“I believe there are lots of ways to God.”

(Answering the Questions of Searchers)
Pluralism

Descriptive pluralism—A recognition and appreciation of ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​diversity.
. 
Dogmatic pluralism—Diversity is valued so highly pluralists resist challenge. 
Dogmatic pluralism is a result of . . . .


Hyper-individualism—People guard their freedom of thought to the point where 
they resist input from others.  They themselves become the source of truth.

A new definition of tolerance—The expectation is we will accept their point view

and thereby validate their personal worth. 


Questioning authority—No one can tell you what to believe.  Personal preference 

is a valid source of truth. 


Inadequate ways of determining truth








We determine truth by God’s self-disclosure (the Bible), reason, tradition 

and experience. 
Problems for Christian witnesses

1. We are perceived as narrow, bigoted or intolerant. 

Response: “We would fight for your right to believe as you wish.  We would not 
be a Bible-thumping fanatic who pressures you to think as we do.  But we do 
believe Jesus’ death for our sins and His resurrection to new life provides 
evidence to His uniqueness as The Way to God.” 
2. We are thought to be judgmental.

Response: “We refuse to condemn those who believe differently.  At the same 
time, we think 
we are to tell others how God proved His love for us, despite our 
sins, by giving Jesus to die for our sins.  Because of His love we can be forgiven 
and free.”

Common expressions of “There are lots of ways to God.”


“God uses many denominations.”

Response: “Yes, God uses churches who believe Jesus as the way to God.”


“All religions are alike.”


Response: “Other religions do teach morality and ethical living, but some 



religions believe in multiple gods.”


“All roads lead to God.”


Response: “Is there one God?  If so, there are only three monotheistic religions—


Judaism, Islam and Christianity.”
