus… and he would out-live all of the other 

  members of the 12 and thus he would mourn all of their martyred deaths.    

  It costs something to be close to Jesus!  With each concentric circle of 

  “closeness” to Christ… there would be great privilege, insight, blessing 

  and joy… but there was a tremendous price to pay to be in the inner    

  circles.  Ask Peter, James, and John now… or when you see them in     

  heaven… if they think that it was “worth it” or not to have been chosen by 

  Christ for such closeness and intimacy.

Jesus knew the importance of the team and He invested heavily in a few to impact the many.  There again, is a principle that we have seen before… Invest more time with a few… the right few… to impact more people.  Too many modern day ministers want to spend less time with masses of people… hoping that millions will be impacted.  It will never work.

Jesus knew what He was doing.

Well, after Jesus spent so much time with The 3 – The Inner Circle team – what was the end result in their lives before Pentecost, before they were truly sanctified and filled with God’s Spirit?

For all of Jesus’ efforts, time, attention, love, correction, preaching, coaching, teaching, training and discipling of the Inner Circle of Peter, James, and John were – in short, still a mess!  They were:

· Jealous Control Freaks  (Matthew 9:38-40)

· Vindictive Judgmental Racists  (Luke 9:51-56)

· Me-First Specialists  (Matthew 14:26-31… Peter led the way on this one!)

· Carnal Fighters who were willing to try and kill those who threatened them  (Luke 22:49-51)

· Cowards who would lie and swear to save their own necks (Matthew 26:69-75)

· Deserters who fled from our Lord’s side in Jesus’ most needy, vulnerable moment  (Matthew 26:56)

· Power-Seeking Egocentrics  (Matthew 20:20-28 … the Zebedee boys and their Mama)

· Inside-Scoop Fanatics  (Mark 13:34; John 13:21-26; John 21:21; Acts 1:6)

· Empty-Promise Makers  (Matthew 26:38-40)

· Insensitive Non-Supporters  (Matthew 26:38-40)

· Pathetic Prayer Partners who flaked out and fell asleep in the most important prayer meeting of our Lord’s life – even after He repeatedly begged them to stand with Him in prayer and intercession! (Gethsemane)

· Fair-Weather Friends  (Matthew 26:58-75)

· Slow to Believe that Jesus would actually keep His Word about rising from the dead

(Mark 16:11-13; John 20:24-25 )

· Distrustful of one another  (Mark 16:9-13) 

· Fearful Followers and Doubt-filled Worshippers (Mark 16:8; Matthew 28:17)

· Fairly mediocre fishermen – much less effective Fishers of Men  (John 21:3)

· Impulsive Risk-takers  (John 21:7)

· Evasive, Defensive Followers of Jesus who couldn’t love Jesus on the level that He wanted to be loved by them  (John 21:15-17)

· Reluctant Martyrs who needed to be reminded repeatedly to just follow Jesus! (John 21:18-22)

· Sky-Gazers who needed to be reminded by holy angels to get on with doing what Jesus had told them to do… after Jesus ascended into heaven  (Acts 1:10-11)

· Definitely not ready to become Christlike DiscipleMakers just yet… they still needed the Power, Purity, and Passion of the Holy Spirit to fall on them… (Luke 24:49; Acts 1:4-8) and empower them and cleanse them from all of the above!

Think of how discouraging this must have been to the Master DiscipleMaker of all time…if this was the end result of  His 3 years of intensive DiscipleMaking?  But Jesus knew that He wasn’t through with them yet.  They were His men… they could not fail.  He wasn’t through with them yet.  He would keep working on them … for 40 days of intensive Bible Study after His Resurrection and before He ascended into heaven…and personal coaching… and then for the rest of their lives… Jesus would be coaching them in Christlike DiscipleMaking through His ever present Holy Spirit.  Jesus was not going to quit on these guys!  (And He won’t quit on you or your Disciple either!)

They were imperfect in so many ways…

They were carnal and sinful still in so many ways…

They were still so far from being Christlike… just like you and me.

