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The Greyhound bus 
station in Nashville is 
located down on 8th 
Avenue South. Many 
aspiring country musi-
cians come to town on 
a bus. They probably 
wrote a song on the 
way. They arrive with 
a dream, a big dream. 
Excitement is high. 
They left home feel-
ing there was no prom-
ise of happiness there. 
Music City would be 
different for them. But 
many of them find 
their way back to the 
same bus station with 
dreams dashed.

I read an interview 
with a security guard at the bus station. He mused, “I see 
someone with a guitar case every three hours.” In fact, at the 
time of the interview, there was a man there with a guitar wait-
ing for the bus to leave town. His head was in his hands, and 
he looked like he was about to start weeping. The guard said, 
“Yeah, it looks pretty bad. You can just basically see their mo-
tivation and everything, it’s gone. They walk with their heads 
down.”

For Christians, the best dreams are back home anyway. Som-
times it just takes a trip or two to discover it. A book collec-
tor ran into an acquaintance for whom old books didn’t mean 
anything. The acquaintance told the book collector that he had 
just thrown away a big old Bible that had been packed away in 
the attic of his ancestral home for generations. In describing it 
he said, “Somebody named Guten-something had printed it.”

The book collector gasped. “Not Gutenberg! Oh, no! You 
have just thrown away one of the first books ever printed. A 
copy sold recently at an auction for $1,000,000!”

The other man was unmoved. “No, not my copy. It wouldn’t 
have brought a dime. Some fellow named Martin Luther had 
scribbled notes all the way through it.” 

That man had a rare jewel in his hand and didn’t even know it.
Perhaps you hold the most valuable dreams in your hands 
right now where you are. You look longingly into the distance 
for happiness, thinking your joy is out there somewhere. I 
just want you to know that bus stations will probably not hold 
your ticket to joy. The chairs are hard and the food from the 
vending machine is stale. Look around you. You may be able 
to follow your dream right where you are.

More than just one prodigal son has “come to himself” and 
gone home.

Bob Broadbooks is the USA/Canada Regional Director for 
the Church of the Nazarene.
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Sunday School and Discipleship ministries leaders may note a growing absence in the church. Young adults, never strongly repre-
sented in most congregations, seem to be disappearing at an alarming rate. Researchers struggle to understand the drop in church 
attendance. Jeffrey Arnett and others assert young people between age 18 and 29 do not see themselves as fully adult. Whether due 
to delayed adolescence, longer stays in college, struggles entering the workforce, or postponing families, these emerging or provi-
sional adults often state they do not consider themselves completely part of the adult world. 

In addition, researchers Christian Smith and David Kinnaman1 argue many of these younger adults view their faith from a different 
perspective. Kinnaman asserts that many younger adults do not return to home congregations for several reasons:

• Churches seem overprotective. 
• Their experience of Christianity is shallow. 
• Churches often appear antagonistic to science.
• Younger Christians’ church experiences related to sexuality are often simplistic and judgmental.
• They wrestle with the exclusive nature of Christianity. 
• The church feels unfriendly to those who doubt.

Kinnaman’s pronouncements may seem strong. Nevertheless, the shifting landscape many young-
er adults face should challenge those of us concerned with discipleship. What should be the 

response? 

First, we shouldn’t “blame” younger adults, often our own sons and daughters, for 
their delayed embrace of adulthood; nor should we segregate them into yet anoth-

er exclusive ministry. Younger adults may meet independently at times, but we 
need to listen carefully and respond to their desire to engage the church. 

Second, we need discipleship models that place younger adults in intergen-
erational settings where they exercise leadership.  Many younger adults grew 
up experiencing church within age-level ministry. Now, Tim and Shawna 
Songer Gaines2 argue, they need a “seat at the table,” interacting and con-
tributing to the whole church. Younger adults should lead adult Bible studies, 

teach children and youth, care and dialogue with the elderly, all within inter-
generational settings where they mature as their decisions make a difference. 

Mentoring should help, primarily as older adults give their younger counterparts 
active roles, partnering as co-teachers and leaders, learning together from each 

other.  Younger adults represent a new challenge for discipleship, but they will stay 
within the church as contributors, co-learners, and co-leaders with other members of the 

congregation. 

