A FUTURE FORMED BY FAITHFULNESS 
Matt. 24:45-51
Purpose: to call us into faithful living to experience a future formed by faithfulness. 

1. Faithfulness is not a shiny word. 


a. We do not hurry to faithfulness because it is attractive and flashy. 


b. Faithfulness is hardly magnetic with an irresistible draw. 

2. Faithfulness does not work; is inconvenient; is not a shared value; leaves us feeling 
used.


# Faithfulness lets others presume upon us, “Oh, he is cool.  He will take care of 
it.”  Or, “It will be all right, you can count on her.”


This presumptive attitude inclines the faithful to say, “Why do we always get left 
doing the dirty work?  No one else carries their fair share.  This is not fair!”

3. We are inclined to jettison faithfulness in favor of doing our own thing when we want.

4. Human experience causes us to pause.


# We know what it is to have someone promise to do something and not show up. 


We are compelled to admit: faithlessness does not work. 

5. God’s conversation with us confirms the same message, faithlessness does not work.


# Adam and Eve prioritized their freedom over compliance with God’s direction.


They were shuttled outside the garden and barred from its blessings. 

# The book of Judges describes sin as rampant with a society crumbling upon 
itself. One disastrous event follows another. After each tragedy the author repeats 
the theme of the book, “everyone did what was right in his own eyes.”


# The Old Testament prophets declared Israel had pursued ungodliness and 
injustice.  God’s punishment would fall on them as a result of faithlessness. 

6. Faithlessness occurs when faith in God loses a foothold. 

a. When we start trusting human wisdom, faith wavers. 


b. When we prefer our preferences over God’s, faithlessness seems acceptable. 

7. In the story of the servant Jesus tells us he has been placed in charge—given 
responsibility to care for others.


a. Jesus says he had better be doing what he supposed to when his master returns. 


b. Jesus then imagines that the servant excuses himself from responsibility, “The 


master is staying away too long.” 


c. The master returns to find his servant beating others and getting drunk. 


d. The master punishes him by assigning him a place among hypocrites. 

e. Faithlessness is defined by Jesus as abandoning responsibilities, mistrusting the 

Master and not treating people right.

8. The Bible is filled with examples of one reoccurring contrast—God’s faithfulness and 
our faithlessness.
9. The story of God is not as we would expect. 


a. We would imagine when we are faithful God is faithful to us. 


b. The facts are God remains faithful to us whether we are or not. 


c. God is faithful—that is not just what He is like; He is faithful. 


# Ps. 89:1-8

10.  The benefits of God’s faithfulness almost go beyond describing, such as . . .

a. His faithfulness brings justice (Isa. 42:3).


b. His faithfulness and love are forever joined (Ps. 89:1-2). 


c. “In my faithfulness I will reward them and make an everlasting covenant with 
them” (Isa. 61:8). 


# In a period in Israel’s history the destruction of Jerusalem is assured because of



Israel’s unfaithfulness. But God promises to restore Jerusalem after its 
destruction. 


He describes how thorough His restoration will be: 



a. Death will be the gateway to life; Evil will be swept away. 



b. Moral cleansing is required. 



c. Spiritual health will precede material blessing. 

God then reaffirms His faithfulness by owning His creation covenant—there 
would be day and night.  In the same way the laws of the universe are fixed, so 


is His faithfulness. 

11. What does God’s faithfulness have to do with us?
12. We are to become godly or God-like. 


a. He calls us to be faithful. 


b. The result of living in God is faithfulness. 


# The fruit of the Spirit is faithfulness. 


c. Our move toward faithfulness may be like the two boys Jesus described. 


# A father told one son to go work today in the vineyard.  He refused to, but later 
changed his mind and went.  The second son was told the same and he heartily 
agreed to work, but he did not. Jesus asked, “Which of the two did what his father 
wanted?”



a. From this story we observe two responses to the call to faithfulness—



promised faithfulness and begrudging faithfulness. 



b. Jesus applauds even begrudging faithfulness. 

13. In Jesus’ story of the servant the master gives the wise and faithful servant the 


reward of responsibility. 

# George Boldt worked faithfully for years at the front desk in a small hotel. One day an elderly couple came into the lobby and asked for a place to stay.  Every room in the hotel—and every hotel in town—was occupied.  Realizing that the elderly couple had nowhere to sleep, Boldt offered them his own room.  Although they were reluctant to accept his offer, they eventually did so because George insisted. 
The next morning when the couple was checking out, the elderly man said to George, “You’re the kind of man who should be managing the best hotel in the country.  Some day I’m going to build that hotel and let you manage it.”
Several years later, Boldt received a letter in the mail.  It contained a round-trip ticket and a note from the man to whom he had given his room years before.  The man invited George to visit him in New York City. 

When Boldt arrived in New York, the gentleman took him to a downtown corner where a huge building stood. “George, this is the hotel I built for you to manage.”

Boldt stared in amazement at the glorious structure.  The hotel was Waldorf-Astoria! The elderly man was William Waldorf Astor, one of the wealthiest men in the country.  Boldt’s faithfulness in managing a small hotel had prepared him to manage one of the most magnificent hotels this country has ever seen. 

(Kent Crockett, Making Today Count for Eternity). 
Conclusion: 


1. We worship God today in this place and among these people because of the 
faithfulness of those who went before us. 


2. We are here because our founding pastor and lay leadership knew God wanted 
to make disciples whose lives of holiness would attract others to Christ. 


3. We honor that calling issued years ago, for its value and relevance 
remains God’s top agenda. 


4. God wants disciples—followers who will love Him and others faithfully.