But they were Jesus’ Team… there was no “Plan B” if these guys failed to make Disciples!  They were His guys… His Team… and He loved them to the end.  (John 13:1)  He wouldn’t give up on them or quit on them.  At points they exasperated Him and at least once He exclaimed in frustration… “How long do I have to put up with you?” (Matthew 17:17)  But He kept on loving them, correcting them, leading them, and “dying daily” to Himself to help them make it and become effective DiscipleMakers.

They were Jesus’only plan… they were His only Team.  He was counting on them.

Jesus was praying for them… He would send the Holy Spirit on them and they would never be the same!  

Jesus knew that their carnal, selfish, prideful, lustful, angry, impatient, sinful hearts would be cleansed by His awesome Holy Spirit and they would be filled with His eternal love and passion for God and compassion for lost people.  He believed that these Competitive Egocentric Grandiose Slam-Dunkers would indeed become Servant Leader Team Players who would act, think, speak, love, listen, and pray like Him.  They would become like their Servant Leader Jesus Christ!  And they would someday produce Disciples who were SLTPs  as well.
Jesus knew that they would be transformed by the power of the Holy Spirit.  He knew that this transforming moment would melt them and mold them into a real TEAM where they would keep on keeping on together and they would do what was right together and they wouldn’t care any more about who got the credit!  They were His Team… and they would start serving, loving, leading and speaking like He had trained them to do… and He knew that they would never quit!  And one of the reasons that they would keep after it and never quit… was because in addition to the Holy Spirit… they had each other… they had their TEAM! 

Jesus had done a good job of raising up His Team.  That team’s effectiveness has reached down 2,000 years to you and me!  Because they followed His Great Commission (Matthew 28:18-20) and they wouldn’t quit… against all odds and against all demons and against all obstacles and against all discouragement… they wouldn’t quit!  Praise God for Jesus and His Original Team!

Together, in the Master’s Plan… we are going to be a Team.

We know that we really do need each other.

We know that we can’t make it without each other.

We know that we can’t make Disciples all by ourselves.

We know that without each other… we will probably flake out, fail and quit!

We know that we need each other’s:

· Prayer support

· Encouragement

· Example and modeling

· Correction

· Accountability

· Perseverance and tenacity

· Teaching and training

· Love, mercy, compassion, and forgiveness

· Input, ideas, and wisdom

· Gifts, graces, weapons, faith, and perspective

· Tears when we cry…and mourn… and hurt

· Joy, smiles, laughter, dancing and celebration when … as a Team… we win – for Jesus’ sake… for soul’s sake… and for the sake of  making Disciples!
We are His Team!

Someone once defined “Team” as:  “a small number of people with complementary skills (not just clones of each other) who are committed to a common purpose or cause who hold themselves truly mutually accountable to reach their agreed upon goals.”

That seems like a pretty good “working definition” of the kind of team that Jesus had in mind when He called His 12… and we are convinced that the only “Jesus way” of doing life, ministry, and DiscipleMaking is to do it as He did it… as a Team!

To that end, we will be creating Life Groups, Lead Groups, Leadership Training events, prayer times and other venues to help us stay focused, accountable, and moving towards the high goal of becoming Christlike DiscipleMakers like He called us to be – for His glory, the salvation of souls and the making of  Disciples who will become DiscipleMakers.

Our Team is just beginning to come together and we are just beginning to appreciate each other and love each other the way that Jesus wants us to… and the way that will be absolutely necessary if we are going to stay focused and faithful to the task that our Master has given us.

We are all aware that we all are still woefully ignorant and unskilled in DiscipleMaking … and so, we are committed to remaining a vital TEAM in this life-long endeavor!  We are all learning together and we have so much to learn from the Holy Spirit, as well as more skilled and experienced DiscipleMakers, and from each other.  Together, we are going to make it and we are going to succeed as a TEAM!  

Jesus knew that the Original 12 desperately needed Him and that they desperately needed each other.  Jesus knows that we, too, truly, radically desperately need Him and that we simply can’t make it without each other.  We either make it as a TEAM…or we won’t make it at all!

By God’s Great Grace and powerful help we are going to become a TEAM of Disciples of Jesus Christ… who together make more Disciples of Jesus who will join our TEAM.  Together we will become Disciples who become DiscipleMakers of our Lord!
To do this we dare not ignore this next principle.
 

