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Preparation Checklist

The following information will help you prepare to instruct this module.

Review the material and make notes of specific areas for special
emphasis.

Check to ensure the following materials are available:
e PowerPoint presentations

e Participant booklet (copy as needed)

Gather the following materials:
e Pens and/or pencils
e Other material you want to use

Check the classroom for:

e Projector

e Sufficient number of tables and chairs for the participants

Arrange the room so that each church team sits around an individual
table and you have ample room to move among the teams.



Becoming a Caring Christian

The table below identifies each module section, the time allotted for each section, and a brief description
of the section’s objective. When you are familiar with this module, you may want to teach from this page
rather than the detailed information.

SECTION TIME PAGE BRIEF DESCRIPTION

Total Module Time: 75 mins.
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I. Module Introduction N
otes
(5 Minutes)

Let the participants know the material is theirs to keep and encourage
them to take notes. The participant material includes:

Purpose

Objectives

“Fill-in-the-blanks” for the lecture
Application exercises

The purpose of this module is to:

Encourage Christians to witness in the power of the
Holy Spirit

The objectives for this module are:

« To remind ourselves that witnessing is a divinely
authorized activity.

« To draw upon God'’s power to become effective.
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II. Lecture Notes
(25 Minutes)

The underlined text represents the blanks in the participant booklet.

Ask two participants to read the scripture passages (Luke 24:36-49 and Acts

1:8) for this module. The scriptures are NOT included in the participants’
handbook.
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II. Lecture (cont.) Notes
A. Introduction
1. Jesus saw in His first followers what we experience now as His
disciples.

a. Then, as now, Jesus’ presence is available to us.

b. Then, as now, Jesus’ presence calms our fears.

2. Jesus knew their and our own fears, uncertainties, and hesitancies.

a. Jesus used the greeting “Peace be with you” (Luke 24:36)
when he appeared to the disciples.

b. Though a traditional greeting, its use took on new significance
because Jesus anticipated and understood the doubts and
fears of His followers.

c. Jesus still anticipates the needs of His followers.

3. Jesus prepared His disciples in the same way He wants to prepare
us.

a. Jesus spoke the Word of God to prepare His disciples.

b. We have the Word of God in written form to prepare us.

4. Jesus empowers us to witness.

a. We also have the empowerment of the Holy Spirit.

b. The Holy Spirit gives us official authority to witness.

5. Learn with me about how Jesus commissions personal witnesses
through the power of:

a. Jesus’ presence.

b. Jesus’ preparation.
c. Jesus’ provision of forgiveness.
d. Jesus’ promise.

B. We are commissioned through the power of Jesus’” PRESENCE.
1. “Jesus himself stood among them” (v. 36).
a. Witnessing disciples CARRY with them the personal presence
of Jesus.

i. Jesusisin fact “God WITH us” (Matthew 1:23) and he
promises to be with us to the end of the age (Matthew
28:20).

ii. Jesus’ presence ACTIVELY goes with us. “. .. For the
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II. Lecture (cont.)

Lord your God goes with you; he will never leave you
or forsake you” (Deuteronomy 28:6).
b. Witnessing disciples hear Jesus speak PEACE to them.
i. The peace Jesus speaks GUARDS our hearts and
minds (Philippians 4:7).
ii. The peace Jesus speaks transcends our HUMAN
understanding (Philippians 4:7).

2. Jesus SPOKE to them (v. 38).
a. Jesus still REASSURES.

i. The disciples were reassured by Jesus’ SENSITIVITY.

ii. We are reassured because the Jesus who became
flesh and blood for us still speaks to us TODAY.

b. Jesus continues to help us with our FEARS.

i. Jesus helps us even when we cannot put our fears
into WORDS (vv. 37, 41).

ii. Jesus tells us how to HANDLE our fears. While
witnessing in Corinth, Paul was encouraged by these
words from the Lord: “Do not be afraid, keep on
speaking, do not be silent. For | am with you” (Acts
18:9-10).

Notes
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I1. Lecture (cont.)

“No,” Virgil said, “you’re the first.”

Embarrassed, Lyle at first determined never to tell anybody about his
blunder. Not until later did he realize that he was experiencing continual
fear about witnessing.

