GETTING READY FOR COMPANY
Eph. 2:13-22; 3:7-13
Purpose: To prepare our church for growth. 

# When I first came to pastor one congregation, the church board and I worked to get ready for company.  I asked the church board what most needed to be done.  They said, “Bring Sunday School from Sunday night to Sunday morning and  improve the looks of the building. We painted the building, put siding and brick around it.  We gave attention to how we greeted people. We agreed the overhead projector, the curled transparencies with letters partially worn off and the screen pulled down with a green broomstick with a hook on the end could be improved.  We wanted worshipers to feel loved and accepted.  I taught seminars on Welcoming Newcomers into the Fellowship. (See www.missionevangelism.org/training) We grew.  We encouraged outsiders to become insiders. 
1. The Church exists for its non-members. 

2. The Church has a very noble role as the body of Christ. 


# In I Cor. 12:12 Paul almost calls the Church, Christ. 

3. The body of Christ is a metaphor helping us picture what He had in mind.  
4. The body of Christ pictures Christ as the head and the church as His body. 


a. The body includes many members working as a unit. 


b. The body of Christ is the visible presence of the invisible Christ. 

5. As the head of the body Christ is in charge.


a. Jesus directs us, the Body. 


b. Christ is head of the Church. 


c. Christ is not head of the world. 


# The world does not allow Christ to lead.  Sinners are not whole people; they are 


a body without a head.  


#Marcus Barth wrote, “To belong to the church and to enjoy the intimate and 
glorious title ‘body of Christ’ means remembering and confessing that it is by 
God’s grace that dead men live, to the acknowledgement and praise of the 
‘Head’”. 

6. The body of Christ is complex, because it is interdependent. 

# Trick knee Christians will let us down. 


# Paul, to prove his point, writes as though parts of the body are talking to each 
other.

7. The head of the Body needs the Body. 

a. A head without a body is an unsavory picture. 


b. The head containing the brain must have a body through which to work. 


# My Dad used to say about me, “This is my partner; my right hand man; my co-


pilot.”  God says, “You are my body.”

8. When the Church is persecuted, Christ is persecuted. 


# God dropped Paul in the Damascus Road. He did not say why are you 

persecuting the New Testament Church?  He asked, “Why are you persecuting 
me?”

9. Paul switches from talking about the body of Christ to referring to the temple. 


a. These were Gentiles to whom he was writing, so they do not have in mind the 



temple in Jerusalem. 


b. The use of the temple concept appears to refer to more people being assembled.

c. “In him the whole building is joined together to become a temple” (21). 

10. Let’s agree numbers are important. 

# Suppose you went to work for a new employer.  He told you he’d pay you 
$3000 a month, but he only paid you $2000.   When you questioned him, he 
replied, “Numbers are not that important.  We have a great atmosphere around 
here.”


I know what I would do.  I would come to work around 10:00 and leave at 2:00.  



When he fussed about me working too few hours, I’d say, “Numbers aren’t 
important.”

a. Let’s agree numbers can be misused if it is a matter of pride or a basis of 
comparison.  


b. If we find our self-worth in how many worship or learn with us, we are basing 




our value on the wrong thing. 


c. If we juggle statistics to make us appear better, we are deceiving ourselves. 

11. Some would say, “Let’s forget about numbers and just be a spiritual church. 


a. One is not exclusive of the other. 


# It would be like saying would you rather eat or drink.  We were made for both. 


b. A spiritually alive church attracts people who ready want to know and love 
God.

12. Jesus was spiritually in tune with God and He planned outreach events.

13. If we do not care about how many we minister to, we will not be concerned about how many we do not minister to. 

# In our county ___% are unchurched. (See Nazarene Research.) 


# Acts describes 120 people in Jerusalem; 3000 converts on the Day of Pentecost; 
5000 belonging to the church by Acts 4; by Acts 7:7 reports increases. 


# God is concerned about one lost sheep, one lost coin, and one lost boy. 

Conclusion: 

# A legend tells of Jesus arriving in heaven. The angel Gabriel notices the signs of suffering and the cross upon Jesus’ body.  “Master, you must have suffered terribly for people.”

“I did,” said Jesus. 
“Do they all know about how you loved them and what you did for them?”

“No,” said Jesus. “Not yet. Only a few people know.”

“What have you done,” asked Gabriel, “to let everyone know about it?”

Jesus replied, “I asked Peter, James, John and few others to make it the purpose of their lives to tell others about me, and the others still others, and yet others until every person knows what I have done for them.”

Gabriel looked doubtful.  “Yes”, he said, “but what if Peter, James, and John grow tired?  What if the people who come after them forget?  What if in the 21st century people do not tell others about you?  Have you made other plans?”
Jesus answered, “They are my only plan.  I am counting on them.” 