DISCIPLING PRINCIPLE #57
The Principle of Holding Your Disciple Accountable and Giving Godly Correction

This principle cuts both ways:  you need to be accountable to whoever is discipling you and you need to hold your Disciple accountable.  We all need accountability.  We have seen this in previous lessons.  In Discipling Principle #23 we discussed the importance and necessity of accountability and discipling for ourselves as Disciplers.  In this principle we focus a little more on holding our Disciples accountable. 

We all do better with accountability and accomplish what we could never do or accomplish – than we would left to our own devices, will and discipline. Left on our own, without any kind of  accountability… most of us disappoint ourselves and our Lord.
Your Disciple needs accountability more than they probably recognize.  

Managers all over the world have discovered that people do what they know you will inspect… they will rarely do what you expect.
We owe it to our Disciples to take accountability seriously.  They will never become Disciples of Jesus or DiscipleMakers without it!  As we know, we will never accomplish and achieve our most important goals without accountability check-points.

Follow through on your Disciple.  When you both have agreed on a goal or timetable for accomplishing something… check in with each other and lovingly but with true intentionality hold each other accountable!  Be gracious and gentle… but also be a bit firm.  If there has been success and goal accomplishment… celebrate together… rejoice together.  If there has been failure and sloppiness towards what you both know God wants your Disciple to do… then hit your knees together, ask for forgiveness, and ask God for more help – get up from your knees, re-focus, set new goals and timetables and figure out, with the Holy Spirit’s help, how you can encourage each other towards the God-given goal.

If your Disciple promises to do something… follow up on it… and ask them how they are doing.  Help them set reasonable goals and deadlines.  If they fail to keep their promises or their word… talk to them about it.  Don’t let it slide.  Don’t let them grow careless in keeping their word.  A careless, sloppy, undependable Disciple will make a terrible DiscipleMaker!

If you ask your Disciple to do something that is reasonable and they have agreed to do it… and then they don’t get around to it… you do your Disciple a great disservice not to bring it up and deal with it.  

For example, if you have asked your Disciple to call you if they can’t make an agreed upon appointment with you… and they fail to do this… don’t ignore it, don’t forget it… bring it up.  It is unpleasant and uncomfortable to bring it up with them but you better do it… if you love them and if you ever hope that they will become an effective DiscipleMaker themselves.  Talk to them about it.  They are going to want their own future Disciples to do this common courtesy back to them… don’t let them become sloppy, unreliable, undependable and careless because all of this adds up to a harvest of unfaithfulness, lack of integrity, lack of trust, and it will ruin their chances to produce faithful Disciples themselves.  Jesus talks about being faithful in small things.  It is more important than we realize.  So, follow through.  Of course, praise them and thank them when they do what they are supposed to do.

Sin in your Disciple’s life must be confronted.  Repent and grieve together before the Lord.  Own the failure together.  You are a Team.  You are a unit.  You win together… and you take hits together.  

Be a confronter… all in love.  Confront privately.  Encourage and praise privately and publicly.

There is always risk in confrontation.  There is pain and discomfort in confrontation.  But, if it is really a matter that needs confrontation… then there will be MORE PAIN AND DISCOMFORT in the long run… when your Disciple crashes and burns spiritually or morally… in part, because you, their Discipler, failed to lovingly confront them.

Jesus was not shy about confronting Peter and the other Disciples when they had ungodly attitudes, un-Christlike motives and sin in their lives.  Jesus knew that it would cost Him something to confront His guys… but it would cost Him and them a whole lot more if He let their sin and their carnality go unchecked.

The Book of Proverbs is full of admonitions about the importance of listening to rebuke and correction.  We are commanded again and again in the New Testament to confront each other in love and turn each other back to the truth.  Here is just one example:


James 5:19-20  (New American Standard Bible)
19 My brethren, if any among you strays from the truth, and one turns him back, 20 let him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his way will save his soul from death, and will cover a multitude of sins. 

This is incredibly significant!  “Save his soul from death” = eternal lake of fire!  James is telling us to go out of our way and loving confront our sinning brothers and sisters… or their very souls could be in jeopardy. 