1Kinnaman, David (2011). “Six Reasons Young Christians Leave the Church.” Barna Group online  
https://www.barna.org/teens-next-gen-articles/528-six-reasons-young-christians-leave-church 
2Gaines, Shawna Songer and Timothy R. (2010) A Seat at the Table: A Generation Reimagining Its Place in the Church. Kansas 
City: Beacon Hill of Kansas City 

Dean Blevins is Professor of Practical Theology and Christian Discipleship at the Nazarene Theological Seminary in Kansas City.

This fall individuals, families, small groups, and 
churches are invited to take a 40-day journey through 

some of the greatest Scriptures and stories in the Bible. 
The journey will take participants from the land of Eden 

in Genesis to the heights of heaven in Revelation. 
Begin making plans today to join with thousands of Naza-

renes from around the world as together  
you take a journey that will transform your life. 

Sign up begins on August 15, 2014 at 
engagetheword.nazarene.org. 

It’s free!
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Forty-five senior adults and teenagers gathered together on a charter bus to 
head to Manzanar, a WWII Japanese internment camp. I became a bit emo-
tional at the reality of what we were about to experience, a journey that 
I began with Pastor Ridge Ireland, our minister to the 55+ congregation. 
The previous December we unexpectedly lost Ridge, one of our great-
est advocates for intergenerational ministry. He understood and deeply 
valued the importance of generational connections. 

In a conversation with Ridge shortly before he passed away, we were dis-
cussing this generational connection when he proposed the idea of a trip 
involving his ministry group and our high school students. He suggested 
the Manzanar camp destination because one of our members, Annie, had 
been detained there as a little girl. After Ridge’s passing, our executive 
pastor and his council decided the trip must go on. 

As we boarded the bus, I smiled as I watched each age group sit separately – just like what you see in junior high youth group. 
However, when we stopped for dinner, it was beautiful to see each age group leave room at their tables for members of the other 
age group. At that point it became an intergenerational experience. Watching the conversations take place about how couples met, 
listening to a teen explaining a “selfie” and then teaching a 78-year-old how to take one was something I wish Pastor Ridge could 
have been there to witness. He would have loved it!

At Manzanar we listened to Annie share how she was adopted and came to Christ. She also shared how God turned her experi-
ence into one filled with beauty and grace. The rest of the trip flowed naturally as the generational obstacles dissolved and each 
age group realized the benefits of sharing life with each other. 

Seeing this trip come to fruition is a huge affirmation to the intergenerational community Pastor Ridge and I envisioned. We have 
a long way to go to bridge the distance between generations and find the richness that comes from both, but the momentum con-
tinues to build. So we press on, seeking God’s blessing on all generations (Ps. 33:11).

Keegan Lenker is the Pastor of Intergenerational Discipleship at First Church of the Nazarene in Pasadena, California.

Some of us remember when personal computers became reality 
and brought the promise of more free time and less paper files. 
I may have less paper files, but more free time continues to be a 
chased dream. 
 
Today’s younger generations are tied to their electronics. In a 
recent blog, Tim Elmore wrote about college students who even 
take their cell phones into the shower with them, not wanting to 
miss a tweet, Instagram, or message.  Rarely are they discon-
nected since their phones are usually within reach. H.E.C.T.I.C. 
ministries offers suggestions for effective ministry in a chang-
ing, fast-paced world.

H—Holiness-based. A friend recently emailed that we need 
to return to our holiness roots and be more direct in preaching 
and teaching about the holy life. True, but the terminology used 
when I was a teen may not resonate today. Beth Coppedge, a 
Come to the Fire speaker, talks about being “squeaky clean,” a 
concept anyone can grasp.
 
E—Engage the Word. One of the goals of the Mor2Lif Bible 
Study series (mor2lif.org) is to look at life issues and to discover 
what the Bible says about them. We look at scriptures and ask 
questions to help the participants discover and apply biblical 
truths.

C—Content. Because our lives are busy, ministry gatherings 
must have good content. At the end of a session or gather-
ing, people need to leave with information about how to live a 
Christlike life.
 