The disciples had similar fears and anxieties, as do most people in the
church. The presence of Jesus can reassure us by giving us the words and
the confidence we need to be bold and effective witnesses.

c. Jesus addresses our DOUBTS (v. 38).
i. Jesus does not SHAME us for doubting (v.38).
ii. Jesus quells our doubts with EVIDENCE (v.40).
d. Jesus deals with both our fears and our doubts by
REVEALING Himself to us (vv. 39-43).
C. We are commissioned when Jesus PREPARES us.
“Then He opened their minds so they could understand the
SCRIPTURE” (v. 45).
a. Before the crucifixion Jesus had TAUGHT His disciples.

i. Jesus taught from Old Testament PROPHECY.

ii. Jesus taught using New Testament PARABLES.

b. But Jesus’ disciples did not COMPREHEND His teaching.

i. The disciples could not understand Jesus’ teaching on
their OWN.

ii. The disciples still had doubts and fears and
QUESTIONS.

c. Learning requires RECEPTIVITY.

i. Receptivity requires a READINESS to listen.

ii. Receptivity requires a DESIRE to understand.
d. God opens our MINDS (Luke 24:45; Matthew 11:4-5).

i. God opens the SCRIPTURES (Luke 24:32). We
understand that Jesus is the fulfillment of everything
in the scriptures.

ii. God opens our HEARTS (Acts 16:14). We experience
the presence of Jesus.
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I1. Lecture (cont.)

lllustration:

When Jesus opens our minds, He opens them completely. Perhaps the
best way to understand Jesus’ power to open is to compare His healing of a
deaf and mute man as recorded in Mark 7:31-35 to His healing of the
blinded disciples in Luke 24:31. In both instances, Jesus uses the same word
for open. When Jesus opens our minds, He gives us a vision so new and
complete that we cannot help but see the world through His eyes. Only then
do we see a world that is worth saving.

2. Jesus told them, “This is what is WRITTEN:” (v.46).
a. Jesus wanted His followers to UNDERSTAND the scriptures
(v.45).
b. Jesus’ LIFE mirrored the Scriptures.
c. Jesus’ TEACHING opened the Scriptures.
3. Jesus TAUGHT from the Law of Moses, the Prophets, and Psalms
(v.44).
4. Scriptures POINT to Jesus (v.44).
a. Reading the Scriptures PREPARES our hearts to accept Jesus.
b. Jesus’ prepares us to direct OTHERS to Jesus.
5. Jesus fulfilled the FORECASTS of the Old Testament.
a. Through His DEATH (Isaiah 53).
b. Through His RESURRECTION (Psalm 16:9-11).
c. Through His SALVATION (lIsaiah 49:6).
d. Through His HOLY SPIRIT (Joel 2:28-29).

D. We are commissioned through the power of Jesus’ FORGIVENESS.
1. Jesus suffered, died, and ROSE from the dead (v.46).
a. This truth is to be proclaimed EVERYWHERE (v.47).
i. Jesus commissioned the disciples to be witnesses to
all nations, beginning at JERUSALEM.
ii. Jesus commissions us to be His witnesses everywhere,
beginning with our own NEIGHBORHOOD.
b. EVERYONE is to know about Jesus and what He did for us.
i. Jesus preached the Gospel to BOTH the Jews and the
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I1. Lecture (cont.)

Gentiles (Romans 1:16).
ii. We are to preach the Gospel without showing
FAVORITISM (Acts 10:34-35).
2. Jesus wants us to repent in order to find FORGIVENESS of sins.
a. This message requires SPOKESPERSONS.
i. Jesus has CHOSEN us to be His spokespersons.
ii. Jesus’ FINAL words before His ascension commission us
to be His witnesses (Acts 1:8).
b. “You are WITNESSES of these things” (v.48).
i. The disciples were physically present to be SPIRITUALLY
changed.
ii. We are witnesses of the ONGOING spiritual change.
iii. What Jesus did then He does NOW in us.
iv. Let’s TELL!