Most Christians don’t love Jesus or their sinning brothers and sisters enough to do this!  It is just so much easier to ignore it, pray about it, and hope that the person straightens out on their own!  This is NOT the way that Jesus made Disciples!

Other Christians wade in with “guns blazing”… and they leave blood and fur all over the walls… as they “tell it like it is!” in “brutal honesty.”  They wound others with their anger, self-righteousness, harsh name calling, and ungodly attitude.  They do anything but portray Christ.  They may speak the truth…but it isn’t done in love…and it isn’t perceived by any casual observer to have been done in love.  Both of these extremes are wrong.  Jesus calls us to lovingly get involved in the lives of others and to speak the truth in love to them.

Of  course we do this with:

· Much prayer, fasting and intercession

· Great tenderness and gentleness  (Galatians 6:1)

· A broken heart

· A teachable, approachable spirit

· A willingness for anyone else, including the one that we are confronting, to speak into our own lives about any inconsistencies or un-Christlikeness that they see in us.  (This isn’t easy!)

· A strong desire to be compassionate and gracious like Jesus

· Great, fervent love  

· Having earned the right to speak into their hearts because of our past encouragement, love, support and friendship with them

· Front-loaded forgiveness and mercy for them… regardless of their response

· Much more prayer!!

We truly need to “speak the truth in love” to our brothers and sisters.  (Ephesians 4:15)

Proverbs 9:8 tells us that if we reprove a wise man (we trust that our Disciples are growing in godly wisdom) that he will love us for it!

If you see your brother or sister sinning and you say nothing… then you enter into some level of responsibility before your God for their on-going sin and their punishment.  Check out what God’s Word says about having “blood on your hands” when you fail to warn those who continue in sin.  (Ezekiel 3:18-19; 33:8-9)

Proverbs gives us many promises of blessings for those who hear and heed correction and that great wisdom book also promises many blessings for those who will wisely bring correction to those in error or sin.  God can help us to do it right… with a gracious spirit.

The whole point of  correction is restoration, blessing, holiness, and love.  We correct and reprove our Disciples because we love them so very much.

Check your motivation before you confront.  Is your motivation to bless, help and heal or is it to embarrass, humiliate, hurt, and expose someone else’s lack of holiness or maturity.  Do you secretly “delight” in the fact that you found some “dirt” on them… or is your heart truly broken for concern and compassion for them?

How would Jesus hold His Disciple accountable?  Look into Scripture and see how He did it with the Original 12.

If correction is necessary, how would Jesus do it?  Ask Him for help and wisdom… He will give you all the counsel you need.  (James 1:5)  You may want to get counsel from the one who is discipling you.

Demonstrate to your Disciple that you are willing to be corrected by them or anyone.  Live out a transparent life before your Disciple where they are aware that you are approachable and that you welcome loving rebuke in your own life – when you need it… and even when you don’t think that you need it.


Psalm 141:5  (New American Standard Bible)


Let the righteous smite me in kindness and reprove me; It is oil upon the head; 
Do not let my head refuse it, 

A wise person welcomes loving correction and godly discipline.  WE ALL NEED IT!

If you think that you are so Christlike and perfect that you will never again need someone to ever correct you – then you are in bigger trouble than you can imagine… and you are desperately in need of someone to love you enough to confront you  like Jesus confronted His guys.

A good test to see if you are really living in close covenant and true Christ-like community with your brothers and sisters in Christ… is to ask yourself… “When was the last time somebody was close enough to me, (and I allowed them to be close enough to me) that they felt free to lovingly correct me in something?”  If  it has been a long time… you are probably over-due.  

When someone last corrected you…how did you respond?  Did you thank them warmly for loving you so much… or did you retreat with your wounded spirit and hold a grudge against them?  A wise person will have a broken and contrite heart and a teachable spirit when they are corrected.  They will humble themselves before the Lord and before the one who is pointing out their sins or errors.  A wise person will warmly thank the one who is risked so much to lovingly point out their blind spots or sins.