T—Targeted. Know the audience you want to reach. Because 
needs and interests vary, realize people will determine which 
ministry opportunities are part of their spiritual journey. Plan, 
promote, and prepare for a targeted audience.
 
I—Inspired. We must inspire and challenge people. Through-
out the gathering, lead them to a point where they can decide 
how to apply the information to their lives. Include an account-
ability plan and opportunity to report on how the plan worked.
 
C—Community. Any ministry event needs to bring people into 
the church community and strengthen their sense of belonging. 
As much as the world changes, our need for each other will 
always remain.
  
Who would have thought that in a changing world, H.E.C.T.I.C. 
Ministry just might be what we need?

Linda Hardin is an SDMI consultant for Women’s Ministries 
and single adult Bridges Ministry.

by Rev. Keegan Lenker
BUILDING INTERGENERATIONAL COMMUNITY

by Dr. Linda G. HardinH.E.C.T.I.C. MINISTRY
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As we walked toward the back of the training hall, the district 
superintendent’s wife mused, “Simple, simple, simple; pro-
found, profound, profound.”  She was reflecting on her last four 
amazing days immersed in discovering how to tell the stories of 
the Bible.  

More than 50 others were equally impressed.  “Why 
haven’t I learned this before?” asked a veteran pas-
tor.  “Every Christian should know how to do this,” 
said another. 

Is it possible to discover a simple yet profound 
method of telling Bible stories so they capture 
hearts and minds? 

As a part of “Tell THE Story” training, I witnessed 
church leaders so moved they spontaneously began 
to confess sins of pride and unforgiveness. I have 
watched people so deeply engaged in a Bible story 
that they quickly admitted a weak faith, an empty prayer life, 
and powerlessness. In one setting, the participants humbled 
themselves as they opened up to what the Spirit was doing in 
their midst. They fell on their faces before God and cried out 
for mercy, forgiveness, and empowerment to be people of the 
Word. 

All over the world God is using simple Bible stories compel-
lingly told to engage hearts and minds so that the Bible story 
sticks.  SDMI has sponsored “Tell THE Story” training semi-
nars in the Bangladesh, Ethiopia, Indonesia, Kenya, Papua New 
Guinea, Philippines, South Africa, and the United States. 

At the end of one district SDMI convention, the desire and need 
for a Bible curriculum not limited by date, print, or money was 
expressed. “What if we could find a Bible curriculum that was 
timeless, easily available, and did not require paper in order to 
pass it on?” 

Bible stories accurately told with open-
ended discussion questions can meet 
this global need. Taking God’s story 
through orality training where people 
don’t, won’t, or can’t read is a meth-
odology that fits all around the world. 
Even in literate societies there is a hun-
ger to know and learn God’s truth be-
yond reading a thick book.  Once the 
Truth sticks in the heart, it drives the 
mind to want to know more. 

Thus, orality training is an incentive 
for becoming literate. That is the pow-
er of “Tell THE Story.”  

by Dr. Woodie J. Stevens
VELCRO TRUTH IN A TEFLON WORLD

It is a simple method of accurately telling a Bible story and 
then asking open-ended questions that engage hearts and minds 
in the details of the story. Telling the Bible story is an ancient 
teaching tool that has served the church well. Jesus modeled the 
method. He told stories and then asked questions. In fact, Mark 
4:34 reports that Jesus always spoke in parables to the crowds 

and did not say anything to them without using a 
parable.

The International Orality Network was founded in 
2000 with around 30 international organizations. 
Today over 2,000 organizations are affiliated with 
the network, uniting organizations across the Chris-
tian spectrum. Some of the organizations deeply in-
volved with orality strategies include Wycliffe, The 
Seed Company, YWAM’s One Story, Faith Comes 
By Hearing, T4 Global, Simply the Story, Campus 
Crusades’ Story Runners, Trans World Radio, Scrip-

tures In Use, Story4all, Chronological Bible Storying, Orality 
Strategies, Church Starting Network, One Story Partnership, 
and Oral Learners Initiative. These are just a few of the partners 
in this rapidly expanding network. 