Notes
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II. Lecture (cont.) Notes

E. We are commissioned through the power of Jesus’ PROMISE.
1. Jesus promised the Holy Spirit to His followers (v.49).
a. The HOLY SPIRIT comes because God promised and Jesus
prayed.

i. Even inthe Old Testament, God foretold the COMING
of the Holy Spirit. In Joel 2:28-29, He promises to pour
out His Spirit on all people: sons and daughters, old and
young men, servants, and both men and women. No
one is excluded from the promise to be filled with the
Spirit.

ii. God WILL NOT change the promise of His Word: “God
is not a man that He should lie, nor a son of man, that
He should change His mind. Does He speak and then
not act? Does He promise and not fulfill?” (Numbers
23:19).

iii. Jesus PRAYED that all future believers would carry on a
new ministry in the power of the Holy Spirit. His prayer
is for all “those who will believe in me through their
[the disciples’] message” (John 17:20).
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I1. Lecture (cont.)

b. We WAIT and welcome the Holy Spirit.

We wait for the gift of the Holy Spirit with joyful
expectancy.

i. We welcome the gift of the Holy Spirit with hearts that

are prepared.

2. Jesus’ Spirit provides POWER to witness (Acts 1:8).
a. We do not WITNESS on our own.

Jesus’ Spirit GOES before us (Ephesians 2:10).

ii. Jesus’ Spirit SPEAKS for us (Romans 8:26).

iii.
iv.

Jesus’ Spirit makes us BOLD (Acts 4:29-31).
Jesus’ Spirit never LEAVES us (Matthew 28:20).

b. We are not POWERLESS.

Jesus promised, “You will be CLOTHED with
power” (v.49).

ii. The Holy Spiritis an UNENDING source of power for

witnessing disciples.

C. We are to go everywhere to EVERYONE.

Two thousand years have passed since Jesus poured
His Spirit out on us. Has enough time passed for
everyone, everywhere to hear the gospel?

. How long would it take to convert every person in the

entire world if we started with one believer winning
one convert the first year? Then there would be two
converts. Suppose that during the next year these two
made one convert apiece, and then there would be
four. Suppose that the next year these four made one
convert apiece, and then there would be eight, and so
on. Starting with just one and doubling each year, at
the end of just 32.5 years there would be 6 billion
souls, an amount equal to the world’s population, won
to Christ.

Fulfilling the great commission requires that each one
of us do our part.
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Notes

[TI. Small Group Exercise
(20 Minutes)

Commissioned Christians have the power to witness available to them. But
how would our witnessing power be impacted if we claimed the power Je-
sus has promised to us?

God is calling all of us to be witnesses to the people in our neighborhoods
and workplaces. As you divide into church teams to take turns answering
the following questions, focus on the specific people you know who need
Jesus. Then consider how the Holy Spirit’s preparation, intercession, and
empowerment can make you a witnessing disciple to those specific people.

« Read Ephesians 2:10: “For we are God’s workmanship, created in
Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for
us to do.” How has God prepared us in advance to do the good
work of a witnessing disciple?

« Read Romans 8:26: “In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our
weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the
Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot ex-
press.” How does the Holy Spirit help us to overcome any of our
weaknesses in witnessing?

o Read Acts 4:29-30: “Now, Lord consider their threats and enable
your servants to speak your word with great boldness. After they
prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they
were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the Word of God
boldly.” How does the Holy Spirit embolden us as witnessing disci-

ples?
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IV Discussion

(5 Minutes)
The discussion portion of the module provides an opportunity for people
to share their thoughts about the information presented and insights
about how the information will assist in their leadership.

Open the floor for discussion. If the group is hesitant to discuss, refer to
the small group exercise questions.

If you’re ahead of schedule, the discussion can go a few extra minutes.
However, it’s easy to lose track of time so watch the clock.

V. Action Planning/Reporting

(15 Minutes)
Everything that Jesus accomplished while He was on earth was made pos-
sible by the Holy Spirit. The key to Jesus’ amazing life is summed up in
Scripture: “Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news
about him spread through the whole countryside” (Luke 4:14).

Similarly, the witnessing power of our church is only as powerful as the
Spirit that directs each individual member. Therefore, we need to ask the
following questions:

« How can we encourage our church members to draw near to the
Holy Spirit’s work of preparation in their heart?

« How can we encourage our church members to utilize the Holy
Spirit’s intercession to help them in their witnessing weakness-
es?

« How can we encourage our church members to claim the Holy
Spirit’s power to embolden them as witnesses?

VI. Module Wrap-Up

(5 Minutes)
This section provides an opportunity to close the module.

o Ask participants to share their thoughts about the module.
« Answer any questions and provide encouragement.
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