Disciples of  Jesus who are actually making Disciples of Jesus will need to be able to give and receive loving rebuke and correction.  This means that we have to be in a close accountability relationship with our own Discipler (our “Paul”)… as well as with the one we are discipling.

Give accountability and correction… as the Golden Rule says… the way that you will want to receive it from others.  No doubt, your Disciple will someday need to correct you in something.  If you have been gentle and merciful… with them… you stand a good chance of them being gracious, gentle and merciful with you.  You will train them how to correct others (including yourself) by the way that you confront them!

You must take accountability and confrontation seriously.

Your Disciple will never become a good DiscipleMaker unless they learn how to do this necessary task… with grace, love, mercy, gentleness and loads of forgiveness…by the way you model it for them… as you confront and correct them.

“Give and it shall be given unto you”… Do this business of accountability and correction right… and you will be so blessed.  Give godly, loving accountability and correction and you will have it done back to you in a right spirit. 

Do it wrong or don’t do it at all… and you will have your heart broken and you will weep and so will Jesus!

Jesus is counting on you to love Him and His Disciple enough to lovingly hold them accountable and to confront them in truth and love when they need it.  The Lord will test you in this.  

Love them enough to confront them like Jesus would.  

With God’s help and God’s grace… they will feel your love and concern and respond (hopefully) the way that Jesus wants them to – for righteousness’ sake.

God will grace you as you tenderly, thoughtfully, prayerfully do this tough but necessary task of growing a Disciple of  Jesus.

Your Disciple will someday see the great love and concern that you had for them… if you do this principle the way that Jesus wants you to… in His Spirit of compassion and restoration… the spirit of grace!

DISCIPLING PRINCIPLE #58

The Principle of The Will of God

DiscipleMaking is the heart of God!  It is HIS WILL!

As we continue to apply ourselves to becoming effective DiscipleMakers we need to continually remind ourselves that this is indeed the very will of God.  Our Lord Jesus cares about this more than we do!  When we ask Him in prayer to help us to be good and faithful DiscipleMakers of Jesus we can be assured that He hears us (I John 5:14-15) and that He is passionately interested in helping us to do His will.  We can pray and then act in confidence knowing that we move out in supernatural divine power given to us by a gracious God to accomplish His will.   
He is pleased and thrilled with us and He will move heaven and earth to help us to do what He has told us to do.  We may fail at  points.  Our Disciples may not always follow through the way we think they should… but we can rest assured that the One who has called us to do this great task will indeed: gift us, enable us, empower us, bless us, fight for us and strengthen us until we stand before Him to give an account of our DiscipleMaking efforts.  
He is proud of us that we are even trying to accomplish this great assignment.  He will hear our desperate cries for help.  This is His enterprise!  This is His business!  This is His passion!  This is what He cares about most!  Let us ask big and ask specifically for help and we can count on it, our God will make it happen through us!  Praise the Lord!  This is His Will!

John 15:7  (New American Standard Bible)
"If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it shall be done for you.” 

Jesus will help you in the selection of the people that you will invest in and disciple for His glory.  Think about it, your Lord Jesus already knows the names of the people that He is going to move into your life and connect you with in the years ahead.  You can ask boldly for God to introduce you to them and build a powerful affinity between you and the Disciple that He wants you to pour your life into for the long haul.

You can, according to John 15:7 above, “ask whatever you wish, and it shall be done for you.”  When it comes to fruit-bearing and DiscipleMaking, you can be bold and ask for whatever you wish and know that your God is hearing you!  Praise the Lord!  
ASK for fruitfulness.  After all, this is His command and His will!  Ask for more laborers for the harvest field.  (that is, more DiscipleMakers!)  Ask for God to open your eyes to those that He wants you to work with.  Ask God to give you the gift of favor in their eyes as you begin to spend time with them.  Ask God to give you: grace, power, wisdom, a sensitive spirit, compassion, understanding, patience and all of the other qualities that you will need to be a Jesus-style DiscipleMaker.  
We cannot do this on our own.  We cannot do this without Jesus.  Without Him we can do nothing!  (John 15:5)  Jesus is either going to marvelously help us make Disciples that He is pleased with…Disciples that do everything that He commanded us to do … or we aren’t going to be producing anything but making Disciples “in our own image”… and that is a scary thought!  Now, Jesus will help us because we are praying for this – and ultimately, this is HIS WILL! 