“Tell THE Story” is the Church of the Nazarene’s global strat-
egy to help people who can’t, don’t, or won’t read.  SDMI is 
equipping people to hear the good news through the power of 
God’s story. We are training trainers; as a result, we are seeing 
the truth of God’s word “stick like Velcro in a Teflon world.” 
(See Truth That Sticks, Willis and Snowden, NavPress, 2010.)

In every culture where the oral learning method is applied, the 
response is always, “Tell us another story.”  If you would like 
to know more, call 913-577-2800 or email sdmi@nazarene.org.

Woodie Stevens is the Global Director of SDMI.

“He did not say  
anything to them 

without using a par-
able. But when he was 

alone with his own 
disciples, he explained  

everything.”  
Mark 4:34



LOOKING AHEAD...

Unlike so many people today, “Many a man proclaims 
his own steadfast love, but a faithful man who can find?” 
(Proverbs 20:6)

 As his wife’s mind and body deteriorated with no hope 
for a cure, this husband willingly abandoned the hopes and 
dreams he had worked to achieve. His wife needed him 
desperately; he would be there for her, even though she 
could give nothing back—not even a rational “thank you.” 
This, in all its magnificence and sorrow, is the meaning of 
love.

No doubt you have dreams of your own for the rest of 
your married life. Just remember that God may have other 
plans that depend on your unswerving commitment to each 
other—no matter what.

- James C. Dobson

by Park York

I rise early on this Friday, as I do every day, to prepare coffee 
and mix a protein shake. The television news plays quietly in the 
corner. Flossie, my wife, is still asleep. Sometime after eight, she 
begins floating out of slumber. I bring the shake to her bedside, 
put the straw in her mouth, and give her cheek a little pat as she 
begins to drink. Slowly the liquid recedes. I sit there holding the 
glass, thinking about the past eight years. 

At first, she asked only an occasional incoherent or irrelevant 
question; otherwise she was normal. I tried for two years to find 
out what was wrong. She grew agitated, restless, and defensive; 
she was constantly tired and unable to hold a conversation. At 
last, a neurologist diagnosed Alzheimer’s disease. He said he 
wasn’t sure—a firm diagnosis could come only from examining 
brain tissue after death. There is no known cause for this malady. 
There is no known cure.

I enrolled Flossie in a day care center for adults, but she kept 
wandering off the property. We medicated her to keep her calm. 
Perhaps from receiving too much of one drug, she suffered a vio-
lent seizure that left her immeasurably worse – lethargic, inconti-
nent, and unable to speak clearly or care for herself. My anguish 
gradually became resignation. I gave up all plans of retirement 
travel, recreation, visits to see grandchildren—the golden era 
older people dream about.

The years have passed, and my days have become routine, de-
manding, lonely, and seemingly without accomplishment to 
measure. Flossie has gradually dropped in strength and weight, 
from 125 pounds to 86. I take some time to work with a support 
group and to attend church, but the daily needs keep me feeding, 
bathing, diapering, changing beds, cleaning house, fixing meals, 
dressing and undressing her, and doing whatever else a nurse and 
homemaker does, morning to night.

Occasionally, a word bubbles up from the muddled recesses of 
Flossie’s diseased brain. Sometimes relevant – the name of a 
family member or the name of an object. Just a single word. On 
this Friday morning, after she finishes her shake, I give her some 
apple juice, then massage her arms and caress her forehead and 
cheeks. Most of the time her eyes are closed; but today she looks 
up at me, and suddenly her mouth forms four words in a row.
“Do you want me?” Perfect enunciation, softly spoken. 

I want to jump for joy. “Of course I want you, Flossie!” I say, 
hugging and kissing her. 

And so, after months of total silence, she has put together the 
most sincere question a human being can ask. She speaks, in a 
way, for people everywhere: those shackled by sin, addiction, 
hunger, thirst, mental illness, physical pain—frightened, ener-
vated people afraid of the answer but desperate enough to frame 
the question anyway.

And, Flossie, I can answer you even more specifically. It may 
be difficult for you to understand what’s happening. That’s why 
I’m here, to minister God’s love to you, to bring you wholeness, 
comfort, and release. Mine are the hands God uses to do His 
work, just as He uses others’ hands in other places. In spite of our 
shortcomings, we strive to make people free, well, and happy, 
blessing them with hope for the future while bringing protein 
shakes every morning.

