FAITHFULNESS: INGLORIOUS AND INDISPENSIBLE
I Corinthians 15:50-58

Purpose: To invite people to live a life of faith and faithfulness. 


1. Faithlessness troubles us—always has, always will. 

2. The importance of faithfulness to God and each other is evident because God 
listed faithfulness among the fruit of the Spirit. 



a. The result of living close to God is that we become reliable. 



b. Faithfulness, trustworthiness, integrity and reliable are interwoven. 



c. Societies, businesses, churches and families cannot endure without it. 


3. Scripture contains countless accounts of faithlessness. 



a. Israel as a nation moved away from God and His commandments. 




# The Books of Kings categorizes each ruler into one of two 




columns—those who did evil and those who honored God.



For example, Ahaziah fell through the lattice work on the second




floor of his home.  Injured badly he sent a messenger to consult




Baal, a god-idol.  Elijah, God’s prophet, met the messenger and




spoke God’s condemnation on the king’s unfaithfulness 




(II Kings 1).  



b. Faithlessness is considered evil, not merely an oversight or mistake. 



c. Judas betrayed Jesus—his faithlessness fits the category of evil. 




1) How could a man who was loved and trusted turn his back




on Jesus?




2) How could Judas justify betraying a close friend?



d. Demos, an associate pastor to Paul, the apostle, left Paul and faith. 




1) How could he do that when thousands were coming to Christ?




2) Paul answers the question, “He loved this present world.”


e. Ananias and Sapphira preferred looking good than being honest. 


4. Generational preference



# I hesitated preaching on the concept of faithfulness.  The reason for my


hesitation is the description given to the younger generation excludes 


faithfulness.  The younger generation is characterized by its spontaneity, 


driven by emotions and desires to do as it wants.  Faithfulness hardly 


appeals to such a group.  On the other hand, my generation felt and acted 


the same way.  And I find many conscientious, dependable and consistent 


young adults who think faithlessness is not a generational issue only.  


Faithfulness is a spiritual issue. 


5. We know the value of faithfulness and will speak favorably about integrity. 


a. The problem comes when we face problems. 


b. We are quick to put faith to one side and adopt the tools of self-



assertion.



c. Our inclination is to react in anger toward our enemies and preempt 


God’s timing and His way of dealing with them. 


6. When we know God uses painful and unfair situations to build our character, 


why do we become unfaithful?



a. Feelings override principle.



b. Faithfulness is inglorious but indispensible. 



# Abraham would not wait for God’s timing. 

7.  Read I Cor. 15:50-58



a. All who serve the Lord and work in the church have felt like quitting. 



b. The Corinthian church had lots of reasons to give up ministering. 



c. The Corinthian church was a problem church. 




1) The church was divided by allegiance to various leaders




2) Church people were bickering and accusing each other. 




3) An immoral church member was allowed to continue sinning. 




4) Church people were suing each other. 




5) Matters of conscience were in dispute (meat offered to idols).




6) The church potluck became a place of discrimination. 



7) Speaking in tongues divided the church. 


8. Why continue serving and ministering?  Because of Christ’s resurrection.



a. The resurrection is the Gospel that saves us (I Cor. 15:2). 



b. The resurrection is scripturally supported (3-4).



c. Five hundred witnessed Christ’s ascension into heaven (6).



d. God’s grace that changed Paul was due to the resurrection (10). 



e. Faith is futile apart from the resurrection (17). 



f. There is no answer to the sin of Adam if the resurrection is not true (22).



g. Death is the end if the resurrection is not true (26). 


9. Faith in God leads to faithfulness.



a. Genuine faith in God leads us to conform to God’s will and ways. 



b. Faith requires us to quit asking God to fit our way of thinking and 



behaving.



c. Faith lives in light of the resurrection—God overcomes death and sin. 


10. Paul concluded with these admonitions: “Stand firm.  Let nothing move you. 

Always give yourself fully to the work of the Lord” (58). 

#C.O. Mulder was a stalwart example of faithfulness. 

# Joe Stowell, president of Moody Bible Institute, and his wife were celebrating their 25th anniversary in a rustic bed-and-breakfast in England.  The four couples also staying there were British.  One couple asked Joe what he did.  He wondered how to respond to them thinking they would know nothing about Moody Bible Institute.  When he mentioned the name, two of the couples moved forward on the couch and asked, “Of Moody-Sankey?”  “We have Sankey hymnals that have 
been passed down through our families for generations,” said two of the couples. Moody and Sankey were in the British Isles over 120 years earlier and had ministered for three years.  Joe, after that surprising conversation, prayed, “God, I want my life to be lived so faithfully that I too will cast long shadows for You.”

# A Siberian pastor now serving five rural churches in the countryside, told of how as a 
young minister he was approached by the KGB to be an informant.  They promised him a life of prosperity and ease if he would report to them every Monday about what was happening in the church and what people were doing.  He could continue to pastor and no one would know.  When he said no he was shipped to Siberia.  This pastor’s belief in God was greater and stronger than the lucrative contract he was offered by the government.  By faith he boarded a ship with 1500 other political and religious prisoners. Six hundred died because of an explosion on the ship.  The 900 remaining ones were force-marched in January to prison camps in the Siberian wilderness.  He was there for ten years before he was released. 

He told of how the prisoners gathered on a regular basis for prayer and worship. Over the last few years groups of prisoners were sent out all over Siberia to help build towns for Stalin’s regime.  With satisfaction he said, “Today there are many, many churches all over Siberia that proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ as a direct result of those prisoner groups.”
11. Faith obeys and lets God manage the outcome. 

12. “Let love and faithfulness never leave you” (Prov. 3:3).