The best way to continually prepare yourself to be a Christlike DiscipleMaker is to daily sit at the feet of Jesus and love on Him and let Him love on you and listen to Him and obey Him.  This is what Mary of Bethany did and Jesus said that she had chosen the very best of all options.  (Luke 10:42)  This is the daily Will of God for your life.
Ask your Disciple to continually pray for you that you will be able to lead, guide and coach them in the ways of the Lord in the manner in which He wants you to do this great ministry of DiscipleMaking.  Jesus will hear their prayers on your behalf.  Isn’t that great news?!  It is God’s Will that you be continually prayed for and that others pray for your fruitfulness and effectiveness in DiscipleMaking.
Never forget that not only is Jesus answering your prayers and your Disciple’s prayers for you to be a good and fruitful DiscipleMaker… but remember that day and night Jesus Himself is praying for you to God the Father that you will become a faithful, successful DiscipleMaker as well!  
God is answering His prayers for you – in part, through the training you are receiving and will continue to receive through the Master’s Plan.  You can rest assured that God the Father answers the prayers of God the Son!   Jesus is fervently, passionately praying for God’s Will to be done in your life regarding faithfulness and fruitfulness in DiscipleMaking.  Aren’t you glad that you can rest confident in the reality that Jesus’ prayers for you – get answered!
Think about the reality of all that you have going for you as you begin to make Disciples for Jesus.  You have:

· The Word of God

· The Blood of Jesus

· The very Holy Spirit of Jesus

· The constant attendance and assistance of powerful angels

· The Weapons of God

· The Armor of God

· The People of God

· The Prayers of Jesus

· The Prayers of  the Holy Spirit

· The Prayers of your Discipler

· The Prayers of your Disciples

· The Faith of God

· The Power of the Holy Spirit

· The Promises of God

· The Blessing of the Living God

· The Potential and vast Resources of Heaven … all available through prayer

· The Wisdom of God

· The Mind of Christ

· The Example of Jesus

· The Smile and Favor of Your Lord Jesus Christ!

You simply cannot fail!  And you will not fail.  It is God’s Will.  It is our will.  And now it is your will!  Praise God for the victory that you are going to enjoy and the celebration that you will have in heaven when the fruit of your faithfulness will be fully revealed.  What a day of rejoicing that will be!  Praise the Lord!

DISCIPLING PRINCIPLE #59
The Principle of The Journey
Life with Jesus is a Journey.  Heaven is our ultimate destination but we are sojourners here on earth and we are on a Journey with Jesus.  DiscipleMaking is a life-long process and journey.  Along the way there may be set-backs, false-starts and “detours.”  But as we keep walking with Jesus we know that we will be moving in the right direction and that we will become more and more like Jesus along the way as His Disciples and that He will help us with the on-going business of making Christlike Disciples in the nations.

DiscipleMaking is a journey as well.  

While this lesson ends the DiscipleMaker’s Course of 10 lessons, this is not the end of the journey.  Indeed, it is really just the beginning of the on-going training, teaching, encouragement, accountability that your leadership is committed to giving you until all of us are “complete in Christ” and all of our Disciples are “complete in Christ”… in other words, until all of us are perfectly like Jesus!  (Talk about “job security!”)  We all have a long way to grow!  But Praise the Lord for the progress that we are all making.  To God be the glory.  Disciples are about to be made!  DiscipleMakers are about to be formed!  
The Journey of DiscipleMaking began with our Lord almost 2,000 years ago and this is our “lap” now.  God is going to be with us every step of the way and He is going to help us.  We are going to be successful in this Journey with Jesus and we are going to someday “make it home.”  And we will not arrive there alone.  We will have the phenomenal joy of presenting to Jesus multitudes of Disciples who have been formed through our prayers, tears, love, investment of time, and efforts at DiscipleMaking.
The Journey is just beginning… and it doesn’t end as long as we have breath.  You will be making Christlike Disciples for the rest of your journey here on earth.  In fact, the older and wiser you get the better Discipler you will be.  Some of us may not reach our “prime” in Discipling for another 20 years!  
What a joy-filled, exciting Journey with Jesus this is going to be!