“Do You Want Me?” by Park York. Reprinted by permission of 
the Christian Herald.

DO YOU WANT ME?
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Jim and his 24-year-old son went to lunch, and it was then that 
Jim’s son confessed he no longer believed in God. He then pro-
ceeded to asked why it was wrong for someone to have a homo-
sexual relationship.  

Somewhat taken aback, Jim responded, “Because God said it is  
wrong.” 

Jim’s son, filled with rage, stormed out of the restaurant and later 
sent a text that read, “I won’t be around your hate and bigotry. I 
don’t support a lot of lifestyles, but it’s not up to me what others 
do. They should have an opportunity to be happy.” Sadly, this 
young man’s response is a reflection of a changing culture.

In today’s world, when we articulate objective morality, we run 
the risk of being called a bigot. The cultural value of today is 
“live and let live.” Moral behavior today is determined by the 
values of diversity and tolerance. Diversity, in turn, has been ex-
panded from gender, race, and religion to sexual preference and 
orientation. Tolerance at one time simply meant everyone has 
a right to their opinion. Today, tolerance is understood to mean 
everyone has a right to their opinion, and all personal opinions 
are right.

The greatest defense of the Christian faith is a life lived out under 
the Lordship of Jesus Christ.  A person argued into the Kingdom 

of God can also be argued out 
of the Kingdom. However, 
it is much more difficult to 
break a relationship that re-
flects the strength of God’s 
love.  This is not to say that 
we are to neglect giving the 
rationale for our faith in God.  
We are also called to “… set 
apart Christ as Lord. Always 
be prepared to give an answer 
to everyone who asks you to 
give the reason for the hope 
that you have. But do this 
with gentleness and respect,” 
(1 Peter 3:15). Both are need-
ed. 

This is a new day, and we must be prepared for the challenges 
this new day brings. It may not be easy, but it is what we are 
called to do. If you would like to have resources that can equip 
you to think through the issues discussed in this article, email 
DiscipleshipPlace@nazarene.org.

John Comstock is a ministry coordinator for SDMI USA/Canada.

Ask a pastor what happens to his or 
her church in the summertime, and he or 
she will tell you, “Our attendance falls off 
a cliff, and so does our giving!” A lethal 
combination of vacations, sports camps, 
the kids being out of school, and other 
factors depress turnout at churches during 
the summer. 

“People just aren’t thinking about God or 
the church during the summer,” one busy 
pastor laments. “Things really don’t get 
better for us until school starts up again 
in the fall.”

For you and your family, summer does not 
have to mean a loss of interest in either 
God or the church. Here are three effec-
tive ways to maximize your family’s spiri-
tual journey during the summertime:

 1) Consider taking a Work & 
Witness trip as a family. Instead of 
sending Dad off to hammer a few 

nails with a bunch of other guys, sign 
up as a whole family. If your budget won’t 
permit a missions journey to Southeast 
Asia, how about traveling to the South-
western United States and doing some 
much-needed work for a Native Ameri-
can or Hispanic congregation? Serving 
together as a family is a great bonding ex-
perience.

2)    Take a family vacation that has a spir-
itual focus or destination. If you’re trav-
eling anywhere near Texas, why not stop 
by Pilot Point, where the Church of the 
Nazarene was launched? If you’ve never 
been to the Global Ministry Center or our 
own Nazarene Publishing House, con-
sider a trip to Kansas City. Or what about 
showing your kids the Nazarene univer-

sity on your region? You’ll be making a 
memory, and you may plant a dream for 
your child’s future education!

3)   Focus your family on a specific book 
of the Bible, such as Psalms. Or read 
through a classic Christian volume to-
gether,  such as In His Steps or Pilgrim’s 
Progress. Your kids will learn, and your 
family’s focus will be on God, His King-
dom, and moving forward in your faith.

