HOW FAITHFULNESS FORMS OUR FUTURE

Jeremiah 31:16-22

Purpose: To call people to envision their future from God’s perspective. 

Introduction: 


1. Most of us picture the future with optimism, pessimism or a mixture of 


the two. 


# Jeremiah describes a sinful and defeated nation who has lost hope.

Here, in abbreviated form, is how God deals with people who want to get 
back to Him:



Stop crying over the past (16).


There is hope for your future (17).


Yes, you are ashamed and embarrassed (18-19).


God loves you deeply (20).


Get going down the highway and watch the signs (21).


I will create a new thing (22).

2. We may fall into the same patterns Israel followed. 


a. They stopped worshiping God and prioritized their own interests. 



b. They started following other gods. 



c. They ignored God’s commandments. 



d. They became angry and resistant to God’s correction. 



e. They defended themselves in face of God’s critique. 


3. We fail to see how the decisions we make now affect the future. 



# The family that makes a purchase they cannot afford knows 


somewhere down the line they will face the music.  Why do they


buy something they cannot afford anyway?  


As they talk we hear their thinking, “We are tired of having to 



settle for less.”  Or “we watch other people going into debt and 



they seem to come out all right.  We deserve nice things, too.”


4. In the spiritual realm people say, “I know I need to go to church, but . . .”



“I know what I am doing is wrong . . .”



a. They are reporting a gap between knowledge—what they 


know to do and what they are willing to do. 



b. Right is known, but the cost of doing right seems excessive. 


5.  Some excuse themselves from God’s principles. 



a. Conversations like, “I don’t make it a practice.  This one time will 


be okay.”


b. If we were to rephrase the description, “some excuse themselves 

from faithfulness,” most would object. 


c. Sin is a faithfulness failure. 


6. How is our spiritual life formed?



a. Through time with Jesus



b. By his correction 


# Sons of Thunder wanted a place of prominence and control.  


Jesus told them He could not give them what they wanted. If they 


wanted to be great, they must become a servant. 


c. By God’s vision and plan for us. 



# Thomas doubted Jesus’ resurrection.  Jesus made a special trip



to where Thomas was to bring him along with others whose faith



came faster and easier. 



# At times he would upbraid His followers by saying, “You have so 


little faith.  How long do I have to be with you?”


7. How our picture of the future shapes us.



a. We move toward how we imagine the future will be. 



# A young lady described how tough her situation was.  And she 


was right, but she told me how she was working toward a better 


circumstance.  She got me excited about where she was heading.  


She had a dream, but not a pipe-dream, of what God wanted to do. 



b. Jesus painted a picture of the future for His disciples.



#  Nathaniel was impressed that Jesus had noticed him.  When 


Nathaniel mentioned how observant Jesus was, Jesus predicted 


the future for Nathaniel, saying, “You will see the angels ascending 


and descending.”  Nathaniel, moved by such a vision followed 


Jesus.   


# Jesus, upon meeting Simon, gave him a nickname, Peter.  Simon 

meant Sandy and Peter meant Rock.  Peter began a tentative 


journey toward stability and faithfulness. His pattern of failure 


diminished the longer he followed Jesus. 



After Peter denied Jesus there was a tender moment when Jesus 


asked Peter, “Do you love me?”  When Peter affirmed his love for 


Jesus, Jesus trusted him with a ministry of caring for the Church. 



b. What is your picture of your future?  Has God given you that 


vision?  Is He part of what you have in mind?  Are you troubled by 


a vanishing vision?

Challenge: A Future Formed by Faithfulness

# Joseph mistreated and falsely accused could have used others’ sins as an excuse to sin, but he remained faithful to God.  God catapulted him to a place of power and prominence because Joseph was faithful.  His future was formed by faithfulness. 