And as we said earlier in our principle on being a TEAM – praise the Lord, we are not on this Journey alone.  Together, we are going to help each other make it and help each other make Disciples of Jesus.
DISCIPLING PRINCIPLE #60

The Principle of The Completing Work of Christ

How did our Lord Jesus ever intend to complete the great work that God had given Him to do?  (That is, to save the entire world!)  He intended to do what only He could do… die on the cross as the perfect Sacrifice for our sins and rise from the dead.  And He intended to help, nurture, train, disciple, deputize and authorize a handful of men to disciple others who would continue the reproduction of other DiscipleMakers … “unto the uttermost part of the earth” (Acts 1:8)… “to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:20)  This was His strategy and it has worked!  His strategies will always work!  This was the Master Jesus’ plan and strategy.  This was the Master’s Plan!
We are continuing the great work of our Lord Jesus.  He will certainly help us to finish the job that He started!  

Philippians 1:6  (New American Standard Bible)

For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus. 

Jesus Christ will complete the good work that He has begun in us to make us Christlike and to make us Christlike DiscipleMakers.  He promised! He will also complete the good work that He has begun in the world of making obedient Disciples who become DiscipleMakers of all nations… and we have the phenomenal privilege of being a part of  that great process!  We are on His team… and our Captain Jesus always wins! 
Praise your Lord Jesus everyday that He is going to complete the great good work in you of making you a Christlike Disciple of His.  And praise Him by faith that He is going to keep on keeping on until He completes the work of making you an on-going, effective DiscipleMaker.  Jesus knows what He has started in you and your heart!  Jesus knows that you are going to make it!  He knows that He is going to complete the good work in you and that He will perfect that good work and perfect you – “until the day of Christ Jesus!”
IN CONCLUSION:

Programs do not make Disciples of Jesus.  Sermons do not make Disciples of Jesus.  Books do not make Disciples of Jesus.  Neither do: meetings, curriculum, Christian colleges, camps, choirs, seminars, preaching, teaching, workshops, worship services, prayer meetings, Bible studies, Christian concerts, video series, tapes, or Christian radio and TV.  These may all help … a bit … but none of these alone, or together will make a single Disciple of Jesus Christ.  

The formula has always been the same… Disciples make Disciples.  Disciples who will invest a lot of time, love, prayer and attention with someone else are the essential, non-negotiable, absolutely vital ingredient in successful DiscipleMaking.  A wise DiscipleMaker will utilize all of the above to reinforce and encourage their Disciple but ultimately… it is the human resource of a willing, obedient, faithful DiscipleMaker that God will use the most in the life of another.  

Disciples reproduce what they are… Disciples of Jesus Christ.  DiscipleMakers will reproduce DiscipleMakers. 

Disciples that don’t make Disciples …in other words, “unfruitful Disciples” (if that is not an oxymoron) are not yet the kind of Disciples that Jesus commanded us to make.  We were commanded in Matthew 28:20 to make Disciples who would do everything Jesus told us to do… and of course, that would mean Disciples who, among all other points of obedience, would actually make other Disciples of Jesus. 

Let us remind ourselves again that “this whole thing is not about us”… or our abilities or lack of them.  Jesus has all of the authority in the Universe and now He has delegated all of that authority to us!  Jesus will help us to do what we could never do alone.  And Jesus will be with us to the end of our journey, the end of the age, the ends of the earth and beyond!  Praise the Lord!


Matthew 28:18 and 20cd  (New American Standard Bible)

18 And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.....and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age." 

Isn’t that comforting, great good news!  And don’t forget what your Lord Jesus said about you:
John 15:16  (New American Standard Bible)

"You did not choose Me, but I chose you, and appointed you, that you should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain, that whatever you ask of the Father in My name, He may give to you.
Together, with our Lord’s help we ARE going to bear fruit (Christlike Disciples) and our fruit is going to REMAIN!
This is the Master’s Will and this is the Master’s Plan!
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