 As you sharpen your family’s spiritual ex-
perience this summer, don’t forget about 
your local church. If you’re planning to 
be away, drop off your tithe check in ad-
vance or donate online, if that option is 
available. Keep your children connected 
to their Sunday School teachers and their 
youth group.  Show your kids that sum-
mer, like the other seasons, is about focus-
ing on God and His glory.

David and Lisa Frisbie serve as execu-
tive directors of The Center for Marriage 
& Family Studies in Southern California. 
David teaches family studies and geron-
tology at Southern Nazarene University.

THE BEST DEFENSE
by Rev. John Comstock

by Dr. David and Lisa Frisbie
FAITH, FUN, & SUMMERTIME: FAMILY LIFE IN FOCUS
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by Wm. Marshall Duke
DISCIPLESHIP AT THE FINISH LINE
In September 2013, I phoned Bob Booth to wish him a happy 
76th birthday. As we talked, I detected a less than enthusiastic 
tone. Bob confided that he’d been diagnosed with widespread 
cancer and was beginning treatments that day. You can under-
stand why this birthday did not contain the typical enthusiasm or 
sense of celebration.

I had known Bob only casually. His wife, Ann, and their daugh-
ter, Joyce, regularly attended worship, and they each faithfully 
prayed for Bob’s salvation. After retirement, Bob occasionally 
attended services; then, without explanation, he stopped attend-
ing altogether.

The cancer treatments took their toll. One Saturday afternoon, 
I stopped by and saw how thin and weak Bob had become. We 
chatted about his life and his family. I then read from Isaiah 43, 
where we are clearly told God will walk through all the circum-
stances of life with us…when you are in over your head…in 
rough waters…between a rock and a hard place. I prayed while 
this couple, married 58 years, clasped hands; clearly sensing the 
uncertainty of their future.

After that visit, Joyce emailed and explained to me that Bob had 
been raised in a parochial environment by a very devout mother. 
His love affair and marriage to Ann clearly breached family reli-
gious protocol. At age 18, Bob immersed himself in work. When 
there was some free time, he wanted to “wind down” and not 
spend it at church.

But, failing health and faced with his mortality gained Bob’s at-
tention. Ann and Joyce continued in prayer, knowing Bob was 
nearing “the finish line.” They dearly loved him, and they want-

ed the family circle to be un-
broken in heaven. 

I believe Bob had been think-
ing about his relationship with 
God. The tipping point came dur-
ing a conversation with a hospice 
chaplain. Bob requested, “Get 
Marshall,” and I was hum-
bled and privileged to lead 
Bob into a saving relation-
ship with Christ. Instantly, a 
smile swept across his face, 
and tears of joy streamed down Ann’s cheeks. They celebrated, 
realizing any separation would be temporary; someday there’d 
be a “glad reunion day.”

In the following weeks, Bob participated in both communion and 
baptism. Twenty-four hours after his baptism, Bob lapsed into a 
coma; he died two days later.

Have you given up hope? Is it too late for my loved ones?  Like 
many, Bob had been the master of his own life for years. But as 
his finish line approached, Bob surrendered his life to Christ. 
At the age of 76, he became a new disciple of Christ. Now he is 
enjoying our Lord’s presence.   

Keep the faith; God is patiently waiting for your loved ones. The 
race of life is never finished until the finish line is crossed.

Marshall Duke is the Church of the Nazarene Prime Time  
Coordinator.

CHECK IT OUT...
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Engage the Word 2014
“Tell Me the Story” 

A 40-Day Journey Through Scripture

September 28-November 9 
engagetheword.nazarene.org

M15
Honoring the Past, Shaping the Future 

Mid-Quadrennial Conference USA/Canada Region 
February 9-11, 2015 
Kansas City, Missouri

m15conference.org

Come to the Fire 2014 
“Embrace the Cross”

October 2-4, 2014

Grove City, Ohio
w w w. c o m e to t h e f i re . o rgSDMI USA/Canada 

District Leadership Conference
February 9-11, 2015

Kansas City, Missouri
More information soon at sdmidlc.nazarene.org

PRIME TIME ROCKY MOUNTAIN 
Colorado Springs, Colorado

May 5-8, 2015

Learn more at 
usacanadaregion.org/sdmi

Check out these upcoming events! 

We’d love to see you there!


